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Nationatity 


tia vihigh: gives the Minister power to re- 
‘fp voke a certificate of naturalization will 
show that he may.take that action if he 
. thinks fit on certain conditions, and one 
of those conditions is that the person 
concerned has béen fined £100. When 
a person has paid a fine of £100, surely 
) he has expiated his offence. That: is the 
| punishment provided by the law, but it 
. is proposed in this Bill that in the case 
of a naturalized citizen of the Common- 
_ wealth, not only shall he haye to bear 
gh wee particular punishment, but, in 
_ addition, the Minister may take tram 
him the right to hold property. The 
ni Minister will have the right of spolia- 
tion. 
Mr. Pornron.—If the honorable mem- 
- ber followed that argument to its logical 
- conclusion, where would it lead. him? 
es Mr. RYAN.—It would lead me to 
_ considerably amend this Bill. 
_ Mr. Poynron.—The honorable member 
says that by the payment of such a fine 
the person concerned expiates his offence. 
Mr. RYAN.—After he has paid that 
penalty he has expiated his offence. 
Mr. Parker Mozonry.—Or if he has 
heekoud a sentence of twelve months he 
sf has done so, | s 
“Mr: RYAN; BY ug but the Govern- 
ment want, in addition, to take away 
such a man’s right to citizenship, and so 
deprive him of his right to hold property. 
» (Phis means the spoliation of his pro- 


perty. Why should he pass such a pro- 
*yision? From what Act has it been 
“taken ? F rom the. British Act! 


. Mr. Poynron. —Yes, it is an exact 
~ eopy of a provision in the British Act. 

- Mre RYAN. 
comment to offer, and that is that in 
Great. Britain, as the honorable member 
for Angas (Mr. Gabb) has said, the ad- 

- ‘ministration of - the naturalization laws 
; _ during the war was far more reasonable 
than it was in Australia. There is no 
doubt as to that. The Government: in 
Australia acted most capriciously. Per- 
sons were interned here simply because 
. of representations made in regard to 
them, very often by political opponents. 
No one ehould know that better than 
the honorable member for Moreton. 
- Mr. WtenHott.—Does the honorable 


Ee coiber speak of representations made 
2 : ee opponents 2 
: pe NG — ‘Yes, pepreseutations 


‘ys OcrosEr, 1920. 0) 


! call the honorable member to’ y order for 


Bal . 


an were interned, I have no hesitation 
in saying, for ‘political reasons. : 
Mr. ‘Wiennour.—It might have been 


for private reasons. 


Mr. RYAN.—For opposing certain 
candidates who were standing for elec- 
tion in Queensland. A case of the kind 
occurred in the honorable member’s own 
electorate. I think the honorable mem- 
ber knows to whom I am referring. 

Mr. WienHott.—There are a gond 
many cases. 

Mr. RYAN.—But I refer in particu- 
lar to a professional gentleman at Gat- 
ton who was interned for some time 
Why was he. interned ? 


Mr. WrienHott.—I do not know. He 
has not told me. 

Mr. RYAN.+—Does the honorable 
member suggest that there was any 


sound reason for that gentleman’s intern- 
ment? 

Mr. Wtenuo_t.—I do not know the 
reason. He never came to me or told 
me of his case. 

Mr. RYAN.—The honorable ater 
knows to whom I am referring. Does 
he think there was any sound reason for 
his internment. I have here a report 
of an inspector’ of police from Too- 
woomba who was asked throngh . the 
military authorities to investigate the 
matter. He was directed to obtain a 
statutory declaration in regard to this 
gentleman’s alleged disloyalty. The 
minute reads— 

Toowoomba advises 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
M. Chanter) —Order! I would eall the 
honorable member’s attention to the fact 
that he is now seeking to anticipate the 
discussion of a motion whieh appears 
upon the busineéss- -paper. 

Mr. RY AN.—What is that? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—It tae 
to a list of internments. 

Mr. RYAN.—I am now speaking upon 
the question of holding an inquiry. 

Mri DEPUDY SPEAKER, —That 
matter appears ae rhe Beam or 

Mr. RYAN; 
any inquiry ? 

Mr DEPUTY. SPEAKER—Not an 
that connexion. , 

Mr. RYAN.—I was referring to hee: 
manner in which inquiries ccpcr a are. 
conducted. — 

‘Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—I did not/ 


. 6078 - “y jtionaiy Bill, 


making a. reference to that matter, ae be 
cause he: was. dilating upon internments, 
and: was referring to a aes intern- | 


ment. 


Mr. RYAN. cky was potitie out ae : 
that inquiry was conducted, because this _ 
Bill provides for the making of certain | 


inquiries. If those inquiries are to be 
eonducted upon similar lines to those 
which were adopted under the War Pre- 
cautions Act, they will be worse than 
-worthiess. In the case to which I was 


“referring, the Inspector of Police ascer- 


tained, upon inquiry, that the accused 
person was of good character, and was 
reputable and loyal. That was the. re- 
port of the officer at Toowoomba. 
what was the result? The accused per- 
son was interned. I might refer to many 
other instances of a similar character. 


Mr. James Pace.—But that is one of 
the most glaring. 


Mr. RYAN. ~ There were others just as 
bad. 


Mr. Pie Mononny.— I] a of 
| several eases In New South Wales which 
were just as bad. 


Mr, RYAN.—How are we going to. 


provide fm a measure of this kind against 
a travesty of justice of that sort? 


_ Mr. Poynton. —By' retaining me as the 
head of the Department. 


Mr. RYAN.—I hope that the Minister 
does not wish to reflect upon any of his 
predecessors. 
Department under which this so- -called in- 
quiry was conducted was the Defence De- 
partment. It may be that the Minister 


for Defence (Senator Péarce) is not as 
for. 


fair-minded as is the Minister 
Home and Territories. However, I shall 
suspend judgment upon that matter, 
and, moreover, the latter has no lease 
of the office which he holds. For these 


reasons, ] submit that the Bill, instead of. 


extending the privileges enjoyed by 


eltizens who have become naturalized in — 
. prayers. 


Australia will curtail those privileges. 
It will impose a distinct limitation upon 


persons who may come to this country 


Tas 


hereafter, and become naturalized. 
Committee, some amendments will re- 
quire to be. made to remove these 


blemishes, 


_ (REPRESEN 


But , 


: cated’ economy which last 


As 4 matter of fact, the 


, agreed to— 
and to enable those persons — 


whe, desire to pecome naturalized mae to ae: next, at 3. a 


Oucceon Se, in . th ‘aff 
Bill read a second time. 
In Commattee: : 

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed ia 
Progress reported. 


PAPER. 


The follonane paper wa 
Railways Act-—By-law No. 


MEMBERS’ BILL 


HECTOR LAMONI 
ae 30] —'here is a matter 
province, sir, which I should 
tion. During the last Ps 
files which were previo 
to honorable members, and ; 
were accustomed to keep 
coming before this Chamb 
away from them upon 
economy. Personally, I find 
now using about two doze 


upon us is rather expensive. 
restore the old practice, it 


son).—I was not aware 
previously supplied to h 
bers had been removed. I ay 
quiries into the matter, ane 
be done. Lanes 


_ SPECIAL ADJOUR 
Motus (by. Mr ing us), 


“That. the ‘House: ‘at. a, risin 


‘Cancellation of 


MEMBERS’ - BILE FILES. 4 
Mr, SPEAKER. —With reference to 
he. ae made by the honorable mem- 


es that filea’ ‘of ‘all. Bills’ were. eat 
Bt in the chamber for each member for 
Ra We number of years. lt was found 
_ that many members did not use them, 
_ preferring to avail themselves of the 
copies of | Bills placed on the table. 
Owing to the shortage of printing paper, 
it was arranged that fifteen files of Bills 
‘be placed in yarious parts of the cham- 
ber in lieu of supplying one file to each 
member. This has resulted in a consider- 
‘able saving in printing paper, as well as 
in the expense of keeping the files in re- 
. pair. There is still # serious shortage 
Saad printing paper, and every effort is 
made io keep the number of documents 

ye printed down to a: minimum without in- 

_conveniencing members. A file of Bills 

will be supplied to any member who de- 

sires to have them and notifies the Clerk 

Cory 


INDUSTRIAL PEACE AOE 
. Action” to Txst Mier cate 


net Mr. CHARLTON.—I ask the Prime 
Minister whether the Government intend 
to be adequately represented by counsel 
‘im connexion with the appeal against 
an award affecting the constitutional 
validity of portions of the Industrial 
Peace Act? i 
“Mr. HUGHES.—Certainly; we shall 
“defend the constitutionality of bee a 


‘CANCELLATION OF 
_ SHIPB UILDING CONTRACT. 


Mr. HUGHES Po idieg Petia Minis- 

ter” and Attorney-General) [11.4].—(By 
leave. )—It will be within the knowledge 
a of honorable members that an agreement 
“was made between the Commonwealth 
_ Government and Messrs. Kidman and 
__ Mayoh for the building of wooden ves- 
sels. The firm now asks to be relieved 
of its’ contract. Parenthetically, I may 
add that arrangements were entered into 
- with Messrs. Burns, Philp, and Company 
for the purchase of the ships.’ The con- 
tractors point out that they have met 
M ae ge Pe oria anid AN 


po Doron, , 1920.) ‘Shipling Cuntene. 


as to date oa See, fueaea the 


amount anticipated, and) more has al- 
ready been spent on them than they 
should cost when completed. Owing to 
its scarcity, the cost of certain classes of 
timber required for the ships has greatly 
exceeded the contractors’ estimate. They 
say, too, that the decision of the Govern- 
ment to sell the vessels to Messrs. Burns, 
Philp, and Company in anticipation of 
completion has resulted in complications 
and added to the expenditure because’ of 


extra work in the way of  altera- 
tions required by the company, and 


the “omission of the Diesel engines 
originally specified for has varied the 
work, and finality has not been reached . 
respecting the reduction which should be 
made in the contract price by reason of 
it. There are also certain other matters 
in dispute. Since the first vessel was 
launched, a hog has developed, which in 
all. probability will prevent the “con- 
tractors from obtaining a Lloyd’s certi- 
ficate for her, which is required by the 
agreement. As matters stand, there 
would appear to be little chanee of ar- 
riving at a settlement of the various 
questions in dispute without entering 
into costly and probably unsatisfactory 
legal proceedings. The contractors, there- 
fore, ask to be relieved of their contract, 
and that the whole matter be referred to 
the Public Works Committee, with a view 
to a report being’ furnished and a deci- 
sion obtained as to the conditions of the 
release. The contractors say that they 
are willing to abide by the decision of 
the Committee whatever it may be. In 
all the circumstances, I think that it 
would be in the interests of the Common- 
wealth to relieve them of their contract, 
and, therefore, I move— 

That the following matter be referred to the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Publie 
Works for investigation and. report— 

The advisability of complying with the 
request of Messrs. Kidman and Mayoh. to 
be relieved of the obligation to complete 
the contract entered into by them, on the 
4th August, 1919, to build two wooden | 
vessels for the Commonwealth, and the . 
conditions upon which such relief, if. 
deemed advisable, should be granted; and 
that the Committee be authorized to pro- 
ceed with its investigations Wiest the 
House is sitting. 


T may add that I have seen ie two ed 
‘els, one of which is nore three Ge oN 


of being ready for sea, and the other not 
quite so forward. lt was proposed to sell 


them to Messrs. Burns Philp, and Com- 


pany, ‘but that firm required certain alter- 
ations in them, involving the expenditure 
of many thousands of pounds. As their 
demands varied from time to time, I gave 
them forty-eight hours to say whether they 
would buy the ships at the price agreed 
on, and as they stood, without further 
alee ations, which they deciaed to do, in- 
sisting on alterations being made. 
vessels will carry wheat, and also copra, 
and we badly want tonnage for the trans- 
port of both commodities. They cain be 
made ready for sea within six or eight 
weeks. Unless we take the course that I 
propose, we shall have to go to law with 
the contractors, and I think it is better to 
let the Public Works Committee decide 
the matter. The members of the Com- 
mittee can be trusted to-conserve the in- 
terests of the Commonwealth. As the 
representative of one of the parties, I 
think that we should be well advised -to 
refer the matter to the Public Works 
Committee, and thus get it settled. I 
have taken a great deal of trouble to 
ascertain the facts, and. “to straighten 
things out, and strongly recommend that 
course. I'he Committee consists of mem- 
bers of this House and the Senate, and 
may be trusted to come to an expeditious 
and righteous decision. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.10]—Appa- 
rently the shipbuilding that has been 
carried on by private enterprise within 
the Commonwealth has proved a failure. 
Honorable members opposite have 


favoured private enterprise as against 


Government control, and some of them 
opposed the building of vessels at the Go- 
vernment yards at Cockatoo Island, Wil- 
lhamstown, Walsh Island, and elsewhere, 


saying that we could do. better, and get | 


ships built more cheaply, if we trusted to 
private enterprise. Now Messrs. Kid- 


man and Mayoh ask to be relieved of their 


contract, and the Wallace Power Boat 
Company have been relieved of another 
contract, Were I asked to choose between 
the course adopted in. the latter case and 
that now “proposed, I would infinitely 
preter the present procedure, because 
everything will be done in the light of 
day. The honorable member for Dalley 
(Mr. Mahony), in whose electorate a 
| great deal of the shipping work has been 


Cancellation of [REPRESENTATIVES.] Shipbuilding Contract. : 


Abas | 
_ Senators Foll, Newland, and Plain, and 


law the less he likes it. 


gross reflection on private enterprise that — 


in the Work 1 or to the Commonwealth. 


carried out, knows more of these matters 
than I do, and, no doubt, will’ have some: 
thing to say about them, N ot only has 
private shipbuilding failed-in the Com- 
monwealth, but the ships which we had 
built for ug at Seattle by private firms 
came to us in the condition of sieves. 

Mr. Warxins.—And cost more 4 
extras than their original price, : 


Mr: TUDOR.-Yes Tae Solosaie 
members of this House and the Senate 
make up. the Public Works Committee 


Messrs. Atkinson, Bamford, Gregory, 
Mackay, Mathews, and Parker Moloney 
but as this is a special matter, I think it 
had better be Selamed to a ‘special Com- 
mittee, composed, off members: familiar 
with. the work to be investigated. In _ 
saying that, I in no way reflect on the — 
ability or honour of the members of the’ 
Works:Committee. Messrs. Kidman and 
Mayoh . say that they are willing to 
accept the verdict of that Committee, but — 
possibly this House might treat the Com- on 
rmittee’s report as it has treated its report 

on the proposal to transfer’ the Notes 
Printing Office from the King’s Ware- 
house £6 the Victoria-parade’site; a 

Mr. Hucues.—If you do not agree to. 
my proposal, Messrs. Kidman and Mayoh — 
will say, “As you are insisting on: a e 
second voice, we must have the same.” ; 
What is needed is finality. Without ee 
decision in the manner [ suggest, ere 
will go to law. ‘Some peu think a 
lot of the law. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I have nee much erie. ] 
miration for the law, except as a ae 
institution for suitors which benefits the 
lawyers. The moré one knows of the — 
I think that — 
there, shotild be a special Committee to es 
deal with this matter. a seh 

Mr. Hueues.—The suggestion ane a spe- | 
cial Committee re-opens the whole ease. : 
What I propose is the result of long hego- e 
tiations: ey 

Mr, TUDOR.—I think that the matter 
should be dealt with by a special Com- 
mitiee. In no case should the Public 
Works Committee’s decision be final, be 
cause its members, like other persons, are 
capable of making mistakes. It is a 


fhe) if 


it has. been unable to conduct shipbuild- : 
ing satisfactorily either to those aie 


Bye nt BH 


Mr, “MAHONY (Dalley) [11.15].—I am 
Teeravatial favorable to having a Commit- 
tee to investigate, not only the matters 
‘spoken of by the Prime Minister, but 
_ everything connected with the building of 
_ wooden ships, both here and in America. 
So far as referring this matter to the 
Public Works Committee is concerned, I 
3 think it would be a mistake to adopt that 
»  eourse.. It would be far better for the 
House to appoint a Select Committee to 

deal with it. The members of the Pub- 

lie Works Committee already have quite 

“a number of important questions engag. 

ing their attention, and there are other 

a matters which must be referred to that 

_ body in the immediate future if our pub- 

lie works policy is to be proceeded with. 

Consequently, that Committee will be 

loaded up with work. We must also re- 

~ eollect that the Public Works Committee 

was constituted by a special Act of Par- 
_liament for a specific purpose- 


Mr. Huewns—I was just endeavour- 
ing to ascertain whether the firm which 
is involved in this dispute with the Com- 

« monwrealth will agree to the proposal that 
the matter should be referred to a Select 
Committee. I will accept the finding of 

ae © the Committee, of course. But there are 
other complications. e propose to 
- refer the matter to the Public Works Com- 
mittee, because that body has some legal 
ie ag 

- Mr. MAHONY.—Has it the legal 
atts to deal with this matter? It was 
appointed to inquire into specific pro- 

_ posals for the expenditure of large sums 


of public money. That is quite a differ-_ 


ent matter from inquiring into a dispute 
between a private firm of contractors and 
the Commonwealth. 


_ Mr. Huexnes.—I would point out to the 
honorable member that it will be useless 
for-us to agree to a motion for a Select 
Committee if the firm in quéstion will not 
concur in the course which is being fol- 
_ lowed. 


Mr. MATHONY, —I have not the 

Pateohitest hesitation in saying that I be- 

oy Mireee the firm will agree to the course 
a “ae is proposed. 

_ Mr. Hueres.—Then I have no objec- 
en If the honorable member likes, I 
will accept the suggestion that the matter 
es be referred to a Select Committee 
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Abhalaiue of a similar number of mem- 
bers:of this Parliament as compose the 
Public Works Committee. 

Mr. MAHONY—In my opinion, the 
matter is one which does not require to 
be investigated by a large Committee. It 
needs a Committee consisting of men who 
have some grip of it. > 

Mr. Tupor.—But the Committee must 
consist of a certain number of members 
from another place. 

Mr. MAHONY.—We ought not’ to 
rush this proposal through the House too 
quickly, 

Mr. Hvenrs.—We had better stick to 
a Committee of nine, composed of six 
members of this House and three mem- 
bers of another place. 

Mr. MAHONY.—The Prime Minister 
agrees that. a Committee of members: of 
Parliament shall be appointed to inves- 
tigate the matter? 

Mr. Hueurs.—Yes. 

Mr. MAHONY-—That being’ so, I 
should like to know what are to be the 
functions of the Committee. Will its 
members be restricted to an endeavour to 
make an arrangement with the firm of 
Messrs. Kidman and Mayoh, or will they 
have an opportunity of investigating the 
whole of the surrounding circumstances? 

Mr. Hueurs.—The whole of the sur- 
rounding circumstances—the workman- 
ship of “the ships, the specifications, the 
extent to which the specifications haye 
been departed from, at whose instance 
they were departed from, whether the 
vessels are seaworthy, their contract 


‘price, whether we ought to be bound by 


that price, and, indeed, the whole, thing. 


Mr. MAHONY.—Will they also have 
the right to consider whether the con- 
tract for the building of these two ves-- 
sels ought not to have been cancelled at 
the time the contracts for the construc- 
tion of other vessels were cancelled? 
Mr. Hueunes.—No. After all, we are 
endeavouring to ascertain how much the 
Commonwealth ought to pay. 

Mr. MAHONY.—Why is it that the 
Commonwealth is called upon to pay 
anything? Where did the initial error 
take place? 

Mr. Hueurs.—There is the contract. 

Mr. MAHONY.—That is the point. 
It may be that that was the initial error 
—that it was a mistake to enter into the / 


contract. Upon the other iota i mav 


be that the initial error was in failing to 


' 


cancel the contract at the time the con- 
tracts for the construction of other vessels : 


were cancelled, 

Mr. Hucuns.—We want a recommenda- 
tion as to how much we should pay in 
order to get these ships. If we did not 
want the vessels [ would not move my 
finger in the matter, and would allow the 
dispute go to law. But we do want the 
vessels, 

Mr. MAHONY.—That is all right, so 
far as it goes. 

Mr. Wisz.—That is the whole issue. 

Mr. MAHONY.—There is more in it 
than that. 

Mr. Hueures.—The honorable member 
wants the Committee to inquire into the 
question of whether we ought’ to have 
ordered the vessels in the beginning. 


Mr. MAHONY.—No. But I want 
the Committee to inquire whether the 
Government should not have secured the 
cancellation of the contract for the con- 
struction of these vessels when other ship- 
building contracts with this very firm of 
Messrs. Kidman and Mayoh were can- 
celled, and when the firm was paid 
£70,000 by way of compensation. The 
Government then agreed that the building 
of the Burnside and Braeside, the two 
vessels which form the subject of the pre- 
sent dispute, should be proceeded with. 
Uhe Committee should be empowered to 
inquire why the contract for the building 
of these vessels was not cancelled when 


other shipbuilding contracts were can- 


celled. 

Mr. Huenes.—It was not cancelled, 
because these ships were then in process 
of construction. 

Mr. MAHONY.—There were. vessels 


in process of construction at that time by 


the Wallace Power Company. At Wool 
wich to-day, honorable members may see 
the skeletons of these vessels the contract 
for the construction of which was can- 


celled by the Government undertaking te 


pay that company compensation to the 


extent of £50,000. The Prime Minister’s — 
contention; therefore, will not hold good. 
Mr. Huaies. _ Vary great headway had 


been made with the construction of the 
Burnside and Braeside. — 

_ Mr. MAHON Y.—Now? 

rae Hueurs. “TN o, then. 


Ri py. ae 


to refer the dispute to a Select Committee? 


bers to place upon the Committee just 


consultation with the honorable member 


the Bibine des was. Hoh in ee a 
time of which I am speaking. 

Mr. Huenss.—Why waste more Nana 

Mr. MAHONY.—I resent that sugges 
tion by the Prime Minister, The con 
tract for the construction of these vessel 
has cost the Commonwealth some hun- 
dreds of thousands of pounds, and I ha 
a right to stand up here and talk about 
it. N either the Prime Minister nor an 
other honorable member has a right to. 
suggest that I am wasting time. 

Mr. Hueues.—Are we not proposing 


ae ae 


Mr. MAHONY.—But I desire to ‘gee 


a Committee appointed which wi 


empowered to investigate the a 
fully. 
Mr. Hueues.—The honorable member 


wishes to make it a political inquiry. 


Mr. MAHONY.—I do. not. Pad 
Prime Minister may appoint whheres he 
chooses upon the Committee. The Go- 
vernment have the power and the num- 


what members they may think fit. This 
matter ought ‘to be investigated by a 
Select Committee, and the ee 
wealth ought not to be forced to eo, to 
law. 
Mr. McWanirams.—lIt shonld_ i 
vestigated by a Royal Commission, an 
not by a Select Committee. ~ : 


Mr. MAHONY.—I want ‘eee ‘ 
more than is proposed by the Prime Min- 
ister. If the right honorable gentleman 
is prepared to agree to the appointment 
of a Select Committee which shall have 
power to conduct an inquiry upon the 
lines I have suggested, I have no objec- 
tion to his proposal. 

Mr. Huenzs.—I am williee to aapeud : 
my motion so as to make it provide for. 
the appointment of a Seleet Committee 
of seven members of this Parliament— 
five from the House of Representatives 
and two from the Senate. 

Mr. Tupvor.—How will the Prime Mia 
ister apportion representation upon the 
Committee ? 

Mr. Huerrs.—lI shall not attempt a hy 
do that now. I shall do it only after 


ee 


c Canetti af } 


OY hate ah the: Phomeeubint alee! for 
ae Franklin (Mr. McWilliams). 
Mr, = McWirtrams.—May - I suggest 
‘ that a Royal Commission should be ap- 
pointed imstead of a Select Committee? 
>) Mr. SPEAKER.—Order!. It is al- 
> most: impossible for me to follow what is 
_ | being: said owing to the frequency of in- 
terjections: and the general hum of con- 
versation. 
iis Mee MAHONY. Siow many members 
of the Committee does the Prime Min- 
ister think should come from the Oppo- 

_ sition side of the chamber, how many 

’ from the Government side, and how 
many from the Corner party? : 

‘Mr. Hucuus.—When the actual per- 
sonnel is brought here, the honorable 
member will be able to scrutinize it, and 
to say whether it is satisfactory or other- 

a SWISS, 
> Mr MAHONY.—But in matters of 
this sort. there is usually an arrangement 
made. : 

Mr. Huenes.—I will bring along the 
‘names of the members whom it is pro- 
posed to appoint, and the honorable 
member will then be able to say whether 
they shall form the Committee or not. 

Mr. MAHONY.—It is not a° question 
of names, but there must be a fair repre- 
sentation of the different parties in this 
Parliament. 

Mr, Hvcuns.—Will not the names 
| Mune from whence the proposed members 
of the Committee come? 

Mr. SPEAKER.—I must ask the hon- 
Scans member for Dalley to address the 
Chair, and not to continue a conversa- 

Ny tion with the Prime Minister. 

Mr, MAHONY.—TI am anxious to do 
so, but this a very important matter. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—It is not proper for 
_ the honorable member to carry on a pri- 
- yate conversation with the Prime ‘Min- 

ister across the table. 

Mr. MAHONY—vVery well. a con- 
bea ‘rider that a Select Committee should be 
- appointed to deal with this matter—— 

- Mr. McWitrrams—It should be a 
Royal Commission, and not a Select 


Me. MAHONY. ha is so. I am 
very glad the honorable member has re- 


: Ae 


Dien me of nage fact, os he and 


“pe Oorose, uy ey, Contract. 
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‘ane boies in connexion with an inquiry 
which we were conducting as members of 
a Select Committee. We discovered that, 
because we were a Select Committee, our 
powers were yery limited. I think, there- 
fore, that a Royal Commission should be 
appointed. : 

Mr. Hueurs.—I cannot agree to that. 
I brought forward this motion, but I 
shall withdraw it and let the matter £0 
to law if there is to he any further objec- 
tion. 

Mr. MAHIONY.—If the Prime Min- 
ister chooses to exhibit temper in regard 
to the matter, that is his affair, but it 
will involve a loss to the country. If the 
Commonwealth has to submit to a loss of 
thousands of pounds merely because he 
chooses to lose his temper, the Common- 
wealth will know what to do. 

Mr, Huenues.—I give way to the hon- 
orable member in everything he wants, 
and yet he keeps on asking for more, and 
more, and more. Oliver Twist was a fool 
to him. ! | 

Mr. MAHONY.—Will the Prime 
Minister agree to the Committee being 
vested with the power for which I have 
been contending ? 

Mr. Hueues.—I will give it all the 
power that I can. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! 
versation is absolutely irregular, 
must not be continued. 

Mr. MAHONY.—I desire that the 
Committee shall have ample powers to 
inquire into this matter, and shall not be 
restricted in their investigations. 

Mr. Hucurs.—I have said that they 
should have the power, and they shall. 
We will give them all the power that we 
have. 

Mr. MAHONY.—AIl the power that 
we have? 

Mr. Huegues.—Can I give them any 
more ? 

Mr. MAHONY.—If the Prime Minis- 
ter will agree that the Committee shall 
have all the power which this House can 
confer upon it, I will accept the proposal. © 

Mr. FLEMING (Robertson) [11.31]. ql 
—There is only one point to which I | 
desire to refer. It seems to me that this — 
ig an inquiry which should naturally fall 
within the province of the Public Ac- — 
counts Committee, and, that rite 50, a 


This con- 
and 


to inquire into the matter at all. 


“Mr, FLEMING. Why is it necessary — 
tos appoint a Special Committee when 4% 
of a Royal Commission. 


this House has already appointed one 


which should proneey deal with the ques- } 


tion? a 


“Mr. as. ny saw the: Chairman of a 
the Public. Accounts Committee (Mr. 


Fowler), who told me that it was busily 
eugaged on another urgent matter. That 
igs why it is not to go to that Committee. 


Ma, FLEMING. —But the inquiry on 
which the Public Accounts Committee is 
now busily engaged is not to continue in- 
definitely. Why, then, should we create 
ae on: Committee? 

r. Hvenzs.—This is an ke a mat- 
a 


Be shall not protest against the proposal; but 
In! bringing it before the House, the Prime 

- Minister did not make it evident that 

the question was so urgent that the Pub- 
Ue Accounts Committee could not take 
it, in hand. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) 1.3 4). 


ae the suggestion that the matter 
2 should be referred to a Committee of 
* inquiry. there can be practically no objec- 
MONS 
: experience of the Select Committee on 


Sea Carriage, I think a Select Committee — 


under the Prendine Orders is exceedingly 
restricted, 
matter can be made only by a Royal 
, Commission. : 


| 


a 8 tanding Orders? 


AM WE CLAMS Tn ne 


i House to meet while the House 1 is sitting, 


ouse if it desires to make inquiries in 
e se) reral States. The greater part of 


“New South Wales, and, that being so, 


More’ hampered in _ its 


“Mar. aeons ee 6 are ae now going oo 


a view to insert in lieu there 


_ this House.” : 


-T understood the honorable 


ee G.—If this is an urgent 


Sa demanding immediate inquiry, I 


the” matter: presents itself 


but, having regard to the recent 


A proper inquiry into this 


% Ma iasae nn what way is a a 
. Select Committee restricted under the. 


eee 
oe lace, it must obtain the consent of the 


1d must also secure permission from the 


Bs inquiry will undoubtedly take place © 
, | point: to act as” arbitrators, 
} proposed Select Committee will be 
opera 
s than a Royal Commission | would : 
ae Royal. Compustion would - be 


1 Le of inquiry should h 


ment will not accept that v 
Mr. Hvenss ——bedo nots 
Mr. McWILLIAMS. —T 


hat the words “the Parliam 
Committee on Public Works ” b 


“ Royal Commission consisting 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydn 
He ee sa McWilliams 


Meth ayy ee ek ; 

Mr. RYAN.—I am not 
 bhuffed ” by the Treasurer 
Cook). I wish to state bri 


‘The Prime Minister (Mr. 
down. to the House this m 
leave to move a motion w 
and having obtained that le 
what, in my opinion, iS a Ve 

motion requiring careful con 
honorable members. ‘This isnot a m 
that can . be determined by 
across the table. It i is one i 
honorable member is inter 
one, want to know what n 
is for this ee toa C 


iy ae idan a i 
construction of certain ships, 


‘Kidman and Mayoh now d 
that. contract. cancelled. ae ui 


a Committee which it is p 


‘a resort to the law.” If ‘the 
‘conducts. its business ‘pro 
ee afraid of any la 


ee 


- motion. 
refer to a Select Committee the question 
of whether or not a particular firm shall 
be compelled to carry out its contract? 


_ Cancellation ore 


[29 Dotan 1920. ] “Shipbuilding Contract. 


ra 
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ign’ ) ae % \y 


ie Brgy abr eowhs drew. up the con- 


Mr. RYAN. —I do not know; and be- 
fore I shall be prepared to refer a matter 


of this sort to some Committee, the majo- — 


rity of which will consist of supporters of 
the Government, I shall want to know 


why it is necessary for the Government 


not to insist upon the performance of the 
contract, whatever it may be. Is not the 
contract a definite one? If it is a definite 
contract, then what need can there be to 
refer it to a Committee? Why this rush- 
ing of the whole matter? Why all this 
urgency? This work has been going on 
for quite a long time, but the Prime Min- 
ister suddenly finds ‘it necessary to rush 


‘in with a motion concerning a matter 
which I am sure not one-fourth of the 
members of the House fully understand. 


Before I agree to any motion I want to 
understand exactly what it is proposed to 
do, and why it is necessary to carry such a 
Why should it be necessary to 


The whole position should be clearly and 
definitely stated in the contract as between 
the Government and the contractors. That 


being so, I am not prepared to agree to the 


reference at all, until something more 
definite is put before the House. 

If there is to be a reference, then I 
agree with the honorable member for 
Franklin that it should be to some body 
that is clothed with full power to in- 


_ vestigate the whole subject. . 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster. —It is Peallsd a 
Board of Arbitrators that is suggested. 

Mr. RY AN.—Then should not the Go- 
vernment be able to say on what grounds 
they should refer the dispute to arbitra- 
tion? - 

Mr. Hueaues.—Under the contract, 
the contractors can go to arbitration on 
all these points, and defy us. We are 


entirely at their mercy. Tf they say they 
want to go to arbitration, then there must 


be a resort to arbitration. 
Mr. Brennan.—Where is the contract? 
_ Mr. Hueuxs.—It is in your office. At 


Teast it should have been had you been 
alert in your business. 


Mr, RYAN—It- is useless for the 
Prime Minister to joke about this matter. 


‘ 


_ to carry away their produce—— 


ie the contractors ra the right to refer 
the question to arbitration 
Mr. Hueurs.—They have. 
Mr. RYAN.—Then why not refer it to 


- arbitration ? 


Mr. Hueurs.—The contractors have 
selected this form of arbitration. 

Mr. RYAN.—If that is so, it is for the 
Government to take the responsibility of 
any reference, and not to come down to 
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this House and try to shuffle the respoun- 


sibility on to honorable members. 


Mr. Hueues.—The honorable member 
is suggesting that we should go behind 
the back of Parliament? 

Mr. RYAN.—No; but while I am a 
member of this House I am not going to 
allow the Prime Minister to shuffle on to 
it a responsibility which is properly that 
of Cabinet Ministers. The mght hon- 
orable gentleman has a habit of doing 
that sort of thing. He rushes into the 
House, obtains leave to move a motion 
without notice, and shoves on ‘to some 
one else’s shoulders responsibilities that 
are properly his own. 6 
_ Sir JosepH Coox.—And if we under- 
took that responsibility the honorable 
member would say that we ought not to 
have done so. 

Mr. RYA'N.—Not at all. If we accept 
this proposal the Prime Minister will be 
able to say, later on, “I referred the 
matter to the House.. This is a matter 
with which the Public Works Committee, 
the Public Accounts Committee, or some 
other ‘Select Committee has dealt with.” 
If that sort of reference is to be made, it 
should be provided for before a contract 
is entered into: In that event, the respon- 
sibility would from the beginning rest 
upon the Committee. But what the/ 
Prime Minister does is to come to the/ 
House, and to shuffle off his shades ace 
when he is getting into a hole. 

Mr. Hueues.—We have not got into 
hole. | 

Mr. RYAN.—The right honorable gen- 
tleman tries to put on the shoulders of 
the Committee what is properly the 
sponsibility ' of the Cabinet. eda 


ment eal Sh rush this aS baby 
give time ‘for its proper consideration: 

Mr. Hueues.—It makes no differ 
to me. If the wheat-growers want 


i 
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Mr. RYAN —More bluff! The a 


honorable member threatened just now to. 


withdraw the motion. That, too, was 
pure bluff. 
withdraws it or not. 
an excuse offering for shuffling out of 
Government responsibility, and, covering 
up any particular transaction. If there 
is to be an inquiry into this matter, then 
by all means let it be carried out by a 
Royal Commission. As suggested by the 
honorable member for Franklin, a Royal 
Commission would have full power to in- 
vestigate the matter. I agree with that, 
and will support the amendment. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) |[11.43].— 
This matter was mentioned to me a few 
days ago, and I understood that it was 

of very great urgency. I gathered that 

a eontract had been entered into; that 
trouble bad arisen in connexion. ih ates 
that a resort to arbitration would ea 
indefinite delay, and that it was ex- 
tremely desirable that these vessels should 
be available at the earliest possible mo- 
ment. J*was asked whether the Public 
Works Gommitiee would undertake an 
imquiry, so as to be able to make-a re- 
commendation to the Government. 


Mr. Rran.—Who approached the hon- 
orable member ? 


Mr. GREGORY.—The eon iey to 
the Prime Minister. So far as I know, 
there is no suggestion of anything that 
would require investigation at the hands 
of a Royal Commission. There is 
nothing demanding a special investigation 
other than can be secured under the 
Statute controlling the Public Works 


Committee. The Committee has full 
| power to take evidence on oath. In 
.ordinary circumstances the reference 


‘should undoubtedly have been to the 
Public Accounts Committee. That Com- 
mittee, however, is engaged upon a spe- 
cial investigation, which it is estimated 
will oceupy its attention for three weeks 
or a month. ‘The House was particularly 
anxious that the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee should immediately undertake the 
inquiry upon which it is now working. 
ee no desire to have enias to do 


urgdney, and on looking a the Public 


Works Committee Act I found that such 


_ Cancellation AB (REPRESENTATIVES, } _Shipbciing Cor 


I do not care whether he 
There is always 


Committee ~ has 


a Nae clearly comes uo | 
powers of the Committee. 
J promised that the Conia: Cron 
undertake the work, though ee 4 
had not the slightest desire Wor ds 07 


Mr. Ryan.—Did the honorable 3 ‘mem 
ber consult the members of the” Me 
Committee ? ee 


Mr. GREGORY.—One or two. 
Mr. T'upor.—The members on this side 
say that they were not consulted. : 


‘Mr. GREGORY.—I do not ‘hea the 
honorable member for ee. ies 
will say that. 


Mr. Matrurws.—This is the first I haw 
heard of the matter. 


Mr. GREGORY. nD said Ghat Ye the 
matter was referred to the Publie Works 
Committee I, as Chairman, could see no 
objection to our undertaking the inquiry, — 
but we had no great desire for it. Th 
Government were very desirous of coming 4 
to some finality so that the ships could — 
be either disposed of or fixed up and put. 
into commission. For that reason I con-- 
sented to the Committee undertaking the - 
inquiry. If Parliament is agreeable, there 
is ample power for the Committee to 
make the inquiry, provided the reference - 
is complete enough to allow us. to make 
every investigation. It is for the House - 
to say whether the Committee is com- 
petent to prepare a report_that will be 
satisfactory to Parliament, and enable 
the Government to carry out whatever i is : 
determined in relation to the contract. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Perna 
[11.47].—We are in a peculiar position. 
Hi understand that what is required is 
more in the nature of arbitration than an 
inquiry, and it. was suggested that the 
Public Works Committee should be the 
arbitrator. My opinion is that the mein- 
bers of that Committee are quite as com- 
petent to consider the matter as would be 
any other Committee appointed by the — 
House, despite the fact that honorable 
members may be attacked individually. 

Mr. Grugory.—Do not forget that ne 
power to. appoint 
assessors; I omitted to mention that fact. 

Mr. MATHEWS ——Peculiar attacks 


are made on members of the Works Com- yy 
oo Mie everybody is Biony to ae ee 


lly, | am not hankering after this 
[he Works Committee already has 
of work to. ‘do. But I do think 
the matter is not referred to the 


ed to the Public Accounts Com- 
ee. I can see no necessity for the 
~ ppointment of a special Select Com- 
na ae ait an care! into the alge 


. if & 
Re 


, “Hoantg.—There is 
bat fell. a 


oil MATHEWS —I understand that 
: te proposal is simply to appoint a Com- 
mittee as arbitrator. If the House does 
not think that the Public Works Com- 
mittee is competent to deal with the 
matter the inquiry should be intrusted to 
the ‘Public Accounts Committee. If 
neither of those bodies is acceptable, Par- 
liament should abolish both of them. 


a Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime ates 
ister and Attorney-General) [it.40]-+ 
The honorable member who has jus: re- 
sumed his seat has dealt with the mutter 
very. fairly. - The points to be settled 
are perfectly clear and arise out of the 
attempt of the contractor to carry out his 
ontrasi. The Governmeni, through its 
jepartmental officers, made repe nied des 
mands for variations, additions, and 
ulterations to the vessels, “some of “which 
the contractor said were outside the scope 
ewe contract. The Government said 
they were not. The Diesel engines were 
: taken out of the vessels, aan the con- 
_ tractor claims an allowance for them. 
: ‘The Government say that he has an allow- 
ance, inasmuch as he bas the engines. 
Still, the amount is in dispute. Then 
t was suggested that the ships be sold to 
Burns, tae and Company for a certain 
price.’ Burns, Philp and Company 
asked at some alterations should be 
made. The contractor made the altera- 
tions at a cost of £13,000 to £15,000. 
Burns, Philp and Company then narod 
for further alterations, and the con- 
tractor asked who. would pay, him for 
%y them. Thus there is a dispute between 
: a Yo as a how much is owing to 


nothing of 


R, a 


Ok 1d must put up. ich ge i : 


‘Works Committee. 


icasy anes (Mr. MeWilliams) ? 


x Alt abe poet has es 


‘4 Shipbuiing Contract 6087 i 


( to ag" is 6 pene in hae mawae ee : 


order to give the House an opportunity 
of expressing its view, I shall adhere to 
the motion I submitted. If any mem- 
ber of the Opposition moves that the re- 
ference be to a Select Committee, the 
honorable member for -Franklin (Mr. 
McWilliams) may move to substitute a 
Royal Commission. The matter ean be 
decided in that way. If the House thinks: 
that the matter should be referred to a 


Select Committee, I shall offer no objec- 


tion, but I shall take exception to the ap- 
pointment of a Royal Commission, be-. 
cause such a course would be absurd: No 
witnesses need be heard other than the 
parties themselves. We have only to ap- 
point an arbitrator, and the whole of the 
information is available. All the Com- 
mittee need do is to consider that infor-. 
mation and look at the ships to see if 
they are seaworthy and the work done 
to them is worth the money that is 
claimed by the contractor: 

Mr. Manony.—May not we move an 
amendment to the motion? | 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The Prime Min- 
ister has replied, and it is too late for 
an amendment to be moved now. 

Mr, Tupor.—The Prime Minister cer- 
tainly gave me to understand that. he 
would move for a Select Committee, and 
I aecepted that. | A 

Mr. HUGHES.—That is all right, but 
no sooner did I accept that, than another 
proposal was made for the appointment 
of a Royal Commission. I will not 
agree to that. 


Mr, SPEAKER.—There is only one 
proposal before the Chair, and that is the. 
motion to refer this matter to the Public 
If honorable mem-. 
bers desired to substitute any other pro- 


posal, they should have moved to amend 


the motion according to the ee 
‘Orders. : 
_ Mr. Tupor.—-Mr. Speaker— 
Mr.. SPEAKER. — The honorable 
member may not speak now, the Prime. 
Minister having rephed, and thus closed. L 
the debate. | ho. 
Mr. Marony.—What about the amend- 
ment moved by the honorable member for 


' Mr. SPEAKER.—There is no arnend- 
ment before the. House. An amend nent 
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| Higgs, WwW, Ct Tellers: 

SETS TESA C., | Burchell, R. J. 
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— MeWi liams, We S.) 


Bowden, E. K. Catts, J. H. 
Chapman, Austin . | davelle, “U.ogs 
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6 a fits. conferred by th 


soldier, but. each, ¢1 case is ¢ 


and to-day a statement, app 


‘ies member’s question ap 


in order 1 in replying to it no 


/ beet: given to the th 
: ra blind tubercular, and limb- 
maimed ‘soldiers to participate 


oe not eligible; 
on. of the _Commissio 


ienay is ee ‘upon the - 


‘its merits. 


: i. MARKS. Has. fhe i 
‘the Navy seen in the press of 


from the N. avy Office, ‘deali 
prize money, and the pare 
Australians. therein? As 
_ knows, I have been i in oe 
on this” matter, and with hi 
put on the notice-paper a 
cerning it. I now desire 
whether the statement appear 
press. was issued with his au 
stead of being made on tho f 
House in answer to the questior 
ee on the notice-paper ? 
LAIRD SMITH.—A 


notice-paper, I doubt wheth 


. SPEAKER.—The 
ae ae the honorable memb 


‘stand taal’ hes is os the 
a certain course was taken, 
take with ~ cgaice 


are ee get it. from the Opposition. 
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ers: 


te Ocronen, 4920. ie 


a 
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~ Pensioners. 


a ala Biya 4 those ek 


week. Will the Treasurer have the 
. "amount restored to. Ts. 6d.? 
ac gehts JOSEPH COOK.—I am glad the 


See eerie member has brought this sub- 


"ject up, because it gives me an opportunity 
_ to say that the other day I received a de- 


 putation from all sides of both Houses 


. regarding it. y inclination was then, 


__ and is still, to permit the blind pensioner, 
“who is otherwise hale and well—his only 
. disability being his blindness—to earn up 
to the minimum wage, including his pen- 


sion. I asked honorable members who 


vine were, on that deputation to ascertain if the 
opinion of the House would be favorable 


to putting through a very*short measure, 


Be dealing with that subject only, without any 


delay. I regret to say that J have been 
: informed thats the honorable member’s 


: side of the House will not agree to an 


pe eneoment of that kind. 
Mr. Ritxy.—That is not true 
~as I am coucerned. 
. Mr. Manony. Nor so far as | am con- 
~ cerned. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK—I am informed 


so far 


- that it is the intentiom to load the Bill 


with other amendments if I bring it for- 


es _ ward. 


Mr. Manony.—Who told you? 
Mr. Tupor.—That is quite right. Some 


of our fellows said they would object. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am surprised 


seit: re the Deputy Leader of that party rais- 


ing this question. He ought to know, if 


‘ a he does not, exactly what the position is. 


Aa ‘That | 
is, it was reduced from 7s. 6d.-to 5s. per 


™% 


Mr. Consipinn. —The matter should be 


threshed out on the floor of the House, 


and not settled by private agreement. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am suggest- 
ing that it should be threshed out here; 
but I asked for an undertaking, to which 
I think I am entitled. When I try to 


ve meet the difficulty arising out. of the posi-. 


tion of blind soldiers alone, I may fairly 


on ask for a guarantee by the House that the 
_ whole question of pensions will not be 


raised. 

. Mr. McWu11ams. —You may have a 
guarantee from this party that it will 
~ not be raised. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Thanks; but I 
g 

| Later: 

» Mr. TUDOR, —May I ask the Trea- 
, surer a gains ae out of his recent 


soldiers, I shall ‘bring it in at once. 


piensa 4 I am sure he was not anxious 
that any person should be misrepresented. 


a 


I was one of the deputation that waited 


on himyand I informed him that I would 
consult the members of my party. I did 
consult them, Did I not inform him that 
they said they desired to obtain the same 


treatment for invalid pensioners in cer- 


tain cases as was proposed for the blind, 
and to amend the Bill in that way, not 
that they were going to overload it with 
amendments ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is quite true 
that the honorable member did tell me 
that members 

Mr. Manony.—Then why did you not 
say so? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK—I did Say so. 
I said distinctly that I had been informed 
that they would not give this simple Pill 
a clear passage, but intended tg load it 
With other amendments, opening up new 
ground, That is the statement 1 made, 
and that now receives confirmation at 
the hands of the Leader of the Opposi- 
t10n. 

Mr. Tupor.—I think you have gone 
very much wider than my statement. 


sir JOSEPH COOK.—I assure the 
honorable member that I have not. 
Mr. Manony.—Drop the killick; you 


are drifting. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—May I ask the 
Leader of the Opposition a question, to 
clear this matter up? 


Mr. SPEAKER—Order! [ should 


not have allowed the Leader of the Op-— 
position to ask the question, because 1 — 
the well-known rule that 
questions arising out of the answers of | 


disregarded 


Ministers to previous questions must not 
be put. I thought in this case that it~ 


might be allowed: as the House was in- 


tokoated in the matter, but I see that ie 
should not have relaxed the rule. 
orable 
developed into an irregular debate. 
cannot be allowed to go further. 
Later: 
Mr. MARR.—Is the 


Treasurer pre: 


pared now to bring in a Bill to deal with 


the question of blind soldiers’ pensions? — 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—iIf I have the | 
assurance of the honorable members of 
the House, particularly of the Opposi-' 
tion, that they will not broaden the scope 


of the proposal to deal with the blind 


d 


Hon- 
members see how the matter has © 


Ey 


3 


6089 


7 6090 . et Assault on te 


“Mr. Brennan.—You will get no assur- 


ance from me that I will restrict my right 


to discuss a Bill in this House. ‘When 
the Bill comes before. the House 


consider what its object is. 


IMPORTATION OF POTASH. 


Mr. LISTER.—As reports are being 
freely circulated in the country that it 1s 
contemplated to place restrictions on the 
importation of potash into Australia, 
will the Minister for Trade and Customs 
say if any such restrictions have been im- 
posed, and, if so,, for what reason ? 


Mr. GREENE,.—There are no restric- 
tions in ‘regard to the importation of pot- 
ash so long at it comes from the deposits 
in Alsace. There are restrictions on its 
importation if it comes from Germany, 
but outside of that there are none. fF 
understand that ample supplies can be ob- 
tained from the deposits in Alsace. 


CYCLONE WARNINGS. 
Wiis GROUP. 


Mr. BAMFORD.—On Wednesday I 
asked the Postmaster-General a question 
regarding the establishment of a radio 
station on one of the islands of the Willis 
group, off the coast of Queensland. He 


promised to make inquiries and Jet me 


know the result as early as possible. Has 
he any information yet to give? IL would 
press. him to treat the matter as urgent, 
because it is very serious, and if anything 
is to be done, it should be done at once. 


Mr. WISE.—I have not received the 


information yet. 


ASSAULT ON CADET. 
“Wh CONSIDIN E.—Can the Assistant 


Minister for Defence inform me if any 
action of a disciplinary nature has been 
taken in the case, to which J drew his at- 
tention, of an assault by a military officer 
on a cadet at Broken Hill? 


Sir’ GRANVILLE RYRIE.—Yes, 
action was taken by the Defence Depart- 
ment. The officer who assaulted a cadet 
was relieved of his position, and has since 
been refused employment in the Defence 
ees, 


peprne PSENTATIVES, J ; 


fl) ew 


M oratonium 


Louie of as 
State “Premiers. . 
_ Premiers will be meeting nae nee wh el 
end next. Will the Prime Minister p1 

the. matter before them, in- view | : 


if they eould get an extension Poe a ie ; 
while, say, until the wheat payin. 
made, might be able to carry on. 
something be done to bring his matter 
forcefully before the Premiers, in orde 
to save many of these people from dis 
aster? In the particular case of which | 
hold the particulars in my hand, the mort- 
gagor has only until the filet of next 
month to pay up or be ar out on es 
road. hee 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! ‘The igi 
able member is entitled to ask a aes 
but not to make a speech. — 


Mr, HUGHES.—T will — ‘hie ae 
ter up. i 


TRADE WITH GERMANY. 


Ma OR Ly ae the Prime Minister: 
prepared to make a statement, on behalf 
of the Government, that we wall be able 
to resume trade with Germany and our 
other late enemies | All the other dae 
tries are doing it. : ; 


Mr. HUGHES.—1I do not as shat 

other countries are doing, and I do not 
care, This House can have an oppor. 
tunity of expressing an opinion on the 
matter whenever it likes. Diam not im 
favour of opening our arms to our dear 
Lrothers, the Germans. They ean have a 
fair deal, The Germans in this country 
will have a fair deal; but I am not in 
favour of resuming trade relations with ‘ 
Germany. : 
Mr. Riney.—Are you against it for all sg 
time? y 

Mr. HUGHES.—No: certainly not. : 
Let the question come before me Bice 
Say, am another year. i: 


CONDUCT OF BUSINESS. 


Mr, SPEAKER.—Order! Business | 
of the day. Pages HbR Bprice, ; 


Lr eeatan 


; ROS Ds eS 
i HL ae yok 


po I rose se¥eral times for the 
ae urpose of asking a question to which 
heey desired an answer, but I did not get the 
ie: I make no. ‘complaint about that; 
but, greatly to my surprise, when I rose 
the ‘last time, I understood you to call on 
te the business of the day. I should like 
peo you to explain. why that was done. 
MER Mr. SPEAKER.—I had already called 
on. the business of the day when the hon- 
erable member rose to ask his question. 
|) Fedirect: his attention to the well-estab- 
i. lished rule of Parliament that only 
questions of an urgent nature, which 
-- eannot conveniently go on the business- 
Ne ‘ paper, should be’ asked without notice. 
It eannot be said. that any of the 
pacestions which have been ‘put this 


B Morning are of that character; yet it. 


‘is now twelve. minutes past hipelys, and 
the business on the notice-paper has not 
yet been reached. In the circumstances, 
ss | seeing that the House was getting into a 
. @ very disorderly condition, and that ir- 
oN fie debates were developing under the 
guise of questions, I told the Clerk to 
“eal on the business of the day. 


| Mr. Brennan.—lI rise to order. I sub- 
i - ike that I have a perfect right to state 

; oy papother point of order. _ 

- Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! I have al- 
ay given my decision, and the honor- 
able member cannot debate it. 

Mr. Brennan.—lI rise to a new point 
of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER. —Order! I ask the 
honorable member to discontinue argu- 
_ ment epath the Chair. 


“NAVAL PRIZE MONEY. 


ie MARKS asked the Minister for 
“the: Navy, upon notice— 
oe 1. Whether it is a fact that there are 
- grumblingsyin all ranks of the Royal Australian 
Navy at the long-withheld distribution of the 
naval prize money? 
» 2. When may such distribution be ea pected 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—The answers 
to the honorable member’s questions are 
/. as follow :—'- 
acy, Very few inquiries have been received 
# eo H.M.A. ships regarding payment of prize 
‘money. On 7th August last all ships were in- 
- formed that prize money could not be paid 
, until authority had been received from the 


- douot) pate ierstisd my 


20. an ny Wher Prophies: 


8. Ratmociey o pay prize. money in cases - 
where war service was wholly in the Royal 
Australian Navy has now been received, and 
instructions regarding distribution have al- 
ready been issued to H.M.A. ships. In eases. 
where war service was in both the Royal Navy 
and Royal Australian Navy, authority to pay 
has not. yet. been received. from the Admiralty. 


se 


| WAR TROPHIES. 
Mr. MARKS -asked the Minister for 


Home and Territories, wpon notece— 


As the Finance Committee of the Sydney 
Municipal Council has refused to call a meet- 
ing of the mayors of municipalities and 
shires to consider the distribution to them 
of the war trophies, and haying in mind 
the urgent representations of the mayors con- 
cerned, will the Government take the neces- 


sary steps to have this urgent matter 
finalized ? . 
Mr. POYNTON.—I have arranged 


for this matter to be- specially submitted 


_to the. New South Wales Trophy Com- 


mittee, of which a meeting will be held, 


within a fortnight. 


RIFLE MATCHES. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER asked 
the Minister representing the it ds 
for Defence, wpon notice— 


Whether, in view of the reduced allowance 
on the Estimates for rifle clubs, and the ex- 
pected visit to the Commonwealth of an 
English rifle team, the Minister will graut an 
increased supply of ammunition to enable 
Australia. to give a good account of herself 
in the forthcoming contests ? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. — Con- 
sideration will’ be given to the matter; 
but it may be stated a quantity of ammu-. 
nition has already been provided free of | 
charge to rifle associations in connexion — 
with the State matches at which. the | 
British team is to compete, 


at 
‘ 
DOUBLE INCOME TAX. 4 


Mr. MARR (for Sir Roszrt Bron) 


asked the Treasurer, wpon notice— 


I. Mr. Chamberlain, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, having announced in his. Budget 
speech this year that, in order to afford relief 
to double income taxpayers, a refund of pe 
the tax paid in the British self-governing co 
munities to an*amount not exceeding 4s. "3d. in 
the £1 would be refunded by the British Go: 
vernment, and he having further stated that all 
the Dominion Governments had agreed to make! 
a similar concession—will the Treasurer state’ 
what measures he proposes to take to — 
‘effect to this promise? ees a 


Ui 
i By) 
a) 


—— 


Re STAAL 


contingent on this relief being granted, and 
‘people who already have large investments in 


* determine whether 
to continue such investments ? 
- Sir J OSEPH COOK.—The answers 


to the honorable member’ 8 questions are 
as follow :— 


1. This de is under consideration, and 


‘I hope it may be dealt with at-an early date. 
2. The Government is in possession of no in- 
formation of this nature. 


t. 


“SHIPPING SPACE FOR OATS. 
Mr, LISTER asked the Prime Min- 
ister, upon notece— , 
Whether he can make any statement as to 
the possibility - of securing shipping space for 
oats, seeing that many farmers are desirous of 
exporting same, inorder to as far as possible 
avoid the slump in prices which it is alleged is 
almost certain to come about in view of the 

_extraordinarily good harvest anticipated? 


Mr. HUGHES.—Inquiries are being 
made as to the prospects of space being 
made available for oats, and I shall in- 
form the honorable member of the result 


| as soon as possible. 
& 


. COMMONWE ALTH WOOLLEN 
CLOTH FACTORY. 


i Exrmn ston To BUILDINGS AND EquipMENT 
- at GEELONG. 


_ Debate resumed from 27th October 
(wide page 5993), on motion by Mr. 
Groom— | 

CMe bea heigedanes ait the provisions of 
_ the Commonwealth Public Works Committee 
Act 1913-1914, the following works be referred 
to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works for their report thereon, viz.:— 
‘Extension to buildings and equipment of the 


- Commonwealth Woollen Cloth Factory at Gee-~ 


we long, Victoria. _ 
On which Mr. 


| CuaritTon had moved, 
by way of amendment— | 

_ ‘hat the following words be added :—< or 
erection of buildings at Canberra, "Now 


South” Wales. fi 


Mr. Manony .—I desire to take your 
z ‘ruling, ‘Mr. Speaker, as to whether this 


matter is properly before the House. It | 


_eame before us first by way of notice of 
“motion, and was being discussed as a 
motion, when the debate was interrupted 
inder standing order 119. It is more cor- 
ect. ie, Pay that an honorable member 


a a 7 a fe that’ rubers is: fa daeiple 
money ‘awaiting investment. from the old world | 


3 however, now appears on t 
as an Drdén of the Day. 


‘Australia. are awaiting this relies in order to. 
+ is worth their while 


sae > 


without first asking the 
House. 


| aulguatcally, an Order of Ey ene: 


Day for a later hour of th 


on this motion for the “exter 
Bee Woollen pole a 


on an Ode: of oe Dex 


Order of the Day? Stand 


An Order of. the. Dawe is a 
matter which the House has 
nee. into Geedepeeos: on a 


1S laid down eae ‘The 
or hg Minister cannot, 

paper ‘as an Order 
If the House grant leave, 
business can be placed on the notice-paper — 


as an Order of the Day in 
tion the Government may t 


no permission ins been 
House for it to be ake an | 


as to “eo 
ae as an 


it not to be specifically made ¢ an Order 
the Day? ie, ee 

- Mr. Groom.—I moved tk 
journed debate be made an | 


Mf. SPEAKER.—The 1x 
Minister says, was that the busine 
made an Order of the Day fora later | 
of the day. 

Mr. Manony.—Very well, 

“ catch” 
motion. 


‘Mr. ROBERT cook (indie [is 24 
I listened with deep interest to ithe d 


we | sha 


the Government : ops ine 


~x z rou Ses 
be 


wet 


” a ‘ teas Bad a? aot ° ‘ere 


vof. hie act that? we. aay have at Gee- 
~ long the necessary land, buildings, and 
plant, the proposal of the Government is 
judicious, more particularly when we take 
into consideration the great shortage in 
aries, and that those supplies can be 
increased very considerably by means of 
_ this project. Under the circumstances the 
a motion shall have my support. 


It is gener ally supposed that there are 

_ three parties in this House, but if the dis- 

- eussion on this ‘motion be any indication, 

it would appear that there are at least 

* seventy-five parties, each member, appa- 

rently, being desirous to have woollen 

_ mills erected in his constituency at the 
_ eost of the Commonwealth. 


Mr.. James Pace.—Here 


: does not desire such a thing. 


Dr. 
, other. 


Mr. ROBERT COOK.—Then I must 
make an exception of those two honorable 
members. What would it cost the coun- 
try if the various members who have 
_ spoken on this motion had their requests 
granted? I venture to say that to equip 
a mill, equal in every particular to the 
existing Commonwealth Woollen Mill, 


is one that 


EKARLE a —And. ‘here is. an- 


would cost, at the present time, at least 


£500,000. bh? 


en Mary RILEY ——Who told you that? You 
are not dealing with butter now; this is 
~a matter of which you know nothing. 


Mr. ROBERT COOK.—Possibly the 
facts I am relating are strange to the 
honorable member, but, however that may 
_ be, I intend to deal only with facts. There 
seems to be a desire on the part of some 
honorable members for sole Government 
control of the woollen business; but no 
such proposal shall have my’ support. It 
is recognised that there are great openings 
for this industry i in Australia, but what 
is required for its development i is the en- 
% - couragement of co-operative effort and 
_ Private enterprise. No doubt Govern- 
ment assistance, both State and Federal, 


/is necessary. By that I mean that it is- 


perenne the Commonwealth may have to 
finance the States, but it is for each 


x _ State to finance eal industries within its 


boundaries. In different parts of the 
Commonwealth there are several pro- 


Cloth Factory. 


| posals for the establishment of’ woollen 


mills; quite a number of companies are 
on the verge of flotation, and in my con- 
stituency at least two are ready for regis- 
tration. Those concerned in these enter- 
prises do not desire any “ spoon-feeding,” 
nor, indeed, any assistance without offer- 
ing tangible security. The feeling in 
my district, and I trust in other districts 
also, is that those immediately concerned 
should find as much of the necessary 
capital as possible, say 50 per cent., the 
balance to be advanced by the -Govern- 
ment on first class security. There is no 
idea of raiding the Treasury in any shape 
or form; they ask for no advances which 
they do not intend to repay. All they 
desire is, as I say, some assistance on 
good security. 


In my opinion it will be many years 


before the necessary labour for a woollen | 


mill could be obtained in the Federal area. 
If the Government have money to spend 
in this direction, their wisest course would 
be to wait until the housing and general 
conditions in that part of Australia are 
more congenial; at present, I regard the 
amendment as outside practical con- 
sideration. 


As to the woollen industry generally, 
IT have collected some information from 
the Bureau of Commerce and Industry, 
of which Mr. Stirling Taylor is the 
Director. We are told that the establish- 
ment of this industry must have many 
advantages for young Australia. This 


country, we are told, should not only 


grow wool, but should manufacture it, at 
least, to such an extent that the Aus- 
tralian people may be clothed with Aus- 
tralian-made woollen goods, the making 
of which would find employment and 
wages for Australian workmen,: and for 
other population which is so much de- 
sired, and is offered. It is generally 
acreed that we require population; and, 
taking into consideration that we are such 
an extensive wool-producing country, the 
wool industry offers great opportunities, 
indeed, for a most desirable class of im- 
migrant. Quite a number of people are 
of opinion that the Bureau is desirous 


that there shall be a huge social- 
istic Government venture. That is _ 
not so; and, I, for one, am very’ 
much opposed to any such idea. 


In reference to the 


/ 
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Cetin that the — 


RS fan nits i at ee 
ee ae ee en ee Rn Te Pee 


mt RAVE, ‘In my opinion, this is the safest 
and ‘most economical way of carrying on 

| ‘industry. At the present time, It 

is pointed out, the output of woollen and 
worsted goods from Australia is only 15 


- monwealth, which is a shocking state of 
affairs, taking into consideration the fact 
that ‘Australia produces something like 
one-fifth of the world’s supply of wool. 
It is estimated by the Bureau that 
£14, 000,000 would be required during 


oo next ten or fifteen years to establish 
complete up-to-date woollen mills in each 


State. Seeing that ‘the British-Aus- 
tralian Tobacco 
Limited has a capital of £5,500,000, 


: Howard Smith Proprietary Limited: a 


Sugar Refining Company a capital of 
‘A, 000,000, the “three companies having a 
total capital of £14,500,000, there ought 
not to be any difficulty in raising suffi- 
ient money to establish the manufacture 


larly when we realize that even to meet 
_ the present requirements of the popula- 
- tion would necessitate the treatment of 
at Teast 2,000,000 Ibs. of greasy wool per 


ef Commerce and Industry is that a com- 
pany. should be formed in each State on 


i equired to finance the scheme would 


0 th ‘Wales, 
2, 7000, 000 for | 
‘ - South Australia, — 


- industries such as. fertilizers 


ourse, ‘py any Sa tania as- o ! 
istance the Government are prepared to _ 


alien “industry. natio 


per cent. “of the requirements of the Com- 


ment of the Commonweal 
I trust that honorable m 


on 


Company Proprietary 


eapital of £5,000,000, and the Colonial eke alae 


of woollen goods in each State, particu-- 


apparently, one will be o 


annum. The suggestion of the Bureau 


the basis of the wool produced within the 
State, and it is estimated that the capital : 
be. “approximately £5,000,000 for New . 
£3,000, ‘000 for Victoria, 4 
‘Queensland, | £1,000,000 
or £1,000, 000 for 
a ern Australia, and £250, 000 for Tas- 

a Viet best. ‘indication ee the. de- Hea 
ter rise are Se i ‘hen cat 
g dates, spoke’ latform ag 


: ously 
| and 


aE ate ie very sor 


scheme suggested by t 
Science and Industry is 
lines. An attempt to nat 
not only deliver a serious 
enterprise, but also retar 


anxious to. promote the e 
the manufacture of woo 
consult Mr. ‘Stirling Tay] 
of the Bureau of Com 
dustry, because he has t 
the subject collec 


hee ae information. i 


cae of his advice, they 
ing con 
that the woollen industry 
veloped, not. only in the intere 
wool-grower or the consu b 
the interests ce ie gen : 
Australia. i 


Mr. BRUCE finder 


a. _ vote hepe this Proposal 


ee oy to. oe whol 
am in favour of the mone 
Geelong in extending the > 
already there; but, . 
I have — 
than I have ever expe 
House previously. For 
honorable members wh 
advocated that, 
Loan “more, she 


we 1 toe, aad foal a great ee 
a be. given to. the. development. of 


ry oe mill in (Me part of ‘the Eee: 
a monwealth, it would only be a prelude to 
a the expenditure of hundreds of thousands 
‘of pounds more, because woollen mills 
_ cannot be erected and run nowadays at 
anything like the figure set down as the 
estimated cost of this extension of exist- 
ing mills, and it ‘would mean the creation 
au of a new administrative and governing 
body for the conduct of the work. As 
that would be a very serious proposition 
to consider, 1 am perfectly, clear upon the 
point that if money is to be spent in this 
- direction, the only purpose for which it 
should be spent is in extending existing 
mills. 
| -While.I am prepared to accept a pro- 
. posal. to extend an existing State enter- 
_ prise, I think some more efficient system 
of comtrol should be applied to it. At 
present, the Geelong Woollen Mills are 
~ controlled by a Commonwealth Depart- 
- ment, through a manager. Is there one 
_ honorable member who would be prepared 
to hand over his own money to the 
- manager of a concern over whom he would 
have no efticient control, or against whom 
he would have no protection so far as 
his interests or Fits were concerned ! 


Mr. Grecory.—A regulation has jus‘ 
been gazetted for the appointment of a 
- Board to look after the enterprises which 
are. conducted by the Defence Depart- 
ee ? ment. . 

>. Mr.“ BRUCE.—I have ‘not. seen that 
_. regulation; but if that is the case, it is 
- eertainly a great advance. I welcome it 
most heartily, because it is essential that 


thers should be a Board of this nature, 


such as exists in every other industry, to 
- eontrol general policy, and really act 
as controller over the manager. ‘Neces- 

sarily, the manager is Sblishd to devote 
a great deal of his time to details, and to 
coe technical running of the enterprise, 
and he certainly ought to have some one 
to assist him, preferably a Board such’ as 
I am informed it is now proposed to 
ereate. The enterprise would then «be 


¥ 
4 


witha 


more carefully and seriously criticised ; 
) pert: aroma be given that consideration 


Cloth Factor ‘ o 


: nen” a me. cdinitied exercises in 
respect to the investment of ‘his 
“money. 


In any ease the proposed Board. 
ought to give careful attention to the 


production of a commercial balance-sheet 


in respect to its venture, just as any in- 


dividual business man is obliged to do. 


Mr. Gercory.—I have been asking for 
that for the last three years. 


Mr. BRUCE.—I have heard . that 
statement previously from the honorable 
member, and it seems to me it is a matter 
that should be pressed for. It is not a 
question of whether State enterprise is 
right or wrong, but is a question of ap- 
plying ordinary business-like methods to 
Government undertakings. Even those 
who are enthusiastically 4 in favour of the 
State embarking upon such ventures 
should be most insistent in pressing for 
these balance-sheets, 
not each year that supervision which is 
suggested by the requirement to produce 
annual balance-sheets and trading ac: 
counts, indicating the position of an in- 
dustry, it. will only be a matter of time 
for inefficiency to creep in and for charges 
and costs to rise above those of outside 
enterprises; and then the whole idea of 
State enterprise would be damned. I am 
prepared to vote for this further’ money 
being spent in extending existing woollen 
mills, but not in the creation of a new 
plant i in some other part of the Common- 
wealth. In casting my vote in this way 
I am not to be taken as being enthusias- 
tically in favour of the State control of 
enterprise. Such is not the case. 


Mr, JACKSON (Bass) [12.43].—The 


Most entertaining couple of hours the 
House has had this session was experi-- 


enced the other afternoon when the Min- 
ister (Mr. Groom) submitted this motion. 
Practically every honorable member who 
spoke asked that money should be spent 
upon mills in his own electorate. As this 


Is nota proposition to erect new mills, but 


is simply a project to spend £60, 000. in 


the extension of an existing plant, I shall | 


support the proposal of the Minister, and, 
of course, vote against the amendment, 


own 


because if we have 


: _ 8095 “ 


Mr. Riney.—Why confine the Public 


Works Committee to 
locality ? 


Mr. J ACKSON. pe e 18 sawed | 


absolutely necessary to extend the present 


one particular ‘ee 


if ch a ohne were ey eae a 
: would immediately advance the claims of 

ion. which, when Geelong was 
selected as the site ‘of the Commonwealth 
: ioolien: Mills, was the* Committee’s 
fee second choice. | ne | : 


2 Mr. icineon oity ake Launceston 
was: its first choice. — 


Mr i ACKSON. _Well, 1 am pre- 
pied to accept the verdict of the Com-. 
_ mittee which chose Geelong after inspect- 
ing ‘no fewer than thirty-three pone 
ites throughout Australia. 


Mr. Tupor. —iWhy does the hone 
De aatber say Launceston was the second 
Z ite favoured # Did Mr. Smail say so? 


Mr. JACKSON.—Yes. 
fit of honorable members who take a de- 
light in despising the little island, I’ 
would remind them that we have ample 
industrial power available, and are not 
- dependent upon coal supplies. We have 


availed of as a great asset; but it will 
‘ become far more so in the future. Indus- 
tries are being conducted upon a very big 
seale. 
- trolytic Zine Company, in Hobart, which 
employs 1,000 hands. That is an en- 
_ tirely new industry, Cadbury’s and other 
world-famed firms have inaugurated ex- 
- tensive factories also. With respect to 
he suitability of Launceston as a site for 
ue Lon gece woollen mills, this fact 
should be sufficient, namely, that Messrs. 
Kelsall and Kemp, ‘of Yorkshire, who are 
hae ‘the largest manufacturers in the 
world, are now erecting woollen mills at 
Launceston, involving an expenditure of 
ead 00 upon oe Fate tee and 


are freed from ual 
ale ae all the strikes and the 
pics a hold-ups of the past few years, 
“never | once has the electric energy been 
_ turned off in Tasmania. I am pleased to 
hea: a so many honorable members advo- 
the elas of Lv Gee wa seer 


For the bene- - 


ae water power, and it has already been | 


There is, for example, the Elec- 


the war, the factory at G elong 


deal with that problem, and to do 
at ne same time to return d sO. 


yeuneae ot. 40 a ay oO. 


z - ime One a 
ig len thereof, the wol 


! _ Alternatively, the erection of 
mills at Canberra, New Sout i 


~ Amendment amended a 


> Mr. GROOM (Darling 
ter r for Works and le 


examination; and hat. 
Board of Control has bed 1 


As regards the motion. 
be clearly understood th 
tions and extensions to th 
at Geelong. The Governt 
intention of entering upon 
pohey of. ‘establishing mil ll 
Commonwealth to engage in p vat 
terprise. There is nothin 
to suggest that. Much o 
while it has been informat 
scarcely relevant. The 
motion was due to the fa 
vernment undertook to s 
soldiers with a quantity 
Being well stocked with e 


been solely employed up 
the Navy, the Defence, 
Departments. — 


As much of its capacity as po Si 
been devoted to supplying re 

of returned men. Somethi 
yards of material is stil 
to the soldiers, and ther 
needs in respect of our o 


This ate will he 
economical than if we wel 


turned soldiers! 


ae a tne Patiea 
present needs. 


a Toe 


all cs he Gonneay eles: in the search 
for’ sites. He made a fair and impartial] 

&: report, covering thirty-three sites$ and, 
of these, he chose Geelong. . His beled: 
tion. does not mean that Geelong is the 
ae place in Australia where first-class 
materials can be manufactured; but, in 
the best interests of the Commonwealth, 
he decided upon Geelong. The additions 
are absolutely essential; and it is, of 
hie - course, cheaper to build gua than to 
construct a new factory somewhere else, 
however suitable may be the site. At Gee- 
( long the land has been acquired, the power 
is available, and the administrative or- 
ganization is complete. The additions 
_ merely involve an extension of a going 
concern. 
- somewhere else, serious delay “would be 
incurred; and, besides, there would -be 
the faigkor of all the initial costs having 
to be met afresh. With regard to erect- 
Inga factory at Canberra, Mr. Smail’s 
_ report is phrased favorably. He says— 


ici; 
Seen =. 


_ My first visit was to Yass-Canberra, the site 
of. the Federal city, embracing from Quean- 
beyan to the junction of the Cotter River with 
the Murrumbidgee, Duntroon, and Acton. Al- 
though the climatic conditions are not up to 
my idea of the requirements it would be quite 
- wrong to say that a woollen factory could not 
_ be established there, because, with the develop- 
_. ment of the city, it is certain to have factories 
of all descriptions, and, no doubt, conditions 
will then prevail whereby cloth manufacture 
could be fairly successfully accomplished. 


We are faced, not with a future pro- 
gramme, but with a present need. I do 
- pot wish to anticipate the judgment of 
the Public Works Committee, but the 
_ House should authorize the inquiry, and 
I am not prepared to accept the amend- 

- ment, . 


Question—That the words proposed to 


a be added be so added (Mr. Cuartron’s: 


oS amendment)—put. The House divided. 


MS yea... yee yi ae 
t Noes .. ne SS AS 
si Ms a . / ae 
peg MM ajaper yee. ee i. ie 25 
Vk x AYES. 
Brennan, F. » 1Page, James 
Charlton, M \ Ryan, T. J. 
Mahony, W.G. ~~ | Watkins, D. 
Wa Marr, G.cy, C. *', 
Mathews, J. Tellers: 
Ve McDonald, C. Blakeley, A. _ 


; aeons Parker Riley, E. 


ee __Commoneaith¥ Wooten tan Devens 1920. a 


If we were to begin again 


“Makin, N. J.. O. 


able member for Dalley (Mr. Mahony), I 
y 


Me tata 
Cloth Factory. 6097 
_Nogs. 

_ Atkinson, L. Hughes, W. M. 

Bamford, F. W. Jackson, D. S. , 

Bell, G.. J. Jowett, E. 

Blundell, Yet ast Lamond, Hector 

Bruce, $. M. Lister, J. H. 

Cameron, D0, Mackay, G. H. 

Chanter, J. M. Marks, W. M. 


Cook, Sir Joseph 
Cook, Robert 
Corser, E. B. C. 


Maxwell, G. A. 
McGrath, D. C. 
McWilliams, W. J. 


Fleming, W. M. Poynton, A, 
Foster, Richard Rodgers, A. S. 
Francis, F. H. Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Gabb, J. M. Smith, Laird 
Greene, W. M. Tudor, F. G. 
Gregory,. H. Wienholt, A, 
Groom, L. E. Tellers: 
Higgs, W. G. Burchell, R. J. 
Hill, W. C. Story, W. H. 
Pairs, 
Anstey, F. Watt, W. A. 
Catts, J. H. Bayley, J. G. 
Cunningham, L, L. Livingston, J. 
Fenton, J. E. Fowler, J. M. 


Lavelle, T. J. 
Lazzarini, H. P. 


Chapman, Austin _ 
Gibson, W. G. if 
Hay, A. A 
Best, Sir Robert 

Bowden, E. K. 

Prowse, J. H. 


Maloney, Dr. 
Nicholls, S. R. 
West, J. EH. 


Question so resolved in the negative.: 
Amendment negatived. 


Original question resolved in the 


affirmative. 


Sitteng suspended from 1.4 to 2.15 p.m. 


NOTE PRINTING OFFICE, 
FITZROY. 


Debate resumed from 28th October | 
(vide page 6043), on motion by Mr. 
Groom— - 

That, in accordance with the provisions of 


the Commonwealth Publie Works Committee 


Act 1913-1914, it is expedient to carry out the 
following proposed work:—Hrection of Note 
Printing Office, Victoria-parade, Fitzroy, which , 
said work was referred to the Public Works ~ 
Committee, and the Committee has duly re- : 
ported to this House the result of its inquiries 
thereon. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Dawe eee i 
ter for Works and Railways [2.15]—In 
reply to the remarks made by the hon if 


wish to state that I have already shown — 
the necessity | 
Mr. Manony.—lI rise to a point of 
order. This matter, I submit, is not pro- 
perly before the House. Yesterday it 


pa, 
ther 


apr 


for the interruption of debate by the 
‘Standing Orders referred 


} 


Ne ote Printing _ 


appeared as a Notion of. motion, he cache 


“upon which was interrupted by weneiti 


. order No. 119, which provides— 


If all motions shall not have been disposed 
at two hours after the time fixed for the meét- 


ing of the House, the debate thereon shall he. 
interrupted, and, unless the House otherwise 


order, the Orders of the Day shall be inne in 
‘rotation. 


This question was the subject of a motion 
under discussion, and, after the lapse of 


two hours, the debate was interrupted. 


We now find it on the business-paper as 


an Order of the Day. 


Sir JoserHx Coox:—lIt is no longer 
notice of motion. 

Mr, Manony.—I take the point that. it 
cannot be an Order of the Day except by 
leave or direction of the House, as pro- 
vided for in standing order 147— 

An Order of the Day is a Bill or other mat- 


ter which the House has ordered to be taken 


into consideration on a particular day. 


We find, on reference to the Votes and 
Proceedings of yesterday, that no action 
was taken to place this motion on the 
business-paper for to-day as an Order of 
the Day, and I contend that it cannot be 
‘taken as an Order of the Day until the 
‘House has given a direction to that end. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son).—This was a notice of motion on 
the business-paper for yesterday, and it 
was partly discussed. It is quite true 
that the time limit had been reached 
without any instruction having been 
given by the House as to the disposal 
of the motion; but this position has oc- 
curred before, and it has been decided 
by a predecessor in office that mo- 
tions under discussion at the time fixed 


| to, become 
Orders of the Day for the next day of 
sitting. The last occasion upon which 


this action was taken was in connexion 


with a motion submitted by the honorable 
‘member for Franklin (Mr. Laser 
for the appointment of the Sea Carriage 
Select Committee. In that case the mo- 
tion was under discussion when the time 
came for the interruption of the debate 
by standing order No, 119. I observe, by 


reference to the Votes and Proteedings, 
of 25th March, 1920, that— 


The time allotted for general business, hay- 
ing expired, Government business was called 


great deal of difference. — 


ee on fae hasiuesepape ie 
Order of the Day. a 
Mr. Rirey.—Was a point of ove vy 
taken jon that occasion? be 
Mr, SPEAKER —No3 ee ‘po | 
order had been taken, I think, . On 
previous occasion, and in the ease 
the motion for the appointment 
the Sea Carriage Selech Commit 
the established practice was being fo 
lowed, in pursuance of a ruling given by 
my predecessor. I am merely relatix 
the procedure on an occasion subsequent 
to the ruling referred to—the last time 
believe, that a similar position arosi 
The practice. was thus established to giv 
honorable members a chance to have thei 
motions dealt with, rather than have them 
arbitrarily — ‘expunged from the paper 
The first Order of the Day on 26t 
March, the day following the sitting 0 
the House when the debate was inte 
rupted, was— — 
Sea Carriage Select Commitee ‘Resumption 
of debate upon the following motion of Mr. 
McWilliams:—* That a Select Committee, con- 
sisting of seven members of this House, be a’ 
pointed to inguire into and report upon th 


conditions of the Australian overseas and 
Inter-State sea carriage.” si 


The practice followed on that occasion 
is identical with the action now being 
taken. : 


Mr. Manony.—TI gave niece a dissent 
from your ruling, Mr. Speaker. . 
Mr. Cuartron—I was desirous 0 
speaking to the motion, and of moving 
an amendment to refer it back to. the 
Commuttee. : 

Mr. SPEAKER.—\The Honouel 
member is too late. When the Order of 
the Day was called on, I looked around 
the chamber, and, as no honorable mem 
ber was, Abani, prepared to continu 
the debate, the Minister rose to reply. 

Mr. Cuartron.—All I wish to say i 
that the circumstances to-day are alto- 
gether different. We have’ decided to 
hand over the note issue to the Common- 
wealth Bank, so the argument that the 
Note Printing Department should be 
near the Treasury does not now hol 
good. VA 

Mr.’ GROOM.—It does not make 
bit of difference. 

Mr, Cuariron-—I think it makes : 


Sr og at is eG 

Mr, GROOM.—If the honorable mem- 
ber desires to establish the Note Printing 
vey Department at Canberra 
Mr. Cuartron.—I am not suggesting 
that at all. I am merely'suggesting that, 
in view of the altered circumstances fol- 
lowing the decision of the Government 
to hand over the note issue to the Com- 
monwealth Bank authorities, there is not 
-= the same reasom now for the Note Print- 


4 ing Department to be near to the Trea- 


pt 


Suny. 4 ee. 
“Mr. GROOM.—The notes have to be 
printed. We cannot continue any longer 
in the present premises without grave 
- risks. This is an urgent proposition. 
‘We have been in the present premises too 
long already, and it is impracticable to 
establish this Note Printing Department 
at Canberra at the present time. The 
Committee has reported as to the impos- 
sibility of finding temporary premises 1n 
Sydney, and it is utterly hopeless to 
attempt to get temporary buildings 1n 
Melbourne. It is a good business pro- 
position, even if we erect a building and 
have to remove the note printing three 
or four years hence to Canberra. _ 
-* Question resolved in’ the affirmative. 


NATIONALITY BILL. 

ve * In Committee (Consideration resumed 
from 28th October, vide page 5965): 

- Clauses 3 and 4 agreed to. 

Clause 5 (Definitions) — 


| Ny (1.) In this Act, unless the contrary inten- 
_ tion appears— 


Disability” means the status of being a 
married woman, or a minor, lunatic or idiot; 


ee 


- mame of a child is included in a certificate of 
naturalization granted to his parent, or where, 
in pursuance of any Act repealed by this Act, 
any child has been deemed to be a naturalized 
British subject, by reason of residence with 

his parent, such child shall, for the purposes 
of this Act, be deemed to be a person to 
whom a certificate of naturalization has been 

granted. 
- Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [2.26].—I desire 
to draw the attention of the Minister to 
the fact that in the definition of “ dis- 
ability” the status of.a married woman 
appears to be the same as that of a minor, 
a lunatic, or an idiot, ' Many honorable 
members have taken exception to this al- 
eady. Naturally, married women object 


(2.) Where in pursuance of this Act the 


HOC Lays ab bet possible to allow a 


“married woman to retain her nationality, 
instead of taking that of her husband? 


Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for. 


Home and Territories) [2.27|.—It is de- 
sirable to have uniformity, as far as pos- 
sible, with the British Act, and I sug- 
gest that the clause be passed, and that 
we make representations to the Imperial 
authorities concerning certain amend- 
ments which may be thought necessary, 
and give effect to them later. 

Mr. GABB (Angas) [2.28]—I direct 
attention to sub-clause 2. A child is 
deemed to be naturalized by virtue of his 
father’s naturalization. I presume this 
refers to Australian naturalization; but 
will a child also have the right to 
British naturalization, or will a separate 
claim be necessary ? 

Mr. Pornron.—I think it would, but 
IT am not quite sure. Before the mea- 
sure is finally disposed of, [ will make 
further inquiries, and, if necessary, re- 
commit the clause to give effect to the 
honorable member’s suggestion. 

Mr. Tupor.—Will not that interfere 
with the uniformity which the Minister 
is anxious to preserve? 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [2.31].— 
With reference to what the Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) has said con- 
eerning the status of married women, I 
indicated in some remarks I made on the 
second reading that I would move an 
amendment to test the feeling of the Com- 
mittee in that regard. 
whether the definition to which the 
Leader of the Opposition has referred is 
necessarily or entirely objectionable from 
my point of view, and for that reason I 
do not intend to raise the point here. 


Mr. Tupor.—If the honorable member — 


allows it to pass, it will prejudice his 
position at a later stage. 

Mr. BRENNAN.—It might have that 
effect. 


have no meaning at all, so far as it re- 
lates to married women, but J could not 
be prevented from moving in that diree- 
tion. 


measure to be uniform with the 
Ate: 3 
. Mr. Poynron.—That is so... 


I do not know - 


It may be that if the amendment - 
I propose moving for a new clause were 
adopted this part of the definition would — 


So far as I could understand from — 
the Minister, I believe he wishes this — 
British | 


ey ‘ 
SUAS aor 
4 Sys 


n rare ey every. is we ee apres mM 
his direction. I addressed myself to this: 
- ratter in 1917, and also prior to that. 
Mr. Pornron.—This is the first time 
~ the Commonwealth Parliament has had 
before it a Nationalization Bill so com- 

Betas in its scope and in conformity” 
with: an Imperial Act. ut ve Empire 
na uralization. 

‘Mr. BRENNAN. —That is so, and to 
that extent it is an ‘improvement on what 
we have had before. But I point out to 
the Minister that naturalization C18: om, 
matter upon which we have necessarily 
-more or less been bound up with Empire 
~Taws-and reciprocal laws of other nations, 
and it is in that aspect rather than from 
the point of view that this is an Empire 
‘measure that we have been asked not to 
interfere with the status of women. I 
propose later on to move for the inser- 

tion of a new clause, and to register my 
view in this matter, which will provide 
ne no woman born in Australia shall 
become an alien or forfeit her nationality 
ae reason of her marriage with whom- 
_ soever it may take place. It may be that 
ee we carry it — which, of course, we 
shall not — this part of the definition 
_ which refers to married women will be 
a eine 
Mr. Poynton. If an’ amendment of 
sy eharacter were carried, we would 
have to re-draft the whole Bill, and make 
the. necessary amendments to give effect 


: . Tuvor. —It would be much better 
0 ee out the words vy the status of 
narried women or’ 
Mr, Pox Ton .——] HN agree to cae 
Mr. BRENNAN. —Then: I shall be 
satisfied at a later stage to move in the 
rection I have indicated. 


‘Mr, RYAN (West Sydney) [2.35] —~I 
should like to have an explanation from 
os ees for Home. and Territories 


es “Phe sible of t 


RYAN.—But it must be in ‘some 
ticular clause or some particular part 


an Bill. . | What was, the rey of 


ntr duetion of this measure? How y were 


aevelese 


Mr. RYAN. _We have bee 
vague kind’ of way, whic 


sure because. it ‘gave Ema 
tion. Is that. so? 
eb a Poynton. —Yes, 


who was naturalized in a 
the existing law. Had he 
Great Britain? Do the 


Mr. Poteea 
New Zealand. tae 
Mr. RYAN.—Then they Ci 
weight at all. Peas 
Mr. Pornron.—No legal y 
moral weight 1 in cen | 


of. 
Be) in the. Courts last year, und 
understand it was held bi our cer 
cates had no effect at all. 
‘Mr. RYAN. 
effect in Sees natureli 
Britain? ro , 


law, it wae not ie a 
to. get diy ede ens in” 


ae RYAN. ; Then a tal rr away 


advantage me ol ee 
‘Mr. ee Yes, | : 
Clause agreed to. 

© Clause 6 agreed to. 


(1) The Governor-General may’ grant a cer- 
- tificate | of naturalization to an alien who 


makes an application for the purpose, and 
gt _ satisfies the Governor-General— 
Na (a) that he has either resided in His 


Majesty’ s. dominions for a period of 
not less than five years in the man- 
ner required by this section, or been 
in the service of the Crown for not 
less than five years within the last 
eight years before the SED UE AIOn ; 
and 


» (6) In the case of a woman who'was a British 
“ya eg previously to her marriage to an alien, 
and whose husband has died or whose marriage 
has been dissolved, the requirements of this 
he = apection as to residence shall not apply: and 


oe 


ao BRENNAN aS [2. 40), — 
7 Without labouring the arguments I have 
| tee dy addressed to the House, I move— 


That the word “ five ” , line 7, be left out with 
a view to insert in lieu fheraot the word “ two” 


- That will bring the period of Saateon 
back to what it was under the existing 
law. We are providing in this Bill for 

a very drastic and absolute powers of revo- 
cation in granting letters of naturaliza- 
tion. If we take that unlimited power of 
revocation, and read it with the fact that 

ee a person is to be domiciled in this country 
= for not less than five years before he ob- 
_ tains his letters of naturalization, it seems 
_ that we shall be creating conditions so 
uncertain and precarious that no self-re- 
ay ee a man will settle here. I would not 

- go to a country and attempt to make my- 

~ self a useful citizen if I were told that I 
had for five years to remain unprotected 

by any citizen rights at all, with all’the 
dangers that are involved in ‘alienage in 
case of war or international disturbances 

of that character. . If it is right} which 

_ Ido not admit, that this unlimited power 
of granting or withholding should rest 
_ with the Minister representing the Crown, 


- I contend more strongly still that it is not. 


right that a person should have to live in 
a country unprotected by nationality in 
that country for not less than five years. 
If we agree to this we shall be dis- 
~ eouraging desirable men from: coming 


a them that they will have no: protec- 
tion as citizens in the country which 
they adopt. It is a churlish and 
-niggardly way of treating people who 
| y ee to come to the Commonwealth, 


‘to this country, and will be. assuring. 


if 


“natur alized: 


ee it is not likely to encourage immigra- 


tion. Well informed thinkers are abun- 
dantly satisfied that if We are to populate 
Australia we*must make up our minds 
that we cannot hope to rely solely upon 
members of the British race. Our past 
history shows that the increase from over-, 
seas, and our natural increase, is inade- 


quate, and that it is preposterous to throw 


difficulties in the way of populating a 
country equal in size to that of Europe. 
I am not aware, even in, the hght of pre- 
judices arising from the war, that we 
have given citizenship to any appreciable 
extent to undesirable persons. On the 
contrary, persons we have enlisted, by 
virtue *of our laws of naturalization, in 
the majority of cases have turned out to 
be useful and law-abiding citizens. In 
these circumstances, I think that we are 
taking a retrograde step by increasing the 
period that a person must serve by way of 
probation before he can become natu- 
ralized, and I trust my amendment will 
have the support of the Committee. 

Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 
Home and Territories) [2.45|——I ask 
honorable members to allow the clause to 
remain in its present form. If they re- 
fer to the first schedule they will find that 
similar wording appears in the British 


Act. ‘i 
Mr. Brennan. — I am well aware of 
that. 
Mr. POYNTON. — The measure has 


been drawn up in this way so that it will 
be uniform with the British Act, and | 
ask the Committee to reject the amend- 
ment. — 

Mr- BAMFORD (Herbert) [2.46].—I 
can quite sympathize with the solicitude 
of the honorable 
(Mr. Brennan) in his. endeavour to 
liberalize the measure.: But to my know- 
ledge, a great many Gennnas have not 
valued the privilege df naturalization. 
I have known such persons to enjoy for 
years the benefits conferred by our laws 
without troubling to apply for natural- 
ization until they required an old-age 


pension, or a land transfer, or something — 


that they could not get ‘without being 
Our naturalization law has 


member for Batman, 


been, in my opinion, too lberal in com- — 


parigon with those of other countries. 


Mr. Porwron.—No country receives 
more immigrants than America, and 


Py 


Rt 


the nba which existed at Kim- 
berley. There are many Germans still 
ha ‘Australia who have not taken out 
certificates of naturalization. While I 


sympathize with the desire for liberality, 


do not think it in the best interests of 
the: country. to shorten the term of resi- 
be aruee, 


ae GARR. Clnwas), 19.48]. Phare. 


‘are other reasons besides want of interest 


hat have prevented many Germans from. 
‘becoming naturalized. 


3 Cases have been 
brought under my notice.in which Ger- 


o mans have paid to secure naturalization, 


: but have been swindled through then 
ignorance of our language and our law. 


r. McGrarn.—I have had any num- . 


ber of such cases brought before me. 
Mr. GABB.—Then, many persons be- 


lieved | that the law of Sonth Austratia is 


the same as that of the other States, and 
that they were naturalized by virtue 
of the naturalization of their parents. 
They found out their mistake only on 
going to vote, when they discovered, to 
their great surprise, that their names 
were not on the roll. I shall support the 
amendment. I recognise the difficulty to 
which the Minister (Mr. Poynton) al- 

ao a to make the term ae 


ar seoms He me a 


desire to Popy British, 


i. we aoe. al 


ah Bill Was nee the 


apply. to Belgians 


large donations - to patriotr 


ment intends to deal in 
with all aliens, whether 
at war with us or not. 
Mr.. Wiennorr.—You 3 
their country has been at ¥ 
not? | 
Mr, 


person who is not a Briti 
Mr. Tupor——The ft 
and 
app iy to Germans. 
Mr. GABBA’ “person 


origin who wishes. to be naturalizec 


have twenty years’ contin 
in Ey and piles th 


years of Oe ‘it oe held 
men must be regarded : 
Younger men eannot be n 

less they or their ieechewt 31 
side during the war, or th Pp 
showed their patriotism an 
way. I hope that all ali 


on the same footing. 
Mr. Cha place al ae 


ees: oad whieh: we hae C 
at war. “When. I took office, su 


| could x not be peta 


_ ot ‘the ae, ae tha a 


: ;and ne bane 


Mae —The ee Sieg o 
Be will see that “ alien ” ‘is 


disposed of, ¥ Yotend to vale it to 
rnment. whether we ought not to 
aliens upon their merits. 

| lames Pacr.—The Minister is now 
referring to aliens within Australia? 

‘ ie Mre POYNTON.—Yes. 
i rather a remarkable circumstance that 
Jthough many of these men had resided 
r ein for years, ie oe ae 


ae ee war. 
Mr. Gass.—Many of them Were not 
‘aware that they were not naturalized 
until they attempted to vote at the Fede- 
ral elections. 
“Mr. POYNTON.—The honorable mem- 
ber for Angas has never brought any case 
of that kind under my notice. 
will submit to me any case in whieh an 
alien of good character has resided with- 
in the Commonwealth for years without 
becoming naturalized, I will look into it; 
a a if I feel that the facts justify me in 
so doing, I will immediately ask Cabinet 
_ to approve of letters of naturalization be- 
ing granted to him. 


') > Mr, TUDOR (Yarra) [2:57].—-This 
MA Peisuss provides that the Governor-General 
May grant a certificate of naturalization 

to an alien who has either resided in 
+ British Dominions for a period of not 
less than five years, or who has been in the 
Wee service of the Crown for not less than five 
* years out of the eight years immediately 
oe _ preceding his application. | 
othe CHAIRMAN. (Hon: J: .. M. 
~ Chanter) .—I would remind the honorable 
member that we are now dealing with the 
_ amendment. 


— . Mr. TUDOR.—Then I shall refer to 
ae “this matter at a later stage. I shall cer- 

tainly vote for a two years’ residential 

_ qualification. Upon the motion for the 

second reading of the Bill, I pointed out 
at the pretext under which wat was 
waged against the South African Re- 
publics was that the Boer authorities 
compelled all Britishers to reside in their 
country for an unduly long period before 
enfranchising them. ‘British subjects de- 
-manded that they should be enfranchised 
at the end of a two years’ residence. In 
my opinion, citizens of Australia are as 


, oe ee of the British Empire as if 
the y had 


a wee Bells or in any other part of pee . 


Of course, it” 


But if he © 


‘that the amendment might well be agreed 
‘to. There are many things which have 


in’ the Commonwealth, 
eee born: within: the sound of: 


British Isles. At the same time, I hold 
that we shall bé acting unwisely if we — 
impose upon aliens a residential Gushieee Le 
tion of five years instead of two years. @ 
Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [38.0]. oy 
understand that the objection of the Min- — 
ister to the amendment is based upon his — 
desire té secure uniform naturalization 
legislation throughout the Empire. : 
Mr. Poynron.—If the amendment be 
carried, the Bill; so far as Empire 


‘naturalization is concerned, will have dis- 


appeared. 

Mr. CHARLUTON.—The honorable | 
gentleman desires uniform Empire 
naturalization: But the difneulty which 
he stresses may be overcome by providing 
for a two years’ residential qualification 
within Australia, and a five years’ resi- 
dential qualification outside of it. 

Mr. Poynron.—That would mean the 
issue of two classes of certificates. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—We can _ permit 
aliens within Australia. to. become . 
naturalized after a two years’ residence 
here, and make the Bill conform to the 
British legislation upon this matter by 
providing for a five years’ residential 
qualification. outside the Commonwealth. 

It is quite true that this would necessitate 
the issue of two classes of certificates. 
The first class of certificate would enable «© 
an alien to become naturalized within 
Australia after a two years’ residence 
here. Then, when he had completed a 
residence of five years in the Common- 
wealth, he would be able to make an ap- 
plication for a certificate of naturaliza- 
tion which would cover the entire British’ 
Empire. In that way, we could obviate 
any conflict between this measure and  ~ 
Imperial legislation. J think, therefore, 


Sak 


to be considered in dealing with a mea- 
sure of this character, because to a large 
extent its provisions will govern the 
future of all aliens in our raided, | 
’ Mr. Ryan.— It will affect their right to 
hold property. i 
Mr. , CHARLTON.— Exactly. The 
Minister (Mr. Poynton) may reasonably 
agree to an amendment of the clause 
in the direction of providing for a 
twoyears’ residential qualification with- 
seeing that he: — 

can still retain provision for a five 


a 


“ 4-3 ys > * 
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s’ residential 
the Banh Empire. The adoption 
COR such an amendment: would improve | 
the | Bill, and would, I think, meet 
oe wishes of the Committee generally. 
The difficulty which the honorable gentle- 
man has urged in regard to the issue of 
two classes of certificates is not an in- 
superable one. The Departmént could 
_ have two sets of certificates. A certificate 
a of naturalization in respect of Australia 
‘could be issued to a person who had re- 
sided here for two years, and at the end 
> of the five years’ period that certificate 
' gould be withdraw+. if desired, and a cer- 
 tificate of Empire naturalization issued. 
This, I think, is a very fair proposal, and 
| I hope the Minister will agree to it. 

‘Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [3.6] —I 
have pleasure in supporting the amend-_— 
ment moved by the honorable member for 
- Batman (Mr. Brennan) to omit the word 

“five,” with a view to insert in heu 
thereof the word “two.” I also support 

- the contention that has been advanced by 
- the honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 
aes This is a matter to which [ 
Dae last evening when speaking on 
_the motion for the second reading of the 
Bill. It is admitted by the Minister (Mr. 


. Poynton) that this measure will take. 


_ away the right of those who are not 
* British subjects to become naturalized 
under the existing law on a residence of 
‘two years in Australia. Under this Bill 
‘a man will not be able to secure naturali- 
zation except on a residence of five years. 
Mr. Poynron.—I hardly know of a 
case in Australia that would be adversely 
i "affected by this as as to five years’ 
: ie residence. ” 
Mr. RYAN. er will not prejudice 


least five years; but in regard to those 
ho come here in the future the whole 
policy of the Government in regard to 
immigration is affected by this proposal. 
_ the present time a person who 1s not 
a British subject, on coming here from 
Be eS ey become: naturalized pe a 


| pans that ¢ to be a sufficient Tren deiew. 


iA 


Lae ey ee , 
Zens. 


from a_ policy which 
adopted at the beginnin 


‘The only reason advanced 


they so desire, for Empi 


, such persons cannot come here. — 


ae -ose who have been residing here for at. | 


case will have to g0 hefoal 


cu is ae in. our sa eee oe to- 


for Pea says, ‘to be 
In 90 far as natur 
tralia is concerned, why. 


and have found to worl 


is that it is suggested that 
tion should be Empire wid 
be secured, as the honorabl 
Hunter says, by allowing 
come naturalized in A 
application, after five y 


ns i : ] 


Great Bape. : 
Mr. Poynton.—As a eulten: of 


Mr; RYAN.—Some of | them are 
rea dy here, at the Minister en 


Sait 


vee eatucs if : 
Mir, 
that.) 


ne Rat 
sae RYAN. —But die) the G 


oaeee Has not thie oe 4 a 
It it has, we i to know Vv 


Tieng, 


‘Mi. RYAN S liste 


N ationality — #0 


, deage eee c on its merits.. I should think 
every case would be so dealt with. 
[ieee Bornton,—I did: not even say 
. ‘that. m 
_. Mr. RYAN.—But I heard the honor- 
ai, able gentleman make that statement. 
vag Mr. Poynron.—The honorable mem- 
ber misunderstood me. 
- Mr. RYAN.—Then will the honorable 
‘gentleman be good enough to let\me know 
what residence in Austrailia will be neces- 
sary to the naturalization of persons from 
@ country which has been at war with the 
Empire. 
oe Mr. Poynron.—I_ have . already told 
the honorable member. 
le Mr. RYAN.—The Minister says that I 
“misunderstood him. Surely he will again 
give. me the information. The honorable 
member for Angas (Mr. Gabb) has said. 
_ that-twenty years’ residence will be re- 


quired, and ee the applicant ‘must be . 


| arity years of age. That is not denied. 
~ What I am aes is that in the “ad- 
; "ministration of the measure this clause, 
requiring, as it does, five years’ residence, 
> will apply only to those who were our 
Allies in the recent war, or to citizens of 
countries that were not at war with us. 
oan respect of all such persons, so far as 
“our wwn Dominion is concerned, we 
‘ ought.to be able to allow the law to stand 
as it is, and to permit them to become 
naturalized after two years’ residence 
- here. Iam not going to consent to the 
_ Government’s proposal. They may, and 
probably will, pass it without my con- 
sent; but I am not going to assist in 
placing obstacles in the way of French 
_ and American citizens becoming natural- 
ized on the same terms as were open to 
them before the war. That is contrary 
_ to international sentiment, and certainly 
contrary to the spirit that should exist 
_ between those who fought side by side 
in the recent war. Here we tell the 
people of such countries that we are going 
to set up a barrier against them, and that 
we are not going to admit them to citizen- 
_ ship on the terms on which they were ad- 
- mitted before the war. 
- regard to Empire naturalization is dif- 
ferent. If the Imperial Parliament 
poke that there should be a longer resi- 
dence in order to secure Empire-wide 
: naturalization, that is its right, and I am 
i not. questioning it. But it is our ad- 
mitted — pig Creat Britain does not 
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“of five years to qualify for 


The position in” 


* 


Bill. 


ets fms 


challenge it—to say that, so far as Aus- 


tralia is concerned, after a residence of | 
two years or such other period as we © 


decide upon, a person may become natural- 


ized under our law, and be entitled to the 
For these 


full rights of citizenship. 
reasons | am supporting the amendment, 


and I agree with the honorable member 


for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) that the Min- 
ister, with the assistance of his officers, 
could easily so amend this clause as to en- 


able Australian naturalization to be given. 


on the existing conditions, and Empire 


naturalization on the condition of five’ 


years’ residence, which the Imperial Par- 
liament itself lays down in its Naturaliza- 
tion Act. 

Mr. McGRATH (Ballarat) [3.13].—I 
hope the Minister (Mr. Poynton) will 
agree to the amendment, which is in no 
wise contrary to the uniformity of prac- 
tice which he desires to insure. There 


is no reason why he should not insert in © 


the Bill a clause providing for a residence 
Empire 
naturalization, and continue the existing 
law with respect to two years’ residence 
qualifying for citizenship in Australia. 
® Mr. Poynron.—I am not going to have 
duplicate certificates scattered all over 
the country. There are many misappre- 
hensions under the existing system, and 
these would be multiplied. 

Mr. McGRATH.—There is no reason 


-why there should be any misapprehension 


on the subject. I do not think we ought 
necessarily to copy word for word a pro- 
vision in a British Act. We want uni- 
formity in mining legislation, but are we 


to secure it at the price of accepting all 


the Tory ideas of Great Britain? Be 
cause the Imperial Parliament hag pro- 
vided for a residence of five years in order 
to qualify for naturalization in the United 


Kingdom, I fail to see why we should 


make the same error in regard to Aus- 


‘tralian citizenship. Dice the war we 


had thousands of vistwali ale soldiers im 
France, and many of the friends they 
made there are anxious to come to Aus- 
tralia. 
Belgium and Italy. 


after two years’ residence in Australia, 


but if this Bill bé passed, they will find, : i 


on coming here, that they are to 
treated as foreigners 
resided in Australia for five years. 


we 


Our troops also made friends in — . 
These people were 
told that they could secure naturalization © 


until they have . 


N Nationality | 


: < lot of ill-fecling ne been aroused in 
- eonnexion with this matter of naturaliza- 
tion. Many Italians who came out here 
- before the war thought they would find 
safety under the British flag, and they 
found, to their dismay, that the Austra- 
lian Government permitted them to be 
-eonseripted, and their wives and children 
to be starved. Those men were taken 
from Broken ‘Hill and other parts. of 
Australia at a moment’s notice. Those 
facts are fairly generally known through- 
out the world. Whilst the Government 
are erying out for immigrants, they pro- 
pose to take away from those who have 
already arrived’in Australia one of the 
‘rights which new arrivals had prior to 
the war, namely, to be naturalized after 
a residence of two years. I cannot vote 
to make naturalization more difficult. 
The honorable member for Herbert (Mr. 
Bamford) spoke of the ‘persons who had 
not been naturalized, although they had 
been in the country many years, and 
only sought naturalization when they de- 
sired to qualify for an old-age pension. 
I admit there is a good deal of truth in 
that statement; but the honorable men- 
ber must know that most foreigners have 
to go to a lawyer to become naturalized, 
and the process often costs a good deal 
of money. It is generally because of 
ignorance that people. do not become natu- 
alized. We are anxious to get more im- 
migrants, and the Government propose. to 
spend thousands of pounds per annum in 
sending back to Europe, as immigration 
agents, young men who recently arched 
in Australia. The best immigrants we 
can get are from Northern Europe, whe- 
ther they be Danes, Scandinavians, or 
Germans. It is not long since Austra- 
lian Ministers of the Crown went to Ger- 
many and urged the people there to emi- 
rate to Australia. A good deal of the 
-people’s money was spent in connexion 
with that propaganda. 


“Mr. Brennan.~—They will do the same 
again, and wonder why the immigrants 
will not come. 


Mr. 
“grant to feel, when he arrives here, that 
He ig at. home, and tat he may enjoy 
the full rights of citizenship as soon as 
possible. Por (a reason | ya the 
Amendment. 


[REPRESEN TIVES. $s} 


"Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [3.19 
Whilst I support the amendment, i 


‘ralized Italians who were seized and | 


five years or two years. 


McGRATH.—1I wish ‘lie: immi-— 


: oe Pope ion of the ‘Treasury benches. 


pears to me to be not so bal anit or” v 


piece of PARENT is designed 40 a 
tail eee poets Je in ome 


office | power to hand piel i) imn 
grants, The consequence is that the 
migrants who are ‘likely to come 
Mall not be such as will get any sympat. 
from me if they have to wait for fi 
years in order to get the inestimable boot 
of becoming British citizens. We m 
remember that naturalization did ne 
protect the Italians who were Re th 
country durmg the war. cu: 
‘Mr. Bamrorp.—Yes, it dad. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—I# did not. ~~ 
Mr. Brennan.—In Hansard may 
found the mames and addresses of nat 


ported. 
Mr. CONSIDINE. — The houerabh 
member for Herbert (Mr. Bamford) wa 
in this House when the honorable membe: 
for Batman (Mr. Brennan) and othe 
raised this question, and he must kno 
that the great boon of British citizensh 
banded upon those Italians was trea 
as a mere scrap OL papers ia. 
Mr. Bamrorp.—Their © 
would not acknowledge it. | 
Mr. CONSIDINE. — So the ee “a 
han Government was subject to 
whims of the Italian Consul! ~ 


own Cons 


“The CHALRMAN . (Hongo 3) 4 
Chanter).—This discussion igs Outs: 
order. ; 

Mr. CONSIDINE. — Our neti 


tion legislation in the past has not pro 
tected Ttalians who, though they were 
possession of certificates of natunaliz 
tion, were conscripted either at the im 
stigation of some foreign Power or 
design of the Defence ‘Department. 
‘Then tivcco) saan to. me immaterial 
whether the period of residence is to- be 


Mr. Bamrorp—Then, why bother 
about it? 
Mr. CONSIDINE. a am cae the 


honorable member has grasped my view 
point. It is immaterial whether 
period be five years or two years, because 
if the party at present in power continue 


opposite do 
arin have 


i hat ‘ih ae a come hee are 
those from whom they may expect very 
lit prerouble. cess this ro aaa 


u ries no ae ig protest against the 
| régime, and who are ae ne to 


Vi a CONSIDINE ce, Government 
al who is born a Britisher. They must 
confer. upon him the privileges to which 

i panied ie reason of his birth; but 


five. sa aay be no good to den They 
: may. Bare all the Gutics, but none ‘of the 


NIRS the word “ five,’ pro- 
rosed | to be omitted, stand part of the 
e—put. The Committee divided. 
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Question so resolved in the aflirmative, ee 
Amendment negatived. 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [8.30]— 
Sub-clause 5 is as follows :— is 

In the case of a woman who was a British | 
subject previously to her marriage to an alien, 
and whose husband has died or whose mar- 
riage has been dissolved, the requirements of 
this section as to residence shall not apply, 
and the Governor/General may, in any other 
“special case, if he thinks fit, grant a certifi- 
cate of naturalization, althongh the four 
years’ residence or five years’ service has not 
been within the last eight years” batons: the 
application. 
That has reference to the question of the 
effect of marriage on nationality. J pro- 
pose to move later that a woman shall _ 
not forfeit her nationality by cat a : 
with an alien. eau 

Mr. Poywron.—You have no objection 
to this sub-clause? 


Mr. BRENNAN.—Only that it td a 
be inconsistent with my later amend- — 
ment, because it refers to a woman who 9 — 
was a British subject prior to her mar- 
It will have no ~ 
meaning if my later amendment 1s, a a 


Mr. Greene. we you are anameee 
later on, this clause can be recontmitted. ; 
‘Mr’ Topor:--Do it now. oh ae 
Mr. BRENNAN.—As_ these “words 
will have no meaning in the light of the — 
new clause I shall propose OS a oN 


That the words ‘In Phe case of a Ore . 
who was a British subject previously to her _ 
mat tinge: haw an alien, and Rose Paeee thas” 


q : larriage hi 
y ui cays of this sec 
all not Cae and ” ii be left. out. 


Mr — LAMOND gag) 


arriage on nationality. 


direct way later on. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. Sy want to 


of Australians who marry foreigners can 
afterwards ‘be raised, if the amendment 
which the honorable member for Batman 
(Mr. Brennan) has now moved is re- 
jected. If it cannot be raised later on, 
we ought to have the debate on it now. 
ee ne Minister should agree to postpone 
this clause until we have had the diseus- 
ue on that very important question. 


_ Mr. Poynwron.—The honorable member 
for Batman’s new tase ae with the 


1 ag HECTOR LAMOND.—This sub- 
clause would be entirely unnecessary if 
the proposed . new clause were carried. 

_ Mr. Poynron.—It will be easy to take 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I want the 
direction of the Chair as to whether, if 
the Committee decides that this clause is 
to stand, we shall be precluded from rais- 
ing the Digger ; issue on a later clause. 


| The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. 
_ Chanter).—That will depend on whether 
the latter clause is in confliet with what 
the’ Committee. has already decided. —° - 


Mr. “HECTOR LAMOND.—That 
; point} and [ submit that if. we 
clause to stand we shall be precluded 
‘raising the important and broader 
estion | later on. Under the circum- 
neeé I think the Minister ought to 
ree to a postponement of the ee 
not go as far as does the honorable 
er for Batman; but if we de- 
. _ consider | whether Australian 


. a Taise ‘the fapsion of the effect : 


a | eed. we Shall Kase 
Mr. Brennan.—lI shall raise it in. ae \ os 


qerponemens of, this cla 


oe a sure that the question of making aliens — 
‘shall debate the matter n 


before us provides that’ 


deprived of an opportuni 
ie the Lita question 


a oreigners. 


this sub- clause out if the. other is carried. deals only with a portion 


i. ae 


ne : 


| amendment on Ads but T cannot di 


debate the wider questio 
would be in no way p 


Giitus a British woma 


we pass this, we shall fol 


Will the Mi rae er 


a soetponemnenn a 


_ Mr. Poywroxn.—I do nee thin 
have been all the afternoon over thi 
ter, and I do not see that this | 
affects the discussion on a later 
ag with quite a different m 


‘Mr. HECTOR LAMOND 
same matter, but the clause befo 


Committee decide later that Aus 
born women, or British subjects, 
carry: their nationality, despite 
riage, then the portion that the 
ernes for Batman pr 


Foiiee weston unrestricted by y 
done previously. If the Mae Ww 
Ee way, cm ae only mean two de 


postponed. 


The CHAIRM AN. ae | Dhow is 
amendment before'the Chair x : 
fi rst be ie alae of. : | 


im Hee of the ae of thie he 1 
member for Batman, and would 1 I 


rani he eee ds ee 
cennot intervene. 
44 ‘Brevnan.—My only 
withdrawing the amendment is 
CHATRMAN.—The Minister has 
ggested to me that cate be reported. 
Progress reported. — 


SEA CARRIAGE COMMITTEE. 


Final report of Select Committee pre- 
ented ‘by Mr. MdWiurrams: 


eas to be “printed. ‘ 
ADJOURNIMEN Tt 


Ai NIFORM eee Gavan. 


4 That ‘the ‘House pe Saiwiee. 

Mr ITECTOR., L ron (Hlawarra ) 
 [846- —iI wish to draw attention to an 
important ‘matter that may probably 
come up .for consideration -at the next 


Premiers’ Conference. I refer to the 
establishment of a untform railway 
ogauge® throughout the ‘Commonwealth. 


ae 
Ke 


There are a great many difficulties sur- 
rounding this question which are now 

_bemg dealt with by the engineering ex- 

_ perts of ‘the various railway systems, but 
: a have not been ‘able to ascertain whether 
consideration has been given to the pos- 
sibility of linking up the coastal railways 
of Victoria and New South Wales, which 
would afford the weadiest :and cheapest 
 tmeans of securing. a standard gange at 
the earliest . date between Melbourne and 
Brisbane. I am imformed that an ‘ex- 
“penditure of about £3,500,000 would fill 
 the:gaps in the coastal: syetem of the three 
States, between Brisbane and Melbourne. 


constructed before very ‘ong, and the 
amount of expenditure involved would be 
but a small fraction’ of what will eventu- 
ally ‘be required for the purpose of ‘unify- 
ing the gauges of the lines .at present 
being operated between the two capitals. 
Me. ‘Groom.—lI have noted the honor- 
able tmember’s remarks. 


Mr. Gaznz.—lI call attention to the state 
‘ of the. ‘House. 


od 


House 


Ps cote the 
ms: RUM ae 


diffeulty 


‘ ihnay are ‘ines which must ‘necessarily be - 


urgent public importance, and one in- 


| monwealth. ce GS OA ae 


The erie (Senator the Hon: 7 r 
Givens) took the chair at 3 pan, and 
read prayers: a Te 


SOLDIERS’ HOMES. 


Senator DE LARGTIE.—I1 ask the ~< 
Minister ‘for Defence (Senator Pearce)  — 
whethér he is yet in a position to reply, 
to the question put to him by Senator — 
Gardiner, in reference to soldiers’ homes, 
-as far back as ‘the 17th September last? 

Senator PEARCE—When the ques- 
tion was asked by Senator Gardiner, the © 
reply given was that the desired infor- 
mation was being compiled. The state- 
ment is of a very lengthy character, and 
I shall, therefore, lay it upon the ‘table 
of the Senate. 


- 


et ee, Oem 


¢ 
, 


PAPERS. eo 
‘The following papers were presented :— 
Defence Act.—Regulations amended.—Status 
tory Rules 1920, Nos. 178, 179, and 180. 
Distillation Act.—Regulations ajar viens 
Statutory ‘Rules 1920, No. 184. : i 
Exeise Act. —Regulations amended. Sia ‘ 
tory Rules 1920, No. 183. ' 
Houses ‘built by War Service Homes Cin if 
missioner up ito 81st July, 1920—Partieu- 7 
lars re (in.answer to question by Senator | — 
Gardiner) . 7 fi 
Public Serviee Aet.— ie m 
Appointment of A. Dunn, Department of — _ 
the Treasury. 
Promotion of ¥. C. ‘Lindsay, 
General’s Department. 
Railways Act:—-By-law No. 


Attorney — 


16. 


ADFIOURNMENT (Formal). 
PILFERING ON WHARES. | 


The. PRESIDENT (Senator ‘the Hon. 
‘T. ‘Givens).—I have received from. Sena- 
tor Earle an intimation that he desires 
to move the adjournment of ‘the Senate 
in order to call attention +o a matter of 


volving the good name of Australia, WE “a 
“the pilfering which is alleged to bes > 
‘going .on ‘upon ‘the wharfs of the Com= a 


to-morrow. 


ee wm ae of the motion, — 
| Senator EARLE.—_1I have Sonal 
his motion in order that a question 
which is of vital importance to the good — 
1ame of Australia may be discussed, and, 
a possible, some effort made towards ie 
maintenance of that good name, assum- 
ing that the statements which I am about 
to read should prove to be true. These 
_ statements are contained in the. Tndus- 
trial Australian and Mining Standard of 
Tuesday, 28th October last. Before in- 
_ dulging in any comment, I propose to 
a tead a few extracts from two articles ap- 
pearing in that publication, which will, 
a thank, impress honorable senators with 
the necessity for taking some action in 
_ this connexion. 
Senator Exxrorr.—Who 
oe Pe titest 
ve Senator EARLE.—One was written by 
the editor of the journal in question, and 
‘the other article is unsigned, but was 
published with the authority of the 
paper. The first extract from the lead- 
ing article to which I desire to direct at- 
tention reads— 
_ The facts and statistics which we publish in 
another column indicate that the annual toll 
exacted by the water-front thieves exceeds — 
£500,000, But’ this estimate is evidently far 
under the mark, for it takes no account of the 
immense number of petty pilferings which, al- 
_ though vast in ageregate bulk, are considered 
individually too small to warrant special 
m ‘claims — on the shipping and insurance com- 
panies, and are suffered by the victims in 
: silence. Were a strict census to be made of 
a these larcenies, the yearly pillage would prob- 


_ ably be found to amount to dey uaeies up- 
? wards ¢ of £1,000,000. 


‘Senator Maariv: Ela ee 


ot 


the 


wrote 


‘t act reads— 


That, is to say, the thieves, in addition to 
eir wages, 
00,000 per annum by barefaced robbery, 


razenly looting the ae committed to 
heir charge. | 


\nother extract says— 


refer to state our opinion with stark- 
nd candour. 
large proportion of the men working 
on th pe water front is” thoroughly 


“the. Ce at its Hsing, adjourn until : 


e Senator EARLE iY es, Another Ox 


earn in the neighbourhood of 


fay 


Our deliberate opinion is. 


ae as a bunch of caneniee 
amongst the select and excl 
of workers who operate on t 
(cane aa ports. 


An nee ad if to clear. of the 
apie such clear caak “ indeed, ae 


a black soul is panne tie worse. rete : 
skin. We challenge the Waterside Work 
ration of Australia to deny that it. ge 


a gang of the worst type of thie? “Th 
side Workers Federation, as far as we 
to ascertain, has ta 
cull out the criminal from its rank 
-viction for pilfering is no bar to me 
- of this organization. A member caug 


ide, is ee ae and! those — 
the ships and the vas the ‘hips 


victimization is hurled at the llores Suc 
is the condition of labour on the water fre 

The article then proceeds to giv | 
ber of the claims made last year 
pensation, either from shipping 
ance companies, for pillage f 


ferent ships. | ‘These’ lame 4 
-seventy-eight, and involye a loss 
£5,127 17s. They run from a 


lings up to £900. Included | among 
are the Sussex, Philadelphia to 
bourne, £15 15s. ; Ormonde, Lo: don 
_ Melbourne, £9 13s. ; 5 Dees 


‘London Lo ‘Melbaurce” £108; 
Ceylon to Sydney, £29 14s. : “Was 
Sydney to fuckiend, £34 85. 


‘the | M arathon, Louden to ’ Met 
£900. _ There are a few cases of 


Senator _Crawrorp. \_Were on 


pany 

Senator BARLE. or 
ae The following claims 
‘ing goods are made on 
am not sure about. It 
| would lead one to. be 


Sih 


2 
ay 


Wharfs. 


ng on 


Se prat 


: inion that the total would be nearer 
_ £1,000,000 if the whole of the losses were 
_ taken into consideration. This statement 

is one of the most serious stigmas ever 
east, not only on the men actually work- 
ing on the water front, but on the good 
mame of Australia. It behoves every 
one of us, whether we are private 
 eitizens, or members of the Waterside 
~ Workers’ Federation, or members of the 
- Federal Parliament, to do our utmost to 
ascertain whether these things’ are 

actually true, and, if true, remedied, or, 

_ if untrue, then thoroughly and effectively 

_ contradicted. If the statements are true, 
_ the newspaper deserves the very greatest 

eredit for having exposed what is going 
on in this fearless manner. If they are 

_ untrue, then it is the duty of those inter- 

ested in the welfare of Australia to see 

_ that the he is, metaphorically speaking, 
rammed down the throat of the paper. I 
hold that there are three parties who 
ought to be active in the investigation of 
this wrong, and in either its eradication 
or the exoneration of those who are now 
under suspicion. 

Senator R. Storriz .Gururiz._“How 
can you do it? 

Senator EARLE.—That is what I 
want to know. ‘Those three parties are 
the Federal Parliament and Government, 
who are the custodians of the good name 
of the Commonwealth; the State Govern- 
ments, who are the custodians of the good 
name of the trading interests of the dif- 
ferent States, and the waterside workers 
themselves, who are the custodians of the 
good name of their members. Those three 

_ bodies should act jointly, in order to sift 
this matter to the very foundation. 

Senator R. Srorrie Gururir.—Sup- 

_ pose the pilfering takes place on the other 

_ side of the world. How are you to get at 
it? 

Senator EARLE.—That is what I also 
want to find out. If you remain silent 
and shut your eyes to the fact that these 
things are happening, hiding your head 
in the sand like an ostrich, and thinking 

_ that your enemies cannot see you because 

you cannot see them, you can accom- 

_ plish nothing. If the thefts are taking 

_place in some other part of: the world, 

- and our men are innocent, it is our duty 

to try to exonerate them, and remove 

- from them the stigma now cast upon 


There are other phases of this ques- 
tion which are also interesting to a 
very large number of the people of the 
Australian States. A good number, who 
claim to be losers by this system of whole- 


. sale robbery, make no ‘‘ bones” about in- 


ferring that the police are in collusion 
with the thieves on the waterside front. 
They say that pianos, and cases of boots, - 
could not be removed surreptitiously and 
unknown to the police. This is a thing 
which affects the honour of the police of 
the different States as well as the water- 
side, workers themselves. There is in the 
minds of a large number of people very 
grave suspicion that a serious combina- 
tion is operating in Australia, and ex-. 
tending beyond Australia, for the rob- 
bery of the people at the different ports. 
As an indication of that sort of thing, 
it is stated in the article that boots were 
favorite objects for pillage, and an ex- 
porter, in order to protect himself, 
shipped boots in sections—the left boots 
in one ship, and the right boots in an- 
other. According to the article, the cases 
arrived; but when they were assembled, 
two cases of left boots were missing from 
one ship, and two of right boots from the 
other. This clearly indicates that a 
world-wide organization is at work. 
Senator. Wirson. — They regulate 
fhings pretty well, then. | 
Senator EARLE.—Evidently. If that 
statement is true, the thieving is not 
going on solely at our ports, and a com- 
bination of very much greater magnitude 
must exist. It behoves us, therefore, to 
take steps to ascertain the truth of these 
assertions. If they are true, it is our 
duty to eradicate the evil, no matter what 
it costs. ‘If they are false, it is our duty 
to exonerate those who are now accused. 
During the last five years Australia be- 
came better known throughout the world 
than it has been for generations past, in 
consequence of the work done by our boys 
at the war. They built up a great name 
for Australia, and it is our duty to do 
our utmost to retain it, and to resent a 
statement which brands us as a combina- 
tion of thieves. If we do not resist the 


thefts, we must take the responsibility of 


being charged with them. I say that also’ 
candidly to the members of the Waterside 
Workers Federation. I know some mem- — 
bers of that body in my own State, and 

am absolutely confident that individually — 
they are honorable men; but I tell them 


: tie ve J 
na heang or proving that it dees: 
not exist, then they- become: corrupt, alt 
hough they may not be. corrupt as: indi- 
: se emt ge ed the: hats 


make an en to purge Vie organiza- 
m of that class of man. : 
here are: many possibilities Im con-_ 
m with this matter, Senator R: 
Storrie Guthrie sugegsted by interjection 
that the thefts might take place on the’ 
other: side of the world. iS 
- Senator Wirson.—That cannot be so, 
_ The honorable senator has read a state- 
ment that when men return to work 
after being convicted, a fuss is made of 
hem... 

Senator PARLE: —That is what the 
{paper says. The statement is that they 
) are not in any way penalized by the 
ee organization for having been convicted. 
_ 'The paper may be quite right in saying - 
that they, are hailed as unfortunates and. 
xcused for their crime, but they may 
have a different story. to tell.’ We do. not. 
know. We cannot take that statement ex 
parte: : 
‘Senator Draxe-BrockmaN.—We know 
here have been many convictions here. 
Senator EARLE.—Yes;, but we do not® 
mow to what extent the offenders have 
been punished. We want. to know whe- . 
ther the organization does not value its 
: Cl oomeut and whether it is prepared. to 
co-operate with the Federal and State 
Governments in. _order to. clear itself. If 
t will not its members must be regarded 
guilty by condoning the action. of those. 
vith: whom. they are associated. There 
vane. many kinds of dishonest people, the 
ak of whom. are brought under our: 
cue time. to: time. — There are 


ks me wood, paper, and jai ass 
ather article is as great a thief as the 
who deliberately steals boots. from: a. 
It. is quite possible, as suggested. 
r R.. Storrie Guthrie, that some 
aging 18 done before. the cangees- 


ator — ‘Draxe-Brockman. 
of ine were recently taken Poort, a 


—— and that er 


“and the Customs under the 
Commonwealth. | 


ee ova the services: Be 


: wharf. which had a double 


are ou to be eo 
the good. name of Aust 
be placed in a position, 
not. be able to carry on 
og¢ewpation.. 3 

‘Senator Draxe-Brocxmaun 
we overcome the difficulty 

- Senator Forr.—By: ut 
monwealth police. ay 

Senator Draxn-Brockman. - 
wharfs are under the control of t} e Stat 


Senator EARLE.—Th 
be. overcome by the Com: 
puting the whole of, its a 
as criminal jurisdiction 1 
the States. which control th 
is. surely the duty of the: pelice to: 
pillaging, and although the wh 
under the control of the ‘States: 
no redson why the law should 
satisfactorily administered> 

Senator CrawrForp. —Pilfering is” 
an offence against the Ces ! 

Senator EARLE.— 
’ offence. against the common. law 
State. . 


ar ake Godienk 


Senator EARLE.— Yes; he ith is 
duty: of the Commonwealth: y 
the States are not carrymg o 
duty. If we find that the Siate 
miss in administering the law to pi 
theft and robbery it is_ the: duty 

3 - rea 


take: some action, even if, t 
‘to appoint police ‘of, our: own,, a 
by, Senator Foll.. ee 
| Senator Foerr.—l dids mob 
pointing Commonwealth ( 


anes as at pre 
Senator | EARLE, 


i 
ey 


Wharfs. 


‘nar of Aasuaie is. of ot a im- 

3 “portance to warrant the Government in 

eae 
the wharfs throughout Australia if the 
jaws are not being properly administered 

iS y the State police. 

| Senator Wirson.— What 

Bea Grable senator suggest ? 


eos the 


sg Sagan wealth Government should con- 
SE fer with the State Governments to ascer- 
’ x tain what they intend doing. In the first 
place, inquiries could be made to see if 
the statements are true, and, if they are, 
on oar should be made to ascertain 
how thefts can occur unknown to the 
_ police. 

_ Senator DraKke-Brockman. — Strong 
boxes have been erected on the wharfs, 
and still the stuff gets away. 


~~ Senator EARLE.—Then there cannot 
_ be any police supervision. 


Senator Draxe-Brocxkman.—There is 
supposed to be police supervision. 


Senator EARLE—Then it cannot be 
very rigid. It is difficult to understand 
how a strong box could be opened, or how 
a piano or cases of goods could be re- 

moved from the wharfs unknown to the 

police. I can only suggest that an effort 

be made to arouse public Opinion, and 

that something be done to more effectively 

organize police. supervision on 

_wharfs. It is certainly the duty of the 

- State Governments to make a_ stronger 

_ effort to prevent the wholesale thieving 
which is going on at present. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— 
Minister for Defence) [3.27|.—I think 
Senator Earle has done right in directing 
the attention of the Senate and of the 
_ people generally to this alarming state- 
ment, because it is alarming if goods to 
Ay, _ the value of £500,000 are illicitly disap- 
_ pearing from the wharts in different parts 
«gf the Commonwealth. Senator Earle 
has said that the circumstances set out in 
the article constitute a stigma upon we 
~ good name of Australia, and especially 
upon that section of Australian ee 
charged with the crime. I do not quite 
follow Senator Earle when he says that 
there are three parties directly. concerned 
- namely, the Federal. Government, the © 
2 Government, and the waterside - 


inting special police to/serve on all 


_ Senator EARLE.—I suggest that the 


forced to that conclusion, 


~ Such is not the cage. 
the. 


workers’ organization, 


control provided by the States, 


part of the police. 
of the State police to safeguard propert 


and life, irrespective of whether the a6, : 


perty yh us to be on ships or on wharfs, 
and in that regard the good name of Ans: 


sus 


Ii seems to me 
quite clear that if the charges are true. 
they constitute a challenge to the police 
aid — 
amount to a charge of ineptitude on the — 
It is clearly the ad We 


tralia is in the hands of the State Go- : 


The fact that we have a 
does 


vernments. 
Federal Government 


Australia than is contained in our Consti- 
tution, and the work is clearly that of the 
States. . I think Senator Earle has been 
and in the 
article he quoted there was a suggestion 
that in many instances pilfering could 
not have been carried out except by collu- 
sion with the police. | ' 


Senator Earre.—I said that was the 


suspicion held by many people; the 
article does not infer that. | 
Senator PEARCE. — Senator Earle 


seemed to think that because the Com- 
monwealth took a certain degree of con- 
trol through the Customs Department, 
that fact, in some way or other, made the 
Commonwealth the guardian of property 
which was the subject of Customs duty. 
Customs control is 
for a definite purpose, namely, the col- 
lection of revenue. The Customs De- 
partment is not concerned to know whe- 
ther an: article under its control reaches 
its proper owner, 


escape taxation. To that extent only is 


the Commonwealth, by its Customs Con 


trol, concerned in this matter. : 


Senuctor Draker-BrocKMAN. ~The Cae 
toms authorities levy 
ther it reaches its owner or not. 


Senator PEARCE.—They are respon- 
sible for seeing that the thief does not — 


ae 


become also a smuggler. 
Senator 


not give ws 
more authority to guard the good name: of © 


on an article whe-— 


but that it does not i. 


\e 


ers 


Keattna.—Onee an article: a 


passes through the Customs, it becomes _ 
general property, and thus is Phau Ms q 


the control of the State. 

Senator PEARCE. — The 
contained in the article is that ee 
takes place before articles have passec 
through the Customs; that is, while Oey 
are actually in the ship. 


inf inet = 


Bair PEARCE —We have. The Kalgoorlie to ‘Port Augusta 
ontrol of the Customs is not a control Bill. 

oe theft, but against smuggling. Income Tax Bill. | 

IG sie) a. ae of the (ean | alee Bill. ahs: 


ae that Peay is not stolen. Sena- BH returned eae th 
Earle has made the suggestion that Representatives with a 


the Commonwealth Government should Pe that Ge Mea eo 
endeavour to get into communication Brea! Nog ae 
with the State authorities in order to be I Nang gr 
< bring about concerted action. 


Ne ments made by the Sanat 
Senator Eartu.—lf necessary. and that it had agreed to t 


: : Berator PEARCE.—TI shall take steps fs Bik ce to amendment 
to bring his suggestion under the notice © the House 0 ia: eae 


of the Government; but it appears fay 
strange, if the offence is as serious as 18 [TREATY OF PEACE (GER 
represented by the article, that the com- BILL, ean 
mercial community, with its well-known ; 
influence, has not been able to secure some - Bill received from House ue Bes SI 
iry by the State Governments. I tatives, and (on motion — DYE Sen to 
have not noted any very energetic repre-. Pzancr) read a first time. (13 ae 


sentations in that regard. Perhaps the Senator PEARCE AV estern a rali 
commercial community fears reprisals of Minister for Defence) [3. 38]. a 
the nature indicated by Senator Earle. ing— 


( (Senator Wirson.—It often pays better That so much of the Standings aul 4 Senstonal 
to accept a loss rather than go to the ex- Orders be suspended as would prevent the Bill 
inoue 


ne pee, of getting the Government to move. being passed through all its eats 


delay. 
oO Senator PEARCE.—That may be so; 
oa no self-respecting organization, whe- 
ther of labour or of capital, would sit 


quiescent, I should think, under such 


move the second reading at a late: 

charges as have been made. One would, | The measure is a formal one, and 
any rate, expect some reply, some form een, 

0: denial, some attempt on the part of ad that, ee npn ‘the vee 

the organizations whose members are im- 


plicated to answer the allegations. 


Senator ‘Keating. — The Tasmanian | 
Chief Justice passed sentences of five : o 
ears each upon a few of these thieves TREATIES OF PEACE (AUS 

me weeks ago. | AND BULGARIA) BILL. 


Senator PEARCE, a The cenurar tenor Bill received from ‘Houser Re r 


he article quoted ‘indicates that it ig tatives, and (on. motion — ae § nator 
OS impossible to ‘catch the culprits. Puarcr) read a first time. _ eh 


heard that detectives have been i: 
a ‘Senator PEARCE (Western Austr 
n duty, but that their lives have Minister for Defence) [3. a aT 


I desire to intimate tae it is ; no 
tended to exercise to the full the p 
which I have just proposed. I intend 


Question resolved 1 in “the afiirmat 


her unsafe. If a detective hap- 
ae down a 1 hold, he may ea 


ie Bal 
_ Representatives, 
Senator Russerz) read a first time. 


+ 


: jo s Bill. : 


- that Fiating ity re a later ee I shall 


move the second reading, after which, J 


suggest that the debate be adjourned 


until to-morrow. 
~ Question resolved in the affirmative. 


CUSTOMS BILL. 


received from the House of 
and (on motion by 


; QUARANTINE BILL. 
Bill returned from the House of Repre- 


“sentatives with an amendment, 


TREATY OF PEACE (GERMANY) 
BILL. 


Seconp READING. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia — 
Minister for Defence) [3.42]. — In 
moving— 

That this Bill be now read a second time, 


I may point out that it amends, in a cer- 


_ tain unimportant particular, the Act pro- 
viding for the ratification of peace with 
Germany. When the Treaty of Peace 
Bill was passed, provision was not made 
. extending it to the Territories of the 
* Commonwealth, and it is necessary now 
that this should be expressly provided for, 
hence the introduction of this measure, 
which provides that the Treaty of Peace 
Act 1919 shall apply to the Territories 
under the control of the Commonwealth, 
including any Territory governed by the 
Commonwealth under a mandate. It will 
be seen, therefore, that the amendment is 
purely technical in character. 

Debate (on motion by Senator pr 


Larer) adjourned. . 


TREATIES OF PEACE (A@USTRIA 
oh AND BULGARIA’ BILL, 
Srconp Reapre, . 
Senator PEARCE (Western Australa— 
"aca for Defence) [3.43 ].—I move— 
That this Bill be now read a. second time. 
The measure is of special interest to me, 
because on the 10th September, 1919, I 
had the honour of representing the Com- 
monwealth at the signing of the Treaty 


of Peace with Austria at Saint Ger- 
‘ -main-En-Laye, 
ca most 


in France. It was 
interesting ceremony, and one 
shall always remember, — but 


a, ; 


B Roveune: "1920.1 


honorable senators will be 


Adjournment. 


6115 
i was of — less significance to Aus- — 
tralia than the signing of the Peace 
Treaty with Germany, Nevertheless, 
it is necessary that Australia, 
of the parties to the Treaty, should now 


ratify it. On the 27th November, 1919, 
the High Commissioner, as representing 
Australia, signed the Treaty of Peace 


with Bulgaria. Copies of these Treaties 
have been before honorable senators. for 
some time, and J take it that they have 
had an opportunity of perusing them, It 
is now proposed, by this Bill, to make 
the fiecessary \ provision to carry into 
effect the terms of the Peace Treaty, by 
empowering the Governor-General to 
make regulations and to do such other 
things as may appear to be necessary. 
Power is also given in the Bill to impose 
penalties for breaches of these regula- 
tions. The omission in the German Peace 
Treaty Act has been overcome in this 
Bill, which provides that the measure 
shall extend to the Territories under the 
authority of the Commonwealth, in- 
cluding those over which we have a 
mandate. 

Debate (on motion 


by Senator DE 
Largig) adjourned. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


OrperR or Busrness—War GRATUITY 
Bonps. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— 
Minister for Defence) [3.45]. — In 
moving— 

That the Senate do now adjourn, 


it would, perhaps, be just as well if I 
gave some indication of the business the 
Senate will be called upon to consider. 
The Bills which I have submitted this 
afternoon are very largely technical in 


character, and will be proceeded with. My — 


colleague (Senator Russell), the Minister — 
representing the Minister for Trade and 
Customs, will move the second reading 
of the Customs Bill, which will be cir- 


-eulated now that it has been read a first 


time.’ I hope, also, to have the draft of 


the Air Navigation Bill, and to move the — 


first and possibly the second readings — 


to-morrow. I understand that this will — 


about exhaust the .business available to. f 
the Senate, owing to the fact that an- 


other place is not dealing with measures © : 
A number of — 


quite as quickly as we do. 
absent next 


" a 
x 
a a 


as one | 


a ented by Senator Fc 
surer, It seems to me 
enati ee ere S46). Abda a question of the subn issi 
esire to “| Que nan of Bh vidual cases to the Treasur 
nister for Defence (Senator Pearce) one of asking him to cal | 
the position with regard to the _ ae ane a to ‘whic 
- gratuity bonds, which is caus- smh : oe Ny on oe 
a certain amount of dissatisfac- i see laa oi ose 
tor of returned soldiers Ponorable senator, 
in my. hate. a I doubt not, in gther Question resolved. in 1 th 
tates as well, Honorable senators will 7 om 
emember that when the regulations 
dealing with the issue of war bonds were 
framed provision was made for the pay- 
ment of cash in certain circumstances. In 
number of cases soldiers who were not 
anxious at the time for cash, applied for 
bonds, feeling that they wo ould: bea bet- 
ter investment. Since. then, owimg to 
altered financial circumstances, they are 3) 
now in need of cash, but unfortunately ie 
are precluded from obtaining it in return 
' for their bonds, although, T understand, bowie ithe ee at, 3. p. m., “and 
hey came ander the regulations entitling are. 
them originally to payment in cash. One ~ te gk 
oy. ae on has come annie my Spey: we INCOME , AX BILL. a 
an ave communicated with the — 5 
easurer (Sir Joseph Cook), but Assent rep seelaras 
ob having that gentleman’s © permis- 
ton iJ cannot quote it as an indi- — JUDICIARY HILL 
vidual case. It appears to me to be “Assent reported, 
rather unfair that, because a man did not =~ 
riginally ask for cash, although he was __ NORTHERN TERRIT( 
entitled to it, but decided, in. the inter-) 9 i ADMINISTRATION, 
ests of his country. to apply for bonds, Mr. MAKIN.—I wish to know 
he: should now be unable to draw cash. Government have finalized the a 
ask the Minister toe bring this matter “ments to administrative pe 
uder the notice of the Treasurer, to ae. N: orthern Territory, and, 
what can be done. is anticipated that a sta 


: a PEARCE Wcders Australia— whe BOYNTON oy 


eee wi Ls igiehie: bs ea is Seca sh, oe Cabinet has been sppeinted te 
through the applications, and I exp 
be able to make an announcement Ww 
: se few days. " : 
i ‘For. As an individual case, ie ey 

as a general principle> 


PEARCE.—Of course, I am’ 
se age eid the Lenka oe. a 


biSbere for. ce more a 


that a pe as soldier cee ap oa x, a. Luk 


onds and subsequently changes _ eat € s : 
ind sHall be entitled to get cash now. © itis aan na} te ma 


Senator ‘Fort. hy am : eee) to men c ae ‘there was aa 
who were entit | , ae 


£ 


m ported fen tie Vaital States 
Japan, and that on goods imported 


vhs errs 1. de the “jaeyaeiing gcc er ia if 
hes will have the staternent Areas with 


rae, ohieadil opimion Oh RES ib2 
jae, GREENE. —t have epg on 


, yf 


bed shadiae Eesberneeine and have eeiiked 
that, under the system which we bélieve 
%/ be be required to be followed by the law 
- of the land, we have not got as much 
- duty from certain importations as we 
_. should have received had. another method 
of valuation been adopted. It is impos- 
sible to get accurate information as to 
the loss of revenue, because, to do so, 
every individual invoice would have to be 
- examined in connexion with the varia- 
tions of exchange’from time to time, so 
that only an approximation to the actual 
i figures can be obtained. I am inclined 
Bie: tor think, however, that the figures men- 

tioned “by the honorable member are 
_ pretty wide of the mark. 


| ponrricAL DEGENERACY. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Has the 


Prime 


_ Minister read a statement made by a re- 


presentative of the Temes who visited 
Australia with the Prince of Wales, in 
which that gentleman speaks broadly of 
_ the degeneracy of the political world of 
_ Australia, and playfully refers to the 
_. Prime Minister as the principal hs Sage 
vate. 
aa Mr. HUGHES.—I have not read tis 
statement. In what newspaper has it ap- 
peared 
- Mr. Maruerws. pene saw it in-the Age. 
I mention it thmking that the Prime 
- Minister might like to reply to it. 


Mr. HUGHES —I do 


Ke its 
truth. 


not admit 


‘HIGH COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE. 


: _ Mr. TUDOR. —Is it correct, as is 
stated in the newspapers, that practically 
every 
left. Australia for England during the 


to reorganize the High Commissioner’s 
Office, and that Commonwealth Govern- 


| said po of the C weak ama tat 


encrdey. “pd Novae “1990.7 


n France — Italy, £884, 000 was col-— 


Commonwealth Minister who. has - 


iy ya four or five years has been instructed 


nent officials have also gone to England 
th that purpose in view? Is there any 


+ Gesu N as Guinea. suit 


Mr. HUGHES. Conta, i ae : 
ment, is not correct. As to whether there 
is any truth in any part. of it, that is 8 a 
difiieult question to answer. ti 
Mr. Tupor.—The newspapers are: Say- 
ing that. every Minister who has gone — 
from here has beem instrueted to re- — 
organize the High Commissioner’ Bi 


Mr. HUGHES.—I do not think © 
quite accurate to say that the euetee 
are saying that; one man in london, 
who represents a newspaper, is saying it. - 
When I was last in that city, it contained 
about 7,000,000 inhabitants, and I do not 
know that we need feel much alarmed at 
anything that only one of them may say. 


- 


GERMAN NEW GUINEA. 


Mr. MAHON.—Has the attention of — 
the Prime Minister been drawn to the re-_ 
port concerning the rather extraordinary — 
proceedings of the Expropriation Com- 
mittee’s proceedings in German New 
Guinea, disclosed in yesterday’s Axgus? 

Mr. HUGHES.—I saw in the Argus 
newspaper an artiele about the Expro- 
priation Poard, which I considered most 
unfortunate, because calculated to econ- 
siderably embarrass this country. Hon- 
orable members know that it cosh us a 
great deal of money, to say nothing of 
the lives sacrificed in the war, to obtain 
control of German New Guinea. The 
Peace Treaty provides for our pages 
with German nationals there, and it must 
come with some shock to Australians to ; 
find an Australian newspaper taking upon 
itself to uphold German interests. ae 

Mr. Manon.—I# does not do that. 

Mr, HUGHES.—Then I must moat 
read a different article from that to © 
which the honorable member refers, and 
therefore am unable to answer his ieee 
tion. ¢ hi tage 


WHEAT HARVEST 1920-21. 


Saiticon ee EALTH GUARANTEE—PRICE FOR 
Locan CoNnsuMPTION. 


Mr. HUGHES ( Bendigo—Prime Minis. us 
ter and Attorney-General) [ 3. 10].—(By a 
Jeave).—Last week I stated that I hoped — a 
to be able to give honorable members — 
certain. information of interest to the 
community in general, and to the primar 
producers in particular, relating to wheat. — | 
I desire to deal, firstly, with the Com+ — 
monweelth guarantee he ‘5s. per bushel 


4 i Ae 


Oe Weed abso ne tailway ae 
and, secondly, with the price of when 


for local consumption. Twill deal 
with ‘these _ matters in that order. 
“As tothe 5s. guarantee, there was 
a discussion ‘in this House last week 


im reference to the obligation of the 
Commonwealth in this regard, and I then 
_ took the opportunity of stating the posi- 
tion as the Government understood it. 
Upon a motion, which had been moved by 
the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
“Tudor), an amendment was moved by the 


honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory), which the Government ac- 
cepted, and the House approved. That 


‘resolution, to which I said the Govern- 
ment would endeavour to give effect, was 
as follows :— 


- That the Government, having guaranteed the 
producer 5s. per bushel at sidings for this 
season’s wheat, should arrange for payment of 
same on deliyery by cash and certificates, such. 

certificates to be repayable in such instalments 
‘and at such periods as recommended by the 
Central Wheat Board; and, in the opinion of 
> this House, nothing should he done that would 

Preven. the producer from receiving export 
_ parity for all wheat, including wheat for home 
consumption. 


My right honorable colleague, the Trea- 
“surer (Sir Joseph Cook), and I had an 
Opportunity last week of conferring with 
representatives of the Associated “Banks 
and the Governor of the Commonwealth 
Bank. The wheat position was discussed 
in all its aspects. It was fully realized 
that a large sum of money, certainly 
£30,000,000, and possibly more, was 
” involved. The question was one of vory 
great importance. A satisfactory solu- 
tion had, if at all possible, to be found. 
‘Eventually. the . following ‘arrangement 
was agreed. to :— : 


“That in respect of hank delivered at rail- 
way sidings, an immediate cash payment. of 

2s. 6d. per bushel be made, and a certificate 
_ Fepresenting 2s. 6d. per bushel, and payable on 
Oil April, be issued. 


This agreement was: carried subject to 
‘ratification by the Commonwealth  Go- 
-vernment and by the Boards of the 
banks. . Both Cabinet and the differents 
: banks have’ now approved, and this morn- 
| ‘I had the honour of referring the 
; ag eement to the Australian Wheat Board, 
who also unanimously indorsed it. I shall 


now endeavour to explain the operation 
| at involves oa Paes 


ve of e scheme, — 


i [REPRESENTATIVES. ]__ 1920- 


day, but on a date to be fixed. As 


. Apri. 


, ae 


of Qs, 6d. in ae ad th 1e of a cer- 
tificate for Qs. é6d., redeemable on 80) oe " 
April. In order that honorable members __ 
and the farmers may understand exa 
what this*means, it is necessary th 
should point out the fundamental di 
ference between this certificate and thos 
issued previously. The previous certifi 
cates were redeemable, not on wee definit 


one knew when they would be redeemed 
naturally they fluctuated im value very 
considerably, and it is only right to 
recall the fact that speculators reapet 
a very great and unfair proportion 
the money that the 


eat stand in an a different 
category. They will be redeema 
by the banks on 30th April; and 
have an immediate value. ill 
practically ninety days’ bills. 4 
ordinary commercial terms of discoun: 
ing a stock bill at up to four months art 
24 per cent. commission, plus interest 
8 per cent. per annum. That works ou 
at about 2s. 3d. for every 20 bushels 
wheat, or a little more than 1 7-20d. 
bushel. For all practical’ purposes, the 
fore, the cash equivalent of the Qs. 
certificate under the arrangement made 
by the Commonwealth is 2s. 6d., , 
say, dod., or 2s. 44d.» Tins applies to 
the 2s. 6d, certificate payable on 30tk 
In addition, of course, the farm 
will receive 2s. ‘6d. cash. Honorable mem- 
bers will appreciate the advantage of 
this arrangement over those previous 
adopted. These certificates, I have 
doubt, will be sufficient for all the pr 
sing needs of the farmer and will ena le 
him to meet his obligations for machinery, 
debts due to the storekeeper, 
in respect of mortgages, &e. ; 
cate, then, is a gilt-edged pocurige re- 
decmable in ninety days; and, although 
the banks are under no oblination to cash 
them before 30th April, the certificates 
will readily be accepted in payment of 
debts, or cashed by those who discount 
bills on or about the terms I have stated. 
I ask the farmers to note. particularly 
that the certificates are worth what T say 
within a fractional margin, and I hope 
they will refrain, therefore, from allowing 
the speculator to enrich himself at their 
Mies Cots oa is payin 


ay ber. 
 elearly stated its policy in regard to 
_ the right of the wheat-grower to the 


ds aac 


‘per cent. per annum for this money, 
has engaged to repay £15,000,000, or 


half the total amount, whatever that may 


be, in six months, and the remaining 
half. in twelve months, with the right of 


rey iewing the position at the end of twelve 
_ months if we are unable to meet our ob- 


a ligations at that time. These, then, are 


roe the details of the arrangement, which 
the Wheat Board regards as entirely 
satisfactory, and I venture to say it is 


ene which will commend itself, not only to 


honorable members in this House, but to 


the farming community generally. 


J leave this matter for a moment and 


- ome now to the question of wheat for 


oe _ logal consumption, which is covered by the 


second portion of the resolution to which 
this House assented last week. I remind 
honorable members that the Government 
of the Commonwealth, when before the 
electors, stated that it was not in favour 
of the continuance of the Wheat Pool, 
and that it would do nothing to prevent 
the farmers getting the world’s parity for 
their wheat, whether that was needed for 
local consumption or export purposes. © I 
have explained at length the circum- 
stances which induced the Common- 
wealth Government to accept the invita- 
tidn of the State Governments to enter the 
Pool. The action of the States relieved us 
from our obligation under the promise we 
made that we would do nothing to pre- 
vent the farmers getting the world’s 
parity for their wheat. Honorable mem- 
bers are familiar with the facts. The 
- wheat-producing States had formed a 
Pool, and had passed such legislation as 
made private trading in wheat impos- 
sible. The farmer was unable either to 
export his wheat or to sell it locally. 
The wheat, therefore, for all practical 
purposes, having passed from the farmer 
to the State, the Commonwealth had to 
consider whether it ought to remain out- 
side the Pool. As thé Pool would be 
very seriously embarrassed if the finan- 
cial support of the Commonwealth was 


at withheld, the Commonwealth thought it 


its duty to become a member of the Pool; 
and that it did with, I feel quite sure, 
_ the approval of the overwhelming 
majority of the members of this Cham- 
The Commonwealth Government 


. ous parity, but the wheat- prone ne 


me Noveaner, 1920.1 


rate, 
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States having subsequently taken si tie 
action as prohibited private trading, 
and which, for all practical purposes, 
they acquired the wheat, so completely © 
changed the position that action by the | 
Commonwealth was called for in order 
that its policy, as clearly stated at the 
election—viz., that the farmer was en- 
titled to world’s parity—should be given 
effect to. The Commonwealth, therefore, 
being pledged to do nothing to prevent 
the grower getting the world’s parity for 
wheat for local consumption, when a 
Conference was called upon to consider 
the question of fixing the price of wheat 
for local consumption, the Government 
decided to be represented thereat. The 
Conference met on Friday last, and was 
attended by the Premiers and the Minis- 
ters of Agriculture of all the States, in- 
cluding the non-wheat-export States— 
Queensland and Tasmania. It was a 
very representative Conference, and the 
farmers’ representatives were present from 
New South Wales, Victoria, South Aus- 
tralia, and Western Australia. The 
matter was considered at considerable 
length, and every aspect. of the problem 
earefully reviewed. 

I may remind honorable members that 
the Wheat Board, as such, has nothing to 
do with fixing the price ‘for local con- 
sumption; that is a question for the 
States, gua States, not the Pool. Sa 
it was a proper thing that the States 
should decide this matter; although all 
the members of the Wheat Board were, 
in fact, present at the Conference. The 
Conference at once recognised the neces-_ 
sity of coming to a decision without de- 
lay. There were two alternative policies 
—one to fix the price from month to 
month, or from time to time, and the 


‘others bo Ax» uniform price ‘for twelve 


months. Both of these courses had their 
advantages and disadvantages. The 
Co mmonwealth and the States—at any 
the wheat-producing States—all 
agreed that the producer was entitled to 
the world’s parity for local consumption, 
The Commonwealth had to consider the 
interests of the producers in the light of 
the pledge the Commonwealth had oe L 
them, and representatives of the States. 
and the Commonwealth had to consider. 
the interests of the consumer, for we 
were dealing with the staple commodity 
of the people. And the Conference was. 


Re Bis See 


oe the ae, Ee 
ef the 


‘the position 
eing Tewiod the” opportu- 
bee the S oped world’s 


le Hane was’ on opinion ‘that ee 


“some consideration. on 
The interests of Australia 


rice for their wheat. We were 
aah these Ewe more or eas con- 


“many thon 
for it? In endeavouring to 
point we had to consider, 
fall, what was the equivalent of the 
: parity for the whole period of 


ea) ae 


ments. | 

of the farmer’ 8 wheat twel ve 
a oe it might be argued that 
tied nua fal, and, that 


ioe a of the firmel 
that 1t was not fair to deny 
a Lina to sell their 


: we will pei at ie 
a ‘The a was con- 


on-growing wheat. 


What, was tee a, 
very materially affected the Ce 


ae: know what it Is to-: 


ie we were eoing ue fix 


Gry e 


ae ‘sini. 
an uae 


when ic Al ee he 
finite fixed value independ 
the vagaries of the market, 
those circumstances that a 


os ae whole Cencte a ie (ee withheld from immed 


addition , a uniform price, fo 


was ‘urged, would not on 
farmer more easily to cai | 


diffieulties—and it is 


‘that the farmers in. ms i! 
have 


mo suffered from a ¥ 
drought—but would encoura 


This: 


it pagoaigtotih cece tne, 


UR aan Gaus ce m ee year 
appeals by — Lae m mbers, 
have said a great deal. my 

the great need for land 

but I certainly do 


mere — words will do. ah 
must make life on the lan 
The farmer ought not to 


meet all the difficulties whic 
life involves without SO - 
ee ge 8 ugh 


a every cae ew 
of a total failure of out: 
@ ter) is a tisk which the manut 


not take. A man may ma 


pals of boots, and the p 
The boots, | | 


‘however, are 


ve be in ad as 


mtn owing to! a 
Se 


ciroumstance, 


be encouraged, and no more ef- 
means of encouraging people to 
main on the Jand and of inducing 


matonkee 


hah: 


t of stabilizing the industry and mak- 
‘it worth while to go on the Jand. 

‘hese reasons determined the Confer- 
ence to reject the proposal to attempt to 
- adjust, from month to month, the price 
‘oped ee local consumption In “pens 


Thai principle bait been af. 

» firmed, it was considered that the Con- 
7 ference was not the proper body to deter- 
* mine what the prieeshould be. The ques- 
‘tion was therefore remitted to the Wheat 
Board to determine what was, all things 
Larne considered, a fair commutation of 
the world’s parity over a period of the 
next twelve months. The Wheat Board 
eonsidered the--question, and made a 
- recommendation to the Conference, which 
the Conference, in its turn, unanimously 
adopted. The price the Wheat Board 
recommended was.9s. per bushel. It con- 
sidered that 9s., although less than the 
: world’s ,parity to-day, was a fair com- 
mutation of the expectancy of prices for 
the whele year. The Conference, in com- 
ing to the decision “to accept, the recom- 
-mendation of the Wheat Board, had be- 
fore it several faets. It knew what was 
the world’s parity to-day, and, what was 
more, having sold forward, it was able to 
say what oversea buyers were paying for 
May, June, J uly, August, September, 

_ October, and December, 1921, delivery. 
It was unable, of course, to say what the 
then price would be, but it was able to 
say that there were buyers who were pre- 
pared to purchase wheat to-day, to be 
_ delivered in December, 1921, and to pay 
substantially more than 9s, per bushel for 
to Th In the circumstances, therefore, »it 
- felt that it was fully justified in agreeing 

Chee that price. 

My. Grucory. —Is the. 9s. the net price? 
oe Mr, HUGHES.—Nine shillings is the 
Rn _ seaport basis. I am satisfied that’ this 
arrangement will be regarded as fair by 
. all sections of the community. We have 
he hold the scales fairly between the pro- 
Ni ducer mind consumer, pene mast remember 


pe 


poss “industries Abn effect of giving a. “price sthrtt worth 


thers to go on it could be devised ante 


directly 


the Wheat Board has cutnimagidetd a a 


discourage the man on the land. ‘That 
is a factor which influenced me very 
much. We cannot peer into the future 
and say what the price of wheat will be f 
in August or ‘October, 1921, but we can : 
say that the figure agreed upon for local — 
‘consumption is less than the price at _ 
which we are selling wheat for delivery — 
abroad. in December, 1921, Therefore, - 
‘the world considers, as far .as it is a 
buyer, that the price we have fixed is a _ 
fair one. It would ‘be inadvisible to ta 
the House the price we are getting for 
wheat we are selling overseas—we are en- 
deavouring to get the best we possibly, 
can for i¢— but the position is that the 
consumers of Australia, who, during the 
war, got their bread. cheaper than the 
people: of any other country in the world, 
will still continue to do ‘so, and ‘if the 
millers and bakers are content with rea-_ 
sonable -profits the 2b. loaf can be sold 
over the counter at 6d. 

Wages in this country have been grad- 
ually readjusting themiselves to the basis 
of the 6d. loaf—in New ‘South Wales, I 
think, the standard is calculated on the 
loaf at 52d. or 64.—but I maintain it is 
‘better to know where we are for twelve 
months, and readjust things on that basis, 
than to endeavour month re month to 
Srope after a- world’s ‘parity for wheat 
which might be subject to violent fluctua- ‘i 
tions, aml over the whole year would cer- 
tainly not put the consumer im a better — 
position. On the other hand, it would’ x 
disorganize our finances, and put the . 
producer at a great disadvantage att’? 


@ time when che ‘needs immediata _ it 
financial help: The ‘price of wheat i 
to be retained for local consump-_ 


tion is fixed at 9s. .on seaport basis, with — 


fortnightly deliveries, and payment in 


advance by fortnightly settlements. ae : 
The Commonwealth takes the full res 
sponsibility in regard to the arranges — 
ments for the payment of the puarantee; 
but the States, although they are no} — 
responsible, have all been — 
sulted, and have approved of the ~ 
rangement made. And as I have gai 


dorsed it. The matter of fixing — the s 
price for local consumption is _ = 
marily one for the wheat-producing 
ae of New South Wales, Waew 
toria, South Australia, ry 


are prepared to adopt it. 


d Tasmania, of 
- eourse, looks to the mainland for much of 
ate wheat: but the State Government have 
‘expressed their willingness to fix this 
price. Western Australia, which was re- 
‘presented at the Gonference by the Min- 
ister for Agriculture, has not yet assented 
o the arrangement for fixing the price of 
_ wheat for focal consumption; but the mat- 
ter has been referred to the Premier of the 
‘State, from whom an early reply is ex- 
pected. | 
The honorable member for Wimmera 
(Mr, Stewart) asks when the cash will 
be paid to the farmers. Clause 1 of the 
; oma says that for wheat delivered at 
railway siding an immediate cash pay- 
ment of 2s. 6d. per bushel will be made. 
I suppose there will be two certificates 
handed to the farmer—one for 2s. 6d., 
which will be immediately negotiable a 
any bank; and the other payable at ninety 
days, which can be discounted in the 
ordinary way. 
cash will be available at any bank imme- 
diately, and the other half will be 
covered by a certificate, which the 


for local purposes only. 


of engaging to discount immediately, 
but which, nevertheless, may be dis- 
counted, if necessary, in the usual way. 
think ‘that we may be congratulated on 
this solution of a very tangled and im- 
portant question. 


‘Mr. Cuanter.—I ask the Prime Min- 
ister if he will arrange to have made 
available to honorable members, 
pecially to honorable members represent- 
ing country electorates, 5,000 or 6,000 
proof copies of the Hansard report of 
lis statement, for transmission to the 
farmers’ associations throughout Aus- 
ia, so that the farmers may know 


ma: has said? 
: HUGHES. —I] thal do that. 


bate ment. — | 
fr. Hxoror Lamonp.—Is it aed 


oe Ans no ex- 
tal le surplus, have accepted the fixed | 
e aS a fair and reasonable one, and 
I understand . 
ut Queensland proposes to establish a_ 
cal Pool in relation to its own wheat 


tly. what the right honorable ee 


M popor.--1 wish, by leave,, to. make 


local consumption be such price a 


That is to say, half the 


bank will not take the responsibility - 


eS- — 


low other honorable ‘members the — 


discussion to take ee : 
leave— 


y as 


glad that the Prime (Minister has 
a course which will give every honor 


the community to have got every 


treated ? 


HUGHES. “Po. 


That ae followine reali 
“Guaranteed that in re t 
livered at railway sidings media 
payment of 2s. 6d. per bushel _be x 
that a certificate representing | 2s. a 
bushel, and payable on 30th ee ay 
issued.” alia 
“That the price of whea 


fair commutation of the expectancy 
overseas markets over the year 192 na 
basis of fortnightly deliveries, with p: yime nt 
in advance by fortnightly settlements.’ : 

“ That the fair commutation of the equiva 
of the overseas so eel is 9s. Fl bushe 
port basis.”’ 


“Mr, TUDOR (Yarra) [3.53]. am 
opted 


member an opportunity of speaking 
‘Sir Roperr Brsr. —Provided, ee 
can get a call before 5 o’clock. 


Mr. TUDOR.—1 shall” ne 
more than five minutes, though — I wou 
have liked to speak much longer had. | 
had an opportunity of conside 
closely the details of these arrang 
It may be all very well for one sectt 


that it desires, but it must not 
gotten that the consumers of bread 
is, the community at large—are_ 
called upon to pay the Cost.' 16 
anda) to the farmer, or ce ny ‘ : 


dN erating 


necessities of the community. Me xpl 
it by charging the highest possible p 
AUD ro! 18 right that the farmer sh I] 


ay donld not the produce | 
the producer of sugar Me 
It was stated the cee : 
Australia would have to pay : 
£25,000,000 a year for its coal supply if 
the "coal-owners were to get export parit, 
for the 10,000,000 tons of coal co 
be the Commonwealth. That, bh 

a subject on which the hone 
ee for Newcastle (Mr. 
honorable member fo uw 
Charlton) are better able to peal 
oe The farmer is t 


r his wheat, i 

which, to my way of thinking, 
finitely "promised to him. He will 
in eceive a og on for, 2s. 6d.; but 


be payables in ninety days, Hanus 
-are 180 days between the present 
» and the 30th April. 

r. Hucnus.—But no wheat is yet 


Me TOD 


end e ae 
2 at. LaveLie. They are delivering 


Fin TUDOR. — The naaple of Aus- 
tralia will be surprised to learn that the 
export parity has been fixed twelve 
months ahead, and not, as they were led 
to expect it ‘would. be, from month to 
~ month. When the sugar agreement was 
made, it was admitted that we were get- 
ting sugar more cheaply than we should 
get it at that particular time; but it was’ 
explained that, in all probability, the 
price would fall before the end of the 
_ three years’ agreement. It is possible 
_ that the export parity of wheat may fall 
within the next twelve months. But 
ee under the agreement our people will have 
"to pay 6d. over the counter for the 2-lb. 
loaf not only this year, but during, the 
-. whole of next year. It is known that in 
_ Victoria the millers and bakers have com- 
| a bhuel and will continue to charge the 
' public just what they please, as they have 
‘done in the past. Even when the Com- 
- monwealth was controlling prices it could 
not control the actions of the Millers 
- Combine in Victoria. It took one miller 
only to Court because he refused to sup- 
ply flour, but dozens of such cases were 
~ known to the authorities. The millers 
. will continue to please themselves as to 
whom: they will supply with flour, and 
the bakers as to whom they will supply 
with bread. In Victoria a customer is 
not allowed to change his baker without 
the consent of the Master Bakers Asso- 
» Giation. Yet it is wondered at that the 
people complain. a 

Mr. Huecror Lamonp. What the hon- 
orable member is. ‘speaking of is an in- 
ance Hn successful unionism. 


complain of ? 


-or on the Conference. 


‘Labour man, he is to carry the blame! 


resolution. 


ae aod of Bhice pare. 
Mr. McWrurams.—lIs it ices ie 
Master Bakers Union that does Wilts: Yon 


Mr. TUDOR.—The master baka: act 
ing with the millers. They will continue 
to please themselves as to what thay will 
charge. Nate 

Mr. ConsmineAnd what’ vont are! j 
now complaining about is the Peas sl yt " 
Union. hy 

Mr. TUDOR.—The farmers have as 
much right to form a union as have the — 
honorable member and I to join industrial 
unions. : 

Mr. Consrp1nz.—But honorable gentle a 
men opposite complain of unionism. Be, 


Mr. TUDOR.—I am objecting to the — 
exploitation of the people by the master 
bakers and millers in the manner that — 
has been practised in the past. The — 
Prime Minister has told, us that the Com- — 
monwealth has had nothing to do with 
the fixing of prices. 

Mr. Hucnrs.—I said that the Wheat 
Board had nothing to do with the fixing 
of the price of wheat for local consump- 
tion; that they dealt only with heen 
wheat. 

Mr. TUDOR.—But the Wheat Board | 
recommended 9s. per bushel, and to that 
the Conference agreed. The honorable 
niember said that it was the State: authori- 3 
ties that fixed the price. ‘ 

Mr. Hucuns.—l was a member of the 4 
Conference, and in the chair. | i 

Mr. TUDOR.—I am trying to look ab 
this matter from the consumers’ point of : 
view. There was not a single representa- 
tive of the consumers on the Wheat Boned ‘ 


Sn esas 


Mr. Grecory.—What about Mr. Theo 
dore ? 


Mr. TUDOR.—There were more peta 
Labour Premiers than Labour Bre 
at the Conference. 

Mr. Hucurs.—They all voted dor ‘the 
resolution fixing the price for local con. 
sumption, and Mr. Dunn moved. it.. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Because Mr, Duna 2 | 


Mr. Hueues.—I do not say that h 
any blame to carry. What has it tod 
with the ma eves he is a. a ur 
man? Mr. the 


Tr prt again’ as t ae es 
we Tec oan | the 


hak, see a Ao seca ai repre- 
itati soba meee on. the 


P Picinee _—Let the. pale bay IM. a 
market, if they can, 


Sal TUDOR:—Some persons are say- 
“Let the farmers pay for their irri- 
+ schemes, instead of putting the: 
. the whole community,’’ and.‘ Let: 
farmers pay for the carriage: of 


at the same rates as other: per-_ 


for transport.’’ I amr not here 
town against country, but. I ask for 
> deal for every: section. of. the-com-. 


: bone that speculators, such as ; those 
> reaped a rich harvest by dealing. in. 
serip, will be prevented’ from deals. 

n the proposed’ certificates, though it 
xe diffieult’ to prevent such dealing: 
tried to prevent the negotiation of 
war gratuities, oo sahioka one: scuba 


by is Peake, or ive fase are 
‘in'some way through the banks, 
man’ es ee hai - 


Se hae he eee of ne people 
stralia to. learn, that the world’s 
wheat is equivalent to 9s.. per 


oe local eosin ae IL listened, - 


ie en ey poe be 
But £ T i not think. that’ suffi- 
ntion has. been given to. the 
effect of this determination. on. 
of Dread. be raise the Re of 


Board of 


the event 
hog asked to. 


oe aes otis o the 


invests. his capital. in it. 


who puts his labour into it 


do-it, the community must, { 
wheat than the world’s — 


‘burden, should not be bo 


‘ssumers of bread, as such, | 


financial burdens, Shomlay 


with some regard to the a 
taxpayer to meet his: obliged 
be, as the Prime Ministe 


that the price, of Os. ae 


cone eae | 

will. determine. a ut 
show that. the p 

ae for w 


NT a 
alone 


made to We ie hale oo iy 
Mr. Fewron.—Did the confer enc 

aoe what. would be the e t 

price of bread? ae 
Mr. HECTOR LAMO} 


not ae anigrics of the. con 


~ 


reuent, 

Mr. Fan oe 1s _ ies 
the Prime Minister. - 

Mr. HECTOR4 LAMOND, 
Britain, during the war, it 1e( 
to. subsidize bread, in ‘orde te p 


it for the people at a reasonable. rates : 


-to artificially in 
this a acide: 


if’ we are going 

the return to. 

fe oe aed 
Mr. Grucory. ee we de ng that? ae) 
Mr: HECTOR LAMOND-—T 


- matter which. the abs be 


hen eat CN an thar 
meet the: world’s. parity. 


Mr. Leer yee 


he ie one eno: 


_Hueunss. —We vi sole 


Ok. guided! 

_ Mr. Huenrs.—We are doing so now. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I do not 
) de aa the Commonwealth is able to 


* ° 


hi Oe 
yo Min: 
- what we shall have to sell. The fact 
that we can: sell 10,000. bushels of wheat 

at a high price to-day: i is no proof that 
"we ean sell the whole of the Australian 
harvest at the same price to-day, 
morrow, or some other time. And what 


" parity rises, as some people’ still seem to 
think it may, to a price that will leave 
us 1s. or 2s. behind. the world’s. price, the 
same political pressure will, not. be 
brought to bear and the local: price dis- 
turbed when the contract is half way 
through ? What guarantee is there of 
_ any permanent agreement? _ 


a “Mr. Hucuxs.—We fixed: the price at 
_ 4s. 8d., and three months ago: wheat. was 
vat 1os.. The people were getting their 
_ wheat at half price, and the farmers did 
not kick up a row about that. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—1I_ think 
we heard a good deal about it.from the 
farmers. However, if the local price 
_ fixed is going to increase the price to the 
extent. that it may, the Government 
ought to consider whether the taxpayers 
_ as a whole should not bear part of the 
: > burden, as was the case in England, 

especially if one of the objects of the 

high price is to encourage a local in- 
a _ astr: 


li is te tek sath or eat: attention, to: the state- 
ont of the. Prime Minister (Mr. 


cag the 
r de. last. week. 
ite te satisfied that’ the. Prime. Minister 
ae the best he possibly could for the 
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some 


HECTOR LAMOND.—That is 


to» 


guarantee have we: that, if the world’s: 


right honorable gen loan 
Ti ean: say that I am 


f eet ene Be ee prc s3e he 


“4920-21. 


Mr. Ryan aes the nptiaeaile soul 
man say that he is “more than satlee 
fied. 2? e Ae 
Mr.. GREGORY .—1I am. quite cateiaee A 
Mr. Ryan.—l thought the honorable — 
member said that. he was. ‘‘ more than, — 
satisfied,’? LA dal 
Mr. GREGORY.—I had anticipated 
that there might be-some difficulty in. re- 
gard to, the. request I made last week,. 
when. I asked that the certificates issued. 
should. be partly in the nature of a bond. 
The Prime Minister has. told us to-day 
that the certificates: will be payable on 
the 30th April, and. are-in the nature of 
a bond—they represent an agreement. thet 
on the 30th April the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment will pay the balance of this 
money.. When we realize what a bumper 
harvest we expect, and the enormous 
amount of money that would be required 
to pay 5s. per bushel in cash, every think- _ 
ing member’ must admit that it waguld 
have been an _ impossible. undertaking for — 
the Government. I am satisfied that the 
arrangement made will meet with the ap- 
proval of the great majority of the wheat 
producers; and as.to that portion of the | 
agreement I am quite satisfied. In refer- 
ence to the world’s parity, I would like 
to: ask the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Tudor) and the honorable member for 
Hilawarra (Mr. Hector Lamond) whether, 
if an application were made to the Wheat. 
Board for a contract for the sale of wheat 
at the present world’s parity, they would 
not ask a guarantee from the Govern- 
ment that sufficient wheat would be re- 
tained’ to' make up any shortage we might 
have ere. Would there not be an appli- © 
cation made to the Government to at once 
restrict export so as to cover any local’ 
shioytage? Under such circumstances, 
would they not declare it to be the duty — 
of the Government to see that sufficient 
wheat was retained to feed the Australian 
people? f 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Does that not 
operate now ? 
Mr. GREGORY.—It must operate 
under any circumstances, but the honor- _ 
able member must see that if the Govern- _ 
ment made a contract to sell 100,000,000 
bushels of wheat at, say, 7s., there. must 
be a shortage here, and that, under 
the circumstances, they would declare ae 


aa more than we can afford to cane. 
pat would pee the Leung In an wns 


ity ihe on cepade aye fixed ie ie 

ntral Board. That Board consists of a 
r of gentlemen specially interested — 
export and wheat handling busi-— 
they have their agents, and they — 
inderstand all the ramifications of the 
, and know the prevailing prices — 

_ Under the SMa Awaniis ts 


the ae parity. 


{r. Soa oweke —On what eet do hey 


r, GREGORY. at was not at their 
eetings, but apparently—— 
Mr. Hucurs.—The price fixed is sub- 


tantially | under the price at which we 


could sell wheat mow at six or eight 
months: eheads O08 

Mr.. GREGORY. —_That may be, but if © 

e Premier of the Labour Administra- 

on ‘of New South Wales and the Pre- 

vier of the Labour Administration of 

Queensland are satisfied, I think we oavhe e 


o be. ‘satisfied with the arrangements — 
Tf it be assumed that the price 


ade. 
bread would be too high in Australia, 
en it is the duty of all the people to 
ear their proportion of the burden. As 
~said last week, I cannot see why the 
doctor, the lawyer, or the agent in the 
eity who produces nothing in the way of 


food should get his cheap loaf and pay. 


thing towards providing a’cheaper loaf 


is. ‘poorer fellow-citizens: It would be 


ost unfair to ask the farmer to provide — 
“ cheaper loaf; it is the duty of the 
State Gosriieate. if the price of bread 

ge too high, to buy Wee neces- 


fale th eo pies course. It is (gue pos- 
an application may be made for a 
ale before the year ends; and 


‘could the Board deal with a large 


many | millions of bushels if they _ 
fraid there might be a shortage. 
It would be their duty to the pro- 
LO accept. the highest price offered ; 

fore, if it be desired to provide» 


| with. a cheaper loaf. the efarest 


a Jampiet 


s not quite satisfied 


“satisfied, with the arrang 


=f 

‘pay half. in cash and hal 

a this season’s wheat. 
Mr. Guecory.—T ae 


u bes. satisfied. | 
PARKER. MOL 


os the ae 


on was corhiod by thi 

resolution affirmed the d 
provision being made for 
in certificates and Bare in 


Mr. PARKER MOLOD : 
‘resolution went on to say t or hy 
consumption the price should b a Q 
the world’s parity. That latter ee 0" 
the shane pa has not been 


pe {a a - 


a 
Leiein moment. a ae 
merits of the decision of 


‘able a 
mouth. 


Mr. 


puiting a 
PARKER MOL 


for Dampier had some “a: 
ing in order to get hims 
~ culty—an amendment w 


say the Hone Minister: Ae ie 


Te. rT am. hoe mueh con 
that amendment which the 
“member for Dampier’ (M 
launched in age to de ‘feat the 


a number of these people is cash. 


Wheat ‘He arvest, 


Wee 
ae oe akhe le Mediber| dor 
iS Dampier says that the primary producers 


will be satisfied with the arrangement ' 


made to pay only 2s. 6d. on delivery, but 


from scores of resolutions sent to me, I 
__ pelieve that the keenest regret and disap- 

_ pointment will be the result, particularly 
in New South Wales—where the wheat- 
_ growers are just recovering from a two 
years’ drought. 
_ for the Prime Minister to say that the 
_ growers 


It is all very fine 


7 will be able to use these 
-- certificates in paying for their agri- 
eultural implements, and _ so forth. 


- That may be so. It may'serve the in- 
terests of the wealthy primary producer, 
but it will be of very little good to the 
"man in a small way who is facing big 
debts. It will be of no use for him to go 
to those business people to whom he owes 
big bills. The only thing that will save 
on They 
are to get only 2s. 6d. per bushel, which 
will not save a number of them. I have 


‘| _ letters which show that to be a fact. I 


“quoted one to the House on Friday, show- 
ing that certain people in New South 

_ Wales, if they do not get a cash payment 
_ of 5s. at the railway siding will be unable 
to meet their obligations. 

Mr. Hirt.— What is the difference be- 

tween 5s. and the proposed method of pay- 
_ ment; that is, 2s. 6d. cash, and the rest in 
certificates? 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—The dif- 
ference is 100 per cent. 
: Mr. Hirit.—The difference is 14d. per 
bushel at the most. The 2s. 6d. cash, to- 
gether with his certificate at ninety days’ 
- sight, is equivalent to 4s. 102d. 


if Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — The 
- honorable member can put that construc- 
_ tion on it, but he will admit that until the 
30th April a man cannot take his certi- 
ficate to the bank and get cash for it. 


Mr. Hiri.—He can take it to the bank | 


hie on the ist February, and have it dis- 


 eounted, and the discount will cost him 


only 13d. per bushel. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—That is 


absurd in view of the statement which the 


% honorable member himself has made that 


aN _ there is not enough money in the coun- 


; try to pay the full 5s. I have 
no doubt that it will be a very excellent 
_ arrangement for the banks. 


its Noveudee AA 


As well as. > 
a A belles Naat aM ° per ens. on over. 


~ 1920-21. 
" £20,000,000 for about six 
that it 1s an excellent deal for them, hat 


it will be of very little use to the man 
who wants cash at the railway siding. 


We are told that he has a chance of get- 
ting 2s. 6d. at the railway siding, and the 


Prime Minister has said that the certi- 
ficate means that he will have to wait 
only ninety days for the balance. I know 
places where they are going to begin har- 
vesting m a fortnight’s time, so that it 
does not mean ninety days at all. It is 
more like double that number of days; so 
that, whichever way we look at it, it is 
not an arrangement that will be satisfae- 
tory to the great bulk of those primary 
producers who, to use a colloquialism, are 

‘up against it. 2? That is so particularly 
in the State of New South Wales. 

Mr. Hirt.—Advances during the last 
three or four years have only been made 
towards the latter end of J anuary or the 
beginning of February, so that this is no 
different from any other year. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — The 
honorable member is in a little bit of a 
difficulty in regard to this matter. He 
says that this year is no different from 
any other. Last year the growers got 
their 5s., did they not? 

Mr. tae .—When? 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY, — They 
gotit. It wasa payment of the full Be, 
and when the promise was made by the 


Prime Minister the great bulk of them 


considered that it was to be interpreted 


o1ay 


months will — } 
mean £600,000 or £800,000 in interest to 
the banking ae of Australia, so. 


in the same terms as previously, and that — 


they would be in the same position as they 
were in last year. 


Mr. Hiri.—Five shillings last year is _ 


equivalent to a first payment of Is. 3d. 
per bushel on this season’s crop. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — The 


honorable member works it out that way. — 
In fact, he has worked it out in several _ 
ways since he allowed himself to agree — 
He knows 
that at Tungamah, which, if not in a 
own electorate, is very near it, a represen-_ . 


to the present arrangement. 


tative meeting of farmers was held te 


other day, and condemned him for his’ ren a 


cent utterance on this question. 


Mr. Hitr.—I will get at the bottom a 
that farmers’ meeting in a day or two. 


* 


ee SO ae ee 


5) le + « ¥. Pris 
ated ie ae i ED irate 
a ep Spee is BON ey ye Ne Fe, ne Fie ve 


at be one of 5s. ‘at railway sidings, 


ill aay nian to io att) his. cain 
in his own way. ‘The fact re- 
ee phat mecting of farmers _ at 


i an day I have Titel eh 

to the same effect, even since the 
passed the resolution the other 

naa _ I have one which reached me only 
: ay, concerning a meeting in the 
‘owa district. This was said to be 
th largest meeting of primary producers 
: held in the district—it is not very 


far from the electorate of the honor ‘able | 


member for Eehuca—and it carried 
“4 nanimously a resolution that the farmers 
understood that the first.payment would 
: Lhat 
is what they interpreted the Prime Min- 
 ister’s pledge to mean. They said they 
wanted the full 5s. on delivery at railway 
siding. This is only one of the many 
rge meetings that. have been held 
throughout New South Wales. I am 
not only putting my own idhenprcialion, & 
n the matter. {Tam putting that inter- 
tation on it because nine out of every 

n letters that have reached me from 
New South Wales bearing on this ques- 
ion show that resolutions were carried 
by the farmers in favour of a 5s. payment. 
T am concerned only with that aspect of 


ae People may twist and ‘turn it in any, 


way they like. I am not concerned about 


what was done thé other day, but I am/ 


acerned with the fact that we are now 
lefinitely assured that effect is not to 


e gi" en to the promise made.by the Prime | 


imister at the last election. We are 
old that the farmers are to be paid only 
6d., and to receive for the rést .a ‘cer- 
eon will be Gaaenies on the 


| fens to- a 
ae —What is there new in the 


in ae Pe. Minister 


g a pledge, and if it were not for 
riousness of it we could overlook 
ach of a pledge just as we have 


othing new 


4 overlook many more. 
t t the seam has been decided 


else seemed to care. 


I deeply 


thes man on nuie land. i 
construction on the pledge 
last electian from that wv 


the pledge made previously 


ceived lis full 5s. 
harvest. 

it in any other way. 
what the honorable membe;: 


for & 


(Mr, Gregory) and other ; 
Country party say, 


the 
ducers will be- oe ae 
Sen pope oe 


Wheat Baad that was he 
but the Labour - party for sub 
motion to the House to compel — 
payment, because up to then — 
whatever was being done. No m 
was oe of the matter until the : nea 


at the ier naan : 
Country party members. vy 
that motion the farmers would 
their 5s. I believe it was our action 
stirred things up. Noone else 
House said anything about it, an 
I believe 
party that stirred up the Prime M 
and our honorable friends of the 
Country party, to take an interes 
question. From that aspect of th 
tion alone am I thankful the at an 
satisfaction which any sect n 10 
primary producers will get. out 
arrangement is the reone a wha 
Labour ‘party did to make the 
Minister take some kind of actio 
he appeared to have ly ue 
sleep on the question. — 


that the ‘Wheat Pool ore ie 


able friends in the Ministerial ‘a 
‘levee acquiesced mh Anis. 
arrangement, which is emmently suite 


hy the i banking nstitutio Ss. 
: h 


. at eh are id ao receive 
even bes 2 the leit tat are 


more daly of the four States hick 
-produce a large quantity of wheat, I 
should like the House to consider what 
is to be done for the thousands of farmers 
Lo seguouet who are producing maize. 

16 acai lait to be made My 


since, I 
understand, preference will be given to 
They have suffered for 


4 ‘speice | on oversea. «cad 


wheat and wool. 
_ the last two or two and a half years from 
a drought which has been more severe 
_ than they or the settlers in any other 
_ part of Australia have ever encountered. 
They grow an enormous quantity of 
‘Maize, but no action whatever seems to 
be taken to safeguard their interests in 
the same way as “the wheat interests are 
looked after. All primary producers, 
_ whether they grow wheat, maize, or 
sugar, should be treated exactly alike. 
The Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Tudor) made some remark about the 
world’s parity for sugar, but sugar is not 
@ parallel case. Unfortunately, the 


the Queensland sugar crop for three 
Ange yiag and made an arrangement to sell 
at to. the Commonwealth Government 
without this House having a say in the 
price until the whole deal was finalized. 

I think we are forgetting our obligations 
to the primary producers throughout the 
S whole: of the States, because those in cer- 
‘tain States appear to possess larger and 
_more influential representation. ‘In com- 
“mon justice, something should be done to 
relieve the maize farmers of Queensland, 
who have had as bad a time, if mot a 
- worse time, than the wheat farmers have 

had. during the past two and a-half years. 

Mr, Ryan.—What price does the hon- 
_ orable member suggest? 

Mr. CORSER.—That is a matter to be 
_ considered, but something should be done 
to give the Queensland maize growers the 
nefit of a fixed minimum price for their 
am umodity. 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM (Gwydir) [4.34]. 
Ih ened Pee. a ee ie “ies of ings 


Queensland Government commandeered 


That is my opinion, and I.am giving it.as_ 
Doubts have been thrown on the — 
assertions made by members of this party, 
that the farmers of Austraha understood — 
would be 


his promise, a is as. den as anybody, 
who ‘knows him could. exnect him to do. 


such, 


that the first payment of 5s. 
in cash. Day by day we have received 
communications from the Farmers and 
Settlers Associations and Primary Pro- 
ducers. Unions, which are the official 
associations of the primary producers, 
showing~that they thought and believed, 
although of course that belief will now 
be dispelled, that they were to be paid 
the 5s, in cash. J intend to place upon” 
the records of this Parliament» the. 
cpinions of the farmers throughout the 
length and breadth of Australia, from 
whem resolutions to that effect have come. 


THe Curlewis Branch of the Farmers and . 


Settlers Association has asked me to place 


before the Prime Minister the following 


/ 


resolution, which was carried at a meet-- 


ing recently held by 1t:— 


That this meeting of farmers, resident in 
the Curlewis District of New South Wees, 
hereby resolve— 

1, That for the past ‘five 
growing  imdustry 
grievous hardships 

loss. 

2. The farmers of the Commonwealth were 
encouraged by the specific promise 
made by the Prime Minister of Aus- 


years the peer 
has suffered 
and pecuniary 


tralia, at Bendigo, on the 20th Octo- — 


ber, 1920,) when Mr. Hughes said, 
“The e Federal Government would 
guarantee wheat-growers to the 
amount of 5s. per ‘bushel for wheat 
delivered at railway stations for 
“years 1919-20 and 1920-21.” 

3, This promise was honoured for the de- 
'  Jiveries of last season. 
4. The yield in New ‘South 

1919-20 averaged only 3 bushels per 
acre, and the financial resources of 
wheat-growers were styained to 

breaking point. “ 

5. Largely owing to the promise made bys. 
the Prime Minister, that the. 
guarantee would cover the 1920-2] - 
crop, the ‘wheat-farmers of New 
South Wales put forth every asec 
and extended their acreage. 

6. There is every prospect now of a pope 


return for their labour, and serious 


alarm is occasioned by the attitude _ 
of the Prime Minister in regard to 
the guarantee. 


ister to redeem his promise and have © 
the necessary payment made in the 
same manner as obtained last 
season. | te 


‘Wales oe . 


7. This meeting calls upon the Prime Min- — 


Re ; 


1 ae Hot oe me ee LOW. 


alled Country party with regard to the 


it once that it does not satisfy the wheat- 
growers. The Country party in this 
House is hand in glove with the Prime 


‘Those who back up the Go- 
proposal must have been 
‘Whether they 


i nstitutions. 
vernment’s 


“nobbled” by the banks. 


of the banks, 
£500,000 out of the discounting of these 
con certificates. It is unreasonable to think 
_ that the small farmers will be able to 
adjust their financial difficulties if they 
have to go to the banking institutions 
_ with these certificates. It is destroying 
confidence in the resources of the Com- 


f : _monwealth to say that the Com- 
- monwealth is incapable of finding 
the money necessary to enable a 


cash © payment of 5s. per bushel to be 
made in respect of all wheat delivered at 
railway sidings. It has been repeatedly 


_. Labour party that during the war period 
the expenditure of the Commonwealth 
- amounted to nearly £100,000,000 a year, 
and that, if the war had? been waged for 
another twelve months, the Government 
-- would have continued to provide for that 
expenditure. No one will suggest that 


war had it gone on for another twelve 
months, and that being so, those who 
assert that the Commonwealth cannot 
find the money to enable a cash payment 
of 5s. per bushel to be made are simply 


ery one else who had dealings with 
e Government during the war period 
ild ‘be. es in, cash. Lake expenditure 


ie ( ao are asked, 
1 the Prime Minister's promise, to 


be th f the so- 
Whatever may be the view o s oF ranonak: ae i 


proposal to issue certificates, [ may say c eae pay thing in their 


Minister (Mr. Hughes) and the financial | 


know it or not, they are doing the work © 
who will make about 


pointed out by honorable members of the | 


Australia would have pulled out of the © 


cable member is in the Prime Mi 
“bag.” The Prime Minister ha a 


i clouding * the issue. War contractors and > 
‘Johnson ).—Order! 


et anne: a 


fin nee the ee i stand 


vi a eae i withdraw the ‘Ter 
: aa 


at the primary eee ve Aust " 
and, despite the attempts that m. 
made to misrepresent the position, 
the farmers of fee Coa 


their promise, and tee have i 
ported in Seu breach of faith 


ber for. Retnen (Mr. aD, : cans 
member . the Ans Whea ¥ 


hte a ee state up for 
believes to be right. i 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM. thee 


‘‘ nobbled.” 


Mr. SPEAKER © ‘(Hen : 
T. ask the 


member to withdraw that. rema 


/ refrain from indulging in Per 


OM py 
withdraw. the honGeaee mem nY 
ee from the Prime Minis ter 


SPEAKER. Order! Es 


he National party will be able to 
his defence of the Government in 
to this matter. aie 
find that, as usual, the financial 
tutions, through the instrumentality 
he Government, are to reap a rich 
t at the expense of the men in the 
country. We on this side of the 
3¢ react that the Country party, 


nd behind “chen in their three-card 
ick so. far as this matter is concerned. 
oe Mr Poynton. —J ask whether that 
Ai, enn ark i is in order? 


Bist not continue to disregard the 
Sa of eet: He has just made an- 


a on he pa Tn the Rani 


has been practised 
_ SPEAKER. — Order! | While 
ane’ ‘every allowance for the fact that 
er honorable member may feel ney 


E ouse Sethole casting tent aas on 
beg the: pee order ee ealls 


~ CUNNINGHAM. —I] hoee® no 
eth violate the Standing Orders, 
. feel that I have been deceived by 
rime Minister’s guarantee of 5s. per 
on all wheat delivered at railway 
The wheat-growers as a whole 
béen deceived in this matter. I 
that the primary producers 
hout Australia will recognise that 
abour party have fought the Go- 
ment on this question, “that it has 
ted: to foree their hands, and 


oot have been apne to 
a cash payment of even 2s. 6d. per 
| He: would have saa issued 


‘member ‘of the Country party 


has made a promise whieh, a am conte 
he. sot fulfil. yy the 


Float Germany, of which we ae heard 
so much and will see so little. — | he 
Mr. LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [4. 45]. — 
I do not intend to speak at length on this. 
question, since I explained my attitude 
fully when it was last before the House. 
As a representative of one ofthe largest 
wheat-growing divisions in New South | 
Wales here, I am profoundly disappointed — 
with the arrangement which has been 
made under which a cash payment of only 
2s. 6d. per bushel is to be made on de- 
livery of wheat at railway sidings. 
Mr. MoWirrtrams.—There is to be 
another 9s. 6d. per bushel in ninety days: — 
Mr. LAZZARINI.—As to’ that, we 
shall have something to say later One, 
The farmers of New South Wales are not 
very much concerned just now as to the 
payment of world’s parity, since, as the — 
result of the additional 9s. 6d. per 
bushel which the State Government hag 
promised to give them, they have been 
guaranteed senioet that amount. Their 
chief concern is that the first cash pay- 
ment’ made shall be sufficiently large 
to tide them over their financial obliga- 
tions, and to enable them to set about 
next season’s work. The Prime Minister 
(My Hughes) has stated that the eee 
mers are to receive 2s. 6d. per bushel in» 
cdsli, and that certificates for the balance — 
will be issued. The argument used. to- 
day is that we have not the money, avail+ 
able to enable an initial cash payment of © 
ds. per bushel to be made. The Prime — 
Minister, however, has naively told us 
that, ; although the Government Gate 
find the money to make an, initial a 
payment of 5s. per bushel, the banks, in - 
all pyobability, will be able almost i imme-. 
diately to discount the. certificates, The » 
certificates, after all, are only credit in-— 
struments, and, that being so, why should © 
it not be possible for the. banks to create. 
at once credit instruments in. respect ant 
the whole guarantee of 5s. per bushel? 
‘Mr. MeWuxranss. — What ig Mr. . 
Storey going to do? a 
Mr. LAZZARINI. — The hohobdes 
member and those who think with him. 
should thank God that there is a State 
Labour Premier whom they can always 
drag into these discussions. Mr. Store 
has nothing to do with this Parliament 
but, < 


Mie 


Mealune |G 


Linister, it was ‘not an. electioneer- 
Viger and his 


ad TAZTARTNT And. thig Govem- 
vent would have a very shaky majority 
if the honorable member and his party 


people at the last general election. We 
have been, told that the certificates in. re- 
spect of a payment of 2s. 6d. per bushel 
will be cashed almost immediately by the 
_ banking institutions. I must repeat the 
statement I made the other day that hon- 
- orable members opposite, who profess. to 
Wy Tepresent the primary producers, in going 
_ to the huge. financial institutions, have 

4 ippealed to the greatest financial enemy 
that the primary producers have. They 
met the representatives of these institu- 
ems in conference and allowed them the 
reater say in determining how the far- 


vhich will be created by their own. w 
The plea that this credit cannot ! 
- ofice: granted to the extent of 5s. per 
- bushel is so much camouflage. The very 
_ statement of the Prime Minister that cash, 
to the extent of 2s. 6d. per bushel will be 
paid immediately, and that certificates will 
be issued for the balance—certificates 


a which the banks will discount—is conclu- 


a sive evidence of that. The banking in- 
stitutions are to get a “‘cut’’ out of the 
farmers’ produce. When certificates are 
issued. the banks will discount them at 
eir own. rate. 

ir . Ryan. ey will have their pound 
flesh, ‘ 


LAZZARINI. Lata: 


Government 


ictate terms to the financial institutions 
ae Duet. and they never had. 
their action is being supported 

a so-called Country party, 
therefore I sh ana that Laie are use- 


member — 
ae line that made by the 
exact, a little more fae: 
ducers. . 
_ agreement. | 
grant the farmer a cred : to the 


tent. of 5s.. per bushel as i 
him 2s. 6d. per bushel in. ea ha 


a pe tintolye: 


were true to the pledges they gave the numerous 


that they have said this: a : 


mers shall be granted a credit—a Ea, . 
b. say’ Tome 9 


| ‘not sufficient courage to attempt tor 


and 


) But by Aba: Heron with ii in he a 
Ni which he took up in regar ; ; 


I enter my pro 


a certificate for the balan 
banks will be walling to 


_ Mr. HILL (Echuca) [ABA] — ce 
cen how. to. breathe, ‘because: of - 

bouquets: which: have: | 

thrown. at me: by honorable 3 mem 

posite. 


sincere, 


eae fey aren ‘thes 
Agriculture of the various States. 
determinations which we baie) arr: 


Storey ana Mr. Dunn, voli i vere e a 
like, and indeed love, were memnb 
the oaed. 


_Mr: HILL. a as: 


were: as fair as ve is, ; 

Mr. Tupor.—I have cee i 
Labour men praised by honorable th 
bers opposite when they did not hap 
to be in Parliament. But when 
here we are always wrong. 

Mr. HILU.—T listened very ee i 
to the lengthy statement of the Pri 
Minister, and T entirely agree with yer” 
thing that he said. ‘ 

Mr. Parker Moroney. Thay ae 
what we would expect | the ho: 
member to do. | ! 

Mr. HILL.—It is ee what norabl 
members opposite in their hearts di 
expect, me to: do. le know that 


Os. per bushel. ) tT have 
sire to hipapee th haan nov : 


ae a 


i gor d. as bushel for their wheat, and 
ot payment by the issue of cer- 


fo 
tificates of BoD peemn ately 2s. 42d. per 


‘ Ist J Vay next of 4s. 102d. per budhel, it 
| wi e admitted that Bike Government 
have gone a long way towards redeeming 
* their promise, even if that promise be 
interpreted to mean a first cash payment 
of 5s. per bushel. 
payment of 4s. 102d. per bushel will en- 


ble the majority of our farmers in 


‘Victoria to pay their debts. and’ to con- 
‘tinue solvent. The New South Wales 
_ farmers have been promised an additional 
2s. 6d. per bushel, so that, in all the cir- 
| cumstances, if they have not ‘been well 
_ treated, they have been fairly treated. 
The whole object of the recent Conference 
was to deal as fairly as possible, not 
merely with the producer, ,but with the 
_ consumer. 


Mr. Ryan.— May. I ask a Eton? 
Who will get the other 14d. per bushel ? 


Mr) HILL.—i presume the man who 
a aeons the ‘bill. 


Mr. PARKER Motonry.—The banks, of 


ae HILL. —Did the honorable mem- 
ber ever do anything for nothing? 


- Mr. Parker Motonty.—If the banks 

(can pay 4s. 102d. per bushel* for our 
se _ wheat, why cme they pay the full 5s. 
. oa bushel ? 


‘Mr, HILL.--1 am perfectly satisfied 
Bs ae the great majority of our farmers in 

_ practically every State will be thoroughly 
_ satisfied with the arrangement which has 
of Naat made. . 


Oh Ao |B al Lavente.—I do not know of a 
. : _ i who will be satisfied with it. 


Mr. HILL.—Honorable members op- 
bs "posite have read letters, setting out the 


_ views. of some farmers upon _ the 
die uarantes of 5s. per bushel. But I have | 
40: mn the recipient of many letters in 


{ee 


hich my correspondents have main- 


Me they, have eee me upon the at- 
a The Prime 
finisber. made a Nitaitied statement this 
ernoon. which was accurate in every 
: _ The bps stan sat for five 


a cash ayinehs to our farmers 


In my opinion, the 


Western Australia, South Amstralia, and. 


-* tained the opposite view, and in “which 


alongside aliens who were naturalized 3 a. 


or six days, during whith hithe It care- pa 
fully considered every phase of the situa- 
tion, the endeavour of its members being 
to deal equitably between the producer ee 
upon the one side, and the consumer 
upon. the other. 


Debate 
order 119. 


mierrupted under standing 


NATIONALITY BILL. 


In Committee (Consideration resumed 
from 29th October, vide page 6109): 


Clause 7— 


(5) In the case of a woman who was a 
British subject previously to her marriage to— 
an alien, and whose husband has died, or 
whose marriage has been dissolved, the re- 
quirements of this section as to residence shall 
not apply, and the Goyernor-Genera] may, in- 
any cther special case, if he thinks fit, grant 

fa certificate of naturalization, although the 
four years’ residence or five yeaa's’ service has_ 
not been within the last eight years before the 
application. a 
Upon which Mr. Brennan had moved by 
way of amendment—. 

That the words “‘In the case of a woman 
who was a British subject previously to her 
marriage to an alien, and whose husband has 
died, or whose marriage has, been dissolved, 
the requirements of this section as to residence 
shall not apply, and’’ be left out. 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [5.2|.—I 
think it would be more convenient if the 
issue raised in my proposal were discussed. 
at a later stage, and, therefore, I ask 
leave to withdraw the amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [5.3|——A good 
deal of miseonception appears to exist Im 
regard to this clause. Quite a number — 
of persons imagine that because honor- — 
able members upon this side of the cham- 
ber object to extending the residential 
qualification in the case of all aliens © 
from. two to five years, we are pleading 
for aliens from these countries with — 
which we have recently ‘been at war. Per- 3 
sonally, I urge the claim upon behalf ae | 
all aliens. 


Mr. Poywrox.—aA. five years’. ‘remo Y 
tial qualification is imposed by the law 
of the United States of America. | 


Mr. TUDOR.—No: I have worked. 


Porn am assured that the — 
of residence eles there to-day 


: Ms, TUDOR. “4 am satisfied that. it is 

O While I do not undervalue the 
: es of citizenship of any country, — 
we ought not to make it more difficult for 
iene to become naturalized here. Under 

is Bill the very men who during the 
ate war were termed by honorable mem- 
bers opposite “ our gallant Allies ”—I re- 
_ fer to Frenchmen, Italians, Belgians, and 
Americans—will be required to reside 
within the Commonwealth for five years 
before they can become naturalized, We 

e thus raising against them a greater 
barrier. than existed prior to the war. 
This has nothing at all to do with. the 
Germans. Those who must now wait 
for five years before they can be natural- 
ized include citizens of countries whose 
soldiers fought side by side with ours in 


the Great. War: 


Mr. Maxwert.—The United Seaton: of 
\merica cannot complain of this pro- 
posed piece of legislation. 


Mr, TUDOR.—Does the honorable 
nber think it wise to follow a_ bad 
n te ee heard a lot of talk 
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Toes air 


“dealt with sites” to receive a ea c a under 


: pee are 


| “Gane: Ganceal 

assigning any reasons, ah Id 
tificate; whereupon ther ean be n 
peal from his decision. ~ 


A a the clnies stand as appears ‘to be fair. This 


‘in ontage ae ‘Committee divided. 


ee 


Nationality [3 Novemser, 1920.] Bill. 6135 
resided in this country with an alien 


Mr. WIENHOLT (Moreton) [5.17].— | | 
: they become entitled to a certificate of 


The rights of persons naturalized under 


the Commonwealth Act have been al- naturalization, and one would have 

ready secured. But what is the exact thought that that was sufficient to secure 
ie position of those who have been natural- to these infants all the rights of 
ized under one of the State Acts, and to naturalized _ personis. Unfortunately, 


however, we have had the recent ex- 
perience of war, and the status of, 
notably, Italians resident in this country, 
to remind us that, in their case, although 
there were infants who have since come 
to manhood, and who had qualified in 
that way for letters of naturalization, 
having made formal application for the 
papers, some of them were on the list 
provided by the Italian Consul as being 
Italian citizens and fit subjects for de- 
portation under that monstrous policy 
pursued by the Government with the con- 
nivance of the Italian Consul during the 
war. The disastrous consequence fol- 
lowed. ‘that, whilst the Minister for 
Defence (Senator Pearce), acting upon, 
without question, the certificate of the 
Itahan Consul, was permitting a system 
of deportation, the Minister for Home 
and Territories—the predecessor of the 
present Muinister—was issuing certifi- 
cates showing that these young men were 
naturalized persons; and they would have 
been deported but for the agitation 
raised by honorable members on this side 
of the chamber and others outside. In 
addition to that, it may be relevant to 
say that persons who, in their own right, 
had obtained certificates of naturalization, 
were seized and arrested and would have 
been deported had it not been for the 
sane resistance and protest of the Labour 


whom the Governor-General may not 
_ wish to give the further general certi- 
 ficate of naturalization under this mea- 
sure? How do such people stand, 
particularly regarding the matter of re- 
- yoeation? Although they are natural- 
- ized now, what will be their status if 
- they are refused naturalization in the 
_ terms of this clause? 


Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 
- Home and Territories) [5.18]—It is 
- *my intention, later, to move for the in- 
_-sertion of a new clause under the terms 
~~ of which a’ State certificate may be 
- amended. There is nothing in our laws 

at present to prevent a person who holds 

a State certificate from surrendering it, 
- and applying to come under the Com- 
- monwealth Act. There have been com- 

_ plaints concerning inaccuracies in old 

State certificates. One such was brought 
under my notice recently by the honor- 
_ able member for West Sydney (Mr. 
- Ryan). “According to the applicant, 
- misstatements appeared in his certificate 
respecting age and birthplace. As the 
law stands at this moment, a State cer- 
tificate cannot be amended; but my pro- 
-- posed new clause will provide for such 

-eircumstances. Any one now holding a 
_ State certificate can, and could for some 
time past, apply for a Commonwealth 


- “certificate. party. It may be convenient, and it is 
ae Mr. Wiennorr.—But if he were re- fair in principle, that a person now 
fused the Commonwealth certificate, applying may nominate infant children 
where would We stand? to get the benefit of a certificate which. 
Mr. OYNTON.—He would still Will be a safeguard to these young people 


in after years. : 

There then follows in this clause that 
- general reservation of discretion in the 
Minister, which is a principle running 


throughout the Bill, and which, I may 


hold his State certificate. This clause 
will not affect any existing certificate. 
{Clause agreed to. 
Clause 9 agreed to. 


- Clause 10 (Persons under disability). 
_ Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [5.20].— 


This clause deals with several matters, 
the first of which is that it enables a 
person making application for a certifi- 
_eate of naturalization to apply to have 
_ the name of minor children included in 
_ the certificate. The existing law pro- 
Si vides that where minor children have 


Noy ant, a ek i. oe b Oe Tobe bead 
‘Saat Phage tr yi = 2 te 


say, I cannot altogether quarrel with, 
because we must have discretion resting 
somewhere in the granting of certificates 
of naturalization, and, after all, one can: 


hardly imagine a place where it could — 
better rest than with the Minister who is 


in. turn responsible to Parliament. | 
In sub-clause 3 of this clause these 
words occur: “ Except as provided by this 


mo on die a ol Sonat sna we 
already adopted, a married Pca any 


‘at oh ee ous we mee not, 


msidered that part of the Bill which 
s more fully with the status: 
married women, to move an amendment 
beeause I may be preening later ¥ 
move-— ‘ 2 
That the Following words be added to tha 


clause: —‘* Provided that no woman born in 
wustralia, and being a natural-born British 


subject, shall cease to. be a British, subject by 


eason merely. of her marriage with an alien.” 


: - desire to safeguard ‘the 
those Australian women, who, being born 
here, ‘are, at the time of Phere birth and 
up to the time of their marriage, en- 


titled to all the rights of British citizen- — 
_ ship, and who are, as we perhaps prefer — 


to say, Austéalian. citizens. Tt seems to 
f a proposal of this kind would be a 
radical departure, not only from British 
egislation, but also from the practice 


taining, for the most part, throughout 


he civilized world. FT endeavoured to 


how, on the motion for the second read= 


ing, that it would not be so. In America, 
ft all events, though the law is somewhat 


obscure, they seem to jealously guard 


retadtus oor their American-born 
bomen, and the marriage of an American 


girl to an alien does not destroy the 


american nationality of the woman. In 
everal of the South American Republics 
he same law exists. 
‘ails so long as the woman continues to 
od in the United States of 
ae Haiti 

In 


ns ce ete in ene a “suas 
ctual and property rights, and 


eet ly we have, by legislation, as well 


ene moral code, raised the status 

when man, being the stronger 
a determined it, by threats with 
» or other lethal weapon. 
reise considerable advance 


a pronee hy and gy Brean rights : 


standing — citizens, and 


are: now entitled tor 


interests of 


' 


se taken for granted that the acceptance — 


Tn America it pre-- 


aa ee ri 


ae 


es: reason of marriag 
German, Austrian, or 


ality when foreign bl 
in her veins. 


of . 


a. 


will cernins many, cthees 


3g 


equal. . 


Mr. BRENNAN: —tt pe not 


to serious corisequences in the 
war or the possibility of war. — 
orable member for Fawkner ( 


| well) must know, as I ee chat th 
tion of an alien 


the artificial cadens of marriage 
birth—in the disturbed time of we 
poeny isle one, ree our Hie | 


chesild see, ae tedeh, had oar ba 
people born in Australia are 

and that they are not. arbitrarily i] 
into the ranks of the enemy by a f 
law of the character now ex 


that @ man. may never he grante 
tificate of naturalization, as the 
in his discretion may never be 
to grant it. We have page 
around with stringent 
haying done so, we showlalt Fy 
not to detrimentally ° afoot oul 
people. a. ae Oe 
Mr. POYNTON (Gorey Mini er 


ore 


aD the amendment, 2 “The xe 


ae of ae ius ite ee 


and the clause under discussion fc 


that. principle. 


Nans Laven, —Bat we 2 don not Hi 


‘the same 
ah ig: Poe antes 


ee are’ otter ious who do. The 
bi ll offers greater scope for naturaliza- 
 tiom than any of existing legislation, 
because it provides: for Empire naturali- 
gation. If a woman marries a foreigner 
who intends. to leave Australia, surely it 
is no hardship to say that she ‘shall take 
_ the, nationality of her husband. Tf,. on 
; “the: other hand, an Australian-born 
woman marries a, foreigner who. remains 
_ in Australia, why should not the husband 
_. become naturalized? 
- Mr.. Tupvor.—Beeause he has to. live 
here for five years before he can apply 
. for naturalization. @ 
Mr, ROY NTON. — I understand, al- 
though the honorable member for Batman 
_. (Mir. Brennan) thinks otherwise, that the 
od American law contains the same provi- 
sions aS are in this Bili. I will not be 
dogmatic about some of the minor Re- 
_ publics, but IT understand that under the 
United’ States of America law a woman 
marrying a foreigner takes the nation- 
ality of her husband whether she is 
ae American-born or not. There is nothing 
in this Bill to prevent the foreigner be- 
~ coming: naturalized except the limitation 


period’ in the lifetime of any person. 

Mr. Consmrxn.—Suppose, as some- 
- times happens, an alien husband of an 
Australian-born woman clears out and 
leaves: her? Under this Bill she will 
_ ~ Jose ler nationality altogether. 
Mr. POYNTON. — The honorable 
_ member is quoting an extreme case which 
‘i is not touched by the amendment. 
Mr. Conswrns.—I know; but it is a 
ease in point. bs 
_ Mr. POYNTON. — In. that case the 
wife would for the time being lose her 
ta nationality, but. the principle laid. down in 

this Billis the law. of every civilized com- 
fe ay. 

~ Mr.. Maxin. — ‘Tf an Australian- hans 

man married a foreign. woman, he would 
imo be deprived of his rights. 


Mr. POYNTON. —No, because under 
ese law the wife takes: the nationality of- 


her husband:. I repeat that the clause 
* - now under discussion is based on the Eng- 
_ ’ lish law-for the purpose: of securing uni- 
formity.. 
n no: necessity to introduce the Bill! 
Mr. Ryan, — pirasie there was no 
for it. | 


‘ 
+i 


of time which, after all, is a very short 


at’ alll, 


Otherwise: there: would have. 


Mr. POY¥NTON.—There- was: 


years we have had complaints 


foreigners, who had become naturalized’ 


my Australia, were regarded as aliens in 
New Zealand if they took up residence: in 
that Dominion, and vice versa. 
question has been the subject of many Im- 


perial Conferences, and the object of the 


Bill is: to. bring about 
formity. 

Mr. Consiprnz.—It is the thin end’ of 
the wedge of Imperial Federation. 


Mr. McWittiams. Tt is reciprocity m 
legislation. 


Mr, MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[5.40].—There is no doubt that, as the 


Imperial uni- 


o3T 


For : 
that 


1, 


This - : 


honorable member for Barrier (Mr. Con- - 


sidine) has suggested, this is fhe thin 
end of the wedge of Imperial Federation. 
Weare getting nearer to that state of 
things every day. Our laws are being 
framed on what we thihk they want in 
the dear old: Mother Country. 


Mr, Poynro? Ste 
foreigner, married to an Australian 
woman, deserted her, she would get 


divorce and regain her nationality, and 
that, if she Became: 4 widow, she would 
lave the same rights. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—If we get much 
more legislation based on the idea of 
uniformity with the law in Great\ Britain, 
we shall undoubtedly be getting nearer 
to Imperial Federation, and the charge 
that this Parliament readil; y acquiesees 
in such legislative proposals will have 
much greater weight. As a representa- 
tive of Austtalian. Democracy I am not 
going to follow slavishly any British law 
Tn regard to: naturalization, the 
sooner we break away rather than follow 
British law the better it will be. There 
is no reason on earth why an Australan- 
born woman should not have the same 
rights as an Australian-born man; but 
in this Bill we are restricting her 
rights. Why should we, 
of this measure, limit the field of 
matrimony to any Australian-borm 
woman? The whole thing is ‘prepos- 


terous, and I am surprised that anybody 
But TF do: — 
not think it will be accepted. I know, “i 
that we are like voices in the 
tvilderness in our objection to this mea~ 
sure, and: are met with the contention — 


should accept the principle. 


however, 


enw i iat 4 


by means 


ur ee must be brought ‘in , 
ae iocnite with that of | the dear old) =watch | more jealously 
fothe fritter away our rights o 
Mr. Poynton. We owe ie dear old 4/46 desirable to have | 
Motherland a lot, you know. 400): the British law. Nh Sica ae 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Perhaps we do, Mr. BRENNAN (Batman 1. 43]. - 
we owe her nothing so far as do not ‘wish to delay the Committee . 
naturalization is concerned. It was only cept with a few words. When oa spok 
a little while ago that Great Britain gave » the position’'in America, T had in m 
women in the United Kingdom any poli-- a passage which I ua read. in Hall’ 
tical rights at all. In Australia we International Law, seventh edition. — i 
should take the stand that women should touches this subject, but does not, Ia 
have’ the same privileges as men; that a ‘mit, appear to be very positive. | On pa. 
mother, like the father, should be sued 938 of the last edition he ‘aye | 
es desertion of her children. Exeept in some inerig ae countries t 
a Mi) Poyntron.—The only case. that nationality of a wife is merged | in that of 
‘this clause will affect will be that of an husband, so that when a woman marri 


Pe foreigner she loses her own’ nationalit 
- Australian-born. wom arried t 
Au y an-born. woman married aig acquires his, and a subsequent change ° 


: foreigner who deliberately refuses to be-. nationality on his part carries with i 
Na come naturalized. course, a like change on her side. By th 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Well, I am sur- of the United States of America, a 
Mend aber the Minis: nil + Woman marrying a foreigner, perhap 
OG Rieint aN Gaea lad open fe Dot BCcepl nained a subject of her State, though a 
|| the. amendment. He has told us that alien woman marrying an American citiz 
‘none of the privileges obtained under becomes _ herself naturalized; by that 
State laws will be taken away by this dane a sal wee ae 
2g . nationality so Jong as she stays in the ¢ 
measure, but we are not now allowing try; and in ‘Venezuela and a she ke : 
sp ae opportunity for naturalization under in all cireumstances. Sy 
a State law. Nobody has a right to de- 
 prive any native-born Australian womay, 
of her birthright. Indeed, I doubt the 
authority of the Government to take 
_ away the birthright of any child born in 7 
_ Australia of an alien father, though in (¢ ee Tugied ce oh Pe 


this Bill we say that, if a father be an 
- unnaturalized foreigner, the mother be- ine OER a po oss M. 


comes denaturalized. 
Mr. McWrr11ams—Do you carry your 


; argument farther, and include an Aus- the nationalit f. 
| v0 her | husband. | 
tralian-born child: of a Chinese father? amendment will not in the slightest 


MATHEWS.—I say that all gree prevent her from doing 
hildren born in this country are Austra- It merely states that by reason ¢ 
whether the father is naturalized her marriage with an alien she shi 
_ We cannot get away from the cease to be a British subject. ! i 
at they are Australian-born citi-* Mr, Poynron.—Burges’. Colonial 

It has been held in Conservative oe Law: shows Bie an Ame 
_ Great Britain that a father cannot sell 


<= 


Mr. “Hall ea out that ae res : | 
law on the subject is not. clear, u 
appears to be as I have stated, ‘ Iw 


born woman marrying a foreigner i 
is about to return to his own country 


“Bill. we say that an Rae Me Mee | Sweden Deshae: 

woman who marries a foreigner land, oie oe 

her nationality and her children be- J apan. 

. denaturalized. I suppose that we  -Mr. BRENNAN, — | 

ave to ae the matter, as” He | quoted an Capen: sf 
al that ei... (mot 

H some - knowledge — of 


an alien, desires to leave this coun- 
try she may become naturalized in 
another country or in the country in 
_ which her husband resides, and may be- 
come recognised as a citizen of that coun- 
try, but it ought to be quite a simple 
matter to provide in this Bill that at 
_ least while she is domiciled in Australia 
- she will maintain her rights as an Aus- 
tralian citizen, and therefore also her 
rights as a British subject. However, my 
view is that we should not make any limi- 
tation, but that we should leave un- 
touched and inviolate the Australian 
s rights of any Australian-born woman. 
_ Mr. WIENHOLT (Moreton) [5.52].— 
_ The honorable member for Batman (Mr. 
- Brennan) has made out a good case for 
his amendment, with which I am in 
sympathy, but as the Minister (Mr. 
_ Poynton) tells us that the object of this 
- Bill is to. standardize naturalization 
_ throughout the Empire, we ought to be 
clear on the point as to whether any 
_. amendments, if carried, will wreck the 
_ Bill. If we are not allowed to make any 
_ amendments, there is no advantage to be 
_ gained by discussing the Bill, and it be- 
comes simply a question of whether it is 
worth while having uniformity or not. 
_ It would be well for the Minister to say 
whether the carrying of this amendment 


i would damn the Bill. 


_ Mr. Porynron.—I have already indi- 
cated that it would. 


Mr. WIENHOLT.—In that case we 
are only wasting time by prolonging the 
__ diseussion. | 

Mr. MAKIN (Hindmarsh) [5.54].— 
_ The very circumstance which the honor- 
able member for Moreton (Mr. Wien- 
holt) has pointed out simply demon- 
strates the fact that we are not masters 
of our own business. Apparently the in- 
sertion of a provision to protect the in- 
terests of an Australian citizen would be 
| fatal to the Bill, and it is emphasized hy 
_ the Minister that we must not do any- 
_ thing to disturb what has already been 
_ done in some other part of the Empire. 
I hold that we ought to have some voice 


in the making of legislation which it is 


- Sought to have applied uniformly. 
Mr. McWirrams.—There is nothing 
_ ft prevent us from altering the Bill. 
een Mr: MAKIN.—But the Minister tells 
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_ Mr. Poynwron.—How can we have uni- 
form legislation upon this 
throughout the Empire if the naturaliza- 
tion Jaws in different parts of the Empire 
vary in respect to certain conditions? 


Mr. MAKIN.—I do not ask for any _ 
differentiation in respect to certain sets — 
of circumstances, but I claim that we | 
ought to have some voice in the framing 
of an agreement to which we are asked to 
become a party, and that those whose 
interests we represent should be able to 
realize that they are protected. When 
we are asked to accept without qualifica- 
tion legislation already decided upon 
elsewhere, how can we continue to be a 
self-governing Dominion ? 


Mr. Grecory.—The honorable member 
is at liberty to fight for an amendment, 
and if he cannot succeed, well and good. 


Mr. MAKIN.—I realize that I am en- 
titled to fight for an amendment; but, in 
regard to this Bill, a fundamental prin- 
ciple, which .we always thought governed 
our legislation in Australia, namely, the 
power to determine our own affairs, is 
absolutely destroyed. As an Australian, 
I am not prepared to delegate to any 
other part of the Empire the power to 
determine the nature of legislation to be 
enforced in Australia. I want to see the 
citizens of this country kept free from 
any outside interference in respect to de- 
termining what laws shall apply here. As 
the honorable member for Batman (Mr. 
Brennan) has rightly pointed out, this 
legislation affects vitally the interests of 
our women-folk. To make an Australian- 
born woman, who chooses to marry a per- 
son who is not naturalized here, an alien, 
is not in keeping with the elementary 
principles of justice. This legislation 
certainly does not conserve the interests of 
our own people, whose birthright it 1s to be 
regarded as Australian citizens. An 
Australian-born man can marry an alien 
woman, and still be regarded as having 
fulfilled all the conditions attaching to 
his citizenship; but an Australian-born 
woman who marries an alien is to be de- 
prived of her birthright as an Austra- 
lian. Oe ‘un 

Mr. Corser.—That is the law to-day. 

Mr. MAKIN.—TI quite understand the — 
position; but we should always be willing — 
to remove any undesirable feature of our — 
legislation ; that is our duty here. a 


subject. 


ee eat py: passing this Bill 
3 it stands we shall deprive ourselves of 
a week of poops citizens. 


: aa sad if fhe. leohooa ble Sealer soul | 


show that the Government would prevent 
) aliens from becoming naturalized. 


Mr. MAKIN.—At the end of five years 


“Agivcnmstances ‘may arise that may ‘pre- 
vent an alien from becoming naturalized. 


, We do not know what will happen within 


ae. yeats. A woman who :marries an 


valien and is thus deprived of her nation-_ 


ality. as an Australian, may ‘hope to be 
restored to her natione ality at the end 
of five years, but may be met by a set of 

ixcumstances under which the Govern- 
ment are not prepared to naturalize ind 
husband. 

Mr. Poyvnron.—In 
gut of a hundred the Government would 
agree: to issue the naturalization papers. 


Sate 


ieinmy: nine cases 


: tion, ‘put has had at a) 


ward it hes: pt 
naturalization ihe 


pam : 
ate bea a welll ins a safe co 
to ‘continue. ‘As it is quite pi 


aliens ‘who ‘may have been * 
other parts of the Empire - 


considered jproper persons. ‘Bo 

ralized here, it is a power we 
reserve. to ourselves. However, 
that we should adopt a clause bee 
has been ree: in ae 


Sabrent fin Us. 
merits ne the oid suggest 


bien woman, vapilse! panes may | 
‘tralians, and probably of British 


Should, on cowEY ying an alien, lose 


‘able to acquire them again atl 
naturalization of her ‘husband ‘ 


men and women ‘should have éq 
ment in matters of this kind. 7 
the women of Australia that we 

the rearing and ition ae 0: 


Mr. MAKIN.—It is>the hundredth ?P 


r ase whose ‘interests 
ng to protect. 


tom such legislation as this, particularly 
when at ‘has not rece an the whole 


indorsement of an Australian ae ue werent ane “matter 


_ may have originated. 


A Demoeracy should de- 
ad equality of sex in the rights of 


‘itizenship. _This legislation comes to us 


‘a request Pee because it has been 
a A. othe oa of the ree we 


itution, ee nat aa ay ras re sre 


rs for ourselves without dictation 


sewhere. Therefore, the proposi- 


we should conform to legislation ~ 
at has been 


- ¢haracter ‘because 


I. .am endeavour-: 
3 My object in rising is 
o protect thé womanhood of Australia 


oy 
Mr. RYAN (West Bale 
am unable ‘to understand the M 


“statement shnatt ae the amendmen 


ns cae of our law oa 

the Empire. | Vitara ee 
Me. RYAN. antedes ig at fae i 

if our a 1s not t made oe 


“ot outside Australia does not ap- "a 
e. This Bill may be part of an 


N pai it 3 


‘Aes RYAN. —I] aol hathine there to 
support the, declaration that the ac- 
eeptance of the amendment will render 
* the Bill null and void, 'so far as the Em- 
V evide operation of naturalization 
Ny certificates is concerned. JI have already 
argued that it is possible, if we so desire, 
to provide for an Australian naturaliza- 
tion, allowing those who wish for an Em- 
pire naturalization to obtain it by com- 
plying with the necessary conditions, such 
ag the five years’ residence. At the pre- 
_ gent time, an alien can be naturalized in 
Australia’ after a residence of two years. 
Why cannot we retain this condition, in 
respect of Australian naturalization, and, 
_ as the honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 
Charlton) has suggested, give an Empire- 


ye wide certificate of Wetiea Goation to those 


who desire it, and comply with the con- 
ditions? The Minister said that that 
would require the issue of certificates of 
different kinds, which would cause con- 
fusion and difficulty., That objection, 
_however,, does not apply to the amend- 
ment, which provides simply for the de- 
claration by the Committee that an Aus- 
tralian woman shall not, on being married 
to an alien, thereby be deprived of her 
Australian nationality, but may remain 
an Australian if she cares to do 
so. In making such a_ declaration, 
we should not “be asking the British 
Empire to~ recognise anything. The 
only document which can be recog- 
-nised as Empire-wide in its operation is 
the certificate, and the amendment says 
nothing of such certificate. All it says 
is that a woman need not give up her 
Australian nationality on marrying’ a 
foreigner. The British Empire is not 
being asked to recognise anything. I 
shall be glad if the Minister can refer me 
to any part of the measure, or to any 
correspondence indicating that the 
amendment will render the Bill null and 
void. 

Mr. Pornron.—Sub-clause 3 of clause 
5 in the first schedule says— 

Except as provided by this Act, a certificate 


- of naturalization shall not be granted to any 
‘person under disability. 


“Mr. RYAN.—That. sub-clause refers 
_ to certificates; but the amendment does 
not provide for the granting of a certi- 
 ficate to any person.,, The. woman who 
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of re an alien will have no document 


Beall, 6141. 
or certificate except her marriage a 
certificate, which is 
cate referred to in the schedule. 
provision is made for ‘the 


a certificate, 


hope that the Minister will consider the~ 
proposal from that point of view. 
only fair that he should do so, especially 
when a member like the honorable mem- 
ber for Moreton is convinced of the 
soundness of the argument, but says that, 
because of some artificial obstacle, he can- 
not support the amendment. 

Mr, Wirennoit.—I did not say that I 
would not support it; but I do not wish 
to lose the whole Bill. 

Mr. RYAN.—TI do not think that the 
Bill would be lost by the carrying of the 
amendment. - 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [6.15].— 
I join with other honorable members in 
appealing to the’ Minister to accept the 
amendment. It seems to me very unfair 
to say that. if an Australian-born woman 
marries a foreigner, she shall lose her 
nationality. With her nationality such 
a woman loses citizen privileges, and 
amons them the franchise. I have known 
Australian women to marry foreigners 
who have, always been good Australian 
citizens. In. some cases, unfortunately, 
the husbands did not get naturalized be- 
fore the war, though to all intents and 
purposes they were as good citizens as any 
of British nationality. It is proposed 
that, if a woman marries an unnatural- 
ized person, she shall lose her citizen- 
ship, and shall not be entitled to vote 
until her husband has resided in Aus- 
tralia for five years. 
of residence was two vears. There is no 
justification for legislation to restrict the 
rights of citizenship to this extent. The. 
plea advanced for the provision in the 
Bill is that it will secure uniformity, For 


some time past we have been drifting 


away from what was the practice before — 
the war, and, instead of legislating for 
ourselves in the interests of this com- 
munity, have been accepting legislation — 


drafted for us in some other part of the 
Now, when we show clearly the 
need for an amendment of the law, we 
are told by the Minister that it cannot be 
Bill would then 
in conformity with’ what the 


world. 


accepted, because the 
not be 


British Government has determined. 


Mr. Grecory.—The aveskien 18, sha By 


we have uniformity or not! 


not the certifi- — 
No | 
issue of _ 
and the amendment can 
have only an Australian operation. I 


Te: 1 


Previously the term 


costing to asf. terest for th 
i pa unable. to amend proposals for 
hoor their. A caimeanersaabia 


a ae a some ‘inte! in rane ‘af 


egislating for Australian conditions, 


| we 
been slavishly Pliouenn in regard 


to some matters, the lines laid down 


other representative assemblies in 
the British Empire. That is not 
ir. THe arguments advanced in oppo- 

Ss ion to this amendment. are nob bond 
at would not mterfere in the least 
h the desire of the Government to 
me uniformity if we enacted that two 
rears’ residence should. he a suthcient 
1a fication for naturalization in Aus- 
alia, and that five years’ residence 


ould be ‘required i in the case of Empire 


ural Why should we, because 
ny proposal put before a Conference 


ak take away existing diet ¢ 


i Anstralian ou Zen. She should. 


ue In possession of all the rights of | 
“olen of ‘the country in. which she : 


GREGORY ines [6.24].—I | 


at a bel to account Bae the argument : 


bpnosite tor the effect that our 


this Parliament is dominated by 


n passed in Great Britain. The 


2 ae ae sterous. This Parlia- 


the British } 


as nearly as 


nes laid down. in other parts wt 


fed ak the peewee la do 
absurd to say that we cannot 3 
whatever conditions | we Lee The 


) The honorable ee vn wade 


“I desire ges igh. in this re 


ahs. “i TEN 
M r. Brennan, ain ne es 


the Workers’ Comypensaiae ‘Act, : 
should almost econ: folly the En 
Act? 


Mr. GREGORY —The a : 


that he desires uniformity im re 


_ this legislation, but that does n 


our privileges i in any shape o 


though there is at the end: 


Cee, 


reference to persons under | : 


with this question when we come 
17. It is provided in that cla 
the wife “ a Boh subj 


Mr GREGORY pee a ait 


on clause 17 that this question 


raised. Assuming that it’ will 
- cussed at that stage, I do no 


Le ae rye at now, ut! t 


¢ RSER (Wide nds [6.28}.--I 
‘ould suggest that the honorable member 
for Batman (Mr. Brennan) withdraw his 
; amendment and bring it forward again 


that that clause aud ve so amended as 
| si hod out the object which the honor- 


be same iia not affecting the principle of 
<t Von Bill in regard to Empire naturaliza- 
Tf at is considered by the Com- 
mite that there should be inserted in 


Australian-born woman married to: 
alien to retain her nationality, such 
amendment could be made in clause 
without materially interfering with 
the scope of the whole Bill, as we should 
do by amending this @lause in the’ way 
now proposed. 

_ Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 8 p.m. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [8.0]—I was 
‘anxious tc have the definition of “ dis- 
-ability’’ in clause 5 altered as regards 
the reference to married women. The 
wisest’ course would be to remove the dis- 
ability on women who marry foreigners 
by accepting the amendment of the +hon- 
orable member for Batman (Mr. Bren- 
nan) on this clause. It is all very 
well to say that women have an oppor- 
tunity to marry Australians and need 
not marry aliens, but unfortunately 
women will select their own husbands. 
_ We have now provided that an alien 
- must be in this country for five years be- 
fore he can become naturalized, and a 
woman will not wait five years to get 
‘ married, 


Mr, CONSIDINE (Barrier) [8.1]—1l 
: a not see why the Minister (Mr. Poyn- 
ton) should not accept the amendment. 
The only reason he has put forward is 
that the Imperial Conference, or a Con- 
ference of the various Dominions and 
Cee. Britain, decided upon uniform 
legislation on ‘this and other matters. 
While I do not attach very great import- 
ance .to the question of naturaliza- 
tion, in view of our experience of its 
ete benefits ’? during the war. period, it 
i seems to me that the Minister’s conten- 
m that we should pass this Bill because 
th "ah ea authorities -osesha sen one 
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Geli lignes Hive nationality rights. 


‘lature after a pretence at debate. 


‘being made now to remedy: ‘% defect. tha 
ds : recog gnised in oe legislation, “but 


If the 
Muinister’s contention is correct, the same 
argument would have applied to the en- 
franchisement of women in Australia 
When Bills were introduced to confer the 
franchise on all Australian women of. the: 
age of twenty-one years, it might. deere 
have been argued that. they should not. 
be passed because all -women in Great 
Britain were not enfranchised. Only 
women with certain property qnalifca, 
tions are allowed to vote in Great 
Britain. The Minister’s argument would — 
mean that various other parts of the 
Kmpire would have to remain backward 
in their legislation until Imperial head- 
ouarters saw fit to advance. 

Mr. Poynton.—Your argument would | 
be good if we were passing a franchise 
Bill, but we are not. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—The fact that the ~ 
present Minis stry were not in power when | 
Australian women were enfranchised does 
not destroy the principle which the hon- 
orable member for Batman (Mr. Bren- 
nan) is trying to establish. ) 

Mr. Poynron.—I voted for the enfran-— 
chisement of women twenty-six years ago.) 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—1I know the henge: 
able member did, but if he were logical 
he should have opposed the Bill to en- 
franchise Australian. women on _ the 
ground that the reform had not taken _ 
place in Great Britain. According to the 
Minister, whatever is decided by the Im- 
perial Conference, or the Round Table 
group, or whoever it is that is endeavour- 
ing to foist the Imperial Federation — 
scheme upon the Dominions and take 
away their self-governing rights, musb— 
be adopted by us without amendment. 

Mr. Poynron.—It is quite mail. 
whether you take the Bill or not. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—In one sense it is. 
The Minister says Parliament can decide 
if i6 wishes in favour of this amendment, _ 
but, on the other hand, any one who. 
knows the procesdings of this Parliament — 
may be sure that the majority who follow, _ 
the Government will tamely acquiesce MK 
whatever they do. An arrangement | : 
first come to ab the Imperial Chron ay 
and then it is passed through this Lee 


i 


Mr, Poynror law concerning 
the nationality of women was the same 
when your Ministry were in power. 9 = 


Mr.» CONSIDINE.—An © attempt” is 


a ie octane to make this 
ndment is no reason why the present 
erument should not remedy it. The 
uster’s interjection may be good party 

acties, but it is very bad logic. It does 
0 ‘affect. the principle. T fail to see 


the plea for uniformity should be 


allowed to defeat an amendment which 
calculated to protect the women of 
tralia who marry foreigners, more 


sially when it is proposed to increase 


he qualifying period for naturalization 
rom two to five years. An Australian 
roman who marries a. foreigner, who 
fterwards deserts her, is robbed of her 
ights as a citizen, in ‘addition. to being 
eft here to battle along as best she can. 
Such cases may be rare, but the Minister 
a8 admitted that they can occur. 
. © caine pihe (is entitled 


Ma -Ryaw.—The period varies in the 
lifferent States.. 
- Mr. Brennan.—lIt is three years in 
ictoria. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—AIl that could be 
oided by accepting this amendment, 
ind the woman would not be under the 
necessity of going to the expense and 


rouble of securing a divorce in order to 


gain whatever citizen rights she had 
ore she married. The honorable mem- 
yer for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) has shown 


easy way to overcome the. difficulty, by 

hi ving a dual system of Imperial citizen- . 
ship and Australian citizenship func-_ 
tioning side by side. The only reply to. 
arguments throughout the debate has 


he ve ar we have ay at the 


aaa ease has been put forward 


al vies this amendment except that con-— 
ual cry for uniformity. No attempt 
ee made to show what puree 


ee fe 
o ‘Tegi vee of G 


an ame to the people wh. 


iia ecb under it. 


“They are isto to. 


mee and through it will go. 


Question—That the. amendm 
Brennan’s) be agreed bee 
Committee divided. : 

Ayes. 
Noes 


_ Majority Sy 


Ayes 


Brennan, Hoo" 

Charlton, M. ee T none 
Considine, M. P. Stewart, P. ¢ 
Cunningham, L. L, 


‘ havelle, Ls di 


Lazzarini, H, P. 
Mathews, J. Makin, N.dcO 
McGrath, D: Cy 2. Watkins, Dye 


_. Nogs, ) 
Atkinson, L.. Hughes, Ww. 
Bamford, F. W. | Jackson, D. 
Bell Geo d.a : 
Blundell, R. P. Mackay? G : 
Bruce; SiMe Marr, C. W 
Cameron, D. C. . Poynton, A. 
Cook, Sir Joseph Prowse, J. - 
Cook, Robert | Rodgers, A. 
Corser, E. B. C, i 
Fleming, W. M. 
Gibson, W. G. . 
Greene, W. M. 
Gregory, H. 6 Burchell, R. J 
TEA 0, ek Ww. EL 


Anstey, F 


West, J. E. 


‘Blakeley, A. 
‘Catts, : H,. 
‘Riley, E 


Fenton, J. E. 


_Gabb, J. M 
Nicholls, S. R. 


Mahon¥, W. G. 
Mahon, H. 


- MeDonald, C. 
_ Maloney, Dr. 
Page, James 


Question 80. readlvad’t in the 3 I 
Amendment negatived. & 


“tompat 


ss P Aaes 
Noes 


“talkis as Qt 


‘ee: 


N ationality aS 


nail i AYES, er) aenate) 


_ Atkinson, L. Jowett, E, 
_. Bamford, F. W. Lister, J. H. 
fem nels G, ‘J. Mackay, G. H. 
i Blundell, R. P. Marr, C. W. C. 
ie brace, 9, M. McWilliams, W. J. 
cs Cameron, D. C. . Poynton, A. * 
Cook, Sir Joseph Prowse, J. H. 
Cook, Robert Rodgers, A. 8S. 
Corser, E. B. C, Ryrie, Sir Granville 
_ Fleming, W. M. Smith, Laird 
, Gibson, W. G. Stewart, P. G. 
 Greene,-W. M. Pakahiole ck: 
-_-—s-« Gregory, H. Wise, G. H. 
% ‘Higgs, W. G. 
eo tbl, WwW. ©, Tellers: 
Hughes, W. M. - Burchell, R. J. 
Jackson, D. S. Story, W. H. 
Nogs. é aL 
Brennan, F. McGrath, D. C. 
Charlton, M. Moloney, Parker 
Considine, M. P. Ryan, T. J. 
Cunningham, L, L, Tudor, F. G. 
Lavelle, T. J. Tellers: 
- Lazzarini, H. P. Makin, N. J. O. 
Mathews, J. Watkins, D, 
PAIRS. : 
Watt, W. ‘A. Anstey, F. 
Bayley, J. G. West, J. E. 
Bowden, E. K. Blakeley, A. 
Chapman, Austin Catts, Ji Hi! 
Lamond, Hector MeDonald, C. 
Foster, Richard Riley, EH. 
_ Fowler, J. M. Fenton, J. E., 
iopeancie, EH. Gabb, J. M. 
Hay, A. Nicholls, S. R. 
Best, Sir Robert Maloney, Dr. 
Livingston, J. Mahony, W. G. 
Marks, W. M. Mahon, H. 
Groom, L. E. Page, James 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 


Clause agreed to. 


- Clause 11 (Effect of certificate of natu- 
ralization). : 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [8.26].— 
There is nothing, from my point of view, 
particularly objectionable in this clause; 
but I beg to call the attention of the 
‘Minister (Mr. Poynton) to a peculiarity 
in the proviso, which is as follows :— 


Provided that where, by any provision of 

_ the Constitution or of any Act or State Con- 
stitution or Act, a distinction is made between 
_.the rights, powers or privileges of natural- 
born British subjects and those of persons 
naturalized in the Commonwealth or in a 
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to be subject to the Constitution. I Agere 


it that every Act of this ‘Parliament is 
subject to our constitutional limitations. — 


On the other hand, there is a peculiarity” 
about this clause in that it expressly as- 
serts the superiority of each and every 
State Legislature in a matter over which 
the Commonwealth has jurisdiction. 
This, of course, may not be exclusive 
jurisdiction; but it is curious to find the 
Commonwealth Parliament going out of 
its way to assert that a clause in one of 
its Acts is subject to any Act passed by 
any State Legislature on the same sub- 
ject. 

Mr, MoWittrams.—Is that not uncon- 
stitutional ? 

Mr. BRENNAN.—Well, if the pro- 
viso had been left out altogether, 
I do not suggest ‘that it would 
have prevented the (State Legisla- 


tures from legislating in respect of 


differences between naturalized and non- 
naturalized persons, and drawing a 
distinction for their several State pur- 
poses. That, however, does not seem 
sufficient reason why the Commonwealth 
Parliament should expressly state that it 
is legislating in respect of the rights of 
naturalized persons, in the light of an 
admission that every State Legislature 
has the right to make a discrimination 
which this clause is expressly designed to 
render impossible. There is the further — 
peculiarity that we go out of our way to 
say that this clause shall be subject to 
the Constitution, which, of course, every 
a of this Parliament must necessarily 
be. | 

Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 
Home and Territories) [8.27]—I must 
point out to the honorable member that 
this clause is an exact copy of section § 
of the original Act. 


Mr. Brennan.—It is rather peculiar. 


I have not seen‘ such a clause anywhere 


else. 
‘Clause agreed to. ovan 
Clause 12 (Revocation of certificate of © 
naturalization). | : 


Mr, GREGORY (Dampier) [8.29].—1 


bene womanhood befor 
Lt ceded them a similar 


sion wih nia Vins person to. sdb gins 


of naturalization have been. 
, and whose certificate of epee 
it is desired to revoke, shall be 
d an opportunity of appealing to 
ge of ae Me otal tees 


ion aan ae 


Mr. ‘Tupor.—Only if he is dard ite | 


re vents of oan granted the -certifi- 


i GREGORY. —But a person may 
ed £100 for an offence which may | 


justify the revocation of ‘his naturali- 
lon certificate. | 


.  Pornron.—This provision 
ied hein the first schedule to the Im- 
al Act. 

Mr. GREGORY.—Would 

just_ to make sub-clauses 4 and 5 apply 

: these cases? I do not like the idea 

the Governor-General being vested 


fol to revoke the naturalization 


- POYNTON oes Mvdeus for 

ne and Territories) | 8.32].—Here, 
gain, any alteration of the provision 
which reference has been made will 
ipair the uniformity of the Bill with 
mperial | legislation. ‘The first schedule 
he measure is an exact copy of the 
ish Act. Under sub-clause 4, the 
ieht tee to a ae of a ne 


1 ‘of | thie sort? : 
POYN TON.—it edhe or may not. 


But : 


a naturalization. 
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it not be 


“who will ‘be ‘the 


Mr. Brennan. ee. | 


- the vote yet. 


Dr. aamenmebeay He 


Witla te aceite copy | 
know are not up to date? 
not discriminate between ey 
zen, except in relation to the question 
J have itl desire 


Sepa in cee ‘hat ee 
Governor-General has decided to" 
a certificate of csi ie 


ae srithoul a oe 
Mr. Poywron-—Under the 
law I can refuse a hearing in eve: 


Dr. Osea aie Nua obody Teco 


Bose. to yee a certain hing i 
are: almost unlimited. That et h 


again and again. ae is THe. tha 
ister has the power to refuse a h 
in certain cases, but I hone ‘that oh 
never exercise that power. . From 
knowledge of him, I do en deli y 


‘he would. punish any man or woma 


out first giving them .a hearing. 
_ Mr. Grecory.—But we do not 
Minister in- 
months, two years, or, perhaps, 3 


time. 


Dr, MALONEY. —Exaetly. 


had | ‘a Minister who was perfes 


would be no need to hedge. the 
round with these Sigman tb) Bee 


| ee not to. clans, follow 


ee cia ae f we: ees 


MALONEY (Melbourne) 18: 33]— ci 
orable members generally recognise 
der the stress of war _ England 


mpelled to grant — 
of freedom to ve 
hea had previously enjoyed. 


larger 
fm ae 


be cap manhood.’ or nao | 
us lead the Home Land in this, 
have led her in other matters. _ 


Mx, WIENHOLT (Moreton) [83 


ation to ices. we ought not to 
_ deprive those who have already been 
 natut alized of their citizenship rights 
without very serious reason and in the 
1 via of deh definite proof in justi- 
It seems to me that 


Che wording of the 


oe of appeal. 
provision is mandatory. If a naturalized 
alien has been fined £100 for any offence 
he will automatically lose his citizenship 
ORY TS. 
_ Mr. Porwron.—lf the honorable mem- 
ber. will look at a later provision, he will 
see that a naturalization certificate will 
be revoked only in case its continuance 
_ will not be conducive to the public good. 
It would be a very extreme case, there- 
ie fore, in which such action was taken. 
Mr. WIENHOLT.—It seems unfair 
that a man should be punished twice for 
the same offence. 

Mr. Poynron.—Under the present law 
the Governor-General—which means the 
_ Minister and the Government—can re- 
_ yoke a certificate of naturalization in any 
- eireumstances. 

Mr. WIENHOLT.—I do. not suggest 
that the present law is perfect. I would 
_ like the Minister to say how the pro- 
vision will affect anybody who has been 
naturalized under State laws. Will the 
clause give him, the power to revoke any 
naturalization certificate granted before 
the Commonwealth took over the control 
of naturalization? 


_ Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 
- Home and Territories) [8.40]—I men- 
‘tioned earlier to-day that clause 33 gives 
greater powers tot the Governor-General 
in respect of the revocation of naturali- 
zation certificates than does this clause. 
_I propose to amend that clause, with a 
- view to making it confordh to the pro- 
a vision with whicl-we' are now dealing. 
Mr. Matrunws.—Will the alteration be 

sank conformity with the British Act? 
Tee er OY NTO NS Yes: 


oe 
ty 


| ee Minister can alter one portion of the 
Bill without impairing 
with British legislation, but cannot alter 
another portion asa 

sone eat, fee re bra Neier! 


Mr. Marnews.—lIt seems strange that 


its uniformity 


character, and. a variety of other relate 


British Act, will not affect. the ane mn 
of uniformity. ie, 
Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [8.43].— 
Upon the general subject of revocation, L 
stated previously that I do not think’ 
there should be any revocation of 
naturalization certificates. ie, 

Mr. Grecory.—Not under any cireuma~ : 
stances ? 

Mr. BRENNAN.—Subject only to one 
qualification, namely, that which is set 
out in the first part of this clause, which: e 
reads— ‘ 


Where the Governor-General is satisfied? 
that a. certificate of naturalization granted by’ 
him has been obtained by false representation, — 
or fraud, or by concealment of material cir — 
cumstances the Governor-General shall, Be 
by order, revoke the certificate. e 


The principle which applies in the. 
domain ‘of real property and in the per- 
fecting of titles whereby a certificate of 
ay aia ans 
Mr. Poywron.—Does not the honor- 
able member think that if a naturalized’ 
person were trading with the enemy 
during a. period of war, his certificate of. 
naturalization should be revoked? . 
Mr. BRENNAN.—I shall deal with: 
that matter presently. I agree that. what, 
one obtains by fraud should not be re-. 
garded as sacrosanct, and that he may 
very properly be called upon to disgorge: 
it. There is a kind of analogy in the real 
property law which makes a. certificate: 
of title practically’ irrevocable except. 
where it has been obtained by fraud. 
Apart. from that. condition—although _ 
there: may be serious offences, enumerated: _ 
in. the. clause as reasons for the revoca-- 
tion. of letters of naturalization—there. 
igs: a: good: deal to: be said in favourof de- 
clining' to revoke a. certificate of 
naturalization when once it has been: 
granted. I say that, not by way of con- — 
doning or minimizing the seriousness of — 
the offence to which the Minister has 
just called attention—that of a natural- 
ized person engaging in trade with, oH 
the enemy during a period: of war. 
That, probably, is one of the sirens ie 
eroinds for revocation in the clause. But, 
where: there-are very exacting provisions 
to be fulfilled before a grant of letters of 
naturalization; where there is required 
as under this Bill, five years’ residence; 
and when the applicant is then submitted 
to a searching examination concerning 


‘ es course than if we were to ore 
e method of revocation of letters of na- 
alization. For, when! we have re- 
d them, what are we going to do with 
individual? We may resort to a 
“ ‘policy of deportation—a practice not al- 
_ togetiier foreign to this Government; but 
is a very cumbrous and unsatisfactory 
way of dealing with recalcitrants of our 
own country. And, when we remember 
that these people have probably estab- 
lished families and have their circles of 
relatives and friends who still remain 
here, the fact of denaturalizing them 
creates only more dissatisfaction and 
danger than if we were to deal with them 
as law-breakers,if they are so, who were 
natural. -born or ‘naturalized citizens of the 
ommonwealth or the Empire. J was 
impressed by the significant remark of the 
honorable member for Moreton (Mr. 
Wienholt) that we should be very chary 
about making aliens of persons whom we 
had once Kdinikeed to citizenship. So 
far from that being a disloyalist plea, it 
ean be argued from the point of view of 
Jaw-abiding citizenship. The law can 
id ought to punish guilty persons for 
a. they do. When we make persons 
citizens, we should be permanently re- 
ponsible for them. 
Under this Bill, revocation may 
made for a number of reasons. 
these are necessarily the 
i. ‘special inquiry. The _ person 
ncerned has that benefit in some 
the instances quoted in the clause; 
hile, in others, he has not. He has that 
under the terms Me Matai (a), 


be 
Some 
subject 


: oe is certainly an advance that 
3 right of inquiry should have been 
ited at all. It is something quite new 


any Man, in circumstances of this 
1, the basic justice of an open inquiry 
of any sort whatsoever. To that extent 
overnment are deserving of con- 
ation, — y 

PoYNTON -—Then I ought to set 


lian Divisions ? 


fine amounting to just 


_ ‘Government paid to go about the country 


MpHANEE, S _whole-hearted ,, 
m oe / amend: the. clause in: order to. give 


of a term of at ie thai iva months co 
to a term of penal servitude, or to a fine of 
not less than one hundred pounds, _ 


his certificate of naturalization is 
voked, and he has no claim to an inqui ¥ 
It is true that he is not altogether ex- 
cluded from an inquiry, but he has no 
right to one. With the recollection that 
most honorable members have of the kind 
of thing done during the war, and of th 
character of the offences for which peo 
were prosecuted, fined, and imprisoned 
it must be obvious to them that it can be 
quite an easy thing for a very good citizen 
to be fined £100. : 
Mr. McGraru. — Did they not. ‘fi Ce: 
people for saying there were six oe 


Mr. BRENNAN. ae Men 
prosecuted and punished under an Ae 
which enabled the Court to impose : 
this total o: 
£100, or a term of imprisonment cove! ni 
just ‘this same period of six months, 1¢ 

saying there were six Australian 
sions in the field. 


( Gin 


“And it was very in 


A 


ee to do so in this respect. 
Mr. Berxi.—Surely the honorable me a: 
ber was not punished forgtelling the tru h 
Mr. BRENNAN-—I was punished a 
far as it was possible to punish me. 
judiciously abstained from saying the 
were six Divisf®ns in any place wher 
was likely to be overheard by secret. 
vice men whom the honorable memb: 


initiating prosecutions against law-abiding 

citizens. ‘ If I could not be good I E) 

careful. : 
ae Minister might at least without 


presses him in dealing with oe) me : 


ee been done, and that he has 


“y tionality 
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bene: it of a publi inquiry to those per- 
‘sons indicated in the paragraph which [ 
have just quoted; that is, an inquiry 
into the circumstances in which they have 
been fined. In other words, there should 
_be a retrial before a person is punished 
twice. When a man gets six months it 
may be taken for granted that justice has 
been suffi- 


ciently punished for the one offence. 


- Something along the same lines of argu- 


ment may be said in regard to paragraph 


_ d, in relation to which also no inquiry 


has been provided. JI. invite the atten- 
tion of the Minister to the last para- 
graph, which reads— 

(e) remains according to the law of a State 
at war with His Majesty a subject of that 
State. 

This is a ground of revocation, and 
mandatory at that. 

Mr. Pornron.—Could a man have two 
nationalities ? 

Mr. BRENNAN.—But why should we 
be governed in the treatment of our 
citizens by a law passed by another coun- 
try over which we have not only no con- 
trol, but with which we are actually at 
war? Let us suppose that we have a 
Frenchman for a fellow citizen—since it 
is wiser to select a nation with which we 
are immediately and, for the present, more 
friendly—who came out here, and, after 
having passed through his five years’ pro- 
bation, eventually became a naturalized 
citizen. He lives here for twenty-five 
years, rears a family, and. establishes 


himself as a good and useful citizen in 


every respect, so that not even the most 
captious critic could suggest anything 
against him. Let us suppose, further, 
that war were to break out between 
Britain and Franece—which, God forbid 
—and let us suppose that France passes 
a law that every man born on French 
~ soil, and having had French citizenship, 
shall be called to the colours, and that 
they shall disregard any letters of natural- 
ization given them by any other country. 
In such circumstances here is a citizen 
of our own country, who is paying our 
own taxes, and obeying our. own laws, 
and who has not necessarily the slightest 

sympathy with the country from which he 
“eame; yet this foreign enemy nation is 
able to denaturalize a good citizen of our 
own country. And, because this enemy 


y ~ ¢eountry has declared him to be not a 


citizen of this country, then, ipso factor | 
under this clause his letters of naturale " 


tion must necessarily be revoked. That 


is contrary to elemental justice. I do not 


know on what principle it is done at all. 


Why should we surrender the rights of © 
our owrf citizens to an enemy country, 
against which we are fighting? And, just 
for the reason that—according to its law 
—a citizen of this country ceases to be 
our citizen, why should we necessarily 
follow suit id cast him off? Something 
like that was said about the Germans 
during the war. It was under what was 
known as the Delbruck law that the 
Germans were said to decline to recognise 
our laws of naturalization as divesting 
Germans of their German citizenship. 
But, after all, so far as I can ascertain 
by reference to the text books, Germany’s. 
stand in that respect was no different 
from the attitude adopted by France, 
Italy, and Spain. Indeed, I know 


_seareely any civilized country from whose 


laws upon this specific point those A 
Germany greatly differ. 

Dr. Matonny.—Switzerland stands out 
distinct from all. 


Mr. BRENNAN.—Probably she does. 
None of these countries admits the right 
of its citizens to go abroad and ac- 
quire another naturalization. The Latin 
maxim on the subject, well known in the 
text books, is Nemo potest exure patriam. 
“Nobody may cast off his nationality.” — 
That principle is well known, [ say, in 
civilized countries. It is to be said i. 
favour of Britain, however, that while she 
accepted and guarded that principle very 
jealously up to the time of the passing. 
of the Naturalization Act of 1870, since 
then she has adopted the view that when 
one of her citizens goes abroad and 
acquires another nationality that person 
ceases to be a national of the British: 
Empire. So far as I can see, Great 
Britain is almost alone in that regard; 
and I would like to know if the Minister 
ean tell ug what other countries have 
agreed to the principle that one of its 
citizens can go abroad and throw off 
nationality, and when he acquires nation- 
ality: Bbniad, cease to owe alee o 
his own country. eege 


Mr. Wiennort.—It might get a per : 


son into a very difficult position by call. 
ing him Bp against his own people. ae: 


5) 
ae 


“a 


i 


ynorable member means i 


men who came to this by se is 


e born 3 in’ Germany, and who. had ~ 


themselves here and adopted 


eee for themselves and — 
these | 


dn eee cases” 


CL its. dite es ‘eed eee es, 


t a fey ey be. IL would be 


aa e, and bas if os can tell the 
ittee what other countries are pre- 


Tt is somewhat difficult to deal 
clause which extends over two 


hae lone HA eavaived provision. 
uld ie think of supporting the clause 


son That the clause be emeel to 
ee) pms divaded. 
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| Gabb, J. M. 
Nicholls, es 


Chapman, Austin 
Lamond, «Hector 
Foster, : ‘Rich ard 
Fowler, J. M.. 
Francis, i peel Bh 


Best, Sir Robert x 
Livingston, J. 
W. M. 


ay 


Mr. BRENNAN (Geb :) 
This 1 is a rather curious ede 


koala i“ ‘Shate.: 
we have had a prow tune ent 


recognise naturalization issued — 
Bevtaen This clause states t 
last preceding one shall not appl: 


oe tificates Abn by. the | Gor 
Tega: to ig! Bill HR 


ture of that Dominion adopts 


of the British Act. 


Mr. ‘Poyrnron.—That is 


Mr. BRENNAN. Bh 5 t 
Minister's old | fri 


: nise the certificate ‘ested by. Be 


Act. i a am, omen “more 
the application of the B 
a8” a whole to Aner ae 
_ Clause agreed to. 
Clause 16— 


(1) Part Il. of the. ae Act. 


fe ae part. is set out in hse, firs ‘ 
| _ this Act, ee ‘ 


is adopted. 


as ie 8 that Teak, TT. of 
sritish Act is adopted. Pa honor- 


‘British Act, and I moule like to know 


sion of this pe i | 
‘Mr. Poynton.—lt is all right. 


That the followi ng words be inserted. after 
l ‘the word “ adopted “in so far as it is not 
inconsistent with this Act.” 
The Leader of the Opposition. (Mr. 
Tudor). has pointed out that, after care- 
ful examination, one must admit that it 
is fairly consistent. If we are going to 
adopt the provisions of the Imperial Par- 
 liament zn globo, and without. discussion, 
I would like a declaration by this Com- 
mittee that we adopt them only subject 
to their being consistent with the pro- 
visions: of the measure that we are now 
- dealing with. J think that for the most 
- part. the schedule, which in itself is a 
me copy of the British Act, 1s no more. ob- 
 jectionable than the present Bil; but I 
do not undertake to say it is wholly un- 
- objectionable from. my point of view. 
_ Although I have not succeeded with any 
of the amendments I have moved, I sug- 
gest. that, if we are going to adopt the 
‘British Act, we should declare that it 
shall be subject to the provisions of this 
Act. The Leader of the Opposition 
pointed out that this schedule is hallowed 
by its ancient origm, as it goes back to 
oe time of William ITT. 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [9.15].— 
Do T understand that, the Minister ac- 


‘ “Mr. Poynton. Ave I think it is only 
moved for the purpose of ridicule. 


e anything wrong with es amendment. 
If there is anything inconsistent in the 
Act, there cin be nothing to object, to 
in the amendment, but if there is no- 


ca inconsistent in the Act, it will do no 
I rose a moment or two ago for 

e Burpose of asking in what circum- 
the» nL oe adopts Part 


on Ee ecally aword for word :with the: 


‘But. I do not want to be drawn away 


Jegislation was desirable, who were the 


result. Is ee not, aks 
Mr. Poyntron.—That is correct. 


Mr. RYAN.—Very well; what _ ae 
to know now is, at what Tmnpeviat Con: 
ference was this, decision ‘arrived at; who 
were the representatives of Australia, 
and what was the resolution? This is a 
very important matter. I have no reeol- 
lection of any such gathering. We have — 
been told, in a vague sort of way, about : 
Imperial Conferences: but, so far; we’ 
have had no evidence of 2 any arch! garnet i 
ings. If an Imperial Conference dealt: 
with this matter, I would have thought 
that we would be merely adopting, not 
Part II. of an old British Act of 1870; 
but something more agreeablo to all the 
Dominions concerned. As it is, we have 
merely the adoption, holus bolus, of Part’ 
IT, of the British Act of 1870. ‘ 


Mr. Consmrve.—We ought to be 
thankful that they did not go back to. 
William: the Conqueror. 


Mr. RYAN.—They adopted the oe 
of 1870 probably because of its provision’ 
that the naturalization of the overseas — 
Dominions would only. be accepted if the — 
Dominions accepted Part II. of that Act. 


from the main pur'pose of my rising, and 
that was to ascertain from the Minister 
what Imperial Conference it was that 
came to the conclusion that this kind of 


representatives of the Commonwealth, — 
and what result wag arrived at. That is 
a simple question, and I shall be obliged 

if the Minister will be good enough to — 
inform me. I have no doubt that he has S 


) information. 


Mr. McGRATH (Ballarat). 19. 201. 


have a ee asked tor by. 
honorable member for West Sydney (M 
Ryan). It was a civil question, asked’ i 
a courteous manner. All through the d 
bate we have been told that an Tmpex ial 
Conference had dealt with this matter, 
and had come to certain conelusio 


eo 
Vis 


_ And now v the honorable member hea | 


eracity. 


Hy st ee ae all about : 7 Aye 
; Blundell, me P. 


nister’s veracity at oe 
I do not doubt oa an 


ae very bach like to know win were 


ir representatives at_that gathering. - 


Pearce, Mr. 
The 


) - Pornron. Senator 
pag the late Mr. Batchelor. 


our Pa pisceinltives: at the Confer- 
e his 18 been dead for nine years, pet an- 


ve “McGRATH. ‘eras all that 
‘i his matter has been left in wisi 


MoGRATH. — What resolution 
oe ‘at that Conference? I am 


Bruce, S. M. 
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ee SO resolved i in the negative 


Amendment negatived, 


Clause agreed to. 


Clause 17 (N ational status: sof m 


e woes. 


ment. 


The Minister “Che ; me ton 


ious to es how Senator Pearce, 


on That the words une to. 


erted be so inserted—put. The 
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Byam Ly bes: 
ri ande ie G. 
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los far as 


cannot now raise the question 
uniformity, We have been he i] 
our decisious’ are, 


vernment are co nitted me eater r 
with the Imperial Poe At the very las 
minute we got the intomnanee that cer: 


tain resolutions were agreed to at a 


hie Conference in Pete This, 


Se, his amendment ie shall be ‘pea st 


to support him. 


o 


Mr. BRENNAN (Raumati ‘[9. 30] 
When I raised the quesizon. before, a 


more properly moved: ‘upon hie: { 


Nes aa it better to g 


Ms reference was made in the Bill to 
y persons under this disability. However, 
as the Committee has already given a de- 
_ cision upon the matter, I do not propose 
to move any further amendment in this 
direction... I shall content myself by 
eae against all clauses which write 
orn the status of women. 


Mr, RYAN (West Sydney) [9.32].—I 
ie would like to know the attitude of the 
Minister (Mr. Poynton) now that we 
_ have got beyond the clauses upon which 
he has been arguing for uniformity with 
Uiogaintion elsewhere in the Empire, I 
would like to know whether he will con- 
sider any amendments to clauses after 
clause 16, 

Mr. Poynron.—Yes, I propose to move 
two important amendments later on. 


a i Mr. RYAN.—The Minister has told us 

_ that the Imperial Conference which de- 

_ «ided upon the out-of-date proposals 
we are now considering: was held in 1911, 
but he did not tell us what resolutions 
were adopted by that Conference.. I 
would like to know what they were, or, 
at any rate, what the gist of them was, 
because the longer we deal with this 

measure the more I am_ satisfied that 

there is nothing in it, and that it “has 

“b, simply been brought forward in order to 

fill im time? 

Clause agreed to. 

Clause 18 agreed to. 

Clause 19 (Status of Children). 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) 9.35].—I 

think the manner in which I submitted 
_ my question to the Minister (Mr. Poyn- 
_ ton) deserves better than the discourtesy 

_ he has shown me. I ask him again :gWill 

he tell me the gist of the resolutions 
ah adopted at a Conference as far back as 
1911, upon which he is apparently in 
- such a hurry to act now? 


| Mr. Pornron.—I have not them with 
me now, but they were in the direction 
of securing something like uniformity 
_ throughout the Empire in the matter of 
naturalization. 
Clause agreed to. 
Clauses 20 to 24 agreed to. 
— Clause 25— 
| ae Any person may make representations 
to the Minister with regard to any person who 


has applied or has advertised his intention to 
apply for naturalization, 


(2) The representations shall be in the form 
my a. Gre a statutory declaration, 


Mi 
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(3) The contents of any statutory declara- 
tion filed with the Minister in pursuance of 
this section shall not be disclosed to any per- 9 
son without the consent of the person making , 
the declaration other than for the purpose of 
a prosecution for perjury. ry, ty 


Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for — 
Home and _ Territories) [9.36].—This 
clause clearly has nothing to do with the ~ 
question of securing uniform legislation — 
throughout the Empire,’ but as the — 
powers it bestows are unnecessary, | pro-.— 
pose to ask the Committee to oe ity: 
out. 


- Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [9.37].—If 
the clause is struck out persons may still | 
make representations to the Minister | 
with regard to others who are applying | 
for naturalization. | 


Mr. Pornron. — I do not think that — 
can be prevented. The honorable mem- 
ber wall: not suggest a provision that no , 
representations be made to the Minister. 
This clause prevents the disclosure of the ~ 
contents of any statutory declaration con-_ 
taining representations made to the Min- 
ister, 


Mr. RYAN.—That provision is made | 
in sub-clause 3, which is certainly objec- | 
tionable, but the other sub-clauses which 
require that persons who make repre- — 
sentations to a Minister shall make them 
on oath ought to be retained; otherwise 
there will be no _ provision ‘compelling ; 
them to do so. On the whole, [ | 
think that the clause could very well — 
stand with the deletion of sub-clause 3. 

Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for ~ 
Home and Territories) [9.39].—I have — 


no objection to the retention only of sub- 4 
clauses 1 and 2. I move—’* e 


That sub-clause 3 be left out. 
Amendment agreed to. 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 26— 


Any declaration made under this Act or 
under any Act hereby repealed, may be proved 


in any legal proceedings by the production of 
the 


original declaration, or of any copy 
thereof certified to be a true copy by the 
Governor-General, or by any person authorized 
by him in that behalf, and the production of 
the declaration or copy shall be evidence of 
the person therein named as declarant having — 
made the declaration at the date therein men- H 
tioned, 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [9.40] a 7 


hope that this clause will be struck out, 


or, at any rate, certain portions of, AW i 


ithout hh wing ew names ‘Aula or 
credibility of their evidence examined 
an open way. It is a continuance of — 
Fd udianubks, secret, Star-chamber 
1e$ eae came: in for | go much 


ser and. at “public vneahinses pe ouae 
citizens, and is a practice which, 
an time of. war,.in. times of | 
might well be discontinued. 
person, in order to satisfy his’ own 
dige, on, it may be, malice, or in 
to Pitino up his own business 
inst ‘that of a rival, may send in a 
vation setting out rounds why, in 
Emon, a certificate of naturalization 


ed ; and laltheagh it ee be less 
; ers that the declaration should 


ay. The srereenn or the tribunal 
h may be formed under this Bull, 

| have full power to cross-examine | 

n order that the public may know 

ho he is, what his motives are, and the 
es of his information. It is mar- 

8 what strong declarations some 
will make if they are Satisfied. that 


q t hey seat not che eross- ae as 
. truth of what they have stated. 
& the war this odious pete: this, 


gin 
opular ie the Ainistot for Defence 
enator Pearce), who, apparently, not 
a scintilla of idea as to what con- 


on, and keep them ae on the 
vidence of any person 
| by malice, or for any reason, 
sed to deery a fellow’ man; ‘and 
one indignant now to be | re 
after the war is gone, of the 


ie oy ne the Govern- : 


who, 


ae the! 
before ‘the: Court. 


‘ etc vite “shming tke 


clarant to examination, _ Such thin 


rary 


alee we have haa ie a 


we shall meet with iy ine 
future. 


d 


giving " asvestiniubate oe powe 
aes exercised in normal times; 
seem unable to get out of the , er Vv 
which we then fell, our legisla’ 
being based on abnormalities, 
arose out He the war. 


ae al me Wot approve of hoe : 
tions. There are many ways of 
evidence against persons: witho 
ing declarations to: be sent to a | 
ment which are not to be made 
Many persons, if they * that 
names would be puke 
make damaging statements a 

but, with the guarantee of | 

Pin cy My pale no ie Wee abo is 


ni a 


\ is made, one clea rently fori any rea- 
he son, the case to which it relates goes be- 
fore a Court for hearing, it can be pro- 
| «duced as evidence, and the person mak- 
ing it need not be put into the witness- 
box. But why should not any. person 
who makes a declaration aspersing the 
character of another be put into the wit- 
 ness-box to be tested as to his veracity ? 
+ Mr. Poynrow.—The clause merely 
says that the production of the declara- 
_tion should be evidence as to the de- 
_ clarant’ having made it. 


+ Mr. CHARLTON.— The declaration 
is to be evidence against the person who 
is before the Court on some charge. Why 
should it be sent to the Court, unless it 
As to be taken as evidence? It would have 
no value otherwise. It is to be put be- 
fore the Court as evidence against the 
accused; but neither he nor his counsel 
will have the opportunity to examine the 
-* son who made it. 


Mr. Pornron.—I think you will find 
the same provision in every Act dealing 
with declarations. : 


+ Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) 9. 52]. 
ae if there is one man in the Chamber 
more than another who would like every 
one to get British justice, it is the Minis- 
ter (Mr. Poynton); but if he reads the 
preceding clause im connexion with that 
under discussion he will see how unjust is 
_ the law proposed in regard to a man ap- 
plying for naturalization. We cannot for- 

_ get the evidence on which many Austra- 
lian-born persons were interned in this 
- eountry during the war. In the Moreton 
_ district several men, as loyal as any in 
the community, were interned on framed- 
up evidence, as they have since been 
able to prove to the satisfaction of their 
neighbours. I have particularly in mind 
the case of a man who was interned 
merely for political reasons. He was a 

_ professional man, occupying a high and 
a2 ‘responsible position in the Moreton dis- 
_. trict; but, because he got into “ holts” 
with the Conservative candidate, a case 
‘was framed up against him. In the first 
‘Instance, the uniformed police made a 
thorough investigation, but without re- 
sult, and then two detectives were em- 
a - ployed, who, after they had made an in- 
quiry, 
‘Then the authorities procured a couple 


of ‘military spies, who 


ralization. 


| players, 


Court. 


speaks of 


reported favorably upon him. 


soon rigged up a 
case, and the: man was interned, although . 
he was as innocent as [ am. ‘Indeed, pe 
had never uttered the things that I have 
said on the ‘public platform against this — 
Government without being inferned. He — 
was taken from his wife rae family, and — 
his profession was “cruelled.”. Under 
the clause, similar treatment might be 
meted. out to a man applying for natu. 
The Bill does not deal with — 
Germans only, it deals with all aliens, 
including those whom our friends op- 
posite — the flag-waggers, the band 
the God-save-the-Kingers — 
spoke of as “our brother Allies. » Ts 
was suggested that I should be “run 
in,” because of what I had said about 
the J apanese in Northern Queensland, 
A detective followed me around to every 
platform, practically asking me to say 
something against the Japanese. Several 
members on this side of the House, in-. 
cluding the honorable member for Mel- 
bourne Ports (Mr. Mathews) and the 
honorable member for Cook (Mr. J. H. 
Catts) were prosecuted; and I say that 

it is not British fair play if the accuser 
in a case is not there to be cross-ex- 
amined. All we ask for is an open 


Mr. Poywron.—The applicant has to. 
make a declaration which is produced in 


evidence. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—But the clause 
“any declaration,” and that 


covers any declaration made against the 


man who desires to be naturalized. This 


means that declarations made in secret | 
may be used as evidence. i 
Mr. Prowsr.—The clause does not say : 
that the name of the person who makes — 
the declaration shall not be disclosed.  —— 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Any person — 
may make representations in the form. 
of a statutory declaration. Let me give 
honorable members a casé, as the position 
strikes me, A person makes an applica- — 
tion for naturalization, and, perhaps, 
some one in the same line of business de- \ 
sires to get a blow in “under the belt.” — 
A man may be accused of having uttered 
disloyal sentiments years ago, and the 
accusation may be made in secret. This 
accusation is placed before the Minister 
and the poor devil accused knows noth 
ing of the charge made against agian 
that British fair 1s fi | 


Mr. Prowsr.—Could it not be pro- 
vided that the name of the accuser shall 
be. disclosed ? : 

Mr. Bawrorp.—lIt dece not follow that, 
because a declaration is made, naturales 
. tion is refused on that ground. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE—We 


have al- 


A beady passed a clause providing that the 
‘granting of a certificate shall be in the 

absolute discretion of the Governor-Gene-. 
“ral—which means the Minister—and the 


Minister may, with or without assigning 
“any reason, give or withhold a certificate 
as he thinks most conducive to the public 
good. From his decision there is no ap- 
my peal. 

Mr. Poynron.—That is the law as it 
(eends to-day. 

“Mr. JAMES PAGE.—TIs 
fair play to use secret evidence to, { 
haps, damn a man for life? If tha at 


it British 
per- 


‘British justice, it is not British Ea 


as I know it. 

Sir Josepn Coox.—What does 
Te apornble member desire? 
- Mr. Poynron.—The honorable mem- 
aber desires to strike this clause out. 

- Mr. JAMES PAGE.—No; all I want 

is some safeguard against secret evidence 
oe, behind some poor devil’s back. 

Sir Josrrn Coox.—That seems, fair; 
put, on the other hand, would the honor- 
“able member give any man naturaliza- 


ee tion? 
| ‘Mr. JAMES PAGE.—No, I should 


oot 8 


the 


Sir Josern Coox.—Cannot the honor- | 


able member conceive of many cases in 
which it would not be possible to make 
public the reasons for refusing naturali- 
ation? : 

- Mr. JAMES PAGE.—TIf I had any- 
ou ice to say against a man, I should go 
_ straight to the Minister, give my name, 
and say it. What is there in naturaliza- 
tion, after all? I do not desire every 
Jack, Bill, and Tommy to be naturalized, 
ut F do wish to prevent fraud and back- 
stairs influence. Ido not object to the 
iuse, but I do object to the wording of 
it; if a man has anything to say against 
another, why should not the accused have 
the right of cross-examination? I know 


erfectly well that a number of Austra- 


interned as the mee of 


Hans | ‘were 


es of defending themselves. 


even now, would, if they | 
take their accusers into open Court 


Chamber business, and I would sooner 


_Minister in regard to any person apply 


now to prevent the Minister from re 


‘claration. 


see what the 


on know J oseph ies ee a n COnY erent 


oa men in abe Moreton 


tralia is not the place for any S 


this clause rejected: altogether. — 
Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister f 
Home and terior [ 10. 2] ome. 


James ; Page) altogether Tnetndarstanel : 
the clause. There is no doubt that the 
honorable member had some reason to 
complain of the clause as origin 
printed, inasmuch as it provided that a 
one could make representations to th 


ing for, or advertising his intention 
apply for, naturalization. The clause 
originally provided that these representa- 
tions should be in the form of a statutory 
declaration, and that the contents should 
not be disclosed to any person without he 
consent of the informant, except i 
prosecution for perjury. That part ¢ 
the clause, however, has been struck vut, 
and the provision is not aes | 
stringent as formerly. 

Mr. James Pacz.—But there is still 


the power to make a secret declaration. 


Mr. POYNTON. — The: clause, as 
originally drafted, provided that the Mi 
ister must not disclose the name of t 
informant, but that part has been stru 
out. iff 

Mr. James Pacr.—I know the Min 
ister desires to do the proper thing. 

Mr. POYNTON.—There is nothin 


ducing the man who makes the declara 
tion. All the clause provides for is that 
the production of the declaration shall be 
evidence that the person made the ‘de- 
elaration. ae 

Mr. Constprne. —What do | you put ‘the 
declaration in at all for? » 

Mr. POYNTON.—We must Haye: it 
Under clause 24 an application for a ce 
tificate of naturalization is made by de- 
When I moved the deleti 
of sub-clause 3 of clause 25 I took all 
the sting out of the clause, and I do not 
honorable member for 
Maranoa and others want ‘further. 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [10.6] 
Some misapprehension seems to have 
arisen, accentuated by the Treasurer | 


poe bi i ee with the Monotable mem- 
ber for Maranoa (Mr. James Page). The 
- Minister (Mr. Poynton) has agreed to 
the removal of the most objectionable 
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may be produced. 
also to be evidence that the person named 


part of clause 25. Iam quite willing to 
admit that some good purpose may be 
' served by clause 26, and for that reason 
would not like to see it completely struck 
out, but on its wording it refers both to 
the declaration in clause 24 and the de- 
~elaration in clause 25. Under clause 26 
the evidence is not only that a declara- 
tion was made, but also as to the contents 
of that declaration, because a true copy 
The declaration is 


in it made the declaration, and that the 


. F = 


declaration was made on the date men- 
tioned. 


The form of declaration men- 
tioned in clause 24 has to be made by the 
person applying for naturalization, ,and 
if in subsequent years litigation arises, 
perhaps by his children claiming to be 


British subjects, or that their father was 
naturalized, it may be necessary for them 
to prove that he made the declaration 


under clause 24, by the production of the 
declaration filed by him. Then the con- 
tents of that declaration are proven under 
the provisions of clause 26. A very good 
purpose is served by clause 26 so far as 


- that declaration is concerned, and to that 


extent the clause should stand. At the 


same time there is foundation for the 


objections so forcibly put by the honorable 


members for Batman (Mr. 


(Mr. James Page). 
over by excepting from the operation: of 
clause 26 the declaration referred to in 
clause 25. 


Brennan), 
Charlton), and Maranoa 
This can be: got 


Hunter (Mr. 


Do not make the production 


evidence of the declaration itself. 


will require to be produced. 


Mr. Povnron.—I cannot agree to that. 
Mr, RYAN.—Then I move— 
That after the word “repealed” the follow- 


ing words be inserted :—‘‘ except a declaration 
made under the last preceding section. 


I cannot exactly see in what legal pro- 
ceedings a declaration under clause 25 
In fact, J 


do not think clause 26 was ever intended 


to apply to the provisions of clause 25. 


Clause 25 has evidently been put in after- 
wards. The provisions of clause 26 are 


' apt and appropriate for such formal de- 


velarations as a person is required to make 
when he applies for naturalization. It 


might later be said that the person never 


made a declaration, and his certificate — 
‘In such a caso > 


might be challenged. 
proot by the production of the declaranes 
is desirable. 

Mr. Wise.—What is to be gained by ex- 
cepting declarations made under clause 
25 if they do get into any Court? 


Mr. RYAN:—The things that may be 


declared in that declaration are not for- 
ma] matters. | 
Mr. Wisr.—All that clause 26 says is 
that it is evidence of the person named as 
declarant having made the declaration. 


Mr. RYAN.—It proves more than that. 
It proves the declaration itself, 
copy produced has to be certified to be a 
true copy. It must be a true copy, be- 
cause you are proving the declaration it- 
self. Otherwise it would be only neces- 
sary to have the name and date copied. 


The clause says in so many words that 


you are proving the contents. 

Mr. Wisz. 
not prove its contents. | 

Mr. RYAN.—The clause says, “ Any 
declaration may be proved.’’ 
It goes on to say, “ The production of the 
declaration or copy shall be evidence of 


the person therein named as declarant 


having made the declaration at the date 
therein mentioned.” 

Mr. Pornron.—lt proves that he made 
the declaration. 

Mr. RYAN.—First you prove the de- 
claration, and then the production of. it 
is evidence, not only that the person made 
the declaration, but that he made it on 
the date therein mentioned. 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—In clause 27 
the same words are used to imply that the ' 
contents are to be proved. 


Mr. RY AN.—Of course, it. proves the 
contents. The first part of it makes it 


Any 


Proving a declaration does — 


evidence of the things contained in the — 


declaration; the second part of it makes 
it evidence of the time that the declara- 
tion was made. Often the time at 
which a declaration is made is important. 
For example, where a naturalization cer- 
tificate was challenged, it would be im- 
portant to prove that the declaration was 


made before the date in the certificate, — 
because the applicant is required to make ~ 
‘Under clause 24, _ 
shall produce in A . 


the declaration before. 
if is provided that he “ 


support of his application his own statu-~ é 


tory declaration.” I, therefore, contend — 


% . 


rn 
& . 
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mile, siehiforwatd matters, to which 
e has to declare; but we cannot say wha 
Or. representations might be made will accept. 
or clause 26. They might be such as has contended that the p 


ie (Mr. Page), the honorable 
Cae for Hunter os Charlton), and 
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ee tion will be entitled to publicly 
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| Ryrie, Sir Granville _ 
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Mr, Poynron. —Supp 
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a ae person, ig es be to be used. 
This clause deals with 


tions ests Bader the Bill. It mernty 
aii that in any case aye out of 


per in Loin “for the purpose of 
‘ examination. 


_ Mr: Poynton aie pacify the honor- 
Mieble:: member [will agree: to the 
- amendment 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
‘Clauses 27 to 32’ agreed to. 


Manse 33— 


-- (1.) Where the Governor: aki is satisfied 
‘that it is desirable for any reason that a certi- 
 ficate or letters of naturalization, issued under 
the Act repealed by this Act or under any 
State Act, should be revoked or amended, ‘he 
may revoke or amend the certificate or letters 
of naturalization. 


_ *: 

(3 y Any certificate or letter of naturaliza- 
‘i tion: amended in pursuance of this section shall 
; ; upon amendment be, and be taken to have’ 
Me been, of effect as so amended, a 

(4.) The Governor-General may, by order, 
declare that any person who became natural- 
_ ized by virtue of the issue of a certificate or 
letters of naturalization under the Act hereby 
repealed or under any State Act (not. being 
is the person to whom the certificate or letters 
of naturalization were issued) shall cease to 
be ai British subject, and that person shall 

_ thereupon become an alien and shall be re- 
garded, as a subject of the State to which he 
belonged at the time of the issue of the cer- 
tificate or letters. 


Mr, POYNTON (Grey —Minister foi 
Home and Territories) [10.31].—I desire 
to make the power of revocation under 
this clause similar to that which obtains 
me under clause 12. J therefore move 


That in sub-clause 1 the words ‘revoked or 
, amended, he may revoke or’? be omitted with 
_ a@ view to insert in jew. shorear the words 
“amended, he may.’ 

Mr. Wiewsorr.—I should like to hear 
what the Minister has to ey in regard 
to the amendment. 


Mr. POYNTON.— Only the other day 
e honorable member for West Sydney 
‘Mr. Ryan) produced a certificate of 
‘naturalization, and informed me that the 


to whom it had been granted, 


out therein, were incorrect. The 
orable member desired me to rectify. t 
mistake. But I had no power to do 
that. Under this amendment I shal 
have that power: The second portion 
of the amendment is intended to make 
any revocation of a State certificate de- 
pendent upon the decision of a Court of — 
inquiry presided over by a Judge. — 


Amendment agreed to. 


Amendment (by Mr. Poxwron) agreed 


to— (ees 
That sub-clauses 2 anid “f be omitted. bee Ae 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. a 
Clause 34— nie oe 


(1) The wife of any person whose contidenegs 
or letters of. naturalization have been revoked 
in pursuance of the last preceding aire 2 
may, within six months after the date of the 
order of revocation, make a declaration of 
alienage, and, on making that. declaration, she, 
and any minor children of her husband and- 
herself who have acquired British nationality 
by. virtue of the issue of the certificate’ or 
letters of naturalization, shall cease to be ~ 
British subjects and shal] become aliens. 

(2) The minor child of any person whose 
certificate or letters of naturalization have 
been revoked in pursuance of the last pre- 
ceding section may, within six months after 
attaining the age of twenty-one years, make 
a declaration of alienage, and thereupon he 
shall cease to be a British subject and seaianill 
become an alien. : 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10. a) 
Ought not the word “revoked” in this: 
clause to be struck out so as to make ; 
the provision agree with the previa: 
clause, which gives the Minister power to 
amend letters of naturalization ? | 


Amendment (by Mr. Poynton) ee : 
tol ne 
That. the words 


preceding section,” 
out. 


‘in. pursuance of the Ga ‘ 
twice occurring, be kh 


Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause agreed to. 


to—— 


That the following new aie be teeta 
13a. For the purposes: of the last 
preceding sections “ certificate of naturali> 
zation” includes a certificate of naturali : 
zation issued under the Act repealed - 4 
this Act or under any State Act. 


First Schedule (Part II. of the Briti sh 
eeyntaa ais sy Status ps — Ye ae 


ae “epee. in oe | 

Australia, and for which a person 
become qualified upon two years’ The Prestoent (Senate ‘the Hon 
nee. I move— | _ Givens) took the chair at 3 PA le and 


hat, in ae 2, sub- clause 1, the following Prayers. 


eS be inserted :— 


(aa) “that he has resided in Australia IMPORTATION OF GERMAN 
Q r a period of not less than two years, BIBLES. | ) 


f hi ll poli- — 
= ate Saree A te Ae ae Senator BENNY anleeae ae are 


efijoyed by citizens of Aus- representing the Minister. for Dade 
| | Customs, wpon notice— “ 


1. Whether it is a fact that the: Howe mi 
¥ r e 
My we asia | is. to secure an alte nativ have granted permiasinks 1 1 am 


tificate, s0 far as residents in Aus- Lutheran Synod to import German bible 
tralia are concerned, so that they can be have refused to grant similar privileges 
placed upon the same footing as they British and Foreign Bible Society? 


r to the passin of- this 2. If so, on what grounds is” “such | lo 
ane pee ’ ee i 6 - society as the British and at Bible’ 


CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. 
ane —The Committee, by agreeing Senator RUSSELL. —The answer 
clause 16, has already adopted the first As it was not considered desirable 
hedule, whieh I have now eye pro tree sh nonishon of reli iteratu 


rst schedule agreed to. 
necessary to meet the HOOK ey th 
econd and third schedules, and title German residents, it was decided to cont 
- supplies coming to Australia. ( 
Lutheran Synod was chosen as the 
through which this control should be 
because— | 
(1) No other body could supply the uW. 
of the religious” literature Bins te 
by the German community; _ 

(2) Because the English translation of 4 
authorized version of the Script ur 
is not that ordinarily — by ¢ 
mans in Australia. Re 


AIR NAVIGATION BILL. 
Motion (by Senator Prancr) i 


‘That leave be given to Bride in a e 
~an Act relating to Air. Navigation. _ Ra 


Bill presented, and sy a , fit, ir 


: ae Departaicht of the Treasury. 
F GC. Lindsay, pein yanenern is Depart- 


_ QUARANTIN: Kk BIEL. 


ir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 
wsurer) [10.45].—To give effect to sage of House of Rotracumeg 
the re arrived at last week, : Clause 22 (Liability of owner or ag 
ON for expenses of quarantine), —_ 
House of Representatives’ Amendment. 
the following proviso:—* Provided that 
Governor-General may. direct that, as reg: 
any vessel trading exclusively b 
tralian, Ber or Australia and — 


Fel her places adjacent to Australia, 
_the expenses of carrying out any responsibility 
under this section shall be borne by the Com- 
~ monwealth; and, upon the issue of such direc- 

tion, the master, owner, or agent of any vessel 
to which the direction relates shall be exempt 
_ from liability for the expenses of carrying 
out that responsibility. % 

_ -** Provided further that the Governor-General 
may direct that the expenses of overland pas- 


 sengers arising out of quarantine regulations 
_ may be borne by the Commonwealth.”’ 
\ 
Le 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
{3.7].—In moving— 


nee 


i. That the amendment be agreed to, 


I would point out that the Bill, in the 
- form in which it left this Chamber, placed 
upon the ship-owner or ship agent the re- 
- sponsibility of paying all quarantine ex- 
_ penses involved in the event of an out- 
_ break of epidemic disease upon his vessel. 
_ The amendment recommends the adoption 
of a fairer course. Under normal condi- 
tions, the ship-owners and ship agents will 
be liable for the expenses incurred in 
quarantine by their passengers and crews ; 
but in the event of a national outbreak 
of disease, such ag the recent influenza 
epidemic, the Commonwealth will 
shoulder this burden. 


Senator’ R. Srorrm Gururim.—The 
_ ship-owners never bore it. They passed 
phat on to the passengers. 


Senator RUSSELL.—But under this 
- Bill it was proposed to make them solely 
responsible. Now, however, the other 
~ branch of the Legislature has inserted an 
amendment with which the Government 
~ are in perfect agreement. » In connexion 
_ with the influenza epidemic, it will be re- 
 ealled that, owing to lack of proper pre- 
' cautionary measures by the States, chaotic 
_ eonditions resulted. We desire to possess 
the requisite power to prevent the spread 
of any such epidemic throughout Aus- 

tralia. That powere will be used with 
~ discretion for the purpose of protecting 
_ the citizens of the Commonwealth. 


- Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [3.11].— 
One does not score too many victories in 
his advocacy of various principles, and 
consequently I rejoice that this amend- 
ment has been made by another place. 
Upon a previous occasion, I stressed the 
_ danger in which the isolated portions of 
_ the Commonwealth stand, in the event of 


y 


a 
NovemBer, 1920.] _ 


Nationality Bill. ie 


such an epidemic recurring as that from 


which we suffered a little time ago. — | 


There was every indication that the ex- 


perience of the shipping companies upon 


that occasion would lead them to tie up 


their vessels at our wharfs rather than 
incur the risk of being called upon to sup- 
port in quarantine a considerable number 
of passengers, to pay the wages of their 


crews, and also the cost of maintaining — 


their vessels. 


Upon the 13th October last, I quoted a 
paragraph from the report of the Select 
Committee appointed to inquire into the 
oversea carriage of goods, in which it is 
stated that one compgny trading to Tas- 
mania lost upon a single trip during that 


epidemic, £1,162. Obviously, if such an 


epidemic recurred, our shipping com- 


panies would not be disposed to carry on a < 


service between Tasmania and the main- 
land,.or, indeed, between our chief ports 
and those parts of the Commonwealth 
which have no railway communication, 
and which are therefore dependent upon 
water. carriage. Apart from the equity of 


the amendment, the Government have — 


taken a wise step in endeavouring to avoid 
what would be a calamity to various por- 
tions of the.Commonwealth in the event 


of another epidemic of disease visiting 
I have pleasure, therefore, 


our shores. 
In supporting the motion. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 


Resolution reported; report adopted. 


NATIONALITY BILL. 


Bill returned from the House of Re- 


presentatives with amendments. 


Standing and Sessional Orders sus- 


pended. 
CUSTOMS BILL. 


Sreconp Rerapina. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 


President of the Executive Council) 
[3.18].—I move— 


That this Bill be now read a second time. 


As it is largely a Bill for Committee, 
being technical in character, I intend to 
deal. only with its general principles at 
the second-reading stage, but in Commit- 
tee will be prepared to reply to any 


| 


| 
att 68 
wees, 


4. 


ous 


me, at this stage, to enter into : 
I need hardly remind honorable 
pot the aes condition of the. 

and the problems. 


uich they eas as a result of the re- 
war. 
seem. Currency, as we understand 
ite apart from values, is not what 
oe aes to be. 


ene 7 Sia rates: vary from 
per cent. in the more favoured coun- 
s to about 628 per cent. against 


Poland, The desire of Australia, as ex-. 


pressed in recent legislation, is to give 


adequate protection to the industries of 


this country, preference to Great Britain, 
ind, as far as possible, sympathetic freat- 
ment to our Allies in the late war; but, 
owing to the peculiar movement of the 
xchange position, Great 


many cases, is not in the enjoyment of 


the preference given to her under the 
sting Tariff as against countries like 
the United States of America and 
apan; and France, our principal Ally 
the late war,. is heavily penalized. I 
0 not wish to go into the details of the 
eurrency position of all the principal 
untries of the world, but I should like 
give a comparative table of the 
nintage par rate and the bank rate of 
he se pues countries :— 


Mint: 
Par Rate. 
(25.225. 
25.225 
25225 
25.225 
18.159 
18.159 
WA tala baie 

20.43 
24, pe 


Current 


52.85 
89.00 
47.30 
34.70 


24.60 
138.00 
670.00 
Cos bg 


ot propose A pee down. in has Bill 
aga rule. 


@ position as. ‘between ‘densi 
‘At present, France — 
‘position — 


Vaca oe 


aden eal 
disadvantageous _ 


Things to-day are not what, 


swine has: heen i 


Britain, in- 


Bank Rate... 
Spain — 


24.85 Sweden 
Wieland 2) 
Indian 


_ That cannot be 
Have. dbl 


ibis ey dollar 


change position is met b 
tory arrangement such as 18 


this measure. Our. 
France, as far as possible, and 4 
working any injury to: our.ow1 : 
turers, in order that she may reha 
herself in a commercial anud 
ing sense. The Bill gives por 
ee for Cost oe 


or the. Maal rate He ghd a 
vides, that if the bank rate of e: 
is more than 10 per cent, - abov 
per cent. below the mint par 


‘Minister shall refer. to. ‘the ‘Bo 


question whether the bank r: 
change shall be used as fe, ‘ke 
computation of value for duty 
imported. The intention is not to 
the basis of computation merely fo 
sake of making an alteration, 


just the duty charges on an equ 


basis, and thus to give expressi 
declared intention of .Parlame 
have here - another comparatih 
showing the current bank rate” 
mint, a rate, rae on Ncw = : 


Current pen : ie 
£1. iN 


(3°48 Jolla ae 
3°79 dollars... 
52°85 francs — 
89°00 hire | 
4°12 pesetas. . 
. fie franes. .. | 


America 
Canada, 
France. 
heey) 


Switzerland. 
Greece | 
Holland — MW niin ou 1 
"28 kroner... |1 
i kroner. . 51 Ae 
kroner. + 
Jo49- : marks... | 
138°00 marks. ni 
1140. gulden. . 
Is. 1% ad. aires 


Norway 
Denmark © 
Germany — 


Batavia ity 
Rupee 
; ahs agee 


8s. 104d. Ee 
| 2s, ae 


selef b> 


Dp esent, ge ‘upon our Alties in the 
ate war, and generally to give effect to 
he intention of Parliament in our rela- 
ee with those countries, Gite at 


The 
} Board of Trade to which 4 eae for 
‘the computation of duty will be made in 
certain circumstances. will have the full 
‘powers of a Royal Commission to ascer- 
tam the facts. We cannot look for a 
rapid return to normal conditions, but 
I have no doubt that, in the course of 
time, as the nations of the world settle 
down to business again, the position will 
* eventually right itself. Great Britain is 
more highly developed commercially and 
. industrially, and, therefore, is in a better 
uN hag to meet the present difficulty, 
but if .a big country like Great Britain, 
with its large population, found it 
necessary to take action, it must be 
self-evident to honorable senators that in 
little, struggling Australia such protec- 
tion must also be given. The matter is 
affecting Australia very largely, and is 
also affecting France, | and not to the 
‘mutual satisfaction of any of us. I trust 
- that honorable senators will give the Bull 
that consideration which it deserves as an 
attempt to meet a national difficulty. 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN (West- 
Australia) [3.32]—The Minister 
(Senator Russell), in introducing this 
_ Bill, has made a number of very general 
remarks, most of which are based on the 
assumption that the interpretation of the 
daw by the Minister for Trade and- Cus- 
toms (Mr. Greene) is the correct one. My 
‘humble opinion is that the Minister for 
) Trade and Customs is wrong. I under- 
stand that the question is being decided 
Rahs in the High Court, and that a judgment 
_ will be delivered to-morrow touching the 
erty of the provisions of this Bill. 
v4 i. suggest, therefore, that it is advisable, 

in order ‘that senators may be fully in- 
mat Vigired as to what actually is the law, 
By: haan this debate should stand over until 

' to-morrow. With that object in view, I 
(pak leave to continue my remarks at a 
Sater ae 


! e : BILL. 


(Austria and bulgaria) Bill. 6168 


TREATY OF PEACE (GERMANY) 


Consideration eetdnad from 3rd Nos! i 
vember (vide page 6114) of motion by Lp 
Senator Prarce— ie 


That this Bill be now read a second time. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 


and passed 


Bill read a second time, 
through its remaining stages wee 
amendment. | 


TREATIES OF PEACE (AUSTRIA 


AND BULGARIA) BILL. 


‘Debate resumed from 3rd November — 


(vide page 6114), on motion by Senator 
PEARCE— 


That this Bill be now read a second time. 


Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- 
tralia) [3.34].—This is not a measure 
upon which a great deal may be said, 
further than that it is much more satis- 
factory and cheerful to be making peace 
than makimg war. We are glad to have 
an opportunity to pass a measure of this, 
kind after such a long term of the O;p- 
posite condition of affairs. Bulgaria was 
not one of those countries with which we 
were brought closely in ‘contact, although 
it has figured very much" in the world’s _ 
affairs, like most of the other Balkan 
States. Those countries, although they 
may be small, seem to have the knack of | 
making considerable trouble and tre- 
mendous noise in the world. Bulgaria 
undoubtedly acted very unfairly to the 
rest of the world in taking sides with 
Germany as it did, and especially with — 
Turkey, the country which inflicted those — 
unspeakable atrocities on her not so very — 
many years before. Bulgaria soon forgot 
the services rendered to her by Gladstone, aa 
when he roused the civilized world in 
Bulgaria’s favour and against Turkey. 
It is satisfactory for the Senate to havea 
a measure of this kind before it, so thah 
it may put the hallmark of. its approval a 
upon the peace which was arrived at sOmB | 
considerable time ago. an 


Question resolved in the affirmative. — 


Bill read 1a second time, and padaee 4 
through its remaining stages without 
amendment. rene | 


Bree EEN at 3. 40 p.m. 


Mr. Gemuxcun (Hon. Sir Elliot Johneon) 
took | the chair at 11 a.m. and read 
prayers. Ar Ghee 


GERMAN BARQUE ATHENE. 
rm TUDOR (for Mr. Watxins) 
We kad the Attorney-General, upon 
notice— be with he Soe 
1. On what date was the German barque 
“Athene taken possession of under the instruc- 
tions of the Marshal of the Supreme Court 
of the State of New South Wales? 
2.18 it a fact that claims were made by 
_ persons entitled to payment for work done to 
the barque Athene to the Prize Court pre- 
_ gided over by the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of New South Wales on the 31st. March, 
19152: 
3. Have these claims been satisfied? 
' 4, If not, will he see that these claims are 
i 
is now five years and seven months since the 
Prize Court dealt with the claims of persons 


Mr. GROOM.—The answers to the 
honorable. Sigh oi questions are as fol- 
low or 

1. The barque Athene was formally seized 
in Sydney HarbSur on the 5th August, 1914. 
_ Necessary steps were taken in Prize Court, 
and order for detention made 7th October, 
gig. 

2. Yes. 

3. No. 

4. Claims cannot be adjusted until final 
3 orders are made. 


: _TAND RADIO OPERATORS. 
BURCHELL (for Mr. Marr) 


"the Postmaster-General, upon 


1. Is it a fact that, in connexion with the 
ransfer of the officers of the Government 
and Radio Stations from the Department of 
Navy to the Department of the Postmaster- 
eneral, the following injustices have oc- 
ied (a) That permanent’ officers of the 
mmonwealth Public Service (previous to 


war service) find themselves transferred 
to the Public Service without their 
status, thereby being reduced from the 
sional class of the Service to ‘the 
(6) that increments of salary 
y them under the Department of the 
d due from July last, have not been 


4 1@ ry } 


ask the Public Service Commissioner to 


quidated Without delay, considering that it 


Ny the Navy, and that the: Commissioner 
Service has_ 1 ciate Wea same 


2. Is it a fact that the: ae whe a 
members of the Radio Telegraphists Ins! 
of Australasia, instructed their Secretary 


them representation when the details | co) 
transfer were being commdered:: in ee 
ey injustice? SARE 


missioner acknowledged sa hile 
representative in the Arbitration» Court, the 
these officers were Bheaieo. Dake: ring 
men’’? 


of heir status? 


6. As these officers have roe no 
bonus, repatriation benefits, or recogni 
any sort for their services at a time o 
national danger, will the Gore at 


Agile a special tribunal to inquire ‘into 4 
case at once with their ee “representa 


upon “notice— 


od. Whether any deanite decision = tas 


deferred promotion. of ons nursing id 
who left Australia in 1915-162 


anieretinn# 2 


3. If the question ‘is pales finally a 
when is it likely. to be? 3 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH (for Sir GR 
VILLE Ryriz).—The. answers: to the h 


ie 


orable member’s questions are as 
low :— 
1. Yes. 


2. The Cabinet has now ne that 
regulation which provides for the promoti 
of Staff Nurses after two years’ satisfacto: 
service shall be amended by deletion | ‘ 
provision which limits promotions to a date 
not earlier than 25th September, 
Nurses who had completed two years’ sa 
a service cps such oie “ Wal? 


Ae “RYAN becat the Minister repre- 


senting ‘the Minister for Defence, upon 


notice— 
ie 1. Were not Lou eManitions collected from 
_ members of the Australian Imperial Force to 
raise @ monument on the Suez Canal to fallen 
Pf _ soldiers? 
- 2. If so, what has been Hs with the amount 
80 collected? 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE— Members 
a of the Australian and New Zealand 
ie mounted troops in the Middle East have 
Le raised a sum of some £5,400 for the pur- 
poses of a memorial to ‘fallen comrades, 
_ proposed to be erected at Port Said. The 
_ Department of Defence has the present 
~ oustody of the funds, on behalf of the 
- committee which conducted ‘the move- 
_ ment, and is, at their instance, consider- 
ing the question of inviting competitive 
re for the memorial. 


7 he! 2 


2 


DEPORTATION OF DR. 
_ HIRSCHFELD AND DR. HERZ. 


. Mr. LAVELLE (for Mr. Cunntine- 
HAM) asked the Prime Minister, wpon 
 notice— 
Will he inform the House whether Dr. 
Hirschfeld and Dr. Herz have yet been de- 


ported from Australia; and, if so, by 
vessels and on what dates? 


: Mr. HUGHES—Dr. Hirschfeld was 
_ deported per s.s. Jacatra, which left Fre- 
Bt on 6th October, 1920. The ques- 
tion as to whether Dr. Herz should be 
deported from Australia is now under 
' consideration. 


ages ‘SHIPPING AGREEMENT. 


hi atte MAKIN asked the Minister con- 
_ troiling Shipbuilding, upon notice— 
1. Whether the shipbuilding agreement has 
been finalized? 
2. If so, will the Minister lay the agreement 
yt FON, the table of the House? 
eM HUGHES.—The answers to the 
Honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
_tow:— 
ide NO. 
2. See reply to No. 1. 


COMMONWEALTH LOANS. 
TAXATION. 
Mr. MAKIN asked the 


upon notice— 


What Commonwealth. loans are. he from 
Commonivealth taxation?’ 


Treasurer, 


what 


Loans. — 


6165 


Sir FOSHPH COOK-—The answer aye 


the honorable member’s question is as 


follows :— | 
Interest in respect of all 43 per cent. War 


Loans and in respect of War Savings Certifi- 


cates is free from Commonwealth Income Tax. 
All bonds and transfers of stock in connexion 

with all Commonwealth War and Peace Loans 

are free from Commonwealth stamp duty. 


INTER-STATE COMMISSION BILL. 
Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 


ter for Works and Railways) [11.7]. ae 


I move— 

That leave be given to bring in a Bil] for an 
Act to amend the Inter-State Commission Act 
19.12, 

Mr. Ryan.—It would be of ona as- 
sistance to honorable members if the Min- 
ister, when moving motions of this kind, 
were to say briefly what the measures to 
which they referred propose to cover. 

Mr. GROOM.—In this case I propose 
to introduce a Bill of one clause to repeal 
the sections of’ the Inter-State Commis- 
sion Act which were held by the High 
Court in the Wheat case to be invalid, 
and to provide for the Commission mak- 
ing certain declarations. | 

Question resolved in the aftirmative. 

Bill presented, and read a first time. 


COMMONWEALTH COURT OF 
COMMERCE BILL. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 
ter for Works and Railways) [11.8].— 
I move— 


That leave be given to bring in a Bil] for an 
Act to constitute a Commonwealth Court of 
Commerce and for other purposes. — 


I now ask leave to introduce a Bill which 
should be read in conjunction with that 


just presented. The High Court held that — 


Part V. of the Inter-State'Commission Act 
was invalid, because under section 101 of 
the Constitution this Parliament could 
not vest judicial power in that body. This 


_ Bill is to enable Parliament to create a 


Commerce Court, which will exercise the 


judicial powers which were thought to be — 


vested in the Inter-State Commission. 


Mr. Tupor.—If the High Court says 
that Parliament cannot vest the Commis- 
sion with judicial power, how can that be et 


done? 


Mr. GROOM.—T shall be prepared to 
The. 


argue that question at a later stage. 


Bill provides 98 the setting up of a 


: Tee: ill the two assessors be 
maining two members of the Tntier- 
e Commission 4 a 


-GROOM.— Yes. 


ti ir assistance. In 1918, a resolu- 
ion was passed by the ‘Associated Cham- 
of Commerce of Australia affirming 
hat it is desirable that the Inter-State 
mmission Act be amended in such a 


vy as to give the Inter-State Commis- 


1on a sphere of greater usefulness more 
in keeping with its cost to the com- 
munity.’’ Generally speaking, that is the 


ject of the Bill which I now desire to. 


introduce. 


Mr. BAMFORD (Herbert) [11.11] oa 


have previously voiced, both here and | 
Isewhere, my objection to the con- 
lance of the Inter-State Commission. 
s the most useless body that was ever 


ated by this Parliament. The Minis- 
for 


y Works and sane SiR hela 


nt to Lo question of the fk which 
existed for Tariff revision. It made cer- 


recommendations i in that connexion, 


ut, 80 far as is cuatenae serves me, not 


never: 


. is alana he House. has. 
‘ ered, the revision of the Tariff since 
ommussion. ler aha its pied 


| oe ts a fact et one pe es mem-— 


the Commission became go dis- 


with its work and so impressed 


h ts uselessness that he tendered his 


Loni Xeter to Mr. Swinburne. 


di 


They will git. 
ne President. when he requires 


of ie : “rsa waters. But ‘what 


The ue ules which e . 
has. lapsed. 


Mr. Groom.—Us ere 
‘pointed 1 tera Ley be seven is 


dane ‘ the Corman iw Bee 
(Mr. Jamus Pacu.—Will the 

tell us one good thing that, the Jon 

sion has ever done? Hr 


‘hich has has peu upon : 
State Shige anee has bee 


easy winner. he Commas 

appointed until about the end. | 
It began its inquiry into— the need 
bos revision ee to. the utbrea’ 


yet ee Goinidanals ee 
Sir JoserPe Coox. —You By 
autocrat! f 


Mr. TUDOR. —I was sans yu 


pee ae aieoid be conde : 


J AMES Pac. ey ae 


Mr 


RAE: 

Mr. TUDOR- —Yes; 
that the war was in progress, 
was one pk our Moma 


Mr... 
“vernment of that day not i t 


Mr. | TUDOR Na Oo. 


asked. us. tole 


¢ i j apan. 


f r. TUDOR.—No. In those days the 
Opposition cry was, ‘‘ Postpone the con- 
ih siderati ion of the Tarif and let us get 
me.” Had the Tariff been considered 
ithe ene of the -evidence which, was 


‘oak i teable, But aay will not be as 
pie to- any, because seven years have 
At that time our 


re gine eines SS a Labour 
Minister, but they were prepared to give 
“it to an ‘outside: body. In that way ‘they 
would doubtless be able to conceal a lot 
vet the profits which they had made, and 
_ 4m respect of which they refused to give 

anformation to the Minister. I believe 
that the Inter-State Commission has done 
good work, and I cannot support the sug- 
gestion of thie honorable member for Ber. 
bert (Mr. Bamford) that it should be 
wiped out of existence. Regarding the 
vestablishment of the proposed ‘Court of 
- Commerce, I have quite an open mind, 
_vand am prepared to consider the matter 
ay upon its merits. 


Sir ROBERT might 


( Beane ) 


of i] | But I am Se i Sesater 
‘to the continuance of the Inter- tes Com- 


“in Taine to the walk of the Contin: 
ad certainly I have no desire to ‘reflect 
In my opinion, we 
Be, fortunate, Agere it was consti- 
uted, in securing the services of. cap- 
able men upon ait. They did ex- 
lent work in inquiring into the need 
- Tariff revision, and they supplied us 
ean valuable a pamanien in that 


elapsed ‘since it was radical | Speaking — 


differences between themselves ; 
_ way they go to the ordinary law Courts. 
A aan , wall communes ve do nae e At 


generally, however, I think that the time 
is a most opportune one for us to relieve 
ourselves of some of ‘the governmental 
machinery which, to my mind, is un- 
necessary. No useful function is being — 
discharged at the present time by eae 
Inter-State Commission. Two of — . 
members have resigned, and, ‘homie : 
only the Chairman remains to be con- — 
sidered, and properly treated. Conse- 
quently the present is a particularly op-— 
portune time to abolish the Commission — 
entirely. I am one of those who origin- 
ally supported its creation, but im view 
of our ‘past experience, of the require- nt 
ments of the future, and of the impera- — 
tive need which exists for the exercise of 
the ‘strictest economy, I think that the — 
time has now arrived when we should dis 
pense with this particular branch of — 
governmental machinery. No section of © 
the community will suffer by its abolition. 
Of course, the Minister for Works and 
Railways (Mr. Groom) has a_ perfect 
tight to introduce the Bill dealing with 
this matter, so as to enable honorable 
members to ‘judge it upon its merits. But — 
if, as I understand, the object of the 
measure is to confer upon the Inter-State — 
Commission certain judicial powers, | am 
opposed to it from beginning to end. we 
am also entirely opposed to the continu- _ 
ance of the Commission. Furthermore, I — 
protest strongly against the creation of 
the proposed Court of Commerce. © 

Mr. Ryan.—What commerce could it. 
deal with? : 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—That is a. per 7 
fect mystery to me; but, at most, it could — 
deal only with questions affecting Inter- 
State trade and commerce. The point I 
wish to emphasize is that no one has G 
asked for the creation of this Court of 
Commerce, and I defy the Minister (Mr. 


Groom) to prove any valuable purpose 


it can serve. There is no lack of tri- 
bunals to fulfil the functions which it haa i 
been suggested this proposed Court wil 
undertake. Chambers of Commerce have 
within their own ambit certain tribunals 
for the purpose of dealing with matters 
essentially of a commercial character, 
which can be settled by resort to arbitra 
tion, and where they cannot. adjust, their 
in. th 


xpress. no aoe ae resort. to. any te 
mediate Court such as it is now proposed . 
If the purpose be to secure 
special expert knowledge in commercial — 
I would point out that the 


to create. 


matters, 
“Chambers of Commerce have their own 
expert tribunals. If this Court is to be 
.ereated for the purpose of interpreting 
the law, and for the legal adjustment of 
differences that may arise in trading and 
commercial transactions, here again I 
would point out that trading firms will 
inevitably refer their differences to the 
ordinary legal tribunals. The Minister 
has made an unfortunate reference 
to the fact that a little time ago 
_ the Chambers of Commerce passed a 
resolution in favour of the creation 
of a Court of the kind suggested, 
“quite overlooking the fact that, in view 
of their more recent experience, they 


_ subsequently passed a resolution protest- 


_ Ing strongly against the creation of such 
a tribunal as is now proposed. When 
the Minister appeals to Chambers of 

Commerce for guidance or for an 
expression of their views upon the 
matter, he ought to quote their latest 
resolution, and not one which is com- 
pletely out of. date. There is no jus- 


tification for the creation of a Court of 


Commerce. In any case, if appointed it 
will be a surplus tribunal for the crea- 
‘tion of which no one has asked. 
. Mr. Jamus 
ment must do something 
House occupied. | 
Sir ROBERT BEST. —But the. House 
could be more usefully employed upon 
other work, “ ; 


: ‘Sir Josrrpn Coox. Would. it dine be 
wise for the honorable member to wait 
to hear what the Government do propose 
d in this direction 2 


to keep the 


Sir ROBERT BEST. LOT he Minister 


a3 already given us sufficient informa- 


ion to enable us to understand exactly 
she purpose of these two measures. If 
the object of the Ministry is to provide 
the House with work, it would be a very 
ood idea to devote a fortnight to the 
consideration of the Tariff, and thus get 


d of the main speeches on the first. 
em. Apart from that, however, it is 


only fair to the Government that I 

hould inform them that I 

every opportunity .of. opposing these 

mieasures. I would’ ’/go further, and. 
at once that if possible. a Bill 


Pacze.—But the Govern-_ 


Robert Best). 


shall take 


‘be ‘introduced to Q Pp 


Commission Act. fe 
Sir Joszrn Cook. The 
member does not know what i 
measures proposed, but he As 3 


| them. 


(Mr. Cae) I know. what ‘these 


sures contain, and as he has inform 
that one object is to endow the 
State Commission with judicial po 
I am taking this opportunity | ns te 
him that I am opposed he doing 


Commission to continue to ae 
Mr. Ryan.—Would ‘the — 


“member be 


Sir ROBERT BEST. a 
at the outset of my remarks, i wou d 
ungracious to refuse the Government p 
mission to introduce these Bills. T 
ought to be introduced so that. hono 
members may have the opportunity 
dealing - with them on their 
but now that the fundamental pri 


underlying these proposals hen 


should iudicate what my sititude is 

regard to them. ae 
Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa). 

—Politics are peculiar. 

of time has brought our “brothe 


chickens home to roost. There 
more ardent Bee of bee e 


The eho Le time 
also brought us Strange bed-fellow 
this Chamber. We have another 


| from the burning.” 


Mr. JAMES PAGE ease re 
had a great “hallelujah testimor 
morning in regard to the Inte 
Commission. I agree with every 


the honorable member: for Herbert 


Bamford) has said—that it has bee 
of the most useless ea of na Nise 


mission AL Piddington) was” 
position on the High Court an 


only man in Australia who w 


Daag aa an Rae 


es Me. Avaen. Why, did he refuse it ? 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—TI do not know, 


- but I have no doubt he has since seen 
the error of his ways. 
might give him another opportunity. For 
instance, he might be asked to fill the 
~ position of President of the Arbitration 


iThe Government 


 Gourt which Mr. Justice Higgins has 


given up. The Government apparently 
cannot find any one to take that post. The 
honorable member 
_ sharpened his lance to have a tilt at the 
_. Government, but when he approaches the 
_ peg I’am sure he will miss it and stick 
his lance in the ground, unhorsing him- 
self in doing so. That is to say, when a 
vote is taken on this particular question 
he will be missing. He will not hurt the 


for Kooyong has 


Government. He may wound them, but 


he will not kill them. 


Sir Rosert Besr.—I certainly would 


not dislodge them. 


~is another “hallelujah testimony 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—What an admis- 
sion! Here is another bed-fellow! Here 
> ! 

Sir Roserrt Best.—This is not a vital 
measure. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—For the last 


quarter of an hour the honorable mem- 


ber has been ranting and raving about 
what the Inter-State Commission has 


im 


ss i oN 

ee Pe = 
Se ae A " 
¥ o4 2 ~~ 


cost this country. The: honorable mem- 
ber says this is not vital. Will he say 
what is vital? The Age and the Argus 


‘have whipped the Victorians, and the 
honorable gentleman has “ come to heel.” 
- for he is only using the arguments em- 
ployed by those great organs of public 
opinion. 


Mr. Ryan.—wWill the honorable mem- 
ber accept my assurance that the Govern- 
ment will not go on with the measure? 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Yes, I will ac- 


_ cept the assurance of the honorable mem- 
ber for West Sydney, and I suppose that 


to-morrow we shall find this item of busi- 


ness well down to the bottom of the 


notice-paper like so many others, in- 


cluding the Public Service Bill, under | 
which the Government proposed to create 
a Board of three Commissioners. 


We 


shall, I have no doubt, find this “ brother ” 
alongside that measure. . 


Mr. Groom.—Well, let us get this mo- 


tion through, and you will see. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE—Of course, the. 
Minister can do as he likes. The Go-. 


VM rau his 


mmonwealth Court : [4 NovemBer, 1920 | | 


Lereaad 
Prom, ¢ 
WEN 


of Commerce Bult: 


vernment have the numbers, and after © 
the testimony by “ Brother” Best from 

say the — 
honorable member for Kooyong—l am 


Kooyong—perhaps I should 
satisfied the Government need have no 


fear of danger from that quarter. But 


what I want to know is, who. asked for — 
this proposed Court of Commerce? The > 


Minister informed us that the Chambers 


of Commerce had asked for it, but the 


honorable member for Kooyong, who is a 
strong supporter of the Government, and 
a strong advocate of commercialism in 
this House, has told us that the Chambers 


‘of Commerce had seen the error of their 


ways, and that now they do not want it. 
If, by means of this Bill, it is proposed 
to confer a benefit on the commercial com- 
munity, but if the commercial com- 
munity do not want it, why give it to 
them? If there is nothing else behind 


the Bill than this request from the Cham- 


bers of Commerece—— 

Mr. Groom.—There is more behind it 
than that. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—After the Min- 
ister’s assurance I would like to see what 
is behind it. I look with a great 
amount of suspicion upon anything that 
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the honorable member for Kooyong op- 


poses, because he, and the honorable mem- 
ber for Wakefield (Mr. Foster), are the 
strongest barrackers for the Government 
in this House, it does not matter how 


“tight” they may be. I am not speak- 


ing, of course, in the prohibition sense. 


Mr. Groom.—Then you mean in the 


coutinuance. sense ? 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Not in that sense 


either, but I know that there are many — 


prohibitionists on that side of the Cham- 
ber. ‘Fhe honorable member for Kooyong 


and the honorable member for Wakefield - 


are “ prohibitionists’’ against our party, 


but still we are living, and we shall blos- 


som before long and, I have no doubt, 
bear good fruit. : 
thing that every honorable member for 
Kooyong has been a very rich Conserva- 
tive. 
goods, but rich in titles. 


and now they have one in the person of — 
Sir Robert Best. | a | 
Mr) SPEAKER. (Hon. Sir Hlhot — 


se its Wei, 
ait wae \ ie ; 


It is a most peculiar 


I do not mean in this world’s — 
They would — 
have no commoner to represent them in — 
Kooyong. ‘They must have a titled hero, — 


Johnson).—I am afraid the honorable 


_ Commonaealtt Court [REPRESENTATIVES i 


| Ga bet | is Md geeenth and I must ask 
him to address himself to the motion. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I am afraid of 
the honorable member for Kooyong, just 
as you, Mr. Speaker, seem to be afraid 
“of me, because one day he advocates the 
appointment of this Inter-State Com- 
‘mission, and now sees no good in it. 
Tf this proposed Court of Commerce 
as gomig to be of amy good to the 
‘Commonwealth, let us have it; but if, 
on the other hand, it is not woing to 
be of any use, the ‘House should cast it 
an one side. ‘If it is not likely to be of 
any more value than the Inter-State Com- 
@aission is, or has been, I hope the House 
will reject the motion, whether it is or is 
not vital to the Government. 


‘Mr. FLEMING (Robertson) [11.38 |.— 
“There is Just one point in connexion with 
‘this matter upon which I should like to 
d4ouch. I cordially agree with those honor- 
able members who doubt the usefulness of 
the continued existence ‘of the Inter-State 
Commission. We have never had a body 
politic in this community which has been 
of less real service than that Commission, 
and if its life can be judiciously ended 
“now, it would be wise to end it. 
always talking about the necessity for 
economy. Personally, I am not  par- 
ticularly keen on that aspect of the ques- 
tion, but if we can prevent useless expen- 
diture , we should do so. We are all, more 
or. Ness, 3 in the dark as to what the Bull, the 
‘motion to intreduce which is now before 
honorable members, really means. I 
should like to know if this proposed Court 
of Commerce is to be purely a body for 
“getting over little local erievances, or 
whether its purpose is to be much wider. 
‘This, to my mind, is essential at the 
‘present juncture. There are great op- 
Tima for ‘Australia m the Pacifie 
-and the Hast, but so far this House has 
done nothing to take advantage of these 
mew avenues of trade, which are being 
‘opened up as the result of the great 
@truggle through which we have eome 
Other countries are doing a great deal to 
“advance their interests in the East. Great 
Britain, of my knowledge, has sent out a 
go number a men af high character, 


ae rt to impress the ‘people ‘of the 


Ve es the. ee se asianibs beat Aus- 
alia, w 5 


~ 


We are: 


with the advantages of further trad-_ 


_ Eastern nations, 


both sides that they see very little utilit 


ie when marae with tbe Tariff Lo 


other country in the: world | 
very commodities required’ ie thes 
is lettmg her cha ces 
slip by. America, too, has spent large 
sums of money in opening up fresh 
avenues of trade, .or in furt 
strengthening those already in. existene 
On many occasions I have suggested 
various people in Australia, and more 
than once to the Government, that some- 
thing of a definite character should be 
done in the way of conserving our im- 
terests in the East—at present there is 
very little to conserve—of extending our 
trade, and getting into closer touch with 
the people, so that we may know what is 
going on. At present we are in the dark, 
to a very dangerous degree, and we are 
losing trade which should be coming our 
way. If this Bill, by the creation of a 
Court of Commerce, will do anything in 
the direction of furthering our interests 
I shall support it, but if it is merely for 
the creation of a Court to settle minor 
differences within the Commonwealth 
and if its functions are to be anything 
hke those of the Inter-State Commission, 
I shall oppose it. | 


Mr. CHARLTON ‘( Fite nee 40] 
The Government would. be well advised 
withdraw this motion. It is evident from 
the remarks of honorable members on 


in the Inter-State Commission. I, am in 
complete accord with the views of the hon- 
orable member for Herbert (Mr. Bam- 
ford). The Inter-State Commission was 
constituted, under an Act passed by 
Labour Government, and the personnel 
of the first Inter- State Commission was 
appointed in 1913. d take it that the 
friends of the Constitution had in mind 
that some difficulty would be experienced 
in regard to the Variff, and they thought 
it advisable that an Inter-State Commis 
sion should be constituted to help Parlia 
ment in that regard. We have to be 

guided by experience, and ‘experience has 
He us that the Inter-State. ‘Commission 
is of yery. little use in regard to the 
Tariff. The Leader of the Opposition 
(Mr. Tudor) has stated that the Commis- 
sion has done very useful work, and that 
many of its reports will be of service to 
Parliament. My view is that) those .re- 
ports will be of very little use to the 


ugh 

re oealy changed. T id not say that the 
1embers of the Inter-State Commission 
have not done excellent work, but although 
heir reports have cost a good deal of 
money they have no practical value. I 
recollect that in the initial stages of in- 
dustrial arbitration a great number of 
eases were filed, but some of them could 
not be heard for two years, by which time 
it wag useless to proceed with them, be- 
cause the industrial position had changed. 
The same objection apples to the reports 
of the Inter-State Commission. Their 
“reports are four and five years old, and 
may not be applicable to the conditions of 
to-day. The continuance of the Commis- 
sion must involve a good deal of expen- 
diture. We must reduce our expenses 
_ wherever we legitimately can, and this is 
one opportunity that is presented to us. 
_ Two of the Commissioners have already 
resigned, and only one is now in ,oflice. 
The term of appointment was for seven 
_ years; that period is about to expire, and, 
‘therefore, no injustice will be done to any 
individual if Parliament should decide 
_ that the Commission shall cease to exist. 
_ The Government would be wise not to 
“persevere with this motion. If the work 
of the Commission is of no practical 
utility, why should the time of Parliament 
_be occupied in dealing with a Bill to give 
greater powers to that body? In regard 
to the creation of a Court of Commerce, 
I do not know exactly what the Govern- 
ment proposal means. 
Sir Joserpn Coox.— Why not wait to see 
what the Bill means? 

Mr, CHARLTON.—The right honor- 
able gentleman will admit that I seldom 
speak at this stage of any measure, and 
only do so now because I think we 
should give an indication to Ministers of 
whether or not we approve of the con- 
tinuance of the Inter-State Commission. 
We should not allow them to bring in a 
Bill to which the Government will be 
pledged, and which the Ministerial fol- 
lowers may feel obliged to loyally sup- 
_ port. If the House gives an expression 
_ of opinion at this stage it will be a guide 


itor the Government as to whether or not 


_to proceed further with their proposals. 


if 5 


eta ks aaa member ‘for Robertson 


_ tive 


thought that the’ sam oreren nts had a sothee 


(Mr, Fleming) ao hied out the i 
for developing 'trade with the Orient. — 
New South Wales has a trade representa- 
in the Orient, and possibly other 
States also are represented. T think such fo . 
representation should be sufficient to carry — 
on trade relations. If the proposed Court — 
of Commerce. means. the creation of. 
another body which will be a permanent. 
cost to the community I shall be very care- 
ful how I vote. I have no desire to create: 
any unnecessary Boards. I will support — 
any proposal that Ministers can show to — 
be m the best interests of the country,” 
but, otherwise, the time has arrived when — 
we should economize as much as possible, 
in view of the heavy financial burden we 
have to bear. 


Mr. ATKINSON (Wilmot) [11. ARV eae 
Although debate at the introductory 
stage of a measure is unusual in this 
Chamber, it is quite justified in the pre- 
sent instance. As one of those who, dur-. 
ing the Budget. debate, tock exception 
to the continuance of the Inter-State 
Commission, I think it right to repeat 
my views now. It would appear from — 
the remarks of the Minister (Mr. 
Groom) that the proposal to institute 
a Court of Commerce means giving to 
the Inter-State Commission some of 
the judicial powers which we thought 
we had conferred upon that body, 
but which the High Court has ruled” 
it does not possess. This is really an 
attempt to get round the decision of 
the High Court. The time has arrived — 
when the Inter-State Commission should 
be got rid of, but T shall not commit 
myself entirely until I hear what the 
Minister has to say on the motion for 
the second reading of the Bill. At pre | 
sent I cannot see that a Court of Com- — 
merce is required. There does not seem. 
to be any demand for it from the trading a 
community, and I think it is time we ~ 
discontinued the policy of appointing so: mM 
many Commissions and other Government — 
bodies, and economized wherever possible. . 
Against the personnel of the Inter-State, 
Commission I have nothing to say. [I 
have the greatest respect for all the gen-. 
tlemen who have served upon that body; 
but, unfortunately, their work seems to 
have been of no practical use to Parlia- 
ment or the people. Therefore, I see no 
necessity for continuing it. Until the 
High Court decided otherwise, it. was” 


advantageous to the community. — 


ramed it was intended that the Com- 
mission should have that power, but T 
do not know that if it did have such 
ower it would be of great benefit to the 
munity. I shall not go as far as 
1@ honorable members have, and de- 
are straight out that the Commission 
should be abolished, until I hear from 
the Minister what is involved in the pro- 
posed creation of a Court of Commerce. 
_ If 1 were asked to vote now I should de- 
cide against the continuance of the 


establishment of the proposed Court. 


out a good case, and convince the House 
that the Inter-State Commission, if 
clothed with the additional powers pro- 
posed, may become a useful body. If he 
can do that, well and good. At any 
rate, he ought to be given a chance to 
make ‘out his case, and, therefore, should 
have leave to introduce the Bill. 


- Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [11.50].— 
When the Minister (Mr. Groom) rose I 
asked him to be good enough to give some 
idea of the proposals contained in the 
measure. It is very desirable that at the 
Labroductory stage Ministers should give 
the House some indication of the proposed 
ope of a Bill. Such information is 
1elpful to discussion at the later stages. 
Sir Josern Coox.—And_ incidentally 
it starts a new debate. 

Mr. RYAN. —Very often a statement 


quent debate. At all events, I am very 
glad that the Minister (Mr. Groom) 
ourteously responded to my request that 
en nae some information to the 


At ap- 
© cou a measure which is intended 
mstitute a~Court of Commerce. It 
does not deal with the Inter-State 
ee at all. It constitutes an in- 


ak beg ‘therefore 
I al with 1 matters of general com- 


radicial | power, the exercise of which y 


doubt, when the Constitution was 


Inter-State Commission and against the 


Still, the Minister may be able to make | 


at the introductory stage obviates subse-— 


to ‘create a Court of Co 
- is a fact. ‘that as we 


merce. ‘T ; 
from the introduetion 


no necessity for it He is sore 
ing Ae in to fill in a In abe. cy 


whieh even the Ministes Or Pe , 
was not a 


ber ey aie Downs (Mr, Grose 
introduced this measure. iAt any 
that is how it strikes me, and’ I 
that is how it will strike the eeners: 
he. 6 
of any request for a Bilkof this sort 
there been anything in the press t 
dicate it? Where is it moved iro 
‘Who has requested it? Nobody. Th 


only one conclusion to come to. 


or to defeat his motion i this Re 
I hope wiser counsels will prevail 
that when this motion ig er’ 


session. 


Mr. 


MATHEWS | 4 Melboumne 


”? 


JOES 


‘ 28 CURA: 5 
sear og Be ariaien attacked. Mem- 
~ bers” who were in Parliament when the 
Inter-State Commission Act was passed, 
and also members who were not, ought to 
know the situation exactly. The Inter- 


State Commission was intended as ‘a. 


Court to deal with the Tariff and other 
- matters ‘under a form of new Protection, 
I remember well what happened in the 
1918 election, when we asked the people 
for increased powers, and I know what 
‘we intended to do with those powers if 
we got them. It was understood at that 
ae that the present Prime Minister 
aire Hughes) was to be the President 
of the Inter-State Commission, which 
was to have vast powers. We were to get 
_ the powers from the people in order to 
_ make this Parliament a real Parhament 
for Australia, as it ought to be. 

Mr. 
you “missed the ’bus.” 

Mr. MATHEWS.—That is the time 


_ the ’bus was missed, when the other side 
controlled business by a majority of one. 
That was the occasion which will never 
be forgotten when the other side looked 
for a double dissolution, and got it in 
the solar plexus afterwards. The Inter- 
State Commission is a ridiculous body at 
present, because it never received the 
powers which it was thought would be 
conferred upon it through this Parlia- 
‘ment obtaining further legislative powers 
itself. Consequently, its members have 
been handed in the interim other jobs, 
which they have performed more or less 
_ satisfactorily to themselves and to the 
_ community in general. I am not saying 
a word against the ability of the members 
of the Commission. They might very 
well grace some body which would enable 
‘them to do a great amount of good for 
_ Australia. 
Sir Rozerr Best.—There is only one 
man left. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I understand so. I 
do not know whether there is a chance 
of the High Court reversing its decision 
‘regarding the powers of this Parliament 
Im this direction as well as on the ques- 
tion of State utilities, as happened earlier 
_ this year. The High Court told us that, 
we had no power to legislate for State 
utilities, and that it was never intended 
that we should; but now the High Court 
tells us that we have. When we at- 
_ tempted to fix prices the High Court 
ee that we had no. power to do so. 
% mR By 7 


MoWiturams.—That is the time, 
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It is eeinie that a differently consti-. 
tuted High Court may say that we have 
that jpower; but unless that decision is — 
given*it is evident that the Inter-State 
Commission will be a useless body, and . 
it is of no avail to go further with it. If 
this were a civilized Government, or a 
Government that intended to bring about 


civilization, they would have looked for 


further powers in a manner that would 
warrant the consideration of the whole 
House. I know, however, that if they 
do obtain further powers by means of the 
proposed Convention, they will be use- 
less, because the Goveriiient want no 
further powers. They are too conserva- 
tive. They want to leave the control in 
the hands of the sovereign States, as 
they are called. I hope that when we get 
the information which the Minister has 
been asked for, it will not turn out to be 
anything ridiculous about increased 
powers for the Inter-State Commission. 
If it isssimply a question of creating a 
Court of Commerce, I trust that it will 
not be bludgeoned through by means of 
the closure. It is cetting late in the 
session, and I hope the House will have 
a proper opportunity of discussing any 
Court of Commerce that may be intro- 
duced. I hope, also, that there will be 
no tinkering with, or attempting to bol- | 
ster up, the Inter-State Commission, be- 
cause we cannot give that body the powers 
for which it was instituted. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 


‘ter for Works and Railways) [11.57].—I 


do not propose at this stage, nor is i 
usual, to go into all the reasons for the 
introduction of ‘the Bill. The House 
made a request, which was reasonable 
enough, that I should indicate the reason 
and purport of the Bill, and I did so. 
I was rather amused by the speech of the 
honorable member for West Sydney 
(Mr. Ryan). He scarcely ever rises here 
without giving us an interesting chapter 
from his autobiography. We get from 
him an analysis of his motives in the 
past, a description of how he has 
acted, and how he has conducted por- 
hamentary proceedings, :and naturally 
he immediately assumes that everybody 
else is actuated by the same motives, — 
and follows the same methods and the 

same devious ways. I 


taken so far as this measure is concerned. 
We can look with satisfaction upon the 
record of what has already been achieved — 


can assure the — 
honorable member that he is quite mis- — 


& 


a this Se this year in the - way 


of legislation. If we have been blocked 


: in our legislation, the honorable member 


knows the hours and the time that he 


ee wasted—or; rather, I should say, ex- — 


| oe ak various want-of-confidence 
—mootions, blocking-motions, delaying-mo- 
tions, and dilatory tactics of every de- 
ee cien. If there has been any delay 
legislation, the honorable member 
Tinsel: must take’ the responsibility. 
There is plenty of business to deal with, 
‘and we are anxious to press forward with 
this Bill. When the Inter-State Com- 
mission Act was introduced, all parties 
absolutely agreed on ‘the necessity for 
‘the Commission having the judicial 
powers proposed. Part 5 of the Act, the 
part which the High Court held invalid, 
‘was regarded as most important, as 
“Gb enabled the Commission to ‘function 
and exercise its duties properly. Even 
in the very early stages of Federation 
the members of the Federal Convention 
indicated these powers as necessary , and 
no one even questioned them seriously 
until the matter came before the High 
_ Court, which, of course, acting judicially, 
took a different view. The Government 
‘is anxious to restore the Inter-State Com- 
“mission to enable it to function as Par- 
_liament originally intended it to do. It 
has not been able to fulfil certain of its 
functions because it has not the power. 
Mr, McWirtiams,—How long ago is it 
ince they discovered they hed not the 
power?! 


“Mr. GROOM.—That was discovered 


_ during the war, arising out of the seizure 
- of wheat by the New South Wales Go- 
-vernment.. The question arose whether the 
New South Wales Government had the 
_ power to apparently flout the provision in 
the Constitution regarding freedom of 
_ trade between the States. The: Inter- 
State Commission was beginning to func- 
Bon. properly when the decision of the 
“We Court was given, and practically 


en all the judicial power that 


_ Conimission possessed. 


a M>. Tf scror Lamowp.—Parliament can- 
- mot give the Commission that power. 


oy Mr. GROOM.—The Government be-. 


. lieve that by the exercise of the judicial 
powers under the Constitution they can 
in the way proposed restore the power to 


Pagnell Sosa i 


argue the matter further at ne 


the meantime I repeat that, ever sin 


he Inter-State ae en to be exercised ! 
ny — hold. that a sone issue sh 


Nes ue o jecde . ee z 
Mr. GROOM.—-Of course. 


but simply indicate the intention | 
Government. I am ‘circulating a 
statement prepared by the Parliame 
Drafisman, fant the effect, 0 


Bae tion resolved in ihe affirmative 
Bill presented, and read a first ‘time 


ELECTORAL (WAR- TIME) ‘REPEA 
BIL yo 
Mr. POYNTON (Grey —Minister € 
Home and Territories) [12.5].—I move 
That leave be given to bring in a B 
an Act to repeal the Commonwealth Ele 
(War-time) Act 1917-1919. 
I see my honorable friend opposite (ave 
Ryan) on the alert for an explanation 
Mr. Ryran.—lt is most unfair tC 
this attack on me. a 
Mr. POYNTON. However’, I sha. 
not insult the intelligence of the Ho 
by attempting to explain at this sta 
what this Bill is intended to accomplish. 
Question resolved in the affirmativ 


‘COMMONWEALTH BAN K BIL: 
Srconp Reaping. _ . 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramai 
Treasurer) [12.7].—I move— , 
That this Bill be now read a second. 4 


This littl: measure is certainly not 
nor is it unexpected. It is a modes 
proposal for transferring the machin 
of the note issue to the control of © 
Issue Department to be created. ; | 
Commonwealth Bank. It ira eo 

new banking pn it is, us 
indicated, merely -a machinery “ 
Anything which approaches a n 
ing principle is in that clause relatin 
reserves, which I propose, in Cite ¢ 
to eliminate. 

Mr. Tvpor. What, clause is that? 


quiring that filed shall oe a cel 1 
proportion of notes in their reserve 
‘Later on, I shall explain to honorabl 
members why I withdraw that clause. 


institution of the note issue, in 1910, : 
proposed transfer has been agitated o 
many an occasion. I have myse 


es 


netion of the ’ Goromonwealth 
1d should be removed entirely 
u oid political control, and placed 


% o of the community te I 
ure to say that that has been the 


seems to be an Loporiial ins ‘and place 
3 —a psychological moment, shall I say?— 
OW: ae these things come to fruition; and 


oe A Santee the ido o 
which, as | say, has always commanded a 
respectful hearing in this House. There 
is, therefore, nothing new in the proposal 
I submit to ‘honorable members. 
Mr. Framinc.—Before the Treasurer 
oe that point, will be explain when 
clause 60@ will come into operation ? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—TI suggest that 
hes honorable member wait until that 
matter is before us. 


This Bill practically repeals the Aus- 
tin Notes Act, and hands over 
the control of the issue of notes 
to a separate Department, to be created 

v Lander the measure, with the sole right of 
controlling the issue from time to time, 
and the conditions on which the issue 
shall be made. I think there can be no 
‘question as to the desirability of this 
course, or as to the advantages which the 
‘Commonwealth Bank possesses over the 
‘Treasury in respect of such matters. For 
instance, the Bank has branches all over 
Australia, whereas the Treasury has not. 


kes 


~The Bank’s interests and facilities are de- 


eloping day by day, and there is no such 
Oxy ansion possible in connexion with the 
ant easury. Moreover, as a business con- 


ae 


cern, the Dora ciwosth Bank is in closer 
touch, I venture to say, with the money 
markets of the world, from time to time, 
: than, the Treasury can be. It is in closer 
touch with the other banks, which are 
mostly concerned in these issues of notes, 
md, in addition, is, perhaps, closer to the 
“public generally of Australia than the 
_ Treasury Department can claim to be. 

_ This matter of the currency is in itself 
a very vital one to the community. It 
has been called the life-blood of trade and 
4 ee, and that is not an inapt 


— Bank Bill. 


he oT 


and social existence. 


The very essence of a successful note 
issue—perhaps I should make this © 
point here and now—econsists in its_ 
elasticity. Honorable members from time 
to time criticise the rise and fall of the — 
issue of the paper money of the world, 
but, really, if the note issue is not to ex- 
pand and to deflate or contract again, it 
is of no use whatever to the community. © 
As a banker said the other day, unless the 
note issue has that quality of elasticity, so 
as to respond to the needs and financial 
requirements of the community, it is 
really of little use. Here, for instance, 
is what that banker said. 

Mr. Maxweri.—Who is he? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—tThe gentleman 
who made the statement is Mr. Walter 
Leaf, President of the County, Westmin- 
ster, and Parr’s Bank, London, who, when 
discussing this matter when the accounts 
were presented to the shareholders, said— 

He was not a believer in irbpoeitl for the 
artificial restriction of the currency. To fix 
an upper limit would be like trying to cure a 
fever by plugging your clinical thermometer 
at normal, and the only result would be thas 
you would burst your thermometer. The only 
remedy, he added, was to stop the issue of 
claims to currency in the form of Government 
expenditure and Government credits. There is, 
however, also the partial remedy of raising by 
means of extra deligence in industry, as ex- 
pressed in greatly augmented production, the 
ratio of goods to outstanding currency. 


Here is one of the foremost bankers of 
the world declaring that to place an arti- 
ficial limit on the currency of the country 
was like plugging a clinical thermometer 
at normal. The very essence of the note 
issue depends upon its elasticity, because 
it must rise and fall with the volume of 


the world’s business, and there must be 


some facile means to adjust it from time 
to time, according to the requirements of | 
trade and commerce. The proper body — 
to do this must be kept in close touch 
with the business and commercial life of 
the community, and all this indicates the — 


advisableness of the transfer to the con- ‘ \ 
trol of some central bankmg body pos: 


sessed of all the requisites which I have _ 
enumerated. me 

The Bill provides that there shall be a 
separate and distinct department of the 


bank, which will have mere whatever 


ha ASH 


- Meet Dig Gyr ke 


consequence to ae abminantiy. afoiin) - 
as it does so profoundly, its commercial (Bas 


to a: ue he Sane ata of ue, 
ain stitution. 
volve a greatly increased expenditure, 
and very probably the issue will cost less 
to operate than at present, because the 
whole of the staff and the machinery will 
be transferred. 
oh 18 intended to create,a Board of 
_ Directors, but not a costly body, such as 
-. ene generally associates with Boards of 
Directors and sub-departments of Go- 
_ yvernment. The Governor of the Bank 
is to be Chairman of the Board of Direc- 
“>> $0rs, 
another director shall be an officer of the 
Treasury, because, I think it well to 
keep up the liaison between the Trea- 
_ sury and the Bank. The other two mem- 
bers of the Board will be men of high 
eommercial repute from outside, who will 
devéte their time to this ork but. they 
will not be continuously engaged in their 
duties as directors of the Note Issue De- 
_ partment. They will be in much the 
same position as Savings Bank trustees. 
Sir Rospert Best.—Drawing fees for 
their attendance. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—For their ser- 
vices. 
Sir Roserr Brsr.—But only two 
As AeenY. drawing salaries. 
\» Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes. There 
Ps will be only two drawing salaries, and 
not necessarily from the fund at all. Hon- 
erable members will, I trust, eliminate 
_ from their minds the impression that the 
-ereation of this new Department is to 
involve additional expenditure to the Go- 
-vernment or to the Note Fund, as the 
hove is confidently held that the work can 
be conducted at less expense than at 
cae Tey and if not at less cost, certainly 
_ without any increase. The creation of a 
ie Pietinct sub-department of the Common- 
aes wealth Bank does not, therefore, involve 
ne any additional expense to the country. 
It must also be remembered that the 
notes, although issued by this sub-depart- 
ment of the Commonwealth Bank, will be 
none the less Australian notes. 
not to be Commonwealth Bank notes, 
because of the transfer; but will still be 
national notes, signed by the Governor of 


ary to the Treasury, or some other 
officer | appointed for the purpose, on the 
one ee ee ber two signatures 0 on 


Tt will not necessarily in- i 


world hag bas an: aoe to 3 


and it is provided in the Bill that, 


-eelve of any_other emergency apa 


They are © 


he Bank on the one hand .the Secre- 


thane is a. | provision d 
case of ney we shall 


se ae that ne 


aval 


be a. war or a. 
‘Lan 


requiring | Tent newae oe ; on 
yar of the Government. In ordi 


ob 


eee | ‘tall in ti 
grave emergency, and, therefore, i 


reserve power to resume conan’ 
sarees should the ie 


war, and if there 1 is such a 0: q 


about it. 
provision We been made for ca 
treme national crisis. 


ment twill continue to go. hae wa he 
vernment as at present. The Dep: 

will pay for itself, and the exp 
running it, and ae meeting the cost in- 
volved by the Board. This will eo it 
of a small commission, such as is 
charged for the transaction of such 
ness, and the oes soe will e 


notes, and. Oia 3 1S as 4 ae to ye. 
one and only object will be to se 
the circulation of ae currency o 
country is such as” is necessary 
reason of the trading. activities 


¥, ee f be yA st i , 
an? Set ed 
ir alt ‘4 Y 


4 yee 
7 


se profits, it is provided, shall not 
redound to the benefit of those who make 
Mes put shall revert to the Consoli- 
» dated, Revenue. 


“Mr. Tvpor.—Will this Bill. give the 
"Board power to issue more notes ‘than we 
are at present issuing? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes, or less, if 


, they so desire, 


2 Mr. Tupor.—On what. conditions ? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —QOn the same 


oy : eet Gris as at present. All the existing 
- safeguards are maintained. This Bill 
_ involves no new principles and cuts across 
no old principles. It simply transfers 
bodily to the Board the whole note issue. 
 I¢ interferes with practically nothing ex- 
cept the control, which it transfers from 
the Treasury to 4 new issue Department. 
That is really the purpose of the Bill. 
_ There are some amendments that I pro- 
pose to move when we go into Commit- 
tee. 


Sir Roserr Best.—tIs the Treasurer 
- going to deal with the question of re- 
~  gerves?. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. —Thave already 
indicated that I propose in Committee 
- to move to eliminate altogether clause 
-  €60(0). After discussing the question 

with the banks and receiving from them 

satisfactory assurances, I see no reason for 
‘persisting in it. ‘It is a provision which 
relates after all to new banking prin- 

ciples, and, therefore, should find its ap- 
_ propriate place in a new banking mea- 
_ sure, and not in a mere machinery Bill 
such as this purports to be. I am not 
so sure that the time is not near when 
a new banking Bill, designed to bring 
some of our ineeeds ‘and customs more 
_ into line with the advanced banking of 
v4 the world, would be a good thing for this 
ne ry to do. We are still behind, in 

»some measure, countries like America and 

1 en Britain, which have gone far ahead 

of the existing position here. My rea- 

son just now for not tackling the ques- 

tion of reserves is because it will find its 

Be erocniate place in the new banking 

- Bill which may at some time or other be 
, introduced rather than in this simple pro- 
posal for transferring the machinery of 
the note issue to a sub-Department of the 
‘eo ‘Commonwealth Bank. 


Mr. Ryan.—Is that the Bank’s objec- 
tion to the clause—that it should be in 


another Bill? y 


a 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is one of 
them. I say quite frankly that this is 


not a time to get into conflict with the 


banking institutions of the country. The 


position of things is far too serious for 
that. Instead of bringing the matter 
forward now it should be left for a more 
convenient season. 


ft may not be out of place to show 
how this Bill will stand in relation te 
what is taking place up and down 
the world generally. Things are moving 
and have. moved through the war 
with regard’ to many of these ques- 
tions, but altogether, J think, we 
have reason to congratulate ourselves 
on our present financial position in Aus- 
tralia. In my judgment, there is no coun- 


try to-day that, notwithstanding all the > 


stress and strain of the war, has its general 
financial affairs on so sound a basis as 
Australia. On this question of currency 


generally, we shall perhaps see the ad-_ 


vantage of some of the things we have 
done if we glance for a few minutes at 
what is being done elsewhere. JI have 
already spoken of the essential require 
ment of elasticity in any note issue, so 
that it may meet the seasonal and other 
necessities of the country from time to 


time. Take our present wheat harvest 


and our wool clip as an illustration of 
what I mean. In Canada, when her har- 
vests are being gathered in, notes are scat- 
tered all over the country. They are not 
legal tender notes, but notes which are 
permitted to be issued by the banks them- 
selves, The security for these notes is in 
the Central Banking Reserve of Canada, 
and 50 per cent. of that reserve consists of 
national notes. 

Mr. McWarirams.—The real semis 
is the wheat. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—In the last 
analysis the honorable member is_ per- 
fectly right. However much we may put 


sovereigns against notes, a pound’ s worth | 
of production is equal. to a sovereign in 


substantiality, if not in immediate facility. 


As my honorable friend suggests, in the — 
final resort the real backing of the bill is — 
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the solid substantial production of the | 3 


country. And so it comes about that — 
these notes are issued by the million in — 


" 


do ae ee look to an an Kennid y 
| “Mr. eels ot has Jali, hee 


ee in Pies of erises that has to es | 


done 1 in ‘pad country; but what we have 


ig Maruews. —Ts there any truth in 
a event that they want to collar 


Sir JOSEPH ‘COOK._We do not 
ropose to let them take it.’ As hon- 
rable members are aware, the Bank 
ve ngland. itself is the banker of the 

United Kingdom. 


oo Its construction a private We : 


at is a say, it has pine doped with 
due Aas to Government interests first 


“time. to ae appropriate profits, 

, however one may criticise them, 
nh ‘their very nature of the most 
te kind, the balance finding its way 


into useful channels for the coun- 


uring the war the Bank oo Puslaud 
upon itself the self-denying ord- 


e of refusing to make any profit ~ 


ver over that which it made in pre- 
ys. One should never forget that 


a the grat Bank oF ee. 


eee issuer of the currency of Eng- 


ey the war broke out, however, 


Goud : ‘currency notes to the 
a £362, 000,000 over and eee 


dy 


ke Spe ‘England. ; 
,000,000 o eur : 


world. 


sury, at Home. - : 

Mr, McWuttiams. 
writers now are agreeing ‘that 
serve is very largely a myth. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—By no 
Modern writers agree that, Be t 
have gold’in circulation or ‘ot 


the. purposes of usefulness in tré 
tivities those notes must bear 
nite relation to gold. mu 
strange to the honorable mem 
ing such views as, apparent] 
that all the. experienced | bankers 
world stick to that delusion, if 
it be; and I cannot believe | 
since the whole of the ban 
cee it so closely, and has a 
so, right down the centuries. 


Now, I have indicated ‘he 


existing in England. There is 
£362,000,000 in currency 


there is my little gold ae 


Pune little nad is held, “these ae h 
te raapial of the nation, ae t. 


dena. ie the iets world. 
The United States of J aes 


haps, further advanced i 
form than any other. col 
In this regard I shall quote 
late, Sir Edward ‘A. Holden who a 
i 


| ing Be! beaks. Te 
of the London Joint City 


Bank ‘Limited. This is 


; poi aye 


5 Ot 
“banking syste 
ests of the country, the framers of 

aw kept before them the necessity 


ould be dependent upon the demand of 
automatically expanding and contract- 
ording to the real requirements of the 
y- Their object was to ensure that when 


de is brisk the he will be increased. 


Ss ihe foremost banker in Eng- 
voices this view :— 


eir object was to ensure that when trade 
eh the notes will be increased. 


Be cient agreed to issue notes y the 
deral Reserve Banks on the a of 


ney could be obtained when teed dined 
it, by the discount of bills of exchange, but 
that the bills of exchange, being of short 
ate, their payment, when due, would neces- 
arily cause a contraction of the notes issued 
gainst them. A large and increasing. volume 
f trade entails an increased use of bills of 
exchange, and requires an’ expansion in cur- 
eney. ‘To provide for the expansion of the 
€urrency an issue of notes against bills of 
change — seems to be the simplest and safest 
ay ak | Mies trade requirements, but the 


Every banker of repute 
stir i to: the fundamental point that 
eine pees Ne paper, above, there 


Sir | Edward Holden 


en | i trade diminishés in volume, and the 
1 of bills of exchange outstanding is re- 
d, the total of notes outstanding must 
automatically be reduced. It will be 
bse ved that in this system the currency in 
reulation is not increased unless there has 
en a previous increase in the volume. of 
ds produced, as the bills of exchange which 
: discounted for currency must be com- 
al bills representing goods. Hence there 
imilar effect upon prices consequent on 
crease in currency obtained in this way, 
ould be the case when notes are issued 
securities not amid Sivek ee such 
Dry, ‘bills. | 


: neon ty h 
was. age in y ange. a at is to. say, se he 


opting a system under which the note 


Americans have worked, - 
Mair’ Federal Reserve Banks. 


have been goods produced worth £1, 
put a £1 note against them is not | 
flation of such a kind as to affect prices 
Mr. Jackson.—Would not that Holy 
particularly to export trade? | 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—To. all kinds of i 
trade. } 
Mr. Tupor. —What if we eat the cca 
which are worth the £1 note? The Bots), 
is still there, hut the goods have gone. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—In those cir- ; 
cumstances you will have eaten the note, 
because it will have been withdrawn. 
The idea expressed here is that you shall 
issue your notes against bills of exchange, 
When a bill of exchange is cancelled, 
your note comes in again ‘and is also can- 
celled. That is the true use and func- 
tion of a note, and the parallel’ with — 
us would be that your paper issue would | 
go out in harvest time and come in 
again when your harvest was over, and 
sales had taken place overseas, and 
when your exchanges had been made all 
over the world. This expert banker 
pointed out that to have a large issue 
against a large volume. of business, 
seasonal or otherwise, is not necessarily 
to inflate the issue in such a way as te) 
affect prices at all. 


Mr. Arxrnson. — Inflation occurs’ 
when more notes are issued than the de- : 
mands of business require. 3 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. — That is so. 
When we force notes upon the country — 
which the country does not want, for 
purposes of circulation, down goes their 
value. They create a fickibaeie and mis- — 
chievous credit, and serve no useful _ pure : 
pose. He continues— | ee 
As I said last year, the experience of. most 
State banks is that. commercial bills of ex- 


change are the best security on which wwe issue 
eurreney after gold. 


You can see the opinion that thekee mus 
be a gold backing running through every 
word of this statement. He says i 

effect, ‘‘ Make your note-issue as elast: 
aS possible. You need not circulate you 
gold, but there must always be gold 


whehever the public may demand — 
To continue the quotation— 


And. it has been on this basis than 
and have buil 


“made bye Penarah: Robi. ae 


serve, Bil ‘through the Senate, and 
a summed up the whole pene as ot 
us lows :— 


‘The central idea of the ene is elastic : 


a “eurrency issued against commercial paper and 
i) gold, expanding and contracting according to 
the needs of commerce. 

‘The reserve note is the most powerfully for- 
tified | note in the world. There is no proba- 
ity of any want of confidence arising with 
regard to this note, and it was intended that 
"there should be none. 

Under the reserve system a financial panic is 

impossible. People will not hoard currency, 
- nor hoard gold when they know that they can 
get currency or get gold when required. This 
_ Was an important object of those who prepared 

the Reserve Act. 
_ America no longer believes a financial panic 
possible, and, therefore, the business men, being 
perfectly assured as to the stability of credits, 
do not hesitate to enter manufacturing and 
commercial enterprises from which they “would 
be deterred under old conditions of unstable 
credit, 

The system has expanded the use of accept- 
ances and of chequesand drafts, has stimulated 
_ industry, ‘provided enlarged employment of 
labour, increased output, and greatly enhanced 
ie financial prestige of American banks. 

It has enabled the United States to place 
Coats bond issues and 


This is characteristically American— 
finance the world war. 
‘The Federal Reserve Banks of America 
are compelled by law to hold a cash reserve 
_ of 85 per cent against their deposit liabili- 
_ ties, and 40 per cent. in gold against their 
 eutstanding notes. The ordinary banks 
_earry little or no gold, the Federal Re- 


serve Banks having practically all the 


gold in America. The other banks carry 
, Baply | the notes issued against this gold. 
_ There i is a requirement in their Act, just 


as there is in the latest Currency Tssue’ 


Act of Great Britain, that everything 
ever a certain amount ‘shall have behind © 
it a national note—in Gréat Britain a 
| Bank of England note, and in America 


a note issued by the Padecal Bank Re-- 


serve. Thus credit has been mobilized 
I a way that was never possible before 
reserves being controlled and  concen- 
bone instead of being distributed among 
all the banks. The dollar has been 


it did formerly. This arrangement, 
ilthough a useful one to the country, has 
nevertheless proved a cause of the infla- 
ion of prices, and even before the war 


g that throughout. sit war ses pes 
r Joseph. Cook. 


merica, whe pioneered the Budseal: Re. 


oF made to do several times as much work 


re was a shght increase of prices in’ the reasons. why I propose - to eliming 
America due to it: And, notwithstand-_ 


ate nates. These me 5 age 
allowed to issue notes, but the notes 
not legal tender, and they must kee 
their cash reserves 50 per cent. of I 
minion. notes. Behind the - oe my 


mobilize fee mole. a permit, " 
banks to issue notes which are is: 


which we propose to give ie tie 
for the wheat delivered at the r. 
sidings. These certificates are not le, 
tender in any sense of the word, but are 
redeemable by the banks after the = ‘ 
and other produce have been sold. 


Mr. MoWiurams.—They are 
advance credit notes. ot, 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —That is 
what they are, and in essence they are 
same as the certificates which we if op 

to. givé to the farmers.’ ae 
Mr. Jowerr.—What — percentage 
gold do the Dominion banks hold ? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—There is 
legal minimum reserve which must be > 
held against deposit liabilities, but. 


Canada for November last show 
they then held deposits ee 
2, 104, 063,028 dollars, or £420, 812 


notes. The total gold in tha ‘Canatiee im 
banks, including the central reserve is, 
if I remember rightly, about 43° p 
cent. of the total note issue, as “again 
77 per cent. in Australia> The 
reserves held by the banks 2a 
their current and fixed deiposits, ti 
gether with the note issue, is equée 
to about 18 per cent. of their 
posits and note liabilities. Therefore, o 
proposal that the banks should hold 
per cent. in cash reserves cannot, by | 
stretch of the imagination, be termed. 
reasonable or extravagant. — Tn > 
countries this is Lineker? for in a 


the provision from this Bill, to incor- 
pee it, Mine later ie 


ne Commonwealth, 


: banking 1 measure when the time is con- 


venient for. its introduction. 


In Australia the banks throughout the 
exclusive of the Com- 


- monwealth Bank, had on deposit, both 


by way of. ; ay accounts and fixed de- 


: posit, during the quarter ended the 30th 
June 


last, an average amount. of 


(£214, 243, 000, against which they held in 


ing coin, 
Sasol, 126, 129, which ig equal to 23.86 per 
a cent, of the total deposits actually held, 
* as against 18 per cent. in Canada, again 


bullion, and Australian notes, 


showing that our position is a very strong 


3 The ordinary Australian banks, in- 
eluding the Commonwealth Bank, held 


during the June quarter of 1920 an 


‘: ale 
of the general 


average amount in Australian notes, in 


a round figures, of £34,500,000, and, in ad- 


dition to this, held gold gnd bullion to the 


extent of about £19,500,000. Of th® 


 £34,500,000 worth of Australian notes, 
- approximately £23,500,000 were in £1,000 


notes, and I am informed by the banks 
that they find these notes very handy for 
clearing purposes, in place of using gold 


_ certificates, which were formerly in use 


between the banks for this purpose. In 


order to ascertain the true note circula- 


tion of the Commonwealth, the amount of 
£34,500,000 held by the banks, or most 
53 it, should be deducted from the total 
The notes actually in the hands 
public, amounting to 
£22,000,000, represent the true circula- 


ce. --¥ $On. 


England, 
es Government activities and operations, that 
it has come to be regarded as the actual 
Bank of France in fact as well as in name. 
_ The Bank of France has’ no fixed legal 

_ reserves of gold, but the total note issue 


In France, another country with a 


highly inflated paper currency, the issue 
is made wholly by the Bank of France, 
which, although a private corporation, 


and privately owned, is, like the Bank of 
so intimately connected with 


must be covered by gold, silver, securities, 


and commercial papers. 
fact, 


As a matter of 
it carries very large metallic re- 


zy serves, composed of both gold and silver, 


and, since it may lawfully pay its obliga- 
A tions either in gold or silver, it can always 


protect its gold holding when necessary. 


The latest figures of the Bank of France, 


_ published under date the 8th January of 
a this. year, show that the actual note cir- 
i ulation at that. time, 


conver ted into 
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pounds 


Bank Bet. 618. : 
Chane was 


against which the following reserves were © 
held:— y 


pees: | 


Gold in France | 
Gold abroad 79,131,000 - 
Silver be 10,582,000 
Bills of exchange .. 64,687,000 


Making a grand total of.. £298,435,000 


The same conditions apply to other 
countries. Perhaps the following table 
of figures, showing the note issues of the 
world towards the end of 1919, will be 
interesting to honorable members -— 


War CouNTRIES. 


United Kingdom .. 
Bank of France .. 
Bank of Italy. 

Other Italian 

Bank of Germany 
Austro-Hungarian Bank 
Bank of Belgium 


494,829,000 
1,495,137,000 
478,217,000 
300,000,000 
1,623,018,000 
2,117,337,000 
188,549,000 


Bank of Greece 55,129,000 
Bank of Roumayia 152,038,000 . 
Bank of Bulgaria 98,424,000 
Bank .of Poland (say) 37,235,000 
Bank of Finland . 42,525,000. 


£7,082,438,000 


Russia and Turkey, not obtainable. 


NEUTRALS. 

Netherlands Bank 86,413,000 
Bank of Spain 154,074,000 
Swiss Bank es 37,838,000 
Bank of Sweden .. 39,289,000. 
Bank of Norway .. 23,771,000. 
Bank of Denmark 26,208,000 
Bank of Portugal (say) 


66,894,000 


Grand total, exclusive of 
Russia and Turkey .. £7,516,925,000 


Similar figures in 1914 showed a total 
note circulation of approximately 
£799,000,000, so that during the war 


‘period the note issue of the combined 


European countries expanded practically 
tenfold. This world-wide inflation, which 
no doubt has sent prices soaring, has 
affected prices in Australia in common 
with the rest of the world; but when we 
are discussing our own note issue we. - 
should never forget that, although we are ~ 
susceptible to the effect of the world’s vy. 
issue of notes upon prices generally, our — 
own issue is but a mere ‘drop in the — 
bucket. a 


-Now, may I go on to remark that A ae 
stead of the note issues of the world going — 
down, they are sti il going up: 


£1,520,396 ,000, A. 


He a ee 


y cu it was ok, on a bade speech 
ade. I have some very instructive 

1 s which I should like honorable 
ay ieee hear, During the gene 


8 000, 000, France by £3 30,000, 000, 
Great. Britain. by £25, 000,000, Germany 
y £500, 000,000. “On the other. hand, 
our note issue has gone down a little. At 
any rate, it has not gone up above what 
it was nine months ago, and since the 
\rmistice it has steadily declined until 
o-day it shows a 10 per cent. decrease on 
he amount of the issue at that time. In 
very other country of, the world there 
as been a sharp increase, and the up- 


ward tendency does not appear to have — 


een checked. Of course there are rea- 
ons for this. The world is still upside 
own. Production is still dislocated. 
Wars and rumours of wars still prevail. 
‘he time has not yet come when— 


“The common sense of most shall hold a 
- fretful realm in awe. 


nsettlement continues with the result- 
adverse effect on trading activi- 
In the meantime, people must live 
getting commodities to keep them 
ve and. by getting capital to establish 
w industries or revive old ones, and, 
n order to do so, they must create ficti- 
paper credits, which ean only be de- 
ated subsequently and finally when the 
production of the world has overtaken 
iption. Until that time comes’ 
shifts and expedients, for they are 


such, must continue to do duty in 


save and secure the trade and 

s of the world. 
€ point that emerges from all fie is 
early every country in the world © 
Ct pained sane which acts for 


a ee qth the best ex- _ 


aa opinion of the banking — 
La lieve we 3 are: on the ae 


no political consideration wh 


‘into the oy bean and ae 


Sir JOSEPH COOK, ee ae 
out that elsewhere the note is: 
creased, and that no successful 
yet been made to reduce the pap 
pencien: of the world. Rae. Sg: 


oa 


has inereased her note issu by 


Taghay © £899 000, 000, est 


marks at ao value, which, 


year iene the. 


‘over £25,000,000; 


GE “America, aly 0 
£11, 000, 000; Belgium, | 
Roumania,  °£13,000, 000; 


-£11,000,000; Australia, £345,956 


Wat date our note issue has de 
about £2, 000,000. The outsta oh 


is that, notwithstanding the 


of credits. as far as the bank 
ae do a all over the von 


000 


| © paper money 
a refer to. Ger- 


ae issue, pony the shire re- 
} ents: of solid stable. business must 


EP aiiok ar iia: countries to which 


lo the anate hanks please theinselves? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Nearly ’ all 


e note issues are under Government 


We ssues af the ie must express them- 
_ Selves i in increased prices. T’he great pro- 


‘ rency. Tt is all summed up in a state- 
ment I read last night, by Senator Hard- 
ing, the prospective, President of the 
United States of America, that “we in- 
- flated in haste, and we must deflate in de- 
_ liberation.’’ We hear every day demands 
os that the note isstte- shall be deflated at 


down, he publie works of the Stites 
‘herefore, 
works, £20, 000,000 worth of notes “was 


1e. notes’ @? 


‘ Bud ms ihe Hahisid them. That issue a 
notes may be said to be due solely to war 
neies; nobody would be justified 
in handing £20,000,000 from the 
und to the States for ue warlks. 


we. sdiolet nae i ithe up. the; assets. ie 


reasurer toe referred is the note 


in order to. continue those | 


are placed bebind the-. notes. All 

banks of the world. adopt the»policy .o: 
putting their notes behind their trading 
bills, so that as the one cancels, the other 
also. automatically cancels. The note — 
goes out and does its work, and when it 
comes back it is destroyed. But our note — 
issue.is tied up in assets which are not im- | 
mediately realizable, although’ I have no 

doubt that. as time goes on we shall be 


/able to realize on them. This is how the Ve 


note issue is invested at the present mo- 
ment :— oe 


Commonwealth Government In- ae 
scribed Stock ae! .. £3,830,000 
Commonwealth Government. In- ee, 
scribed Stock and Bonds. (War Pasaiin 
Issue} ; 63 640 
#Commonwealth — Treasury- pills for ; 
Works 4,918, 263 
Commonwealth Treasury- pills for 
War Purposes 902, 629 
State Government Securities— Teg a 
New South Wales Treasury- ‘hits 
bills : he pee a 
Vietorian Government Deben- by 
tures (face value, £800,000) .. 784,000 
Victorian Government Deben- 
tures 3,900,000 
- Victorian Government ‘Securities 583, 000 
Queensland Government Securi- 
ties 1,490,000 
South Australian Treasury- pills 2,600,000 — 
Western Australian Stock - 590,000 
Western Australian Treasury- _ pee 
bills 3,100,000 
Western Australian Gov ernment ay 
Securities oe 335,000 © 
: : 160,000. 
Tasmanian Inseribed mack 300,000 _ 
Tasmanian Treasury-bills 1,000,000 
Tasmanian Government Securi- ne Costa 
_ ties 469,000 — 
Advances’ and Fixed Deposits— | ee 8 
Sundry Banks .. ~.  5,426;600 


£37,852,183 


Victorian Government debentures are re 
deemable five yeans after the end of the 
war, but not later than 1925. So it is — 
Hath most of this debt; it does not mature — 
before 1925. It is that kind of locked up 
security against which our notes were 
issued during a period of war and upset. 

Therefore, the bulk of our note issue to 
day is set against a kind of security whi 7m 
is not ener realizable. Me a 


note issue increased yee paca a Ww eh 
was in Pere ane it ‘was pocorn to. 


| public works, just in the same way as the — 
currency notes were issued by the Im- 
- perial Government. | ‘The ordinary bank- 
ing conditions appertaining to the Bank 
| of England could not meet the extra- 
eudinary conditions that had arisen in 
the Mother Country. So the Imperial 
Government issued notes of its own to 
the amount of £362,000,000. The Im- 
- perial. Parliament recently passed a Bill 
which provided that the issue, as it then 
stood, namely, £320,000,000—it has since 


been ‘increased—should ‘be the standard 


for the issuing of notes in the subsequent 
year. If the issue exceeds that amount, 
for every note issued a corresponding 
_ Bank of England note is to be set against 
it. There is no gold or bullion backing 
at all, but just the Bank of England note, 
Pohick of course, is almost bul to gold, 
“because behind every Bank of England 

he oe is about a sovereign. 

_ Mr. Tupor. — If the Bank issues a 
he against every sovereign, and the Im- 
_ perial Government issue other notes 
against the Bank of England notes, there 
- will not be a sovereign to back each note. _ 

SirsJ OSE PH COOK.—That is what 
Yam pointing out. England to-day has 
issued £362,000,000 worth of Treasury- 
pills, which have very little bullion back- 
ing at all. There 1s some parallel between 
them and our note issue during the war. 
Therefore, when people outside Parlia- 
ment ask airily and thoughtlessly why we 
do not reduce the note issue, the main 
‘answer is the reason I have stated, 
“namely, that the note issue has been set 
against an asset which will not be 

- yealizable for some time. Every effort 
ought to be made to get the paper cur- 
rency reduced; but I frankly confess that 
there does not appear to be very much 
“prospect of making any appreciable on- 

ue - slaught on the present bulk of the note 
issue, having regard to the immediate re- 
- quirements of our trade and commerce. 

_ We propose to issue- wheat certificates 
almost immediately. The banks are go- 
ct se EO honour this promise with an imme- 
jate cash payment of 2s. 6d. per bushel. 
Mr. McWittiams.—Will that be an 
addition to the present circulation ? 
_ Sir JOSEPH COOK.—No. But, in 
order that the banks may carry on their 
ordinary customers, and meet these 


tal eo extraordinary - ‘measures ‘to continue 


wheat certificates: at ba moment, , they 


ci ‘Benak Laon — 
‘that you want a little more 
able you to do a bigger bus ness, 
. Sir JOSEPH COOK. ! That ; is exac 
the position. - Having ae to the 


note issue even higher than. cs 
That, after all, will not meas 
flation of the issue, since behi 
note that may be issued there i solid 
and almost immediately realizab e asset, 
which will cancel it the moment 
realization is made. And, there: 
Sir Edward Holden poi 
long as you. have your note 
set against your trading — ‘bill 
one automatically cancelling the othe 
no increase in prices results from $ 
issue. In other words, if your note 


hifor gold is the basis honsatle it a 
time—there ig no necessary ‘inflati 
-Inflation does not mean bigness or vo 
ume of issue. It occurs only 
paper money is being forced 
country which does not want it, 
therefore, depreciates accordingly. 
In addition to the £20,000 “000 . 
which I have spoken, there is. another 
item, of £3,500,000, which consists of 
advances to asia for fmancing -whea 
wool, war loans, gratuities, and such-lik 
things. All that is realizable, and 
the money comes back, unless, dos 
meantime, the banks want more for 
purpose of financing the present har 
it should lead to an automatic redu 
of the note issue. It looks, however 
if the banks will want more, and 
less, until the tremendous harvest 
beer ee with, | 
Srewart.—What eat the Go : 
ment charge the banks for such advances 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Five and 
half per cent. For every note tha; 


will pay 5h per cent., just ph 
to pay them 6 per cent. for any ac 
modation we may require. — 

There is yet ae item, 


of that pane is in the Sone) pe os 
no ue ea in peel of that item, oe 


will have’ upon prices, ecanse a. 


oe io Novensan, | 1920.) 


Ue ane S21: 


Bank Bill. 


6185 


: Dractically aie We yee wen is- 

by? 600, 000 to ourselves to provide 
or the construction of our own public 
_ works during the war. That, again, hon- 
3h orable members will see, is tied up, and 
4 rae be for some time to come. 


a ae 


the £20, 000,000 and the item of 


Aas as. Selle £30,000,000 of these 
notes set against the pabhe works of Aus- 


_Hxcror Lamonp.—A non-liquid 


; "Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Non-liquid, and 
rs) ne realizable for the present. 

_ To deflate this note issue, one or two 
rs things would have, to be done, and 
when I mention them, honorable mem- 
bers will see that after all the defla- 
 ticn would not really be a real deflation. 
If we were to attempt it, it would be 
only a bluff. For instance, we could 
immediately return to the banks the 
~£10,000,000 in gold that we got from 

3 them at the beginning of the war, and 
cancel the note issue to the extent of 
£10,000,000. But would that make any 
impression on the prices ruling in this 
country? The mere taking of the gold 

_ out of the Commonwealth Treasury and 
_ putting it into the coffers of the banks 
would not express itself in any shape or 
form in the prices of the country. We 

- could also float another loan, and deal 
with the public works item in that way. 

- But if we were to float another loan of 
_  £20,000,000 we should simply change 
an inflation of credit for an inflation 
of currency. The one would imme- 
diately cancel any benefit arising from 
the other. And so the whole pro- 
- cess. would go on. All that. we can 
do in regard to these war emergency 
~ notes is iS make a systematic and bond 
_ fide effort to appropriate these moneys, 
when they are repaid, for the cancella- 
tion of the notes. A great consideration 

_ to be looked to always in the issue of this 

- paper money is that it shall be issued in 
terms of a definite contract, and that 
that contract cancels itself ‘when the date 
aie. maturity comes round. Your note 
goes out to do the specific kind of work 
-.to which it is specifically alictted. When 
AD that work is done, thé work of your note 
wags dene, and it is automatically destroyed. 
. That is ds one reason Why Hee public cannob 


Mr JowrEetTT.—That is in addition to 
nae 3, 500, 000 to which the Treasurer has re-’ 


be TO at once in the destruc- 
tion of cur large note issue. 
same reason it cannot be done in mah: 
other part of the world. : 

We may, on a comparative review, con- 
gratulate ourselves that while the issues 
of every other country, neutral and bel- 
ligerent, during the late war have gone 
up, our issue has gone down in the same 


period. 


For the — 


That reminds me of anounee note 
which I shall mention in conelusion. We 
are hearing to-day of the stress and strain 


on eredits in London. 
bers know, 


As honorable mem- 
the positicn there is very 


acute, and we are trying to deal with 
it. I have had several wonterenees with 
the bankers, but it is not we so much as 
the banks Ehonialies who are in trouble ' 


in London. 


purchases 


tomers. 


there is 


honorable 


means ? 


the Gold Producers 


there is an export of 


the time. 


They have permitted large 


Those 


to. be,made. by their cus- 


large purchases are 
now being delivered, and tempor: rily 
a dearth of® credit 
part of the banks in London. 
are setting up the plea there that we 
should export our gold for the purpose 
of establishing these credits there. That 
would be a very easy way of doing it, but 
it would not be fair to Australia to per- 
mit it to be done, for the reason that 
our gold in- “Australia. to- day is £54,000 
less than it wag when the war began. Do 


on the 
Thev 


members realize what that 


It méans that all the current 
gold that has been won in this country 
during the war has been shipped away— 
for the last two years, of course, through 


Association—so that 
f gold going on all 


Last year gold to the value of 


£4,500,000 was 


pied iin: 


ship our reserves of 


banks. 


moment to permit that 


exported through this 
In addition to that, 
two of the banks here, and ‘aise the 
banks in London, 
ship this gold as we are doing through 
the Gold Pyad vans As sociation, 


want us not 


ohe or. 
only to. 


but. ok 


gold thr ough the 


I do not, see my way at the 


to -be done. 


Moreover, the bulk of the bankers of 
‘Australia are opposed to it, for the simple 
and sufficient reason that, although we 
have at present plenty of gold cover, we 
have not too much for our expanding re 


quirements. 


them. 


T hat 


Our deposits in the banks 
are 55 per cent./more than they were at. : 
the beginning of the war, and 
practically the same gold reserves against — 


1g 


cne reason 


we have” 


why we 


sannot ce he donde of Sohis oid” 
reserve as suggested; and, having regard 
oy to our immediate commitments in the 
shape of the harvest and hi the other 
| developments going on in. Australia 
at present, we want the ast basis we 
wae get to cover the circulation of 
sade ‘activities in Australia. Thus, 
ok it would be easy in this way 
to relieve ourselves in London at. the 
“moment, I am afraid the position will 
eis itself into what is taking place in 
every country as well as in our own, and 
that is that we shall have to cut our 
ae according to our cloth. If we have 
not the money to pay for abnormal im- 
. portations’ we shall have to slacken off 
“importations, and do without that for 
which we cannot pay in the ordinary nor- 
camel way. 


Meantime the position here is. abso- 

— dutely sound, and we may congratulate 
ourselves upon it. In my judgment, how- 

- ever, there will be no deflation of prices 
an any country until the supplies of the 
world have overtaken the demands of the 
world. ‘That is the real basic cause of the 
_resent increase in prices. It is not so 
-mauch our currency: , 
Mr. Tupor—Much of the increase in 

. prices that has taken place can be ac- 
_ eounted for by the fact that.a lot of men 


“were diverted from productive to non- 


etre industry. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The upset. of 


war has been the chief reason. The note 
“issues of the w rorld but measure the ne- 
“ gessities of the world. The moment 


those necessities have been relieved, but: 


not till then, the note issues of the santa 

] will begin £5 decrease. That is the basie 
_@nuse af the trouble, and it is there that 
“we must seek the remedy. Meam while, in 
“handing | over the control of the note issue 

ae independent Board im the Common- 

- wealth Bank, I think we are taking a 
Step | in the right direction. At any rate, 
when it is taken the eritics will not have 

ee criticise the Treasurer. 

“Mr. Hector Lamonp.—That is not, a 


over to the Board. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—1I aa that, 
it I have given; I hope, sufficient. addi- 
ional reasons for our proposal. The 
sons are that. the Bank is in closer 
ouch 


activities, it can afford to do so 
‘same terms and wane cores as 8 the, 


matter in that way? 


ufficient reason for passing the note issue | 
“in the case of our own Bank, e 


than ae ee Wane he Big have jus oe 


‘the ‘requirements 8 ie ; 


issue, dav securing ike notes 
that they are placed. against 
are self- cancelling in their cha 
am ipeppoeie to take out of 


the note issue may be invonadl in hi 
nary business of the Oommor 
Bank, because I do not think the 

in that regard’ should be given privi ey 
which other banks do not sas 7 


Mr. Tupor. —iWhy not? 
eta 


of ipa Soh ines transactions 
| Me. “ AMES Pace. a would | 


ead 
banks. 
Mr. Tupor.—_I would. 7%) yee: 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I. kun 
honorable member would, but I do 
see the necessity for it. If the Comme 
wealth Bank imdulges in ordinary - 


deans at handicap 


banks. pe 
(Mr. Tupor.—I am not going BS 
tress up the private banks as te 
Commonwealth Bank. : 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. ey e 
Why does the honorable member p 
Ido. pot: 
Mr. Tupor.—Since this Bill was 
troduced it has been amended to s 
private banks, to the detriment of 
Cotimonwealth Bank) jx 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. hat is 
I hope the honorable member will 
out the facts which he thinks © 
that statement. JI may say that, a 
proper ae I ti to ge a 


ee 120 rua That. ail ae provi 


what may be done with pinta a to. 
other bank. an 
Mr, yen eke Laatonp. —Then, ae 


I Edionebihent for the whole busi- 
y There 18 provision to that end in 
All i am here suggesting 18 


Ww Pie to compete with other banks for 
ordinary business, it shall do so on the 
ame terms and conditions; which, of 
irse, is the essence of fairness, And 


oy Ith Bank ea ee many advantages 
_I want to see the 


p ras “the years go be and that in ne 
so it shall minister to the financial sta- 
ility of the country. I want to see our 
currency and reserves removed from any 
possible political interference, and to see 
the whole scheme placed upon a proper 
banking footing, such as obtains in other 
parts of the world to-day. I commend 
these proposals to the consideration of the 
“f ‘House. 

Debate (on motion by Mr. Tupor) ad- 
a Jwared. 


oe PASSPORES, “BILL. 

- In Committee (Consideration resumed 
from 26th October, vide page pai0): 

~ Clause 5— % 


Ng (1) Any person entering the Commonwealth, 
who is required to be in possession of a pass- 
port, shall, if required, give up his passport 
to an officer, before leaving the vessel in which 
he has_ entered the Commonwealth. 


Mr, TUDOR (Yarra) [3.4]—This is 


the first clause which makes mention of 


bgcurt There 3 is no inc: on our 
statute-book demanding a person’s pos- 
session of a passport upon entering this 
country. This: measure makes provision 
' for persons who are about to leave Aus- 
tralia being required to possess them- 
selves: of a passport’ for the reason that 
without ene they will be unable to euter 
any other country. But from what source 
do the Government derive the right to 
“demand that a traveller shal] have a 


“Mr. Poca SS person oa oes 
,other country without having one. 


ba case may. be, shall ees, be void. 


ae TUDOR. hae am oppieed 4 Pe “this 
system entirely. | ve | 

Mr. Poywion.—Does the Kotonable s 
member wish to let any one come into the | 
Commonwealth without let or hindrance? — 

Mr. TUDOR.—There are other Bills 
about to come before this House for con- — 
sideration, including the Aliens Regis- — 
tration Bill and the Immigration Bill. 
In those measures the Government pro- 
pose to take to themselves, by enactment, 
powers which they wielded under the © 
War Precautions Act and its regulations. 
At the proper time I shall oppose those 
proposals and indicate my reasons for 
doing so, 

Mr. Poynron.—Does the honorable 
member wish to make Australia a dump- 
ing ground for all the derelicts of the 
world ? 

Mr. TUDOR.—I do not; but I do nob 
forget that there are members of the Go- — 
vernment who, because of a man’s poli- 
tical opinions, would seek to prevent him 
from coming into Australia. If the Go- 
vernment intend that no man shall enter 
this country: without being able to fur- 
nish a passport, let them make specifie 
provision in this or some other Bill. 

Mr. Poynron.—No one can leave anv 


other country without a passport, unless” 


he stows away. 
Mr. TUDOR.—Many better men than 
the Minister or myself have stowed away. 
In this Bill we are proceeding upon 
wrong lines, and I strongly protest agaitisy | 
it, | 
Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 
Home and Territories) [3.9].—I have al- 
ready indicated that any person who de- 
sires to leave another country with the — 
yntention of entering this must first pro- 
cure a passport. That passport is ex- 
amined upon thearrival of the individual — 
in Australia. In some cases it may be 
collected, while in others it may be re- ~ 
tained by the party concerned. If the — 
views of the Wanorit member for Yarra — 
(Mr. Tudor) were adopted, there would — 
be no control over the type of individual 
who sought to come into Australia. oto a 
Clause agreed to. 
Clause 6— 
A passport or permit or pass to leave ee 
Commonwealth, issued by or under the autho 
rity of the Government of the Commonwealth 
may be cancelled by the permanent head of 
the Department controlling the issue of pas: 


ports, or by some person théreto waploE os 
by him, and the passport, permit, or pass, a 


wa 


aera ‘Is the term “ Pinca head ”’ 
-defin ed in this measure, or eperinealys 
oe anywhere else ? 

_. Mr. Maxweti.—He ond be the de 
facto permanent head. 

_ Mr. RYAN.—Whom would the honor- 
yc able member call the de facto permanent 
head? 


The Minister is the head of a 
Department. 
Mr.’ Maxweri.—But he. is not We 


eae permanent head. 
io RYAN} dataniend that, of 
course. I am raising the point concern- 
ae whether: it is desirable to place such 

_ power in the hands of such a person. 

— Mr. McWitttams. —Actually, in every 

“instance, the Minister himself is meant. 

petit) ba RYAN.—No, Then the Minis- 

ter is responsible to Parliament, but the 
permanent head is net. Why not give 
this power to the responsible Minister ? 
I invite an explanation upon this matter. 
Mr, JAMES PAGE (Maranoa ) Avs a ei 
i move-— 

. That the words ‘‘ permanent heagd’’ be left 
out with a view to inserting in lieu thereof 
_ the word ‘‘ Minister ’”’ 

No permanent head should have the 
right to say who shall come into or go 
_ out of the Commonwealth. The Minis- 
ter is the person responsible to Parlia- 
“ment. 
Mr. MAHON (Kalgoorlie) [3.13].— 
ee ‘The amendment is very necessary. ‘The 
- permanent head of a Department is, of 
course, a responsible official; but he is 
Rot answerable to this Parliament. while 
ie the Minister is. The clause is defective 
in another respect. No explanation is 
ee provided to be given to the person whoge 
, passport is cancelled. He should be en- 
titled to hear the reason. The clause 
: may be made an instrument of great in- 
ustice. There should be some provision, 
either here or in some other part of the 
ill, for the rendering of an official ex- 
lanation, and to provide also for the 
right. of appeal to the Government. 
Mr. McWirriiams.—Does 
able member 
Cabinet’ ? 
Mr. MAHON. —_Yes, if necessary. ‘Of 
urse, one can appeal to the Cabinet 
n w, I take it; but there should be 
cific provision that, while it may be 


° 


ithin the discretion of a es to- 


power. should be given to the 


head of the apg 


ment to which it refers ‘shade be void. 


The eee a for ae 


the honor- — 
mean an appeal to the 


| Meadinent. T nal support. it. 


unless the Midtcier can ea 


head of the Department. It ie 
anomalous that a passport uae wit 
authority of the Government 
liable to cancellation Py ae 


hient. Banas b 
Amendment agreed to. 


to— 


That the ie words be oe 
‘and any person haying in his pos 

or under his contro] any such pai 
permit or pass shall, on demanc 

an officer, forthwith ‘deliver 0) 

the officer. 
Penalty : Fifty pounds, or : 

ment for three months.” 

“2. The visé or indorsement on an, 
port may be cancelled by the Minister 
Department controlling the issue of p 
or by some person authorized thereto 
by, notice in writing given to the pe 
whom the passport was issued, and aft 
notice has been served on the ‘person 
the passport was issued¥ the visé or 


**3. Any officer may take possession — 
Passport bearing a visé or indorsement in 
spect of which a notice has been serve 
this section, and any person having 
possession or under his control any 
port shall on demand by an officer orth 
deliver it up to the officer. a 
_ Penalty : Fifty pounds, or imprisom 
three months.’’. 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney). [3 


“That 


ber’s fet ethan, c all evontae ‘in . reg 
to cases in which the - persons. whos 
ports are cancelled require reasons fo: 
ee on The cancellation: is 


Mr. eign Bae ip! math 


any eae case. 
- Mr. RYAN, —Parliament might ae be 


EBownron. —I cannot Bécobt: the 
Picton, 


Mi: yf ‘su 

oe Mr. MAHON (Kalgoorlie) [3.22]—lIf 
the Minister will not provide for the giv- 

ait ing of re4sons for the cancellation of a 


passport, should they be demanded, he 
might at least agree to an amendment 
providing that a list of cancelled pass- 
ye ports, together with the reasons for their 
+ _Eancelation should be laid before Par- 
_liament at the beginning of each session. 

Mr. Poynton.—Parliament can at any 
time demand of any Minister a statement 
_ regarding any of his actions. I see no 
need for a provision such as the honor- 
able member suggests. ! 

-. Mr. MAHON.—There is a similar pro- 

vision in the Immigration Restriction 
Act. <A minority in Parliament cannot 
- eompel a Minister to do what he does not 
_ wish to do. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
‘ Clause 7— 
Any person who-- 

(a) being the master of a vessel, dis- 
charges any alien seaman, signed on 
outside the Commonwealth, who has 
not previously lodged his passport 
with an officer authorized to receive 

aay it, or who has not previously been 
exempted from this requirement; or 

({b) knowingly harbors any. person whom 
he knows, or has reasonable grounds 
for supposing, to have acted in con- 
travention of this Act or the regu: 
lations made under this Act, 

shall be guilty of an offence. 
_ Penalty: One hundred pounds, or imprison- 
ment for six months. 


‘Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [3. 94]. — 
Tt seems to me that this clause may work 
hardship when read in conjunction with 
a previous clause. The crew of a vessel 
_ may be discharged in Australia, or have 
- good reasons for leaving the ship here, 
or may be landed after a shipwreck, but 
it they have not provided themselves with 
passports they cannot remain here. It 
has frequently occurred in Newcastle that 
- erews have been discharged, or have left 
_ their ships because of the treatment they 
_ had received, and, under the law as it 
stands, they have been able to get em- 
_. ployment ashore, and have probably 
_ proved worthy citizens. But in future 
that will be prevented should they not 

have provided themselves with passports. 


4 nag F , ee. : 


os 


Provision should be made for dealing | 
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with ne cepa cases which will: 
arise from time to time. ‘Hitherto men 
coming to Australia in this way have 


often remained here and become good citi- 


zens, frequently getting naturalized after 
the necessary period of residence. | 

Mr. Poynron. — The clause applies 
only to alien seamen who could not get 
into Australia except on the aM 
of passports. Y 

Mr. CHARLTON.—It is to alien sea- 
men that I am referring. © Under the 
clause as it stands men who, because they 
did not foresee that they would be dis- 
eharged or would leave their vessels in 
Australia, did not provide themselves 


‘with passports, will be sent out of the 


country. \We ought not to put obstacles 
in the way of increasing our population. 

Mr. RYAN (\West Sydney) [3.28].—It 
seems to me that there is a good deal in 
the contention of the honorable member 
for Hunter (Mr. Charlton), and that a 
reply should be made by the Minister. 
Is there means for remedying the facet 
that the men have not passports, in cases : 
where it should be remedied ? 

Mr. Poynron.—The object of aid 
clause is to prevent aliens from getting 
into the country as seamen, who could not 
get into it under other conditions: The 
practice is to meet such eases if, on 
examination, it. is proved that the per- 
sons concerned are of good character, and 
that the circumstances justify it. 

Mr. RYA'N.—Do ‘I understand the 
Minister to give the assurance that this 
will be done in all cases where it should 
be done? 

Mr. Pornron.—Undoubtedly. 


Mr. STEWART (Wimmera) [3 50h 
The Minister’s defence of the clause is — 
that we ought not to allow alien seamen — 
to come to Australia without running the 
gauntlet of the passport system which ap- 
phes to other aliens, because, if we did, 
aliens wishing to enter without passports 
would do so by coming here as seamen. 
It must be remembered, however, that a 
crew of alien seamen might be ship- 
wrecked on our coast. 

Mr. Poynron.—Would not a ship- 
wrecked crew be dealt with considerately, 


by any Minister? 


Mr. STEWART.—But in other cases 
men who have signed on for the round 
voyage from the United Kingdom or the 
Continent to Australia and back again i 


S$ and ae these seamen are ‘nob pos- 1 
d of passports they will be compelled yj 
carr, out their contracts and return 
the ports at which they signed son. tes 
3 men ought to be placed in the” Vr “MAHON. (alee 
of being able to appeal to some The Minister is fairly e 


which would enable them toe under , what criminal We iy 
- legislati 
from: the present system, which is officer. ‘is. uthonee d to arrest . 


not fair to the average alien on suspicion that he al about m 
an offence? 
Mr. Poynron.—If you ies 
your back yard, you know that 
about. 4 comune an offence. ie 


irs: Povnron. —The Immigration Re- 
triction Act provides that aliens must 
of good health, and must comply with 
-eertain conditions before they are eligible 
is to land in Australia. Unless some check 
is provided quite a number of alien sea- 
men, who might not prove to be good 
citizens, | could be dumped down here. 
he usual practice in the case of alien whom he ‘thinks is. 
- peamen. discharged i in an Australian port. an offence. . ! 
and permitted to remain here is to in- Mr. Poyyroy.—A similar prov 
Quire whether they are of good character has been in eats in the In ? 
ind are in good health and so forth. 

Mr. STEWART .—If that practice will 

ply in the case of seamen who, bois 

though not possessed of passports, wish Uae M AHON. ey ied ba leas du 
to leave their vessels and remain in Aus- ‘Hie ‘Maniater would tatoue fe i ete 

alia, I am satisfied. 

3 | with ie vaya section. 

Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [3.33].— 
Will the Minister be willing to reduce 
the penalty for this offence, which does 
hc gee ae ce a very SR one?| As sould, ue more Heyer a tl 

Ss now or six months’ imprison- — 
r ent it will make the offender liable to. deine iste Laer: ana 
have his certificate of naturalization 
rawn, under the provisions of the 


M do so, I move— 
Bente Bill. 


That the vida aol me or Doing stot fom 
be iain out, 
WCiby elie fon 


id Territories) [3.34]. Although | 
lty provided is not the minimum picious ease or turn 0 min 
1 prepared to meet the honorable Might have a grudge against another 
rf move; son, and if that person shows any 
e words "* One hnindred ” be left hove tion of committing an offence — 
power to anticipate that a crime 
to be committed and effect his 
Me _Poxwron. Mies 7 dda 


Fae. officer, may ahoat Shree 
three” inserted in lieu thereof. | any person reasonably supposed t be 


: hibited immigrant offending again 
Ss amended, oF to. and ‘no. Dereey shal] resist or 


arrest, _ Tes 
the ieoalatiae senda: under this — My ‘MAHON. na do. no ( tke 
is reasonably suspected of having os tO the words ‘ onabl 


ng about so to act, may be taken ~ of having So acted, ”? oth 


stody without warrant by any officer — i cc eee 
one oF oliee, or by any person author to the w ords reasonabl 


Poexcox ie you ask a 
eaught on your premises to wait 
you went somewhere else to get 


- MAHON. 1 ere is no parallel 


tween. the two cases. In the one case 


to be. In ea case a man may be 
ard a vessel where he has a right 
y be. In any case the Minister has the 
wer to act where a person is “ reason- 
ly” suspected of having committed an 


ence,’ sak I ist to giving an eee 


ce of ‘the point put forward by the 
‘honorable member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. 
Mahon). The offences that can be com- 
mitted against the Act are those of leav- 
ing Australia without a passport and 
coming into it without a passport. The 
words “reasonably suspected” can only 
yply to persons wanting to land from a 
ae sathout a pein because there is 


i eas any a reasonable suspicion hat an 
ffence*is about to be committed there 
“s pa be Hes oe time ate him to 


ing that any person committing the 
mee or about to commit it is lable 
: The legality 
hs: arrest eoke then depend on whe- 


H Mneadnieat: egetivod: iM 

- Clause agreed to. 29” 

Clause Dre 4 ee as Coa 
Way Any person who, for the purpose of ob 

Gees a passport, makes any false or. ‘mis 


leading statement, whether in writing or ver 
bally, shall be guilty of an cad ei 


° ® ° 


Penalty: One hundred pandas or imprison: 
ment for six months. 
Amendment (by Mr. Poxxtox) agreed 
eit : i 
That after the word ‘ passport,’’ line 2 ‘ie: 
following words be inserted ‘“‘or a ‘vise | LOX 
indorsement of a passport’’. é aide 

Mr. Ryan.—The Minister was very 
reasonable -in agreeing to reduce the 
penalty in an earlier clause, and I hope — 
he will agree to correspondingly reduce — 4 
the penalty in this clause. ae 

Amendment (by Mr. Pornron) agreed 
to— es 
That the words ‘One hundred” and’ six”? 


be struck out and the words “Fifty? ee 
“three” be inserted in lieu thereof. = 


Clause, as amended, agreed to. 

Clause 10 agreed to. 

Title agreed to. : eae 
Bill reported with amendments, 
Motion (by Mr. Pornzon) agreed to. 


That the Bill be raonieetod for the further : 
consideration. of clause 3. 


In Committee (Recommittal) : 
Clause 3— ; 


(1) Subject to this Act, no person who ‘is, 
or appears to an officer to be more than sixteen 
years of age, shall embark at any place: in 
the Commonwealth for’ a journey to any Bae 
beyond the Commonwealth unless— 


(a) he is the holder of a passport or biker | : 
document authorizing his departures s 
and % 

(b) his passport has been viséed or in 
dorsed in the prescribed manner f 
that journey. ; 

Penalty: One hundred pounds, or impriso 
ment for six months. 

(2) Sub-section (1) 
not aPRY to— 


of this section | 


who signs on aR Australia for 
oversea voyage, and who satisfies a 
officer that he is by oceupation 
seafaring man; 
Ce § any person visiting New Zealand, 0 
* leaving the Commonwealth to set a 
in New Zealand, if he is in posses: 
sion of a permit to visit New J Me 
land, or to leave Mee Commonwea t 


axh 


the proper Wnthoriene! in the C m- 
LN, smonwealth, : and Me fe travels | 


--yisit the Commonwealth issued by 


_Jand; 


~~: 


oe * \ wee ° ° 


: If” any suck anion is granted sub- 
ject te any condition, and the person to whom 
it is. granted fails to comply with the condi- 
on, he shall be guilty of an offence. ; 
Penalty: Fifty ‘pounds, | or ean for 
hree_ months. 


ah ‘mendments ~ (by Ate ‘Porxrox) 
a ee toe e | | 
'< That after the word’ “ chee “in para 
on graph (b) of sub-clause 1 the following words 
 ‘besinserted “and the visé or obin ree has 
Re been. cancelled ”. 
That the words ‘ One hundred”? and ‘six’ 
| ‘in sub-clause 1 be struck out and the nee 
ae “Witty”? and ‘‘three’? be inserted in lieu 
thereof. ee: 
ie Rat in sub-clause 2, after paragraph (c), 
4 ae ities paragraph be inserted:— 
. “¢ea) any natural-born British | subject 
leaving the Commonwealth | for 
ie “New Zealand.” 
That after the word “person” in paragraph 
(d) of sub-clause 2 the following words be 
inserted “ (other than a natural-born British 
| subject) ” 
> ‘That the words “ and if he travels in a vessel 
trading solely between the Commonwealth and 
New Zealand”, ifparagraph (d) of sub-clause 
, be left out. 
‘That after the word “person” in paragraph 
ey COE sub- elause 2 the following words be in- 


 serted “ (other than. a natural-born British — 


ie ae) 

Oe pet the words ‘‘ One hundred’”’ and ‘‘ six ’’ 
i oe sub-clause 4 be. left out and the Si 
ci yey 72. and ‘‘ three ”? be inserted in. leu 
_ thereof. | i 
. Bill reported with firiee amend- 
ments; reports adopted. 

Standing Orders Nea ia at Bull 
ead a third time. 


ALIENS REGISTRATION BILL. 
Srconp ReEapine. 


M : _POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 
ome — and Territories) — [8.58]. — I 


“considerable time there has ae 
y as to when the Government pro- 
1S get rid of the regulations under 

a ee P recautions Act. This Bill pro- 
es to. repeal a m mber of them, 
, Statutory Rules Nos. 176, 216, 


(e) a person eae: is. ae Paaland, oo 
if he is in possession of a permit to. 


_ the proper authorities: in pease Lea- 


81 of 1916, Nos. 7, 97, 107, 


n enacting many | Ee he co 


“pose a ree Bar is to fe 
tration of aliens in the ae mmo 


are now ord ane pe B Il will no 
require them to re-register. “Acco. din 
toa statement made by — the 
for Defence (Senator Pearce) whe 
charge of this measure in another, place, 
one of the.greatest difficulties experience 1 
byGreat. Britain in dealing © t 


ahecucs of any scheme for the 
tion of aliens. 
scheme in Oates wheres) | 
rities could ascertain the locality 


hein’ very. Ci aterially: on- abe _outbr 
of war. In Great Britain, the Go 
ment were Pei 2.) PRR ES 
as they had no records, - ar 
“consequence was that a long 
Bo ae before a conn list of 


in ascertaining the exact Tee 
aliens in our midst. | The Bill p 


monwealth shall | sme atelel 
andi in this connexion I may me: 


dish one In Great Brake : 
has not only to register, but the 
of Teer nebonses, hotels, and 


9 


gister of the Sica réstdiae ‘bece ar 
have also to report to the authorities thi 
arrival and departure. : We make ) 


the Commonwealth, whether oy hoe ie 
by other means, shall avai an Ve 


Bem It is also eee 0) 
part of. an alien to advise the. 
‘ment Of any change of abode. 
_ Bill as originally introduced aby 
as in the English Act, that, 
tion to registering, the 
dential _ establishment 


. you 
ae 


: () Oh aie 3 
all aliens living in such estab- 
nts; but that provision was deleted 

by’ the Senate. The Bill also provides 
caf that the master or member of a crew of a 

vessel who is an alien, and who enters the 
_ Commonwealth, unless he is exempt, shall 


register. The responsibility is thrown orf 


_ the captain of a ship, unless it is a public 
_ vessel, of granting every facility for the 
officers of the Customs or Immigration 
._ Departments to ascertain who is travelling 
on a vessel, and their nationality. The 

__ Bill does not apply to tourists, and the 

_ conditions that obtain to-day will remain 

in force. , It is not intended to create a 

new Department. 

_ S$ir Ropert Best.—How do you intend 

to distinguish a tourist? 

“Mr. POYNTON.—tThe tourist has to 
make the necessary application to travel 
in the Commonwealth for a certain period. 

Sir Rosert Best.—For how long? 


| Mr. POYNTON.—The time varies; 
but it is usually from six to twelve months. 
Instances have arisen where an extension 

- of time has been sought and granted. Any 
extension of time is determined by the 
- Minister; and, since I have been in 
charge of the Department, there have not 
been many cases ofthis character. In 

_ the English law, there are some very dras- 
tie provisions; and in section 1 of the 
Statutory Rules and Orders relating to 
aliens, it is provided-that an alien com- 
ing from outside the United Kingdom 
shall not land in the United Kingdom ex- 
cept with the leave of an immigration 
officer. It also provides that leave shall 
not be given to an alien to land in the 
United Kingdom unless he complies with 
certain conditions set out in the Statutory 
Rules and Orders. He has, for instance, 


-~ to be in the position to support himself 


~ and his dependants. Section 5 provides— 
-_—«*‘The master of any ship landing or embarking 
“passengers coming from outside the United 
Kingdom at any port in the United Kingdom, 
shall furnish to such person, and in such man- 
ner as may be prescribed, a return giving the 
+ prescribed particulars in.respect to any passen- 
~ gers who are aliens, and any passenger shall 
furnish to the master of the ship any informa- 
tion required by him for the purpose of the 
return. ~ 
_ There is-a similar provision in this Bill, 
- and it enables the authorities to record 
_ the aliens arriving in Australia. 
_ English Statutory Rules and Orders also 


1 ie i ‘ : 
) 4 P t r 4.3 ut *. 


dy 
a 
Jy 
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relate to the registration of aliens, the — 

responsibility of boardinghouse-keepers’ 
and others, and make it mandatory for 
them to report the movements of aliens 
residing in their establishments; but our 
Bill does not go as far as that. 


Mr, Tupor.—From which Act is the 
Minister quoting? | 
Mr. POYNTON. — The Statutory 
Rules and Orders relating to aliens, dated 
18th August, 1919. There is an amend- 
ing regulation dealing with the continu- 
ance of emergency powers for controlling 
the employment of aliens on ships, de- 
portations, temporary restrictions regard- 
ing employment on British ships, and 
quite a number of other matters. The 
regulation has been framed to prevent 
the dumping of persons who cannot be re- 
garded as desirable citizens. The Bill is 
one consisting of only a few clauses, and 
I think its provisions can be more fully 

explained in Committee. 
Debate (on motion by Mr. Tunor) 
adjourned, 


IMMIGRATION BITL. 
Sreconp ReEapina. 


Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 
Home and Territories) [4.11].—I move— 
That this Bill be now read a second time, 


This Bill was introduced into this House 
last session, and honorable members will 
recollect that it had fair consideration. 
I refer honorable members to the speech 
delivered on 20th August, 1919, by my 
predecessor (Mr. Glynn), who gave a 
long and. interesting history of our immi- 
gration laws. The Bill passed the second- 

reading stage, but did not pass the Com- 
mittee stage in consequence of the ses- 
sion terminating. The. Bill now before 
us, and which has already passed the 
Senate, is an exact copy of the Bill in- 
troduced last year, with the exception 
that what was regarded as the objection- - 
able term “anarchist” has been delete 
by the Senate. It is a machinery mea- 
sure designed to improve the working of 
the Immigration Act, and includes some 
new provisions, which, in the opinion of — 
the Government, are necessary to meet 
the present condition of affairs in the 
world. The Bill considered last year, in- 
cluded a list of persons whose admission 
into the Commonwealth was prohibited; 


ee ati 


Oe migration 


. bud it is now plone: to a to tats ist, 
as we are now asking for power to keep 
out of Australia persons who. are a 
Gating: the overthrow by force of the Go- 
-vernment of the Commonwealth or other 
civilized country, or who are opposed to 

‘organized government, or who advocate » 

the assassination of public officials, or ad- 

_ vocate or teach the unlawful destruction 
Or property, or who are members of any 
organization which proclaims these doc- 

‘txines and practices. In Australia we 
live under a form of government whica 

is exactly what the people of Australia 

make it, as our citizens can vary the sys- 

tem of ‘government through the exercise 
of their powers at the ballot-box. We do 
not desire to have in our midst any of 
those who wish to bring about changes 
by violence or force. In the debates 
last year it was urged that, under 
the provisions of the measure as 
originally introduced, which included the 


word “ anarchist,” ie Government would 


be entitled to prohibit the admission 
of a man of high ideals who would seek 
to abolish all laws and substitute a svs- 
tem in which there was no Government 
and no law, because all the people in the 
country would be actuated by the highest 
motives of honour and justice. Honor- 
able members know, of course, that. that 
is merely a specious objection, but we 
have met it by agreeing to withdraw 
from the Bill the word ‘‘ anarchist.’’ As 
‘it now stands, we are asking simply for 
the right of exclusion of persons who 
would be a real danger to the com- 
munity. Similar laws exist. in other 
eountries; in fact, in the United States 
Act, the Coon dealing with this matter 
is much more drastic than is the clause 
in the Bill which I now place before the 
House. 

We propose, secondly, to keep out of 
: the country, for five years at any rate, 
o all citizens of the nations who were our 
enemies in the recent war. While there 
may be a great deal to be said for indi- 
viduals, even for individual Germans 
and Austrians, still, the hard thouchts 
engendered by the war, the sorrows and 
_ bitternesses which were created. are yet 
too fresh in our minds and hearts for us 
to desire to welcome any Germans, Aus- 
_trians, or Turks as our. fellow-citizens. 


The years may mellow our feelings in 

this regard, and for that reason this pro- 
_ hibition is to apply: co ay five Year, 
Ai Mr. Poy ie 


Ae 


ona may ane fe wiles 
mation issued by the Gov 


to prohibit the adi an of psi ho 
have not passports. All recognised Go 
vernments of the world at, present 

.passports to their. citizens going abroad 
ff a person has not a passport he t 
be taken to be regarded by his own G 
vernment as an undesirable of whon 
they are glad to be rid, and we do no 
want. the discards. of “other coun e 
to come here. In regard to this proh 31 
tion the Bill Pie of an arrangemen 
being made with any other’ count 
sian to that for which provision w 
made in the passport law recently passe 
by us, and which deals with perso 
gcing out of the Commonwealth. I 
other words, under this Bill it: wilt be. 
open to any other country at any. ' 
te come to an arrangement with het 
the abolition of passports so far as 
cerns our re citizens. It is. 


ain the pease system any p< 
is sea Ps and it is asi a = 


pmarn in that the pooapeeet eyst 
will be practically abolished. ‘ 
The fourth class whom we want te 


were to ite a one of. fre ee : 
once more to our community, Take, : 
instance, the principal Act, which give 


him as a menace os ne coma 
we claim, as a natural consequence of 
the power of deportation, the power o! 
keeping out any persons we have sent out. 

Later in the measure we have asked 
for power to deport certain classes of 
persons. Notwithstanding the precau- 
tions that we may take, it may hhapren 
that undesirable persons will obtain ad-— 
mission. They may not have been known 
te be undesirable when they came. but 
if , within three years after their arriva 
they prove that they are unworthy o 
Australian citizenship by having heen 
convicted of criminal offences, by liv 
on the prostitution of others, or by. 
_Voeating ae overthrow of civilizatio 


¢ 


then we claim the ri 
sons out of the country. If we 
e power to exclude certain classes 
ople who, despite our precautions, 
eed in getting in, it is only logical 
say that, as soon as we find out that 
belong to these objectionable classes, 
ould have the right to send them 
' We do not claim,: however, to be 


| ion in an arbitrary manner. First of 
all, the Minister has to be satisfied that 
: individual of whom complaint is made 
ne of the objectionable classes. If he 
30 satisfied, he may appoint a Board 
- inquire into the allegations, and, on 
receipt of the report of that’ Board, 
which must be an entirely independent 
1d semi-judicial body, the Minister may 
_ order deportation. eas 

‘The rest of the Bill, as I have said, con- 
ists of technical amendments which have 
een found necessary in the working of the 
‘principal Act. We are amending section 
3 of the principal Act, which prohibits 


the immigration into the Commonwealth 
of certain persons by adding to the list 
£ prohibited immigrants— 
_ Any idiot, imbecile, feeble-minded person, 
epileptic, person suffering from dementia, in- 
_ Bane person, person who has been insane’ with- 
in five years previously, or person who has 
_ had two or more attacks of insanity. 
_ Then, again, we have added to the list— 
Any person who advocates the overthrow by 
force or violence of the established Govern- 
Tent of the Commonwealth, or of any State, 
or of any other civilized country, or of all 
_ forms of law, or who is opposed to organized 
_Goyernment, or who advocates the assassina- 
tion of public officials, or who advocates or 
teaches the unlawful destruction of property, 
or who is a member of or affiliated with any 
organization which entertains and teaches any 
of the doctrines or practices specified in this 
paragraph, 


_ The Bill also proposes to amend section 
t of the principal Act, by providing that 
_ the owners, agénts, or charterers of the 
e vessel by which an undesirable has ar- 
ived here— 


a 


_ -person entered the Commonwealth be required 
_ by notice in writing given by an officer to pro- 
vide a passage for him from the Common- 
vealth to the place whence he came. 


+ 
cal 


ps 


x 
f 


tion from the passport provision in the 
ease of countries with which arrangements 
have been entered into on the lines to 
which I have already referred. Sub- 

> 2 of clause 7 deals with the de- 


to send 


‘stipendiary, or special magistrate.’ I 


owed to éxercise that power of depor- . Committee. 


uae ‘here is also an important amendment of S00 why the Entertainments Tax Bill y as 
she principall Act providing for an exemp- ejected by the Senate, and why the pre 


emption to be granted to taxpayers with 


portation of certain persons, and provides 
that the Chairman of the Board before 
whom the person accused is required to 
appear shall be a person ‘‘ who holds. or 
has held the office of Judge, or police, — 


need not go into further details at this — : 
stage, since the measure is essentially one 
which can be more readily dealt with in 


Debate (on motion by Mr. Tupor) ig 
adjourned. | nie 


QUARANTINE BIULL. 


Mr. Speaker reported the receipt of a 
message from the Senate intimating that 
it had agreed to the amendments made in | 
this Bill by the House of Representatives. — 


TREATY OF PEACE (GERMANY) _ 

: BILL. uae 

Bill returned from the Senate without 
amendment. 


TREATIES OF PEACE (AUSTRIA 
AND BULGARIA) BILL. 


Bill returned from the Senate without — 
amendment. . 


ESTIMATES, 1920-21. | 

In Committee of Supply (Considera- 

tion resumed from 20th October, vide 

page 5837) : oe 
THe TREASURY. 


Divisions 25 to 36, £1,109,299. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [4.30].—We re- 
cently passed a Bull introduced by the 
Treasurer amending in certain respects 
the Entertainments Tax Act. That Bull 
went to another place, and, although it 
was a measure dealing with the imposi- 
tion of taxation, the motion for its second 
reading was there negatived. We have 


tk 


heard nothing from the Treasurer re- — 


garding that matter, and I wish to know 
what attitude the Government intend to ~ 
take upon it. I have read in the news-~ 


“Tay at any time within three years after the- papers that honorable members opposite, — 


eliminating members of the Country : 
party, attended a party meeting at which — 
a full explanation was given of the rea- 


posal by certain senators that the su 
of £250,000 thus saved by the Treasure: 
should be utilized to enable a larger ex- 


children under sixteen years of age, wa 


reas ns. which soa the Government | 


| ‘Senate, seeing that this is the only 
branch “of the ‘Legislature which has the 
power to impose taxation? 
now that what has been done suits 
wealthy honorable members opposite, who 
have no objection whatever to £250,000 
being exacted from the poorer sections 
of the community who patronize our 
| cheaper classes of entertainment. The 

effect of the action of the Senate in regard 
to the Entertainments Tax Bill was to 
impose taxation upon the people. Later 
on the Government induced its followers 
Cue that Chamber to withdraw their pro- 


> posal to increase the deduction allowable _ 


to taxpayers on account of children under 
‘sixteen years of age. I object to the 
_ Estimates of the Treasurer being passed 
in the absence of a full explanation upon 
this matter. The Senate rejected .the 
_ Entertainments Tax Ball. 


a Mr. Jacxson.—lIt is still upon the 
- business- -paper. 
Mr. TUDOR.—It is not. Save upon 


these Estimates, honorable members. will 
have no opportunity of protesting against 
ae action of the Government in this con- 
nexion. Unless the House of Represen- 
ee takes up a very definite stand in 
_ defence. of its exclusive right to impose 
taxation, the time may come ,when_ the 
Senate will assume that it possesses the 
“power which it recently arrogated 
: Con Those honorable members 
were present inthe first Commonwealth 
_ Parliament know that objection was 
raised in this Chamber to ’the action of 
_ the Senate in seeking to make alterations 
jam tne fret Tariff ‘schedule. I regret 
that the Treasurer is not in his place to 
offer an explanation of this matter, but 
ee that alee members will, in- 
sist forth- 


who 


ip ‘CHARLTON (Hunter) 4. $5].—I 


portant town of CasmnGtle: in Wate 
South Wales. I have waited patiently 
for a number of years to ventilate this” 


n common with other “honorable mem: 
ae ie it peat to em- 
: giving local 


making this Chamber subservient to al 


Of course, I* : | 


amount of his pension 


to * 


desire to. voice a on in bes to | 


the stand- ipeink ‘of a 
The CHAIRMAN (Hon. 
tier one youd remind th 


time the Act bes not Bi a 
that it operated when the Miner: 
pee Rehef Fund was in existence. 


aha became ‘ianbled while following Fi 
ordinary calling. If, unfortunately, om 
of their number was compelled, to. ap: 

for a pension the assistance  whicl 
received from the fund was ‘not . 
into consideration in one Be 


however, on suiperdedad by the : 
men’s Compensation Act. re 
that when a man becomes. ae aC] 
and applies for a pension, the amo 
which he receives under the Workn me 


My six or seven " support is ae rec ; pt 
£2 per week under the id pene = m- 


in ed the ‘same Hoe me th 
occupied pr ior to the Miners’. 
Relief Fund becoming defunct. 
that ‘the Act will be amended he : 


Bo Novemsrn, -1920.} ' 


RN ATG eit 


1920-21, | 6197. 


+ expediting fis labours, with a view to 
“arriving at finality as ‘early as possible. 
_ I recognise that the field of inquiry which 
~ has: to be covered is a large one; but if 
- the investigation is to be an effective one 
80 far as the collection of next year’s tax 
as concerned, it must be completed quickly. 
To my mind; the general exemption under 
- our Income Tax Act should be very much 
higher than it is. Instead of being £156 
it ought -to be in the vicinity of £300. I 
know, that the Treasurer has promised to 
A i consider the recommendations of the Com- 
. mission at the earliest possible moment. 

- Personally, I am very doubtful whether 

_ effect can be given to those recommenda- 

tions in connexion with next year’s assess- 

ments; but if relief can be granted to the 

ie "poorer sections of the people, a very great 
benefit will be conferred upon them. 

I notice in the Estimates for this De- 

partment an item of £214,815, in con- 

- nexion with the Postmaster-General’s De- 

partment. 

‘Sir Josrerpu Coox.—That is for interest 
upon transferred properties. 

— Mr. CHARLTON.—It does not matter 
what it is for, I can discuss my grievance 

regarding the postal facilities at Cessnock 
under that heading. 

; The CHAIRMAN.—TI think that the 
hohorable member had better defer his 
‘remarks in that connexion until we reach 

the Postmaster-General’s Department. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—EI would prefer to 
discuss the matter upon the Estimates 
for the Postmaster-General’s Department. 
But time is running on, and the Trea- 
surer may be able to reconsider his deci- 
sion in regard to this matter, and to place 
a sufficient sum of money at the disposal 
of the authorities to provide the necessary 
_ postal accommodation at Cessnock. 

Sir Joszrpnx Coox.—I will tell the hon- 
_ ovable member what I can do, and what 


_“T promised one of his colleagues that I 
ae do, If I find that the work which 


e 


AL on with, TI can get it carried out without 
End ‘reference to the House, and get my action 
BY indemnified afterwards: 


Mr. CHARLTON.—For some years, I 
Pile becn endeavouring to get an up-to- 
date building in this particular district, 
which is a very important one, and one 
which fully justifies the erection of such 
oa Cessnock possesses the largest 


Riad y 


_he mentions is one which should be gone’ 


"population of any inland town in Aus- 
‘tralia. Its population 1 is growing rapidly. 
That being the case, I take exception to 
the way In which the Department pro- 
ceeds to erect a building there. An office 
is built in a neighbourhood where it is 
obvious that there will be rapid expan- 
sion; yet that office is constructed in 
keeping with the requirements of the 
moment, and with no thought even to the 
immediate future. I do not wish to go 
further into details, but, in view of the 
fact that consideration of the Postmaster- 
General’s Department may be very 
limited, and at the close of the session, 
I bring this specific matter before the 
Treasurer, and ask if he will see whether 
the sum set down for the requirements of 
Cessnock is really sufficient. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—I will promise to - 
look into the point. 


Mr. JACKSON (Bass) [4.47].—Can 


_the Treasurer say how the proposals for 


the co-ordination of the State and Fede- 
ral Taxation Departments are proceed- 
ing? The estimated expenditure in con- 
nexion with the Federal Department 
grows year by year, and last year the 
expenditure exceeded the Estimates by a 
considerable sum. (Seeing that each State 
has its separate Taxation Department, a 
large amount could be saved and greater 
efficiency brought about by co-ordination. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 
Treasurer) [4.48].—The inquiry is pro- 
ceeding. Mr. Ewing has been in West- 
ern Australia during the past fortnight 
examining the position there; and I hope 
it will not be long before the Govern- 
ment are informed of a concrete proposal 
with which to go to the State Premiers. 
The sooner that stage is reached the bet- 
ter. As for the increased amount shown 
on the Estimates in respect of this De- — 
partment, it is quite deliberate, and if 
any: further increases of the same charac- 
ter are sought I shall authorize them. 
I am informed that at present we have’ 
no trained body of investigators. 
result is that we are losing hundreds of 
thousands of poupds every year. Every 


individual who escapes taxation throws — ue 


an added burden upon those who do not. 


We desire to make matters as fair as pos- 


sible. If by placing -an additional 
£30,000 on the Estimates I can secure a 
return of £300,000, it will be agreed that. 
I am making a very good bargain. 


h wet bell 


The — 


Tudor) raised an important question re- 
garding the action’ of another place in 


- rejecting-certain proposals of this Cham- 


ber having to do with the partial aboli- 
tion of the entertainments tax, and he 
asked that the views of the Covernuient 
be made known to honorable members, 
I would be interested to hear the Trea- 
- surer upon the point. It is one of very 
_ great importance not only to this Com- 
mittee, but to the country generally. 
How do the Government view the action 


taken elsewhere in regard to the ene 


of their financial proposals, and what are 
their views yon the specific subject 
itself? 


i desire to Leodats the question of 


making negotiable soldiers’ war gratuity 
bonds. .A debate was initiated in this 
ehamber last week, and some very cogent 
arguments were placed before honorable 
‘members; but, for some reason which was 
not explained to honorable members or 
- to the country, the honorable member for 
~ Wawarra (Mr. Hector Lamond) secured 
the adjournment of the debate. The 
- honorable member’s action may have been 
_ taken with one of two purposes in view, 
namely, either to shelve the subject, or 
to have the debate continued at some 
future date. I wish to know if, and 
when, a further opportunity will be given 
hoe debate the question of making war 
: bonds negotiable. 
Mr. Marr.—On the 18th December. 
i Ne. Maxwei.—Or in the Greek 
- Kalends.. 
. Mr. RYAN.—Probably the latter-was 
in the mind of the honorable member 
for Ulawarra when he moved the adjourn- 
_ Ment of the debate. I trust that the Trea- 
surer will state whether an opportunity 
will be afforded honorable members of 
coming to a conclusion -upon the subject. 
It is known to honorable members that 
e time has arrived when the old-age 
_ pensions should be increased.. The sum 
of 15s. is not sufficient in view of the high 
oy. st of living. I trust that the Govern- 
ment will take steps to have the Act 
amended in the direction of increasing 
e amount to £1. | 
Mr. MAKIN (Hindmarsh) [4.56].— 
_ subject last raised by the honorable 


mber for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) is 
yn which a had ipa ih i advance Q 


Mr. 1 RYAN (West Sere (4. 50]. on) 


e honorable member for Yarra (Mr. u 


e 


the son was an adult citizen, enj 


fortunes, and it is a ae that 
wealth should be. i ae ee 


aoe is ake by the eye st 
in the matter of la eis ae 


is iri for one to . a ee 
valid and not be entitled to recetv 
pension. I have in mind a case ¢ 
young man, about twenty-eight year: 
who was living with his father 
mother. He applied for, and re 
the invalid pension. Later, he 


wards the maintenance of the home. - 
father paid down a deposit upon a n 
in order that the son might ply for hiz 
Unfortunately, the efforts of the la 

were not so successful as had pick 
ae and the car >was ie 


setting out te te on or own | 
it was his desire that the pension 
pended. It was suspended, and 


renewal. I may say hae renewal 
been promised, in the cireumsta: 
his making application in that directit 
ini a few weeks, pte was © 


his. ee he would toe be due ee : 
benefit by the invalid pension, and 
sum was withdrawn. J made pers 
investigations, and learned that, al 


the usual rights of citizenship, he 
still regarded as being dependent on 
parents. Thus his invalid pension wa 
stopped. Had he lived anywhere 
but in his parents’ home, he would 
been entitled to the invalid: pension. os 


‘Sir Joszpn Coox. —What i is the 
with ie tate: fants 


In other cases persons entitled to 
ge pension are deprived of its 
y t on some mere technicality. 
instance, aged people, who, on ac- 


th perhaps a married son or a 
ed daughter, find, immediately 
make the change, that some deduc- 
. made in ‘hoi pension allowance, 
‘to the house which has become 
te own property by thrift, which 
stimes entailed in earkier periods of 
life constant sacrifice to accumulate the 
amount sufficient, now by non-occupancy 
aving a rental value. The scope of the 
Act might very well be widened to 
cover all such cases and remove hard- 
‘ships which at present are being 
inflicted upon some of these: aged peo- 
ple. The Commissioner should have 
Pkealer discretionary power. I pay a 
tribute to the manner in which the Pen- 
‘sions Department is carrying out their 
work. The Deputy Commissioner of 
~ South Australia has always evinced deep 
2h “sympathy with the position of pensioners, 
but I know that he is circumscribed in 
his administrative acts by all kinds of 
_ technicalities, and the Commissioner and 

_ Deputy: Commissioners have not suffi- 
ecient discretionary power. It is with the 
desire of helping these people that I urge 
upon the Government a reconsideration 
of many of the provisions of the Invalid 
and Old-age Pensions Act. As a young 
Australian I realize what we owe to our 
pioneers. I realize how much I owe to 
Iny own parents for having passed down 
to me such a rich heritage as I find in 
this country, and if I. can “do anything to 
make the portion of the aged and invalid 
_ people easier than it is, I shall be only 
too glad to do it. There is another 
matter, the position of the blind pen- 
“il which I have brought under the 

notice of the Treasurer on other occa- 
| sions. I hope that the present restrictions 
upon their ability to supplement their in- 
come will be removed. TI think the 
Treasurer i is sympathetic in regard to this 
request. Permission should be given to 
chem to earn money without having their 
ension rights interfered with. Blindness 
4s one of the greatest afflictions, and we 
ite ud | see to it that pensions are given 
Se eh right, and not as a favour, to all 
it 0 are. ‘invalided or aged. I also. wish 
impress upon the Government the 
sity for Ancreasing the amount oe 


a 


Dah 


of increasing feebleness, decide to 


pension allowances, 


! owing to the ( in- y 


creasing difficulties due to the high cost 
of living and other abnormal conditions — 
that are prevailing. In this way wemay | 
substantially help these afflicted and 
aged people over the present Nery diffi- i 


cult times, 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [5.9].—_ 


I desire to protest, as briefly as possible, 
against the jposition of the Common- 
wealth Bank. 
the people of Australia, but if one may 
judge from the answers furnished me by 
the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook), 


Nominally it belongs to 


it be-- 


longs to the Governor of the Bank (Sir — 


Denison Miller). I am in a quandary. 
I believe that if he cared to do anything 


in connexion with the Bank this Parlia- — 
ment would have no power to prevent 


him. The original idea was ) 
Commonwealth Bank would be owned by 
the nation. 
Sir Denison Miller ? 
impugn his honesty. Luckily for Aus- 
tralia he is an honest man. If he were 
otherwise this Parliament could do no- 
thing. This is, I believe, the most 
serious charge that has ever been made: 
against any national bank in the world. 
So far as | am aware no other country 
in the world weuld allow such huge sums 
of money to be under the sole direction 
of one man, as is the case with the Go- 
vernor of the Commonwealth Bank. Why 
should a certain firm of architects have 


I do not, of course, 


What check have we upon 


that: the)” | 


the sole benefit of the Bank’s building © 


activities? Not only are the firm of 
Kirkpatrick & Co. established in the 
Commonwealth Bank premises of Syd- 
ney, but they seem’ to be able to 
do as they like. I am not im- 
pugning their ability, but I do say that 
there are other and better architects in- 
Australia, including returned soldiers, 
who are not getting a “‘dog’s show ”’ 
the way of ccmpetition for the Bank’s 
business. 
tects of Australia have! 


And what a record the archi- — 
I do not know — 


mee 


of any other profession with a better. [ 
may perhaps be permitted again to men- _ 
tion that when those belonging to the pro- 


fession returned from the war, the archi- | “ : 


tects who, because of age or ‘invalidism, 

had remained in Australia, became ‘hele 
hosts, and every host had four returned | 
soldier architects as his guest. In the 
case of the President of the Institute of 
Architects, 
offered his services ; 


i: 


every member of the firm 
and even the brave _ 
typewriter girl went to the Front as a 


nu ‘Notwithstanding — the 


¥ 


BEM: 


Kirkpatrick and Company were given 
a monopoly of all the work in connexion 
with the war service homes. I have been 
: netic to get an answer from the Trea- 
surer as to how much money has been 
A ae to this firm. In all my thirty years 
of political life, I have never seen any- 
thing so nearly ‘approaching nepotism. 
 Why.cannot our brave returned men of 
the profession have an opportunity to 
~ competo for the design of the proposed 
new Commonwealth Bank in Melbourne? 
Why should this work be given to one 
_ particular firm? I asked if any member 
of that firm had offered his services during 
the war. The Minister could not tell me. 
Ido not say that he did not want to 
know, but, as head of the Department, I 
| should like to know why he did not make 
am inquirv and find out. 
_ Sir JoserH Coox.—Because under the 
terms of the Bill which your. party put 


Wahroueh: the Governor of the Bank is 


made independent of, the Government in 
all matters. 
_ Mr. James Pace—aAnd quite right, 


Dr. MALONEY.—I am glad I erred 
n the company of the late Lord Forrest, 
former Treasurer of the Commonwealth. 
do not know any financial man in Mel- 
- bourne or Sydney, and I have interviewed 
“many, who is prepared to say it is right 
that the Commonwealth Bank business 
should be under the dictatorship of one 
| individual. e 

Mr. James Pace .—That 
_ secret. 


is the whole 
All these banking friends of yours 


: ‘sacrifices 
which cour architects made during the — 
war, they came back to find that this firm 


\ 


are. envious of him, That is what is tes . 


“matter. 


is vested in Sir Denison Miller? 
lutely no. I invite honorable members to 
‘ead the report of the greatest Commis- 
~ sion of banking experts that ever went to 
treat, Britain from America. The report, 
unning to many volumes, is available to 
hem. The affairs of every bank were in- 
stigated. 
ade the pr ‘ogress that this bank has 
‘made. Now we are to hand over to it 
the issuing of notes. Is this man to 
dive uncontrolled power in mee to the 


oe ~MALONEY.—Has the Governor 
‘ot the. Bank of England the power that 
Abso- 


Not one single ,bank has 


Gono, give 
blame for. the state of “ate 


blame. 


have referred, he will admit — 


is to be erected i 
should like every public work that 


resented the injustice ade is ‘no v 


eae! It is the sil 


eh a the Bank, and the f 
vernment, of which I was_ 

that introduced the Bill, ah tb ar 
A few financial memb rs 
late Lord Forrest was one o 
warned us against doing what 


woah Bare bit had nae 
earried out, Mr. Denison Miller 
not be the autocrat that he now is. 
honorable member for Marane 
James Page), who served in t 
perial Army and risked his. life | 
bravest In the Zulu + war, 


to campsite bi work to be Aeneas 
tralia. I am sure that the on or 
member for Grampians — ; JO 


‘does not approve of one man Re $C 
control of a mighty enterprise like th: 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—You c 
say that the Governor of the Comn 
wealth Bank is not ee it w el 


ing. 
Mr. Hector Lastoico ih of 
greatest advantages was being in ch 
of the man appointed to control it. 
Dr. MALONEY.—If the honor 
member studies the report to wh 


contention is right. iy any case, 


architects, “especially those shor r 

the war, ‘should have the right. to 2 

pete for the designing of the bank 
in Collins-street 


cost above a certain sum, say, £20, 
or whatever might be the amoun 


focal architects: Dozens of architects 


to their Dares 


said 


fs 


EE 


a it was to live in London on 16s. a 
_ week, but that was long before the war. 
ee I lived there also on £10 a week—a 
1 ay mighty different state of affairs. But 
there seems to be a mad feeling abroad 
in’ regard to economy, and, unfortu- 
my Mately, economy at the expense of those 
least able to bear it. It must not be 
forgotten that every penny which iy paid 
im pensions is spent in Australia. Den- 
mark gave, twenty-five or thirty years 
oa g a pension of 10s. a week,. and then 
- Is. there was equal to 2s. in Australia. 
In Switzerland there has not been a 
| "pauper buried for the last twenty-five 
: it years. They have removed that stigma on 
Christianity, a pauper burial; but we 
have not reached the same stage of civi- 
lization. When it was proposed to pass a 
_ Bill to give the late Chief Justice of Aus- 
tralia a pension of £5 a day, I said that 
‘I would be glad to have as much as that 
-a month for the old-age pensioners. The 
_ money paid in pensions is not provided 
_ by us, or by the high society of Austra- 
hia ; “it is the people who provide it. 
Those who belong to the upper classes 
contribute, but in accordance with their 
~ numbers. not in accordance with their 
wealth. When I applied for an old-age 
_ pension I was turned down. Mr. Watt 
eae that I should see the Deputy 
Commissioner of Pensions. 


Mr. Jowrrr.—Doubtless the honor- 
able member’s application was refused 
because he did not look old enough. 


‘ “ i Dr. MALONEY.—Lord Chesterfield 
will never die while we have the honor- 
able member with us. I asked Mr. 
‘Watt to provide for me as he had done 
for Sir Samuel Griffith by means of a 
ahs ‘special Bill. It was not that I needed 

the money, but that I wanted to show 
_ every old man and every old woman in 
Australia that there was no disgrace in 
“4 applying for a pension. At the present 
time - an old-age pensioner possessing a 
- home worth £5,000 receives the full 
fii Sony Sybil’ a pe with £300 in 


=f 


: Fre rom their 


ea 


Dr::- MALONEY.—A ae he had 


‘put £400 into war bonds to help his coun- _ 


try would have the interest deducted from 
his old-age pension, but a man with © 
double that sum invested in a home would 
have no deduction. I think that every 
man and woman on arriving at a certain 
age should be at liberty to draw a pension. 
Wealthy pensioners we could still get at 
by taxation. 


A few words about the invalid pension. 
Why should it be given only to those who 
are sixteen years, or more, of age? An 
invalid of fifteen years and eleven months, 
or of twelve years, may be equally neces- 
sitous. There are many persons not too — 
well blessed with this world’s goods w ho. 
have a great struggle to prov ide for in. 
valid children, and J cannot understand 
why assistance should not be given to 
them. As a Victorian, I am ashamed 
of the present Treasurer of the State, 
Mr. McPherson, who has been little 
enough to do away with the compas- 
sionate allowance which used to meet 
cases untouched by our Federal pension 
system. When he opposed me for tue 
Melbourne seat he was a straightforward 
opponent, but he was not then a rich 
man, whereas to-day he is very rich, and 
1S making very large profits. When the 
Federal authorities could not assist, I used 
only to have: to write to the Sub- Treasurer 
of Victoria, saying that the ease was 
serious, to get an jnquiry made, and 
assistance given. Mr. McPhetson has 
saved the State a few thousands a year, 
but it is at the expense of the very poor. 

No country can call itself civilized 
which permits blind persous to beg in the ~ 
streets. We, who have wasted millions 
of pounds upon war, should give pensions 
sufficiently large to prevent that. 

Mr. MoWirr1 tams.—It would have ‘to 
be a big pension to keep some blind men 
from begging. 

Dr. MALONEY.—1I would give a fair 
pension, and would prohibit begging. I 
have received from a blind man whom I | 
knew as a splendid journalist a letter 


which has impressed me with a sense of — 
It 1s written 
in pencil, and honorable members may 

gee it. 


the misery of the blind. 


The writer is too old to learn | 
a trade, and cannot do anything to add 


to his pension, which is only,15s. a week. 


I have known this man for thirty years. 


ay comannity to “double the pen- . 


Sir Jo OSEPH Coox.—T aw, isk 
MALONEY.—I. do not believe 
any blind man who receives. 
cient pension should be permitted | : beg 
ur streets. A great philosopher said 
no country. could call itself civilized 
ntil it spent more on education than on 
id warlike preparations. Switzer- 
or one brief period, was the only 
that could make that claim. At 
time. she did spend more on education 
ee renee for war; but, un- 


Gea Perea, Hee all other nat 
itzerland must waste money on the 
policy of preparing for war. Any 
able member may read this sad 
which, I am sure, must appeal to 
‘ There are laws against beg- 
but no laws against begging by 
At fap be sald that hey 


a | people. 


have fous so. In ae fon that I 

a blind man had deposit receipts 

eae Pte hundreds of pounds; but 
that does not ey us asa civilized 


ain on us. O hope. that the Govern- 
: which leads 


tion, just as in many matters the 
ee leads as world, will de- 


1 ice es shall given ‘ 
: y Whose numbers alter all, com- 


JOSEPH. cook 


(Dr. “Maloney), but the ‘trouble 


I cannot get any guarantee that 
Pee. will not hee rey pene | 


a suti- 


our Commonwealth | 


pee: 
‘) [5.84].—I am, of course, en-_ 
ee as to the last. Doin 


the blind foo ‘ be pe me 


and at once. 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.I ap 
Mr. Marnews.—There he 


| equally bad. | 


member's PE ssotion oe 1¢ 
J am in. He has a hard Case 
forward every day. 

yesterday, on which, howe 
blew Ano) out, Jam always 


foe thee ee I leave baa! 
shall not have a bad record i int 
compassionate allowances. Wi 
get ge the technical « 


power. sa py 
sir J OSEPH COOK. No, 1 ie 


is wise to have appropriate 


strictions on the Treasurer. 7 
aa shall refer to one or. 


cua set to by honorable mem 
The first relates to the 
a i: Rostion is a very $ 


ee at ae ere 


_ Mr. Tupor. What are you 
‘do hen the Senate takes. the 
deal with money Bills? 


to do s so. under oe Constitnton, 


peg batiicediie my pene ee ‘m: 
about. it. No Bill has been retu 
no Bill, therefore, can go up in 


for ae three months, os er th, 


BA) 


hope the Leader ol the Opposi- 
a Lesa that, whatever happens, 


that ee hima! 
Ar... Tupor.—It certainly does not 
ee me when you" eon over to the 


r J OSEPH COOK .—I pete it is not 
e of that kind. I suggest that the 
i member should leave the 
ee: etl che is able to criticise the 
quel to all this business. In the mean- 
we can do nothing. The Senate has 
wn the Bill out; and'so disposed of it 
$4 is entitled to do under the Constitu- 


a on those amounts, oi then see 
a + the Senate will do. 

JOSEPH COOK. — ‘Can we? 
il a Treasurer refusing to collect a 
_ tax to which he is entitled! I have never 

een disposed to adopt those cyclonic 
thods in connexion with the finances 
ie Commonwealth. I had better tell 
onorable member pat we are saving 


a ES pAtbine. it. by- -and- by. He is 4 Pledeed 
up to the hilt to sweep it all away. 

: sy Tupor.—Just the same as your 
were. 


tax, and I feel that i ait do the right 
te an 


1e wants me to dae Heé asks: “Will 
aoe taxes and refuse money that. is 
: is given to me on the one pend and 


S ae poands: on be Sekai? 
Lihat which the honorable mem- 


es awe —I never - said hat. 
JOSEPH COOK.—That is pre- 
what the honorable member not 
iggested, but emphatically said. 
Ryan.—The honorable member is 
misapprehension. 

ri: le cons —For attain: 


“There is £3,000,000 per annum. | 
a very modest, beginning. 


That is 


~ orable member for Mlawarra. 


a onal for West ae has his answer 


o He: persi 
also, in wanting to know when we 
going ta make the war gratuity. bonds 
negotiable. Tio make them negotiable is 
a very serious matter on all grounds— 
serious in the interests of the soldier, and 
also serious to the community as a whole, 
We are cashing bonds every day to a very — 
serious amount, and early next year 
£10,000,000 wall have to be raised on this e 
account. That is an obligation which 
this Parliament may be able to discharge, 
but which it rightly ought not to under- — 
take to discharge further than the amount > 
T have indicated. It is of no use to bring 
forward this, that, and the other desir. af 
able thing, and suggest that they pa 
to be done; all things are lawful, and ap- — 
propriate, and desirable, but they ae Deb 
happen to be expedient. 

Mr. Arxrnson. — Members on the 
Opposition side know that they cannot be 
done.. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I would not ‘say 
that. I am afraid that my hone 
friends on the Opposition side would not — 
hesitate a minute to start the printing _ 
presses going and reel off paper money, 
and scatter it round the country | in ii c 
suance of their objectives. oe 

Mr. Ryan.—-You have the paper Poo 


tered. round the country now... I only 
ask you to make it negotiable. | | 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have ae i mn 


views of this matter, and cannot: consent 


to any such free- and-eas sy way of paying 


our debts. . This matter was very arecigan i 
ally disposed of the other day. The hon-— 
orable member asks when it is going to 
be dealt with further by the House, but — 
it is a well-known rule of Parliament that 
the same subject cannot be brought ae 
twice in the same session. This question, 
therefore, cannot come on again until we 
have had a recess. ea 
Mr. Ryan.—That must have Deen ies H 
purpose of the: honorable member who : 
moved the adjournment of the debate. ~ 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I do not oe 
what his purpose was. One never knows: 
the motive behind the action of the ho 


Bik JOSEPH COOK. The ee 


motion. Deiale he knew yea 
ffect it would have. 

a Sir. JOSEPH COOK. Nhe hence 
_ member’s only concern is that the public 
_ should know that he has done something. 
Mr. Ryaw.—The honorable member for 
. _ Mlawarra moved the motion with the 

ne connivance of the Treasurer. ' 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I did not say 


At the same time, I do not mind ad- 
_mitting that I was not altogether dis- 
pleased with the action taken. However, 
I think I have said enough to get the 
Estimates of the Depattment of the 
Treasury through. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [5.48]. 


members. There is not an honorable 
_ member who has not had brought under 
_ his notice the hard case of blind per- 
sons, from whose earnings deductions are 


and Old-age Pensions Act. I consider 
_ the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) has 
made a very fair offer, and that is to 
bring in a Bill immediately to relieve the 


bers will agree to deal with it on its 
merits, hid’ not introduce any other 
issue. There are many matters in con- 
_ mexton with the administration of pen- 
| sions upon which I would like to say 
a _ something when @ proper opportunity 


ak rises, but 1 appeal to honorable mem- 


“bers t to allow justice to be done to a class 
of people whose. affliction is already 
great i enough, T he Bill which would deal 


erable: members will not refrain from 
loading up the measure 
matters. First, let us do this act of jus-’ 
tice to the blind, and then let us take the 
first ‘opportunity afterwards of dealing 
th other cases of hardship that cer- 
nly do exist. Therefore, I appeal to 
y honorable members to allow this measure 
_of relief to become law before the House 
djourns, ‘so that relief may be given te 
a class which is more deserving of our 
sympathy than ee ine section we me 
aes | 


oa to the honorable member about it. 


—I] want to make an appeal to honorable | 


made under the provisions of the Invalid . 


blind in this respect if honorable mem- - 


“out this justice is held up because hon-— 


with other 


of whom are young and vigorou | 
‘know that there is a feeling among he 


tion than those of any other class 


full amount of the invalid pension, 
as I brought the matter forward durt 


to do in this direction. 


instance, .a sub-ins 
- fessional Division 1s to be paid £37 
while under the General Division 


: ae two, es detective 


ae of tie eR a being - ch: 


to go through without aie introd 


expenditure which, now that we have. 


with lack of consideration for the 
I maintain that there are many inv 
in the community who are more wor 
of our consideration than the blind, 


able members that immediate relief shoul 
be afforded to the blind, but I hope th 
it does not mean that the: consider: 
of the cases of other invalids will be 
off for any lengthy time. There are 
tubercular cases which have been brou t 
under my notice more often than I li 
and which are more worthy of our ai 


invalid, we 

Mr. ATKINSON (Wilmot) ‘5. Bs BE 
have taken a great deal of interest i 
question of allowing blind persons to 
more than they are at present perm 
to receive in wages and still draw th 


last Parliament, I would like to know 
what the Government actually prop 


Sir Josep Coox.—The suapetibe 
that we should allow blind - persons 
earn, including their pensions, up to 


“basic wage, and I have agreed ta do so 


provided the House will permit the Bil : 


of other matter. 
Proposed vote agreed toe 


SeeNe GENERA is 


mart 


[5.54].—I want to draw attention to 


come more sane, ought to be abelis 
For the Commonwealth — Investigati 
Branch we are asked to vote £6,63 
want to know if this 1s the same old om 
monwealth Police Force which wats 
brought mmto existence by the War 
ege. Provision is made for ee in 
Central Administration and — 
South Wales, Victoria, -Queensla 


ie way South” Wales 
tor under. hee To 


TP asania. 


vision is made for an inspector at £36: 
} re a ts 


~ 


2 each, and under the Clerical Divi- 
ht “for a clerk ~who, ‘by the way, is 
er paid, at £198. In Queensland, 
. S@pp: ently, the staff is even more numer- 
- ous. I do not know whether it is to be 
intained there for the protection of 
> Prime Minister on his next visit to 
State, but, if so, it is a waste of 
aney, because the right honorable 
entleman does not need protection. Why 
is it necessary to maintaim an Investiga- 
dion Branch in each State to carry out 
ork that may never occur? I have gone 
ut of my way arid strained my party’s 
pinion of! my loyalty to them in order 
defend the Government against the 
harge of wasting money; but surely this 
- is an instance in which money should not 
be spent? Why should we spend. this 
‘amount of money every year upon a De- 
_ partment which was created during the 
_ wildest period cf war scare, when the 
_ Prime Minister was afraid to go through 
_ Australia because of his fear “of attacks 
which might justly have been made upon 
“him in consequence of the horrible lan- 
guage he employed against those who dif- 
fered from him politically? He has sur- 

_ yived those possible attacks; he has even 
AG survived the hooting he experienced dur- 
ing the visit of the Frince of Wales, 
‘because he had moved: in this House to 
_ Increase the salaries of honorable mem- 
_ bers. In connexion with this question’ of 


‘increasing the allowance of honorable 
members [ draw attention to the fact 


- that, although honorable members 
were formerly permitted to  entey 
the Flemington Racecourse on ex- 
hibiting their railway passes, the 
Victoria Racing Club has withdrawn 


this privilese because the Prime Min- 
‘ister took steps to raise our salaries. 
- But the Prime Minister also raised his own 
“salary, yet he accepted the charity of the 
-Lurf Club on Saturday and again on 
_ Tuesday. He “‘scabbed’’ on the union. 
‘or an action like that he requires police 
protection, but should not get it. We 
are ‘talking of economy. The Govern- 
- ment have been attacked, wrongly on cc- 
: -tasions, for not practising economy, but 
ge is a oN, Seporanty for re- 


. The war scare is over nt HoWod: 


day if the Prime Minister passed through 
! ai Chances “eerie will be no more e Warwick 


oe Norns 1930. mh 


a in Queensland would bother his head to- | 


gave Tasmania &@ bad time. 


“1920-21, 


Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [6.2] =, 4 


= 


I move— i 
That the item ‘‘ Solicitor-General, Seprit ¥ 
tary, and Parliamentary Draftsman, £2 000"? 


be reduced by £1. 


If.the amendment is agreed to it will be i 


a direction from the Committee that the 
Commonwealth Police Force shall be dis- 
banded. We are dealing with the 
Department as a whole, and if I were 
to move the amendment on the first 
item relating to 
Investigation Branch it would 
‘out discussion on any. of the pre- 
ceding items. Before the last election 
the Prime Minister promised that the 
Commonwealth Police Force 
abolished. If there is one form of ex- 
penditure that could be dispensed ‘with 


it is that in connexion with this unneces- 


sary body. The whole of the State 
Police: Force and judiciary are at the 
disposal of the-Commonwealth. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—After 
States have done with them. 


the 


the Commonwealth | 
shut 


would be 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—That is a nasty | 


‘interjection. 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—That is justi- 
fied by our experience in Queensland. - 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Queensland is 
not Australia, and even if the people of 
that State during the war did somethmg 
of which the honorable member did not 
approve, that. would not justify him in 
saying that the continuance of this foree 
is justified. A few years ago the honor- 
able member would have applauded the 
Queensland people for what they did.on. 
the occasion. to sia he refers, 


and — 


would have caused articles to be written — 


which would have set the whole country 
in flames, but since he has entered the. 


respectable company of flag-waggers and. 
Queensland has — 
Some 


visited 


God-Save-the-Kingers, 
become to him a terrible place. 
honorable members recently 


Queensland for the first time, and J ask 
them if they have returned with the im-, 
pression that my~ countrymen are such 
member | 


st 


scoundrels as the honorable 
would have us believe them to be. | 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—lI object to this 
misrepresentation. : 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—The honorable: 
member may object, but I shall not allow 
him to run down my State. 
Mr. Jacxson.—The honorable memiber: 


oe Oa 


aA a pore: for giving effect to 
“promise which the Prime Minister 
ma that 
would be abolished. 
Mr. Forse. oo The 
lice are needed in Queensland. 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—tThe people of 
hat State pay their taxes, and obey the 
Jommonwealth laws. 

Ir. Hecror Lamonp.—Taxes are never 
imposed by the Queensland Government ! 
~ Mr. JAMES PAGE.—\The State Go- 

rnment will make those pay who can 
ifford to do so. The honorable member 


for Bourke (Mr. Anstey) aptly deseribed . 


the Commonwealth 
olice Force when he said that the 
reatest miracle performed in the 
entieth century was when the Prime 
Minister developed a police force out of 
rotten egg! That force is a mere 
xcrescence, and its continuance is to 
ratify a fad that the Prime Minister 
iad. An amount of £10,000 is being 
hrown away on a body which consists 
‘solely of officers as did the Queensland 
Defence Force prior to Federation. 
stimates do not make one reference to 
. ordinary policeman; all the members 
of the force are officers. ae 
Mr. Maruews.—Have the, Common- 
wealth police ever arrested anybody or 
done anything to earn their money? 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—tThe honorable 
iember should be the last to ask such a 
uestion, having regard t6 the fact that 
the Commonwealth Police Force put him 
n “the boob.” They framed up a case 
st the honorable member, but the 


e formation of 


istrate. dismissed it as Peilous in ~ 


only ate and wee Wate not tell us. 
ie ‘h ; Minister eannot tell the Committee 


oe ae do. I ask Ly 


. tty 


nae 


the Commonwealth poles 


Commonwealth — 


The": 


eae of the pane cates eh 7 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs- 
ter: for Works and Pens [ 


ber’s attack upon a pole ee 


non-existent. ‘The promise of Eg , 


ie 


Cini took a to grat ly 


reason. ‘The Commonwealth | 
out certain investigational and ii 
tional work in connexion with t 


‘ministration of its laws in the 


Departments, but a police force s 
the honorable member for ‘Maran 
described, does not OxISt Ra 


Giioee: Was noe the y 
Aes performed before? — 
ae rude is Med) 


tion of the work donee 
Departments there has been 


in connexion Nr le 


staff of officers a have s 
ferred from various : 
the Sey ee 


bantively and efficiently then 1 bel 


NEY, Hxcror Lamonp. —And 
nomically. 


Mr. GROOM. es! 


eases for investigation oy ari 
fF ange with Pie: of t 


While the right hence eee 
‘man was in Kurope I, as Acting 


iven in connexion with the Re- 
ion Department, investigations 
be made from time to time. _ If 


t 


particular item, and the reason for 
} Increase is that officers have been 
nsferred to the Attorney-General’s 
Reference has been made 


le member said that we were jketoipee 


ealth Police. That is not so, fas the 
oO cer is given the rank of inspector, be- 
cause his duties involve investigation and 
n in connexion with the en- 


Sir Rozert Best.—Are you transfer- 
ring the detectives from the Customs 
Department to your Department ? 


Mr. ‘GROOM.—So far that has not 


yortiment is to group them together i in a 
Central Investigation Branch to enable 
the work to be more economically and 
efficiently carried out. Commonwealth 
laws have been increasing in number, 
and naturally the Government must see 
y that its laws are enforced. This matter 
debated at a Premiers’ Conference, 
where it was suggested that the Common- 
wealth had no powers in this regard; but 
hat is absurd. Surely honorable mem- 
bers would not render the Government 
so impotent that it could not create a 
staff to enforce its own laws? The posi- 
tion would be ridiculous, as the Com- 
monwealth must have that power. Hon- 
orable members are continually urging 
the need for economy, and it is with that 
ybject in view that the present practice 
thas been adopted. 
“x Sag that during the war Lt 


Mr. Matnews.—The Government did 
t require this staff before ae Warwick 


a 


cident. 


Mr. GROOM.—The . he toe amen 
licé Force has been dispensed with, and 
have already repeated that several 
nes. That force was created under 


; eee hie Reig onan | 


to the office of inspector, and one honor- 


I remind honorable — 


. evar Precautions Act at a time, 


eaten stat for the reasons a: have 
mentioned. I remind honorable members — . 
that there are investigation officers in 
‘connexion with the Post Office, and it is ‘ 
the intention of the Government to bane 
such officers together under the Bs 
ment of the Attorney-General. Very — 
important inquiries are being made from _ 
time to time at the request of the 
Treasury. The 

Mr. James Pacu.—Have you always a 
had these officers ? 

Mr. GROOM.—All the officers hae 
transferred to the Attorney-General’s 
Department have been employed in other © 
Departments, and they are now being 
taken over to form one Central Tnvestix 
gation Branch. igh 

Mr. Jamus Pacx.—lIncluding those in 
the Post Office? | 

Mr. GROOM.—They are to come a ys 
later, and the representatives of different — 
Departments will then form the Investi- _ 
gation Bureau. That is a common-sense — 
and practical thing to do, as it saves time ; 
and money, and secures ‘efficiency. mrs 

Mr. James Pacr.—And you are creat- 
ing a new Department. 

Mr. GROOM.—I have already Ba 
sufficient to show that we are doing 
nothing of the kind. 


The honorable member for Bass (Mr. 
Jackson) asked for. some explanation in 
regard to the increased expenditure in con- 
nexion with the patents and trade marks 
vote. During the war there was a. 
suspension of patent operations; but now | 
‘there is an immense accumulation of 
work, which necessarily increases the ex- 
penditure i in connexion with the adminis- | 
tration of that Department. It is solely 
for that reason that the additional oxpege ts 
diture has been incurred. 


Mr. MAKIN (Hindmarsh) [6.22] ae 
regard to the Commonwealth Investiga- 4 
tion Branch, my views are in accord with — 
those of the honorable member. fon 
Maranoa (Mr. James Page), because I 
believe that we should not indulge in any — 
expenditure that cannot reasonably be 
justified. The Minister has endeavoured 
to do that by saying that the Government a 
must have the assistance of officers” to. 
make certain investigations in carrying — 
out the legislation passed by this Parlia- . 
ment. I am not going to advance 
ae mY. protest the claims of “ae Ay 


oe 


able members believe. in economy ° at 
all costs—because there is 


i am m favour of expenditure when 
We are getting a qwd pro quo for 
ur outlay. The Minister has said that 
_ the Commonwealth Police Force does not 
| now exist. 
. parison between thé salaries shown in this 
and last year’s Estimates, and find that 
‘the totals differ very little. The total of 
- the division for the Commonwealth In- 
vestigation Branch in 1919-20 was £7,102, 
and the estimated. expenditure for this 
- year is £6,634. ‘The total estimated ex- 
oY penditure in salaries in 1919-20 was 
- £6,722, and this year it 1s estimated at 
Me £6,254. if the Commonwealth Police 
_ Force has been disbanded, 2s the Minister 
says, it does not appear’ to be so from 
' the figures appearing m the Estimates; 
and it is quite evident that if we do not 
 eall i by its former mame it 1s in exist 
oy under another designation. 
7 Mr. Mackxsay—The members of the 
ae Dcenent Investigation Branch have been 
employed in various Departments, and 
' have been transferred, as the Minister 
Dna already explained. 
Mr. MAKIN.—I am not i a position 
| to challenge the statement of the honor- 
A ws mem ber. 
Mr. Latrrp, Swrra.—The Minister has 
| Ocaiy fully explained the position. We 
have always had investigating officers m 
a the Postal Department. 
Mr. MAKTIN.—I am not offering any 
‘objection to the employment of officers in 
_ the Postal Branch, where ghey 
Le is” ‘necessary. 
Mr. Groom.—The i ipnhian of the Go- 
ernment is to bring all such officers into 
one Department ‘instead of following the 
more costly method of having them 
perating under separate Departments. 


: Mr. MAKIN.—Does the Minister de- 


finitely state that a Commonwealth Police 
For ce does not now exist ? 


LOI a ee rae was kate 
oe a ee aon D schae yen 


connexion—although some. iL omne | 


: | sometimes. 
economy at the expense of efficiency. 


I have been making a com- 


of Conciliation and Arbitration. 


-. evening’s issue of the Herald it is 


CEE Gees —O 
ployed to make im 
nexion with the Post Office, 
toms, Taxation, and tinmigre 
ments. 

Mr, MAKIN.—That way he. | 
I had in my mind a measure that we 
discussing this afternoon, in which ; 
vision was made for the State polices 
operate on behalf of the Common? 

Mr. Groom.—We always ceo-oper. 
where we can; but the responsibility 
sceing that our own laws are observed 2 


have icons to aa investigation i : 
the oecasion arises. 


wealth Siefken, thee wes grave on- 
sistency somewhere. I rose particularly 
to record my protest against the expendr 
ture on a Commonwealth Police 


ould a ad, “by nec nf ‘the 
monwealth. ae 


very anxious to let et Gaon 
‘the Government with regard to the 'C 


well known. tao honorable members — 
Mr. Justice Higgins, who ‘has been 
President of that Court for someth 
like thirteen years, has announced — 
he intends to resign, and we ought 
have from the Government a staten 
as to what steps they intend to take 
enable the work of that tribunal 6 
carried on. Whatever may be — 
Mr. Justice Higgins—whether hon 
members approve or disapprove 
politics—it must be admitted that 
many cases he has carried on the | 
tions of the Court in such a way as 
keep the wheels of industry going w 


ae was Eg ohiss one of their | Shon 


ae ‘been eaned Wath arian. 
dissatisfaction is world-wide. In 


tioned that in the coal-mining indt 
of pirest Hae of the bie, : 


oe ite some Bua or- 
izations have decided not to avail 
nselves of the Commonwealth Con- 
iation and Arbitration Court, many of 
em. continue to appeal ta it. ‘The 


Jian Ueionieoes Piem—both very large 
rganizations—have stood by the Court 
x years, and are standing by it ate 


_ Arbitration Act was recently hokenn 
I expressed the opinion that certain 
visions in it would have a very bad 
fect, and from the point of view of the 
Court itself I look upon the contemplated 
A resignation of Mr. Justice Higgins as 
be being in the nature of a calamity. It 

“useless for us to bury our heads 
- an the sand, ostrich-like, and to pro- 
fess not to recognise the fact that a 
great number of the workers -prefer 
‘direct action rather than an appeal to 
arbitration, and I should like to know 
what the Government intend to do in 
regard to the Court. I know of organi- 
‘zations which have been waiting for a 
‘number of years to get before it. Some 
of the awards under “which industrial or- 
Be sestione are working are four years 
ue d, and need to be reviewed. If the 
principle of arbitration or the Wages 
Board system stands for anything, it is 
for the protection of the weakest in every 
industry. The more highly skilled men 
2 every industry are able to command 
fair wage, which in many cases is above 
hat fixed by the Court. 
Mr. MeWuttiams.—Havye not some of 
the more important unions decided dur- 
- the last year or two not to avail 


hat. ee 


McoWIutaMs. A not members 
the Australian Workers, Union, de- 

nding their own special rates, entirely 

from the award of the Court ? 


26d” improved conditions under an 
ard made by the Queensland Arbitra- 
Court, They are probably using 
b award as a lever to. obtain better 
ions elsewhere. I do not, think, 
r, that the Australian Workers 
has departed from the existing 
f He Ce Sheba Court... 


whether it is optional for the High Court 


Bigs has. ee ee 


shay intend to do in uae ay the coe 
and whether they propose almost imme- 
diately to appoint additional Justices ta 
cope with the congestion of business, Tha 
whole of the High Court Justices have re 
shown great reluctance to take on the 
work of the Conciliation and Arbitration ~ 
Court. Mr. Justice Powers, Deputy Pres 
sident of the Court, is now on leave. Mr. — 
Justice Isaacs, who has dealt with — 
certain arbitration cases, is about 
to enjoy twelve months’ leave of 
absence; Mr. Justice Rich has Divina 
with one or two Arbitration Court ~ 
eases; and Mr. Justice Starke has’ 
heard some Public Service cases. AIL. 
disputes relating to organizations of pupae, 

lie servants will now pass to another tri- 
bunal, but in view of the fact that the 
High Court Justices show a disinclination 

to sit on’ the Arbitration Court. Bench, 

we should be lacking in our duty if we 
passed these Estimates without obtain ee 
from the Government, a, definite statement 

as to the action they propose to take con- 
sequent upon the contemplated retire- 
ment of Mr. Justice Higgins. ; 


Mr. McWirtramsThe special. tri-. 
bunals for which the Industrial Peace Ack 
provides should also get going. 


Mr. ,TUDOR.—Compulsory conferences 
are convened under the Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, and in many cases haye 
proved successful, I. think that): a: 
dispute in which the carters and drivers’ 
organization was concerned was settled in 
that way. That organization comprisey_ 
thousands of men, and if they went on 
strike many other imdustries would be. 
affected. Whether we represent town or 
country constituencies, we are all say 
interested in keeping the wheels of in- 
dustry going, and we should insist upon 
a, statement from the Government in x: 
gard to this matter. I do. not know 


Judges to sit, in the Court of Conciliation. 
and. sy aN AR, 


Mr. Groom.—Tt is. a : 


Mr. TUDOR.—Then, in) view ot ian 
recent amendment of the Act providing 
for certain. cases to be dealt with by three 
Justices instead of one, additiona | an 
pointments must be made. | 


Mr. Huzoror.” Lasonp. —Mr., 


Ueiow —We have not. 


To hd 


‘he man to depart from any definite pro- 


nouncement that he makes, I hope that 
he will remain on the Bench, because I 
lieve that as President me the 
liation and Arbitration Court he has 
ndered invaluable service to Australia. 
Although the system has not, perhaps, lent 


itself to expedition in dealing with dis-. 
putes, it must be admitted that the Court 


as done excellent work. 


Mr. Rosert Coox.—Does the 
able member think that Mr. Justice 
Higgins is the only man in the Common- 
wealth who can properly fill the pene 
of President of the Court? | 


Mr. TUDOR.—I do not think that any 


man, no matter what position he may fill, 


$ indispensable, but some men are hetter 
fitted than others for certain positions. 


‘Mr. Rorerr Coox.—lIs it not a: Sack 
and Arbitration 


ee the Conciliation 
Court has been a lamentable failure? 


(Mr. TUDOR.—If that is the view of 


the Government—if they say that they 
intend to wipe out the Court—the indus- 
rialists will know where they are. 
Mr, Groom.—lIt is only a few weeks 
since we passed an amending Concilia- 
on and Arbitration Bill cont pa 
future action. 
Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member 
efers to the Bill providing that certain 


ae be heard by three Justices in- 


still ee by the Court, and. 


e a bad day for Australia if rhe ‘ 
jority of the workers declare for direct 
. and for the arbitrament of force — 
ae 


than = for pea ec 


_ There are membe: 


Con- 


honor- | 


“ since the pbk Ac 
Mr. . a is because of that fac 
Mr. TUDOR.—Those who know Mr. 

ustice Higgins will say that he is not — : 
Ba eations. which tine ay 


the Court and have waited for y 


fed an opport se to > obtai 


decision. 


ter for Works and Raiden 
on that we ee Tecen ently 


House hae but Ree i ty rc 
amendments of ine principal 


and are designed to expedite. 
Many of those amendments Ke 


moonshine to suggest ‘at, thong 


Intention on the part of the Gov 


to wipe out the Court. : 
Mr. MeWirt1uss. Whe 
tended to get the tribunals ; 
the Industrial Peace Act? 
Mr. GROOM.—That measure prov 
for the appointment of tribunals tc 


with disputes of an emergen 


as they arise. One such trib 
ready been aD Oe and its: 


‘The Act does not contemplat tk 
*pointment. of tribunals 1 in Aniielp al 


disputes. 

Mr. Hecror Liwonn, —Such 
bunal can act only when both | d. 
to its creation. hy 


Mr. GROOM.—Both Be, 


Chamber agreed to that measure 


Mr. Tupor.—That. is not Ww 
honorable member for Illaw r 
Hector.Lamond) means.© 

Mr. GROOM.—I know that. 
tribunals can be brought into 


when both . parties to. 


dispute agree to the doen i 
course. But the Act has been 
and the machinery provided, to 


these classes of disputes to be de. 
effectively. 
_ been appointed, and ha: give 1 
any, people iene in favour Oh ia 
| the 


One tribunal has 


Mr. Hecror Lamon 


stitutionality of th is 
ed 


what they conceive to be their 
nd privileges. The only other 
ised by the honorable member 
erence to the appointment of 
izes to the High Court Bench. May 
int out to him that no vacancy has 
been. created there. 
ondition arise, the Government will take 
ps to deal with it, 

Mr. Tupor.—Is not the fact that no 
acancy has yet occurred due to the de- 
nination of Mr. Justice Higgins to 
plete the hearing of cases which have 
eady been commenced before him ? 
Mr. GROOM.—We cannot deal with 
condition which has not yet arisen. Mr. 
Justice Starke is assisting in the disposal 
of Arbitration Court work, and the Go- 
vernment are considering the appoint- 
rent of a third Judge under the existing 
.ct in order to enable that Court to pro- 
rly function. The honorable member 
y rest. assured that’ every action ie 
taken to properly staff the Court, 

r that there may be no undue Aung 
Dating with industrial. cases. 


Mr. CHARLTON. (Hunter) [8.18].— 
I wish to direct the attention of the 
Minister to the appeal, to which refer- 
nce has already been made. In con- 
_ nexion with that appeal, I hope that the 
Government will be adequately sober 
sented by counsel. 
Mr. Groom.—lIt is the intention af the 
Government to ask leave to intervene. 
Mr.. CHARLTON.—The other day 
hen I was asked whether upon that ap- 
al the Government would be repre- 
mted by counsel, the Prime Minister 
v Mr. Hughes) replied that, so far as that 
constitutionally possible, . they would 
pe $0 represented. But may I point out 
at there are matters involved in that 
peal which do not touch the constitu- 
onal question at all. 
Mr. McWiturams.—Is not the only 
estion that before the Court? 
Mr. CHARLTON.—No. There are a 
mber of questions involved in addition 
the constitutionality of the Industrial 
eace Act. I hope that counsel will deal 
“with the whole of the circumstances 
which are placed before the Court. Tif 
the award of the Special Tribunal ap- 
pointed in connexion with the coal in- 
ry be set aside, the result may be 
astrous. Consequently the Govern- 


A ih) 


 €0 


e 


ace Aap will inevitably strive 


Should such a 


ae at outs bound to do ie om is 


ARS long : aa we. are ere Kole ie, a eee ‘ge. iddotitutlon 
of the award. But, quite apart from the 


sas 


more Sb ib. 


Industrial Peace Act, the Arbitratio 
Court has a lot of orks to do. I think 
that the Prime Minister stated that 
no tribunals would be established under 
the Industrial Peace Act in connexion 
with cases which have already been listed 
before the Arbitration Court, because it 
would be regarded as an ‘attem pt to 
undermine the Arbitration’ Act. If that 
be so, it behoves the Government to — 
see that whatever Justices are necessary 
to preside over that Court are ap 
pointed. Three Justices of the High 
Court are necessary to hear any appea 
in which the question of hours is In. 
volved, and there are few appeals in 
which that question does not arise. I 
hope, therefore. that the Minister wil 
do everything that is possible to uphold — 
the Industrial Peace Act, under which 
an award has been made in connexion 
with the coal-mining indust a 
Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [8. ot]. 
—J have not been able to-recognise that © 
such overwhelmingly good work has been — 
done by the Arbitration Court during the © 
past few years. Some of the awards 
given by that tribunal have been posh 
tively ridiculous. Take, for example, an 
award which was given by it only a few 
days ago. Honorable members know 
that all over Australia there are river 
boats, the captains of which are not 
sailors, and do not possess sea-going cer- 
tificates. They merely obtain licences 
from the local Marine Boards. | Yet 
under an Arbitration Court award which | 
was recently given, they are to receive 
the same wages as are the captains one 
sea-going vessels. The result is that aan ‘ 
boats are being tied up all over Australia, 
to the very great inconvenience of the 
settlers, to whom they have been of con- 
siderable service. 
I agree with some of the statements 
which have been made by the Leader o: 
the Opposition i Tudor). Tt 


ter (Mr. Hughes) ‘and & Judge of he 
High Court should be bandying words 

the press. When we find these gentlemen . 
one sisal other in Has aie news: 


‘elevate the public life of Australia. nee 
add to the dignity of our High Court 
Judges. I hope that we shall hear no 


A Je oe that eo 
ed and one honorable member 


hat hope. 


y his position, In. view of the faet — 


s pg been listed had the: 


: ar’ qo to pen chy tl 


g@ taken to keep the machinery 
tribunal in action. An amend- 

_ has been moved to reduce the vote 
these Estimates by £1, in order’ to. 
e question of whether this-Parlia- 


ntends to sanction the creation of 
namely, the 
ba : 


new Department, 
onwealth Police Department. 
to vote for that amendment. The 
mbers of the Country party have pre- 
usly done their utthost, though without 
ess, tO secure 2. reduction in these 
mates. 1 recognised then, as J re- 
nise now, that the only way in which 
call achieve our object is by prevent- 
the creation of new Departments. 
Mr. Tuper.—When it was proposed. to 
sfer the Pensions Branch,ywhich had 
satisfactorily administered under 
Treasury Department, for the pur- 
aa ie the Repatriation nea 


eae fananel 


Lehmann oe 
a ‘to effect re- 


aap proposals 
aa, —the honorable 


ee. hae ene orew cette 


ee beats. we are now 


ROOM. Le eonombis ‘Cae ber 


3 o is a new obi but. | 


ae ©.—-Lake a nO 


ment, Mr. Brown. He was. 


he Commonwealth Police 


ex man 1 who was: ae 


Mr. Justice Higgins — 4 
idy declared: his intention of re- 


ea ip ne are. pe 

toms Department, for 

ment, and for other 

in each of these Departm 

special detectives. They 
mental officers, and, as far a 

gather, not one of them. has: been | 

from. his office. | ary t 

that the ae way in which 


tel one is by ieee ag te 
mania for the creation of 
a5 ble Saat has not: eee 


Soa a wasnt response. aD. 
that the Committee will ta 

stand against the establishm 

and every other new Depar 
discussed one of these proposals 
and | hope that we have heard 
of it. Now we are invited to 
creation of.a’ Commonwealth P 
partment. dn’ precisely the sam: 
have: unnecessarily duplicated 
tivities in: connexion with o 
‘Bank and our Taxation De 
The state of our finances is 

We know of the difficulties 
vernment in connexion with their v 
_ guarantee. . In regard to every 


* pressure has to be’ ‘brought to 


the people and financial institi 
secure the necessary gees 
piling on expenditure — 

after Department, and, so 
cals ee betas: no 


by t 
fon of ad a Pores, T shall | vote 
amendment. REST Gx, 


We. GROOM (Darling. 1 pe 
ter for Works and Railways) ¥ 
The honorable member says tha 
the old Police Force over again. I 


formed honorable members, 


- suspension of the sitting this” 


that the whole of the Police Force’ v 
he been created under the War. | 
10) yaaa heen ae lubely dashe 


i oi eee many fs the 
“who. ewere, in the Commonwealth 
ce Force are in this present organi- 


~GROO 


_—I do not think there 
single individual. 


My information 


mmissioner of Police was vacated long 
a>: ne Asana resigned, on 


x ions, Cave Te to mone as ‘Camitis 
} But that position is now ended. 

Force which is now being created is 
a Police Force in the sense in which 
* State Police Forces are eves aneaneen 


at i rine calle 
Mr GROOM. —I assure. ‘the honorable 


year. ago. 
Mr. James Pacr.__-We 


By: had not a 
ay hance to discuss them. 


‘yam a lie like that Sees my nga! 
The CHAIRMAN. (Hon. J. M. 
hanter).—Order! The honorable mem- 
. will please withdraw that expression. 
~ Wr. GROOM.—1I can only -assure: the 
honorable member— 
Mr; James Pace.—You are not going 
to tell me a lie! 


' Will the 
. inister icon resume his seat. 
on the honorable member for Maranoa 
to withdraw. 

‘Mr. James Pace. Sieh iinen: what? 
Am I going to sit here and let the Min- 
‘tell’ me that? I will not Sera a 
from. him, 
he CHAIRMAN.—Order! L again 
ni honorable member to withdraw. 


WW - because it, is a lie, and the Min- 
mows very well that the Estimates 
year were “‘ gagged ’’ through, and 
ad no opportunity to discuss the 
pomwenl thy moti or pepe else: 


ve expression, ie. each girs it 
w ihe ‘Chair et and: T ask ake to 


The offcé of 


‘In my! hand, a list. of names 


I call 


Pe pry put up that, dand! of stunt. ben 


ti 


Mr. GROOM. aT said that this item a 
was explained to the House before, _ 
namely, that the Commonwealth Polis oe 
Force had been abolished, and that we 
were setting up in its place an Tnvesti~ 
gation Branch. fhe 

Mr. Tupor.—The same thing under f 
another name. y eg 


Mr. GROOM.—I informed honorable. ‘a 


members earlier this evening that the m- © 


tention of the Government was to create — 
an Investigation Bureau, under the De-. 
partment where it properly should: be, 
namely, that of the Attorney-General. 
Instead of having each Department with 
its, own separate detective agents and in- ~ 
vestigating officers, it was rightly deemed _ 
more economical, and in the interests of 
higher efficiency, that all should be | 
grouped. I have already said that, from 
time to time, we have been transferring Na: 
these officials to the control of the At- 
torney-General. There is no intention 
here to. create a new Department. I hold 
of officers: 
which, has _appeared in the Government: 
Gazette. Every one of the individualsis 
an officer who has been. transferred from 
some other Department to that of the: ; 
Attorney-General. ! 
. Mr. Tupor.—Who are these men? 
Mr. GROOM.—Honorable members 
may peruse the list, but I have no objec- 
tion to reading it. "The first name is that i 
of Harold Edward Jones, Senior Clerk, 
Department of the Treasury. 

Mr. Tupor.—Who is the Director ? Rey 
Mr. GROOM.—Major Jones was placed 
in charge. he 

Mr. McWiuurams.—Have the Govern- © 


ment filled the vacancies created: “by the ae 


removal of those officers ? vie 

Mr. GROOM.—They have bce merely — 
transferred. They have come from the ~ 
Department of -the Treasury, from the 
Home and Territories Department, and) 
from. other branches of the Comnionwealth 
Service, where investigation has been 
necessary and is still proceeding. Our in 
tention is solely ta prevent duplication, 
and to concentrate this work of investiga- 
tion under the one head, which is proper 
and economical, - 

Mr. McWitt1ams.—But is woe ‘that 
said of every new Department? ee 

Mr. GROOM.—The. honorable. meee 


ome __ Estimates, 


| \ ee: 


all about it. I am showing him that 
- these officials are being transferred from 
one Department and another to that of 
the Attorney-General. The proposition 
is sound and business-like. I would quite 
expect the honorable member to protest 
if he saw investigation branches growing 
as excrescences upon each Department 
throughout the Commonwealth Service. 
I emphasize that there is: no intention 
here to create an ordinary police force 
whose duty it would be to keep the 
King’s peace. 

Mr. McWiuriiams.—That was never 
suggested. 


_ Mr. GROOM.—The honorable mem- 
ber said so. He said that there were the 


State Police, who had not refused to do: 


our work. This is not the kind of work 
that the State Police Forces are doing. 
It is independent work; it is work arising 
from responsibilities created by our own 
Statutes and their administration. 


Mr. Maxweiu.—And it is the kind of 
- work which the ordinary police could not 
do, in that it requires skilled investiga- 
_ tion. 

Mr. GROOM.—Quite so. Numbers of 
these officers have been engaged in in- 
vestigation work for the Commonwealth 
practically since the inauguration of 
Federation. Ag soon as the Immigration 
_Act was passed officers were appointed to 
perform a particular class, of investiga- 
_ tion work; and then there were Customs 


officials who were given a peculiar line of ' 


_ duty to perform. 
Mr. McWiiiraMs. 


officers still on your lists. 
Mr. GROOM.—wWe are making pro- 


vision for their transfer as thé occasion 
arises. -The process of transfer is in 
operation, and provision to that end has 
“been made in the Estimates. Finally, 

this is an’ endeavour to perform effective 
administration, artd I am convinced that 
ae the right line of action is being followed. 


_ Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
- {8.41].—It is rather peculiar that this 
effort to secure economy should centre 
around: one of the few. proposals to be 
found in the Estimates which have for 
their objective the cutting down of re- 
jundant expenditure. 


He ie said that this is an en- 
- tirely new Department, and that he knew 


‘this was not the old Commonwealth Police 


You have got these - 


also states— 


I am, ato ones , 


members that that as oh ah 
was hatched at Warwick has produ 
Force which will remain for « ever 0 


(Mr, sae proves that fear to. 
groundless. This proposal is one whi 
T would like to see copied in relation 
several other departmental activi 
where there is an unnecessary and 
or less expensive tendency towards 
cation. I am glad that the ‘(Goverm 
are making an effort to place the w 
of the work of Commonwealth inves 
gation under the control and guidance 
one skilled officer, in the one Depar 
ment. That official, supported by 
united and a traimed staff, should be 
to perform good service. The propos 
tion, altogether, is one of which honorab 
members should approre 


Mr, JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [8. 44]. 
—The Minister (Mr. Groom) stated, both 
before the suspension of the sitting and 
after, in reply to the honorable member 
for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams), that 


Force at all, and had nothing to do wit 
it. Yet, in the Aliens Registration Bil 
introduced only this afternoon, there is 
to be found the phrase, “ Officer ? me 
a member of the Police Force.” 


Mr. Groom.—Of course; 
a State Police Force. | 


Mr. JAMES PAGE. thee oe does 
not the Bill say so? If he is a State 
officer, why not make it perfectly clear 
because we are dealing with a Commot 
wealth measure? The definition cl 


a member 


‘Officer ’’ means a member of the Pol 
Foree, or an officer of Customs, or an offi 
of the Department administering this A¢ 
a prescribed officer, or any person autho 
by the Minister to exercise the peve con- 
ferred on officers by this Act. up 

Mr. Groom.—When the Chhstamie! Bi 
was passed, the same terms were em 
ployed, so we are acting in a_perfectl 
consistent manner in our references to the 
operations of the State Police. 

Mr. JAMES PAGEH.—No, you are no! 
What about the War Precautions Act 

Mr. Groom.—What has that Act : 
with oe 


nates, § [4 Nove 


uch panic legislation as the result, of the 
ar Precautions Act regulations. The 
orable member for Illawarra (Mr. 
ctor « Lamond) spoke about the 
ciency of the Department under the 
proposed new system of control. I should 
like to know how we are to get greater 
ciency than at present, because all the 
rious Departments have their own de- 
tives in the different States. 
‘Mr. Srewart.—And they are well 
own to everybody. ; 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I do not know 
that they are so well known. Speaking 
f the Customs Office detectives in Bris- 


nd the contraband on every boat that 
omes down the coast. . 


Mr. Beti.—WNot all. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—They find a 
great deal. I have the greatest faith 
ossible in the Customs officers who 
xamine the vessels that come down the 
coast from the East. 


~ Mr. Bert.—Under the new scheme, 
he same men will be doing that work. 
The Minister says so. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—But we shall 
have half-a-dozen officers doing the work 
of one or two. The honorable member 
or Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) was quite 
right when he said that we must watch 
the creation of these new sub-Depart- 
ments. The Minister in charge of the 
Bill (Mr. Groom), if he had his way, 
would run the whole of the Common- 
alth by means of these sub-Depart- 
ments, and give honorable members no 
nd of reasons why they should be 
 ereated—with him, of course, at the 
ead. He puts me in mind of an 
ndian Prince going to a  durbar 
ith the whole of his retinue around. 
him. This new scheme will not make 
for efficiency. Take the detectives who 
ork in the post-offices of the dif- 
erent States. I can speak of them, be- 
ause I know what they are doing. In 
3risbane, one man does the whole of the 
Post Office detective work. The State 
detectives will not take up investigation 
york in connexion with postal matters 
mless they can get this special officer, 
vho knows the ropes, to work in with 
em, The sub-Treasury Department in 
1eensland has a detective officer whose 


MBER, | 


AMES ‘PAGE.—This fs: at 50 “pobbed, | He is an expert at finding out 


all about invalid and_ old-age pension 
claims, the maternity bonus, and other 
Treasury accounts. All these men are 
specialists in their particular spheres. 
And what does the Minister want to do? — 
He wants to place all these men in a sub- _ 
Department, and, perhaps, some of them 
will be put on to the work of examining 
vessels. He wants to make a ‘‘hotch- 
potch” of the whole business, giving these _ 
officers all sorts of fancy names—inspec- 
tors, sub-inspectors, first class inspectors, 
second class sub-inspectors, and soon. 

Mr. Jacxson.—What would 
gest calling them ? | ar 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Nothing at all, — 
These men do not want their photographs 
to be published in the papers. Let them — 
go on working in the future as they have 
worked in the past. The Minister said a 


you sug- 


little while ago that all these items were 


passed last year. No one knows better 
than you, Mr. Chairman, that the whole 
of the Estimates were put in globo, and 
by means of the “‘ gag ” millions of money ne 
was voted in a few hours without any ~ 
honorable member being able to say one 
word about the various items. It was the — 
Government, not the House, that passed _ 
the Estimates. The honorable mem- a 
ber for Franklin (Mr, McWilliams) 
put his finger on the spot when he said _ 
that we should watch carefully the crea- — 
tion of these sub-Departments if we want _ 
to avoid unnecessary ~expenditure. I do _ 
not know whether the Ministry intend to te 
create positions for ‘‘ gone-bung” poli- — 
ticians or not, but up to the present the — 
Government have had such a.‘ doing” 
that I do not think they will go any iN 
further with these proposals, == 

Mr. Tupor.—Do you think the Public — 
Service’ Bill is ‘“‘up the spout’? atv 
_ Mr. JAMES PAGE.—On the contrary, — 
I think it has gone down to the very — 
bottom of the ‘‘ spout,” judging by its — 
position on the notice-paper, and IT hope — 
this Bill will be alongside it. I have no 
objection to men occupying these posi- ~ 
tions, but I do object to the creation of | 
those sub-Departments,. and, in the | 


words of the Assistant Minister for Re- 
patriation (Mr. Rodgers), makinn beens 
blades of grass grow where one rei: 
fore. The purpose of this Bill “isite. 
create two Departments where one suf- 
ficed before, and T hope, therefore, that 
the Neale: will support my amend 
meént, — Mecarc 
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estion: Sie] resolved in. the ic Oke 
dment negatived. 


“Tuazzarint. —1I should, like: some in- 
tior cgi iis 


ae Acuna to. 


on. Versus Hage a 


. Aiea i has ‘ie — 


hee on ne neal Tstiovatess 
£3,087 was voted to pay the | 


mred i in. America in the law 


v. Hughes, and. 1. ask the 


England ? 
Hughes), succeed, or were 


iene in the. li 
Merton and the Commo: 
oe that, we are now ati 


anything done: by: the A 
Department since its. ii 
were the expenses on the 
Did the Prime 


Merton. paid by, the. Comm 


3 vernment! 2 


ue Ether: oe ‘aan mh me 
last year, and we are not. 
to it now. 


we to know, ue ae icone 
the: ease was ‘enitled a 


‘ment ae hab case bay come efo 


ah ae, 


cm a penta iee A sed off. 


tralia, with whose money the expe 
the case were paid, are not = 


know exactly on what: terms : 


was settled. 
certain ONE AT a ie 
Pelee im feartatlns ade 


greene of ie case. "Te eg 
Minister’ will let ug knee eal 
so ‘Spent. 


on 


PARKER ‘MOLONE: : 


mount of. money aja ree cha 


: RyaN They aoatd give id in- 
ti on. ‘if they had a something to 


PARKER MOLONEY.—If there 


thing to hide, why should there be 
“apes about the matter? Surely 


Prats iy pean, hana and biony at 
; been tea Tt as ‘sowed that 


7 Fithis case. 
ir. OConsrvine. ~We want to know 


i ad much it cost to ‘“‘ square ” Mertons? 


x, PARKER MOLONEY.—I do not 
w whether they were “‘ squared,’ but 
ere has been considerable discussion of 
is case in the newspapers, and it is 
fe arkable that we have had no infor- 


r. Hector Lamonp.—Apparently we 
not paying chy eg so why should 
hee about it? 


ow thet we are not paying ee 
aa, Hecror Lamonp—The Minister 


Mes cc thiny of fue bind > 
‘Mr. Groom.—l say that there is not a 


ih “What were “the deirte ef Abie 
ment? If the Commonwealth has 
to pay, we should know how much 
‘been paid; and if nothing\was paid, 
. should know that, too. The Prime 


ering. ne. it bas is by the Pics 
mister (Mr: Hughes). Should Min- 


rs persist in withholding this informa- | 


" the Committee should foree them to 


u ‘Dupor.—The expenditure + was not 
Sete in ae year’s Estimates, | 


Advance. _ é 
mentary authority. 


the Chair. 


mittee, 


out of the 
oe know about it. 


Hootisainarte 


bt: was paid ae titiont “parla. 
Mir PARKER MOLONEY. ea 


sitlority Frc om. this ‘House ? 


‘much was paid? 


‘The ee, 


Chanter ).— 


ion, 


I cannot allow a, general dis- 
eussion of sbeube year’s’ Estimates.. # 
ape 


eu narrow limits. 
last year’s Estimates. 

Mr. Groom.—It is in last year’s x. 
pendituré, . 


The CHATIRMAN.—The Raterwaten for 
the current year are now before the Com- 
and in a separate column ~ 
shown the expenditure on various items 
for last year. That expenditure has 
tuken place, and the Committee that 
dealt with it was responsible for it. This | 
Committee cannot revise it. The honor-— 
able member may make inquiries from 
Ministers regarding it, but he must bag 

go beyond that. : 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. ee 
not in order in discussing the general 
policy of the Attorney-General’s hii: 
ment ? 


Mr. 


The sum. is mone on 


Groom.—You are disci te 


“specific titem. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY aes 
discussing the general policy of the D 
partment in connexion ‘with “a certa! 
Lenehan The rane was ‘incurred i 


sataisian was iio etl it on this sais 
or last year’s Estimates. If it was » 


Advance, — 
parties 


Treasurer’s 


Department. If hie Tagen tara wi 
se ah in SQ aoe ae manner, we a 


sia ea teiok iat. amd. the ena 
webeotieer: ogee AN ‘or ‘noel 


iG a 


. PARKER MOLONEY. a ee 


discussing | the total of the Attorney- 
-General’s Department. The Minister for 
the Navy (Mr. Laird Smith) will 
not. be able to confine me to 
limits. as 


‘loning wthe matter at all. I am sure 


that if this matter were connected with > 


the Department for the Navy, the Minis- 

r would expect to have his Department 
eriticised in the same way. If the At- 
-torney-General’s Department is accus- 
tomed to carry on its business in this 
‘way it is time that Parliament had an 
opportunity of discussing the Depart- 
ment’s whole policy. Such a slipshod 
manner of doing business would be a re- 
flection on any Department, The Prime 
: Minister, who is also the Attorney-Gene- 
ae opal ahould not have the power and privi- 
— dege to do this kind of thing. It should 


not be his special right to carry on busi- 


ess 1n that slipshod manner. We want 
to know the terms on which the action 
was settled, and what the amount was. 
We have no idea of the terms or conrdi- 
ticns. Instead of answering or endeavour- 
ing to answer the question, or even ad- 
mitting that the matter is important, the 
Minister at the table (Mr. Groom) 
politely asks us to pass on to the next 
business, as if this thing meant nothing, 


nd was of no consequence to the people. 
We should not be doing our duty to the 


people who sent us here if we consented 
to do business in that way. I sincerely 
trust that other honorable members will 
express their opinions about a transaction 


t. this kind, because if it is allowed to 


pass in one instance there will be no end 
» it. It does not matter whether the 
n ount was large or small; it is a matter 
ap principle, If that kind of thing can 
done by one Minister, because he 
appens to be the Prime Minister and 
_ Attorney-General, who, under the War 
-recautions Act, has been able to do 
ery much as he liked during the past 
our on a years, it is time Loe oe 


such | 
will debar me from men- 


mittee | an rootua ee to. know 8 
thing about it. If not, we shall hay 
do as the honorable | member pi ‘es 
Sydney (Mr. Ryan) suggests, 

some other means of tad | ut 
facts. ta matter has been ¢ 


kept in le ne too long about: ] 
of this kind. 


Mr. CONSIDINE (Bare Io 22) 
The request made by the honorable mem 


ber for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), 

supported by the honorable membe: 
Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney), is 

reasonable, and I cannot understan 

the Minister On oe helucs 


fh eaubs, Ba cannot he tell re Cor 
mittee how much was paid and w a 
rangement was entered into? The m 
paid may have represented dam 
all that we know. The case mé 


may have had to pay a very ae 


sum on account of the Prime M 
adventures on the other sid 
world. For all we know, the 
may have been saddled with a lar 
penditure. All we are given is a V 
statement that a certain sum was” ) 


That payment was never autho ‘ized. 
this Parliament, because Parliam tv 


never consulted. It does not appea 
any of the Estimates. — 


- 4ster is asked to explain. to. the rep! 
sentatives of the people the ee g 
oe 


A of the payment of a large su 


no proper reply is given, and 
eheation: : is. p otore for the payment 


he Patutignvoalth saddled with this 


ve the information, we shall have to 
gate an opportunity for him to do 
. In order to give him that oppor- 
ity, and as a protest against his action 
1 refusing to tell the Committee the rea- 
s for the payment and the noaaee 
tually paid to Merton and Company, I 


That the item “Crown Solicitor, £1,250,” be 
My reduced by £1. 

16 Ministry have done some very high- 
handed things in their time, and Parlia- 
ment is being reduced more and more to 
a peere echo of Loam acts. The 
he ae to do various things thot 
ak consulting Parliament; and, judging by 
_ the meek spirit in which their followers 


iament iioht: as well not Gish at all. 
his is the most recent example of the 
igh-handed way in which the Govern- 


w After all the spectacular stuff 
which appeared in, the newspapers about 
the great fight that was to be made in 
connexion with the case, we now learn 
that the matter has been ‘hushed up, that 
Merton and Company have been bought 
off, and no information’ is vouchsafed to 
the taxpayers or their representatives. 
pparently, all the use they are ig to 
ind the money, and all the use we’ are 1s 

imply to say ‘‘ yes’? to whatever the 
Government do. Otherwise we are ex- 
ae to be like dumb dogs. If mem- 


instead of bothering their heads 
» come here. 


do not know whether it woated suit his 
onstituents. I do not know whether the 
sople’s lack of interest in parliamentary 
oceedings has reached the stage at 
1ich they are content to “‘ pay, pay, 
,’ without any inquiry being made 
any discussion taking place of the 
a: 


Minister’ s Weare on the OUner 


to acquiesce in that line of conduct, or 
to act like a dummy here. 


If the Minister will not 


side af the id 1 am not prepared 
I agree with, 
the honorable member for West Sydney | m 
that, if Ministers are going to treat us 
in that cavalier fashion, and refuse even ~ 
to have the courtesy to reply when a — 
question of vital importance concerning 
the payment of a large sum of money is 
asked of them, it is time we knew whal — 
was behind it all. Why do the Govern- — 
ment want to hush this thing up? What — 
is it that they want to cover up? It 
would seem that more than actual ex- 
penses were paid in this business. If — 
not, why do the Government persist in — 
refusing to divulge the information asked 
for? One would have thought that, if 
there was anything peculiar about this. 
particular case, the item would have ap- 
peared on the ‘Estimates in the ordinary — 
way, and been duly authorized by Parlia- 
ment; but, in this case, the money has 


-been paid out without the people’s repre- 


sentatives being consulted, and when ~ 
they dare to ask a question on the matter — 
it is ignored and nothing is done. As a 
protest against this high- -handed pro- _ 
cedure I submit my amendment, 


Mr. MsWILLIAMS (Franklin) [9.31]. 
—The position is extraordinary. I have 
had a fairly long parliamentary expert- 
ence, but I have not known of an 
instance like this to occur before. = 

Mr. Wise.—You have never heard a 
question like this asked before on the _ 
previous year’s expenditure. me 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—According to 
the information given to the Committee 
this item. did not appear in last year’s 
Estimates. 

Mr. Groom.—That is correct. as 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—tThen it is use- 
less to say that we are discussing last. 
year’s Estimates. But what course is 
open to us if the money wae gpent last 
year without parliamentary sanction and 
we are prevented from discussing it on 
this year’s Hstimates? I have never — 
known a case like this to occur before, 

and I doubt if there has been any in- — 

stance of the kind in any other British 
Parliament. An item of £3,087 appears 
in this year’s Estimates as having heen — 
expended last year in America, in con- 
nexion with the action brought Nips: 
Merton against the Prime Minister (Mr. a 
Hughes), but no particulars are given ine 
regard to it to indicate whether it is the 
total amount involved, or Manisa it. was 


damages. 
‘year we shall mot be placed im exactly 
“ale: same position. JI presume that this 
Lange has been ‘paid out of the 
‘Wreasurer’s Advance Account, but, if so, 
it has been very improperly paid ‘out cof 
at. 
Mr. Tupor.—If the case has cost 
+ £3; 087 in America, how much more is it 
sty to cost in Great Britain where the 
proceedings were commenced ? 
~ Mr. McWiLLIAMS. Quite so, The 
| Minister (Mr. : Groom) in charge of these 
' Estimates should be frank with the Com- 
mittee. The question put fo him was 
quite a pertinent one. In fact, ‘honor- 
‘able members would have been nevlecting 
their duty if some one had not asked it. 
It i bisteric and proverbial that the 
‘Crown shall. not 
‘the consent of Parliament, but the prac- 
tice is that, if in extraordinary circum- 
‘stances this is done, a Minister, immedi- 
canal the House meets and the Estimates 
“are introduced, points out to Parliament 
| Die reason for the urgency of the ex- 
Menditare during the recess, and explains 
the nature of 1b. To smuggle an item 
through in this way is wnfair to honor- 
able members. 
Mr. Groom.—How can it be said that 


We are attempting to smuggle the item: 


through when it appears in print? 

“Mr. McWILLIAMS.—It is certainly 
din print, but the Minister has asked the 
Chairman to rule that it cannot be dis- 
“eussed, because there is no item of ex- 
fe aaitive appearing in this 
mates in connexion with the gee 


The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. MW. 
lates -—The honorable member is in 
error in stating that the Minister asked 
me to give that ruling. He did no such 
ie 


MEWILLTAMS.he Minister 


ve sae the statement that the matter was 
not contained in this year’s Estimates, 
vand you, Mr. Chairman, ruled immedi- 
ately afterwards that it could not be dis- 


~-eussed, ‘because 14 was not in the EHsti- ~ 


mates. : 

Lo ondgs CHATRMAN.—1I ruled 
way of my own volition, and not at the 
instance of the Minister. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I did not in- 

end to convey.the impression that T held 

u had ruled as you did at the imstiga- 

of the Minister; at the same time, J 


paid for ie ! iets or in : liquidation of - 
‘Nor do we know that next. ti 
this year’s Estimates, it co 


was not -on last year’s Estimates. 


been brought down ‘to this ‘House exce 


spend money without _ plained 


poh us 18 not fair tO Parliament wos 7 


‘item already expended, thus preventi 


year’s Hsti-_ 


in that ~ 


ee ‘point ve as ge 


cussed. This is the first. OD 
‘orable members have had of. ‘doull 
this expenditure of over £3,000, 


most improper to place last ‘ye: 
penditure in this year’s Estimates 
make it appear that the Commit 
passing the Hstimates, hap given 
‘set toi it. i ae 
Mr. Poynron.—No Hstinantee: 
in the first year of Federation . 
references m them ‘to - ‘expendiil 
previous years. . ON ak 


Mr. McWILLIAMS. i the Mi 
had placed the item in ‘the Estimate 
oo for this year, and had 
. honorable members w 
have hee. in a position to deal wit 


ae then hs it in eg Histinaten: S 


the Committee from. obtaining in 
tion in regard to it. As the Leader 
the Opposition (Mx. Tudor) has p 
out,: as the case originated in 
Britain and was settled there, it i 
reasonable to suppose that a consid 
portion of the total expenditure in 
in this regard took place in Great B 
At any rate, it is a monstrous - proposi 
to contend that because this expen 
was incurred last year, although it 
pears in print at the bottom of a pa 
this year’s Estimates, it cannot be 
cussed by this Committee. It is a 7 
tion that should not be tolerated br 
responsible Parliament. I shall vot 
the amendment. I hope that hono: 

members will always resent expen 
which is incurred without oppor 
being afforded to Parliament ‘to dase 
it; and J am afraid that unless we prot 
most vigorously, we shall have a rep 
‘tion of this method of conducting | alte 
when the*next Estimates come befo 


‘Mr, LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [9-4 
I was very much surprised to learn 
‘this item. of expenditure did not appeal 
in last year’s Estimates, because - 
hardly opened my mouth to speak 
the matter when the Minister 
‘Groom) declared that it was on last ye 
Estimates. However, what concermes 
most when I first mentioned it was 1 


amount owe as. having (eos 


nnexion with this legal action. If ib 
the practice of the. Department, of the 
ttorney-General to pay amoumts like. 
his, perhaps even larger sums, out, of the 
freasurer’s Advance Account, or in any 
er way, Wl without this Parliament hav- 
g the opportunity of discussing or 
authorizing them, we are drifting into. 
ery dangerous: channels. If the Minis- 
r would tell us the total amount in 
shich the Commonwealth has been in- 
volved in this unfortunate business, and: 
he exact terms of settlement, we might 
able to take proper steps to see that 
s kind of thing does not occur again. 
tainly, the Prime Minister (Mr. 
‘ughes) was not ‘acting as Attorney- 
General when action was taken against 
him by Mr. Merton; and [£ understand 
that some other Minister, who was ad- 
ministering the Department, took steps 
to indemnify him to the full amount. of 
the. costs. in which he would be involved. 
im vespect. of some of his. utterances in. 
Great. Britain. But this methdd of cover- 
ing the expenditure would seem to indi- 
_ cate that there is something sinister about 
pit In. another case in which: a Govern- 
ment have just recently undertaken to 
‘ pay the legal expenses of a Minister im a 
certain. action, they were, quite frank in 
teling Parliament what they proposed ta 
de [ was concerned about the case. 
against the Prime Minister, because re- 
ip fea questions have been ‘aslbedk in the 
House regarding it, and one night the 
() Beeasurer (Sir Soseph Cook), had to refer 
the: honorable member for West Cydmey 
(Mr. Ryam) to: the Attcrney-General for 
the: information he required, because he 
knew ote about this expenditure of 
£3,087. I wender if many similar 
mounts, about which he knows. nothing, 
have. been paid out of his. Advance. Ac- 
What is agitating honorable 
Y onan aed 1s, beves desire to, have: 


ers damages, or ee 7 is cae S iuele 
the. expenditure in which. the. Comroane 


only “part of -it. Beata the “Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes), who is now im 
: hamb ber, Megs heey the information. 


eee. the extent to which. the 


~~! 


f 1920-21. | ate ? 


“ee 


This haat et eoeld: not have fee. xed Up , 
without some documents being in exist. 


ence. (What are they? Is this amount. 


oh ty 


to which the Commonwealth has, beem 
committed to be paid out of the Trea- 


surer’s Advance; as other expenditure has. 


been? The Prime Minister may laugh; 


but, to my mund, playing fast and loose: 


with the taxpayers’ money is no laughing 
matter. lt is all very fine for the Prime: 
Minister, with his servile majority be- 
hind him--— 

J. Mt. 


The ©OHWAIRMAN (Hon. 


Chanter).—I ask. the honorable member } 


to withdraw that expression. 

Mr. 
word “ servile.” 
of the country, who have to foot: the: bill,, 


that they should be told. exactly to what; 


amount the Commonwealth has beem eom-- 
mitted my connexion. with this matter... I 


LAZZARINI—I withdraw a : 
It is due to the people 


ask the Prime Minister to give the Com 


mittee a full explanation of this item. I 
support the amendment. If honorable 
members are faithful to the trust reposed. 


in them by the people, they wall jealously 


guard the public funds, and demand. from: 
Ble Government an explanation of a 
expenditure, 

Mr. HUGHES ( Bendigo—Prime Minis. 
ter and Attorney-General) [9.49 ]}—I am. 
sorry I was not in the chamber when this. 
matter was first mentioned. I should 
have been very glad to give Loionaae 
mempers all the information I possess. 
The facts are very simple. ‘During my 
last sojourn in Great Britain I found it 
necessary to make some observations with 
reference to a certain firm. To my ree 
marks the firm took exception, and, as 4 
result, my words being, as the firm 
alleged, actionable, the case was. referred’ 
to the Courts. I had made similar 


statements in ‘this Parliament long before 


[ went to England, as I believed, and still 
believe, them to be true; and as T thought 
if very necessary that T should’ repeat 


them when I did, I communicated with 


the Government, telling them that Merton 


P 


and*@o, had. taken action. against me, 


‘and asking whether I should defend the 


action personally, or whether the Govern- 
ment would defend it. 
replied that they would pay the expenses: 
of the action. Although I was) in Eng- 


land for a, long while after the action — : 


was started—I should. say the. best; part, 
of twelve months—the case. was. not, called 


The Government | 


in Court of the plaintiff and the defen- 
dant. I was not in England to exhibit 


ee a was a ae way off. J uries i : 
are much influenced by the demeanour 


my demeanour, and my counsel thought 


- fat that fact would prejudice the case 
very materially. A gentleman whom I 


do not know, but who had been a director 


of the company, indicated that if I would 
declare that I had not intended what I 
had said to apply to him personally, he 


would be prepared to proceed no further. © 
I was perfectly ready to say that I had v 


not intended to refer to him personally; 


I referred to Merton and Co. He was 
‘not Merton; as a fact, he was, I be- 
lieve, a Scotsman. Thereupon it was 
suggested that we should compromise, 
each | party paying his own costs. 
a result of my experience of the law 
as a litigant, I thought it a wise 
eourse to follow, and I am a little sur- 
_ prised that the lay members of this Com- 

_ mittee, especially honorable members op- 
posite, should censure me for a course 
which has saved this country tens of thou- 
i one of pounds. Had I been one of those 
ae persons who insist upon proceed- 
Ing with a case, whether I had won or 
lost, or whether | it had arrived at one of 
- those inconclusive decisions which are not 


unknown to the law, and by. which both 


parties retire to “lick their wounds,” 
and the lawyers to count the “ boodle,” 
the Commonwealth would have been very 
- much to the bad. The honorable member 
fdr Werriwa (Mr. Lazzarini) wants to 
know the details of this expenditure. I 
am sorry I cannot give them. I do not 
know how much more, if any, is to be 
paid, “The whole of the money has 
a gone a the lawyers. It was necessary 
to work up the case in America: We 
had some very valuable information, and 
: the case ‘was in the competent hands 
a oe a most reputable firm of lawyers 
in the United States of America. 
Bey the honorable member knows—or if 


hh learn from bitter experience—the 
law is a very costly thing, and the ex- 

-_-penses © ‘incurred | 

_ absorbed in the preparation of our de- 
; fence. : 


! she 


AS- 


ae does not know I hope he will never 


in America were all 


To-morrow, if the information is 
in’ the possession of the Department, I 
be alee to let as ee and ibe 


* 


As apparently wholly i in liq 
uy in ee ac alone. | 


in favour of re-opening ae 


called on, or otherwise I. sho 
Seed ete ah is & fithie | 


of a hundred Avera would 
Of course, I woul 


many. I replied that I was not, 
some of these very firms, under 
names, are now. trying to re-es 
their hold on the tai | ae 


[9.58].—The objection reer i rie 
members on ae side is not sy the: efer 


Ree | ae the first time in the a 1a; 
for the year. eas he would “desi 


not se been presented 3 
year’s Estimates were gen 


the item was in last year’s ‘Est 
ae poe up last Msi Bi ; 


ie to discuss “the item last year, 


that as it was expenditure for the 
ast financial year it is not open to dis- 

ssion. A different course should have 
been, followed. At the close of each year 


| Mr. Hueuxes. ony soon as we ascertain 
, LeNany ak Sloat will be ee 


? 


ey ibe the Prnke Minisier is in, that 
"spirit, because his colleague the Minister 
for Works and Dae hae sr) Groom) 


: ea gud the honorable member for 
~ Werriwa (Mr. Skah ond When ay 


Chairman Aeiead Sena on chen and 
id the amount was expended last year. 

The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. Chan- 
) Order! The Chairman did noth- 
et the kind. I decidedly object to 


reference to the 
The  honor- 


incorrect 
the Chair. 


sj08 t year. if Ve LE that he was quite 
frest order, and could not move in that 


riet Hauiraple members in any way, or 
revent them from referring to the ques- 
on, and that is proved by the fact that 
1e matter has been under discussion for 
the last hour or so. I gave honorable 


I trust the honorable member for Mel- 
ourne Ports (Mr. Mathews) will not 
2 ther reflect upon the Chair. 


om demning your iat because you pet 
not have taken any other course but the — 


d when we try to discuss it now we are. 


Metals J was not A Sea . 
ready | been beet 


one you did. Honorable members may 
laugh, but it is no laughing matter, be-— 
cause this is the only occasion on which 
we have had an opportunity, according 
to the rules of the House, of discussing © 
the question, and we should not be Placed 7 
in this position. ne 


Sir Joseru Coox. oe TAs ahioraate 
and I shall endeavour to clear the matter. 
up in the morning. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Now we are hein 
met in a different spirit, and if the Min- 
ister for Works and Railways had 
adopted that attitude we would have — 
known where we were. It was the duty — 
of the Minister to have given some ex- 
planation to honorable members on this | 
side of the chamber. 


Mr. Hucuzs. — In justice to my col 
league, I must say that he was not a 
party to the case, and really could not 
be expected to be conversant with the de- 
tails. I do know something about it, as 
I was one of the parties. I have ‘not 
the particulars before ne but I shall 
supply them. 


Mr. Tupor. — We want to a ‘the 
total, 


Mr. Hueurs—lI do not know ae it 
is, but I will supply it as soon as it is 
available. 


Mr. MATHEWS. — The Treasurer 
(Sir Joseph Cook) admits that the posi- 
tion is anomalous, and I want to be sure 
that this practice will not be adopted in 
this House again. It is quite possible 
that the members of the Opposition may 
not have noticed the item, and nothing 
more would have been heard of it, That 


is not the correct way of conducting busi- 


ness, particularly when the members of — 
the Oppesition have to fight an over- — 
whelming majority, and cannot Bet ae 
tice. ye 

Mr. Hvueurs. — My colleague ne 
me that it will come down on ‘the » Supple- 
mentary Estimates. 


Sir Josrpx Coox.—Why not leave. ‘it : 
until we can clear it up? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—How can it a 
on the Supplementary Estimates when Nan 
is on last year’s Estimates, and has Bs 


lealing ‘with it. We were prevented from 
on last year’s Estimates, and I trust hon- 


similar, position again. 

‘Mr, TUDOR (Yarra) [10.4].—1I have 
ag spoken on this vote, apart from re- 
ferring to an ttem ‘relating to the Arbi- 
tration Court; but I think it is only fair 
that I should state what actually hap- 


_ ZT mentioned im a somewhat lengthy inter- 
ou jection—it was stated that the amount 

‘appeared in last year’s Estimates. I im- 
_ mediately sent for a copy of those Esti- 
_ mates, and found that it did not appear 

there. I said that it must appear in some 
. ‘Estimates, and probably it would be 
found in the Supplementary Estimates. 
_ ‘Honorable members probably realize vhat 
hey will in all probability be called upon 
discuss the Supplementary Estimates 


n the morning, when they are very tired, 
and when such an item would probably 
‘be overlooked, as that has been the case 
in the past. 
Mr. Consrprnz. Why did not the 
| “Minister for Works and Railways make 
oe a statement ? 
| Mr, TUDOR.—If he had done so, U 
; Moin we would have aeiesis of this vote 
2 an hour ago. : ’ 
Mr. Groom.—Honorable members op- 
“posite wanted to discuss more than that. 
Mr. TUDOR.—That is not the poimt. 


yon ioe ee it is ‘me sng are oer- 


Hume. (Mr. Parker Wneconas have done 


fa aca. & do th the 
a have no em more than a néy-CGenoral’s Department. Th 


of the terms of settlement 


oe ery eee ikbon aseantl 
£ The Financial Carnival, and 
; ieee oe was incurred 


MATHEWS. se ‘Says ditindly ys : 
‘that the money has been paid, and this — 
| has never had an opportunity of | 


discussing it, because the item eppeared | 


orable members will not be placed. am a 


vhave to pay. Dee ie 


pened. When this item was called on—as 
‘but the amount set down at hi 


and pass a million or two at 3 or 4 o'clock — 


| ordinaay Hetimates. 


oe 


: The Estimates cover fifty pages of detailed 


planation of Ministers, 


ahi aa. the benerdis reed ee under the impression that this 1 


General (Mr. Groom) | hac giv 


case, we > deoniht bs capplias 
Jest “possible details, vee : 


Sir JOSEPH ‘COOK 


im 
Peosiver) [10.7]—The explana 
simple. This amount. has oe pais 
a ce Treaster s A 


an: 
~ Mr. ie ie What i 1s a e 
Sir JOSEPH. COOK 


was placed there was the © 
time. There is an item whic 
the same under the Prime 
partment in connexion with 
the Prince of Wales, i 


aced, on. last Rie Estimates 


be presented to Partial aa 

variable practice adopted wh 
expenditure arises, and when i 
included in the ordinary Est: 
will, however, have to. come 
House. 


Mr. RYAN (West syle} 


I have listened with interest: to th 


Me discussed whether any ay 


eae ib bodies the policy, of 


lee no ee if aie Assis 


however, he absolutely ignored 
| equest that was made by the honor- 
, member for Werriwa (Mr. Taz- 
ini) and myself to have information 
n on the subject. Had not the mat- 


we 


_ MM. RYAN.—It may be that it was 
better investment than would have re- 
ed from fighting the case. I do not 
that the defendant’s case would 
een improved by his demeanour in 
tness-box. I am not so sure that, 
at event, the Commonwealth might 
t have been mulcted for many thou- 
nt sof ee , 


ee that the people there wanted 
pepe £40,000 to dehtay the Prime 


It is a pity it was 
eanpted’ I am merely commenting 
‘on the statement that the settlement 
: pared. one. 


s to pay their own cobs, even if you 
climb down as the Prime Minister 


a 


attempting to give any ex-_ 
own statement this evening was 


The people. 38 ete 
are. Pty for ey naga time informed — 


ae you have a fo 


rates ce panera ee 


Mtr: RYAN. ie” Prime Minister’ s 


Mr. Hocurs.—That is not true. 
Mr. RY AN.—Will the right onomaylee 


gentleman listen to what I have to fei fh : 


The Prime Minister, in his own state- — 


ment this evening, admitted that, in order 


to get the matter settled, he made a state- 
ment which, I have no doubt, is recorded, 
and was made openly in Court, that he 
did not refer to a particular naval as 
Mr. Hueuns.—Quite so. I said that 
the case was Merton v. Hughes, and IT 
did not withdraw what I said against an 
Merton. ae 
Mr. RY AN.—Did the Prime Mintaan aa 
withdraw anything? That is the point. _ 
Mr. Huenzs.—The honorable member _ 
has been at the bar a good while, has he oe 
not ? A 
Mr. RYAN.—I have; a I know that . He 
when a defendant males a statement, Im 
Court that he did not refer to a par- 
ticular individual personally, that state- 
ment must have been a condition upon — 
which the plaintiff insisted, and he must 
have had a right af action. If the plain- 
tiff had not any right of action, and the 
words complained Of were not constrivalie! 
as referring to him, there would be no- 
need to say that they did not refer to him. — 
Mr. Hueurs.—He had a pele of ac- 


tion; he was a director, and I did not 
eden tq bili ad wan: dadividnal. | . 
Mr. RYAN.—Then the § statement 


complained of must have been open to _ 
the construction that the right honorable _ 
member did refer to him. I do not. 
wish, however, to discuss now the merits 
of the settlement. I merely point out | 
that if the honorable member for Bar- 
rier (Mr. Considine) had not moved his 
amendment, and if we had not insisted 
upon - the course that was subsequently ©. 
taken by us, this Committee would not — 
now be aware of the terms of the ecty he 


ment. ey 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp Sage if ds ‘ 
honorable member had. not refrained 


from putting a question on the subject 
to the Attorney-General, as he was asked _ 
to do, when, according to his own state- 
ment, he questioned the Treasurer on the _ 
subject, the public would have known Be 
about it long ago. He said aaa aah 
that he let the matter an eae a se 

Mr. 


he m eed. ‘the “adjournment: 2 
tain debate in this House a few weeks 
He was interjecting to the Trea- 


; to. hive their | ‘bonds eae nepou 


‘but, as soon as he got the oppor- 


tunity he moved the adjournment of the — 


debate in order to defeat the motion. 


he CHAIRMAN - (Hon. be 
Chanter).—Order! That is not the ques- 
ae before the Chair. 


RYAN.—It is just as well that 


we yeald’ let. the honorahle member for 
Ulawarra (Mr. Hector Lamond) know | 
the truth in regard to himself when he 
_ interjects in this way. To return to the 
ae under discussion, I am glad that 
we have obtained this information, and — 


I hope that -at some time in the near 


future the Prime Minister will supply 
the remaining particulars that he has 
_ promised to give us. We shall then be 
able to form an opinion as to whether or 


; a the matter should be airy dis: | 


‘Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [10. eI. a 


d Tt has become quite apparent that, had 


not this amendment been moved, no ex- 
planation would have been given to the 


Committee concerning the terms of the 


settlement. The Minister in charge of 
these Estimates (Mr. 
refused even to answer the questions that 
we put to him on the subject. Now that — 
the amendment has been moved, we have 


the spectacle of the honorable gentleman 
and Ministers 


seeking reinforcements, 


tumbling over each other, so to speak, 


in. their anxiety to explain that the a 
formation was not withheld for any par- 


Finteee 


ular. reason, but thaty the whole’ 

atter will be submitted to us when 
the Supplementary 
duced. If the Minister in charge had 
lade that statement at the outset, as he 
could very well have done without going — 
into details, 


ee ose have been saved. ee that we 


] n othe | GCs: okt are. 
fore us, and the Prime Minister has | 
oy ised us that full information as to 


cost of the action to the Common- — 
h will be given, we ) may well d for | 


es : the further 


Groom) absolutely 


Estimates are intro- 


the time of the Committee © 


! ie ae 


yeeele member 
"OE. ee pendvine: oie ot have 
oe I do not see why the pe 


to pay for the mnidealees 
“Minister San Hughes) 


“not acting in an official 
he made the statements com 
Sir JOSEPH Coox —No 
“made. 
| _ Mr. 


Prine ‘Maine sad ae s 
had sufficient preci a 


for a tata at ee by the ri i 
able gentleman when he was 
in an official capacity. I obje 
The Prime Minister, in. his 1 
clawed the air, and accused eve 
else of being disloyal beca: 
not believe in him. He 
warped vision of these matter 
though the rest of the Brit 
is trading with. Germany, h 
he is not prepared to do anytl 
has this mania, 

others do. He. is very much 1 
Hh in the Aitken who, pees hi 


ae the ie wae his” tc 
and for his inability to contro 
ances on the other side of 
‘The people of Australia 9 1g 
be called upon to pay one pen Y 
expenditure, and it is a. disgrac 
Government that they are 2 

The Prime “Minister a 


Alon for the statements 
“made. What quibbling i 

he: accused Merton and Compan; 
Bidayal: but did ‘not inelade M 
eae 


use every member of it of being care- 
ess and negligent? Of course, a very 
fine point of law may be involved. It 
be a mere splitting of straws, but 
the Prime Minister will not get the people 
f Australia to recognise it. It is all 
well for gentlemen who are yireined 


Che that ‘Ger was not prepared to defend 
he attitude which he had taken up. If 
ad any justification for his state- 
nents, would he not have defeated Mer- 
a eae in a Court of law? 


a he are we now asked to put thig 
es ue the shoulders of the people 


. . CUNNINGHAM.—That. is my 
‘concern, I ask the Prime Minister how 
‘much he .contributed towards the early 
‘conclusion of the war? 

he Mr. Hueues.—The honorable member 
‘ought to be ashamed of himself. 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—I 
shamed of myself. 

10 gs Hueurs.—Of course you are not, 
‘but you ought to be. 

* The: , CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. 
Chanter).—Order! Will the honorable 
‘member be good enough net to proceed 
in that strain? | 

: CUNN INGHAM. oa ay stand 
up and defend myself in this chamber 
‘against the attacks of any honorable 
Diesber, and I look to you, sir, to pro- 
te Prime 


am not 


ect me from the insults of the 
Minister or anybody else. 

Sir Joserax Coox.—Does the honorable 
ember call the asking of a question as 
to hy he did not go to the war, an 
ee 

ut UNNIN GHAM.—Where are the 
rer’s | medals for having fought 


on [4 Noveubes, | 1920.) 


ng less Ae negligent, do A not 


TOo0-81, 


for the Empire? ‘We! ig: one of the 


“ Would to Godders ” who. were too Old ie 


to go. 
The CHAIRMAN.—Order! If the 
honorable member continues in that 


strain, I shall order him to discontinue 
his speech, 


Mr. Francis.—Apologize. 

My. 
I have nothing to apologize for. 
do not Ministers set an example to hon- 
orable members in this Chamber ? 


The CHAIRMAN.—Order! 
honorable member confine himself to the 
discussion of the amendment? 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—I am merely 
defending the taxpayers of this country 
by urging that they ought not to be 
asked to carry this burden which has 
been imposed upon them by the windy 
speeches of the Prime Minister, who can- 
not control himself. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Order! I 
that the honorable member shall not in- 
dulge in these personalities, 

Mr. ParKer Motonry.—Cannot he 
answer an interjection ? 

The CHAIRMAN.—Order! The hon- 
orable member for Hume is now out of 
order. 

Mr. Tupor.—You will let honorable 
members interject from the other side of 
the Chamber. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Order! The hon- 
orable member for Yarra is out of order. 

Mr. Tupor.—Well, you name me. 

The CHAIRMAN.—I look to the kon- 
crable member to assist me in the preser- 
vation of order. 

Mr. Tupor.—I will give you fair play 
when you extend fair play to us. 

The CHAIRMAN.—I ask the honor- 
able member to withdraw that remark. 

Mr. Tupor.—Oh! I withdraw. You 
allowed the Prime Minister to interject, 


warra (Mr. Hector Lamond). 


The CHATRMAN.—Order! The hon- 


Will the 


insist. 


Gare at 


Br ae 


CUNNINGHAM.—I will not. * 
Why 


. and also the honorable member for Illa- | 


orable member must withdraw his Tes 


mark unreservedly. . 

Mr. Tupor.—I will withdraw it ae 
state what I think. 

The 


CHAIRMAN. — The honorable. 
member is the Leader of a party, and 
the Chair has a right to look to him. to 
assist 16 in maintaining order. 


Mr. Maruews.—And he ought to get 


fair play. 


a 


RRA anna acres 


oy Mir. Parken Mooney. The Bbives 
Minister i is also the Leader of a party. 
The CHAIRMAN.—If the honorable 

member for Hume interjects again I 

shall name him. 

Mr.. MacueEws. —Name, and be damned 
to you. 

The CHAIRMAN.—I ask the honor- 

able member for Melbourne Ports to 

withdraw that expression and apologize 
to the Chair. 

Mr. Maruzws.—lI apologize, and crawl 
on my stomach all the way up to you. 

The CHAIRMAN.—If -the honorable 
member insists upon taking up that atti- 
tude I shall have no option but to name 
him. I ask him to assisé me in main- 
taining the dignity of the Committee. 
Mr. Marwews.—You have not any 

dignity. 

The CHATRMAN.—TI name the hon- 
orable member for defying the Chair. 
Mr. Maraews.—I never saw a more 

unfair thing in my life. You allow hon- 
orable members opposite to do just what 
they ke. You call yourself a Chairman. 
IT am damned if you are fit for the posi- 
tien after to-night’s exhibition. 

At this stage the honorable member 
for Melbourtie Ports retired from the 
Chamber. 

The CHATRMAN'—The retirement 
of the honorable member makes no differ- 
ence. 
must be moved. 

Motion (by Mr. Hucuns) proposed— 


That: the honorable member for Melbourne 


Ports (Mr. Mathews) be suspended from the 
service of the Committee. 
1 Question put. The Committee 
divided. | 
AVES! <u i SONNE 
Noes .. ey DN Hay: 
Majority .. gies are 


AYES. 


The motion for his suspension. 


_(eepnas! ENTATIVES.) 


Considine, M. P. 


Cunningham, L. L. 


Lazzarini, H. P.. 
Moloney, Parker 
Page, James: 


Bamford, F. W. 
Bayley, J. G. 
Best, Sir Robert 
Bowden, EH. K. 
Bruee, 8. M. 
Chapman, Austin 
Foster, Richard 


Fowler, J. M. 
Livingston, J. 
Marks, W. M. 
Watt, W. A. 
Hay, A. 

Hall, W. C. 
Jowett, E, 


Page, Dr. Earle 


Question so resolved in the affirm 


report continued aetde if he Cl 
on the part of the honorable aie 7 
Melbourne Ports an 
that the Committee has agreed to a 
lution suspending the honorable m 
from the service of the Committee, 

Question—That the honorable membh« 


for Melbourne Ports be suspended 
the service of the House—put: 4 


House divided. 


Ayes .. 
Noes .. 


% 
Majority. 


Bell, G. J. 
Blundell, R. P. 
Cameron, D, C. 
Chanter, J. M. 
Coek, Sir Joseph 
Corser, EK. B.C. 


hous. Ss Soar 


‘Tudor, F. G. 


i Chariton; ue 
| Makin, N. J. 0. 


PATRS. 


Blakeley, a 
| West, J. HE. 
Maloney, Dr. | 


(Mr. Mathews) 


AYES. 


|. Maxwell, GG A 


| Ryan,, oe ae 
Telbers': 


Watkins, D. 
‘McDonald, C. 
‘Galib,. 3: M. 
Riley, E. 
:Fenton, J. E. 
Mahony, W. G. 
‘Lavelle, T.: J. 
Anstey, Bean 
Nicholls, S$. Buy 
|McGrath, D. @. 
’ Mahon, H. peli 
"Brennan, Re 


si 


Lister, cha) 7 
Mackay, G. H. 
Marr, C. W. € 


McWilliams, WwW. 


Atkinson, LL. 
Bell, G. J. 

~ Blundell, R. P- 
Cameron, D.C... 


Lamond, Hector 


} Lister, te FY. 


Mackay, G. Hi. 


‘Marr, C. W. ¢. 


Fleming, W. M. .Roynton, A, | 
Francis, F. H. Prowse, J. H. 
Gibson, W. G. Rodgers, A. 8. — 
Greene, W. M. i Ryrie, Sir Gram : 
Gregory, H. Smith; Laird 


. Cook, Sir Joseph 
Cook, Robert — 
Corser, HE. B.C. 
Fleming, W. M. 


Maxwell, G. A. 
McWilliams, W. J. 
Poynton, A. 
Prowse, J. Hi. 


. Brancis, F. H. Rodgers, A. &. 
Gibson, W.G. 4 Ryrie, Sir Granville 
| Greene, Vy ML. | Smith, Laird 
A Gregory, ER Wienholt, A. 
| Groom,’ L. FE. Wise, G. Hi. 
 Higes, W. G. Tellers: 
. Hughes, W. M. Burchell, R. Ji,~ 
Jackson, D. S. Story, W. H. 


abe. a 


Groom, lL. E, ' Wienholt, A. 
Higgs, W. G. Wise, G. H. 
Hid, W.-C. Tellers: 


Hughes, W. M. 
Jaekson, D. S. 


Considine, M. P. 


Cunningham, L. 1. 


Lazzarini, H. P. 
Moloney, Parker 


Page, James. 


-Burchell, R. J. 


' NOES. 


Story, W. H. 


Ryan, T. A 
Tudor, F. G. 
i Tellers: 


Charlton, M. . 


Makin, N. J. 


Nicholls, S. RB. 
McGrath, D. C. 
Mahon, H., * 
Catts, J. H. 
Brennan, F. 


i SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot 
on). —The honorable member for 
Ibourne ports is Aenea for the re- 


ommittee: 
CUNNINGHAM (Gwydir) | 10. 39]. 


payment of any money in circum- 
es such as are now under discussion, 
ause I consider such payments unjus- 
e to the people of Australia, They 
not be required to find money for 
pose indicated by the Prime Minis- 
imself when he used the phrase, 
rers have got away with the boodle.” 
aust be enlightening to the people to 
that, as the result of the failure 
e ‘Prime Minister to hold his 
, they have been called upon 
“boodle” to lawyers. 
: has been an expenditure of 
ands of pounds. Nobody knows 
the total amount is going to be. 
°rime Minister contends that the 
plomacy about which we have 
so much of late years should be 
out; but there has been more 
F diplomacy and more smother- 


in _connexion ith any 
‘arliament in the world. Tt is 


oF the greatest concern to the 
of Australia. To-night we had an 
wa a this. It took a siya of 


because there has 


0229) es A 


timates, [4.1 OVEMBER, 1920.] ) 1920-21, ae 

Pars, ie side of Es and the padi oh” 
Blakeley, A. \_ Australia have not heen able to asconianys 
We J. ha what has been done with the money to 

ny oie ee pay the costs of this case, all due to the 

Watkins, D. ; es 
McDonald, C. bungling and blundering of this.N altonay ue 
Gabb, J. M. Administration. ey 
Riley, E. Sir Josepx Coox.—When are you Wea 
Mahony, W. G. going to stop your abuse? ai 
Lavelle, T, J. Mr. CUNNINGHAM. — The Trea- 
Anstey, F. 


surer, aS a representative of the Gover We 
ment, does not like to be reminded of 


these facts. 


Let me also tell him that, so 


far as interjections are concerned, he is 


the worst offender in this House. He 
sets a very bad example. 
The CHAIRMAN (Hon. Raa Be 
Chanter )—Order! 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM. — The Trea- 


surer does not like to be reminded of the 


fact that the people of Australia have 


been “ bull-dozed,” because he has not — ; 
exercised proper control over his Depart- , 


ment. 
Sir Joserpux Coox.—More abuse! 
Mr. 
of this smothering-up that honorable 
members on this side of the House have 
to fight, in order to see that justice is 


CUNNINGHAM.—It is because 


done, and in order that the people may 


No- 


ascertain what is the real position. 


body knows what is the state of our 
finances to-day, because of the. keep-it- 


dark policy of this Government, backed 
UPriay the great majority of members 


who are not. prepared to give a fair deal | 


in regard to many matters that come be- 
fore this Parliament. Nobody can say 
what this Merton versus Hughes case has 
cost the people of Australia. | Nobody 
knows what it is going to Cost. 
very strongly in regard to this matter, 
been a continual 


T feel — 


smothering-up of public expenditure, and 


we have never been allowed to know what) 
We have never been able to 


is going on. 
find out how this expenditure has been 
incurred, and who benefits from it. 
is altogether wrong. 


Prime Minister, and I tell him 
The CHAIRMAN.—Order! 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—I 
Prime Minister that 


This. | 
An assault was 
made on my character to-night by the i 


tell the, 
I come into this 
House with a clean name, and a clean 
record. ‘There ‘are no Senate scandals, 
behind nes and | 


. Estimates, 


“The OWATRMAN. ended 
ae member must not indulge’ in these 
personalities, 


| Mr. CUNNINGHAM, — I ta the 

Prime Minister that I am not going to 

take this attack upon my character 

-) The QHATRMAN.--Order! I have 

asked the honorable member to keep away 

_ from personalities, but he has deliberately 
: referred to the Prime Minister again. 


Mr. Parxer Motonry..— But the 
- Prime Minister started At. 
The CHAIRMAN.—Order! The hon- 


ae orable member for Hume is out of order. 


| Mr. Parker Mononzy—_Of course, I 
_ know that. 


The CHAIRMAN.—1 again appeal to 


honorable members to preserve the dig- 
nity of the Committee. 
to continue making defiant 
- when ealled to order by the Chair, and 
not to indulge in personalities. 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—T have no de- 
sire to defy you, Mr. Chairman, or to in- 
fringe the rules of this House, but I tell 
you, sir, that no man is going to make 
an assault on my character without my 
defending it. 

The CHATRMAN,.—Order! 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—I have to take 
up this attitude because of the attack 
_ made on me by the Leader of the Govern- 
- ment. 
The CHAIRMAN.—Order! TI direct 


the honorable member to discontinue his 


_ speech. The question 1s, “ That the item 
| be reduced by £1.” 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 


{10.45|—. can understand the disap- 
pointment of honorable members oppo- 
Bite "at the discovery of this mare’s nest 
on last year’s Estimates. 
last year’s Estimates at all. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—Their sug- 


gestion that there has been an attempt 10 


- conceal and cover up certain expenditure 
is entirely spoiled by the admission of 


the honorable member for West Sydney - 


4) iG ir. Ryan) that when some time ago he 


sked a question of the Treasurer (Sir 


ee Y oseph Cook) with regard to this matter 
erie was told that it was in the Attorney- 
_ General’s Department. He _ oni 
hoe matter to drop. 
Q i che the aes not. 


_ (REPRESENTA T BS. 
‘The ee : 


asked the ‘question - of the . 


Clerk. 


I ask them not. 
statements 


the Chair in the conduct of bu 
Parker Motoney.—It is not on 


position to judge as well as the 
duty to preserve order in debate 
as the Chairman has been “treated 
might. 


WL eer ey the Lee of part 


£1 era 


no tecord, at all events, 


ral, and that only involved + 
out of the question and handing 


Mr. Ryran.—That is quite 
Mr, HECTOR LAMOND.—8 
first statement that all this ha 3 
covered because of some action 
occupied a couple of hours of 
of the House to-night is entirel 
leading, on the statement of th 
a member for ve bathe 


sult of what has napa Hea 
debate to-night is Be ie 


which has Cone to ao with # the 
Amendment nu egatived. 
ies peda vote agreed to. 


ceneed: se 


The CHAIRMAN (Hon. rs | 
ter ).—Before reporting progress 
like to appeal, as calmly as p 
honorable members 

Mr. Parker Moroney. What 
an apology ? 4 

‘The CHAIRMAN. The | ‘honoj 
member for Hume has immediat 
come offensive again. 7 7 

Mr, Parxer Moroney, Be aid 
ma you said. 


f 


ey ed bE the Commit ec 
sides of the House, and particul: 
leaders and ex-leaders of parties, 


They may believe that they ar 
of the chair oe is taking plac 


that is not so.. The Ghaunad is ; 
altogether . pate position. ee 


sides, but it is impossible for the | 
man to do that and preserve the 
of the Committee if he is to be 


I have had_ thirty-five ye 
parliamentary experience, and me 
fore have I heard language 


which Thad to listen Le Be hight, a 
e make an appeal to honorable 
rs that, when we resume our Com- 
“work on the next day of sitting, 
efrain from interjections and per- 
ities, which always lead to disorder. 
ope that we shall have no more such 
mes as that we have witnessed to- 
ht, and for which one honorable mem- 

suffered the penalty. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
i DEPORTATION or SHROEDER. 


ne a case pba Waters ie have 


erat ia member. for East he (Mr. 
West), who is absent with the Finance 
mimittee. A man named Shroeder was 


pel (Sir Saaatis pee a Evcinant 


ential hin ae divorce on eg piodnd 0: 
desertion. a is ae parece: a 


ae 


pended for a time ty ‘allo BY him mek 
a defence. vat! 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE a Sak Syd- 
ney—Honorary Minister) [10.53]. —There 
is no chance of the deportation decision 
being reversed. Shroeder’s case has hung 
on so long, because he has made excuses - 
from time to time for remaining in Aus-_ 
tralia. He has been on parole to report 
himself, and has broken his word. Now, 
at the last minute, he asks to be permit ; 
ted to remain longer in Australia, be- 
cause of the proceedings taken agains 
him in the Divorce Court by his wife. I 
know some ofthe facts, which I shall not 
discuss here, and I assure the honorable 
member that there is nothing to warrant 
us in allowing Shroeder to remain in (he 
country any longer. It would not be to 
any one’s benefit for him to stay here, 
and he will be Geportod within ibe Ae 
few days. 


Question resolved in the sffirmatine 
House adjourned at 10.54 pm. 
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Higes, Hon. William Guy Capricornia (Q.) 
Hill, William Caldwell .. Echuca (V.) 
- Hughes, Right Hon. William Bendigo (V.) 

_ Morris, P. C., KC. 
ae Sworn 27th February, eee 2. Sworn 3rd March, 1920. 
4th meee 1920. Made affirmation, 5th March, 1920. 5. Election declared void, 


beat i——t Sven 11th May, 1920. 6. Elected 10th July, 1920. 
aie: 7. Appointed "Temporary Chairman of Committees, 13th May, 1920. 


Wienholt, Arnold 
Wise, Hon. ust Henry.. 


Heaps oF DEPARTMENTS. 


Senate—G. H. Monahan. . 

cS ae House of Representatives.—W. A. Gale, C.M.G. 
Pe Parliamentary Reporting Staff.—--B. He Fri 

Library.—A. Wadsworth, 

Joint House Committee.—F. U’ Ren, 


Ballarat (V.) 
Franklin (T.) 


. Hume (N.S.W.) 


Macquarie (N.S.W.) 
Cowper (N.S.W.) 


Maranoa (Q.) 
Grey (S.A.) 


. Swan (W.A.) 
- South Sydney 


(N.S. W. ) 
Wannon (V.) 


West Sydney 
(N.S. W.) 


North Sydney 
(N.S. W.) 


Denison (T.) 


. Wimmera (V.) 


Boathby (S.A.) 
Yarra (V.) 


. Newcastle (N.S. W,) 


Balaclava (V.) 


. East Sydney 


(N.S. W.) 


. Moreton (Q.) 


Gippsland (V.) 


3. Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 


2nd June, 1920, 


Sworn 2ist July, 1920, 


IA AC 


48168 


Guthrie, and Bekdiee Lynch. 


“Lampany. -—The President, Senator Seany, Senator OB lige: a de 
Gardiner, Senator Keating, and Senator Pratten. sy ea ee 


- House— -—The President, the Chairman of Committees, Benatar Da 


Bae: Senator Advan: Sonatar ee Secuitor J. D. Millen, Senator 
as Senator Reid, and Senator Senior. | 


Suv Monierak: SELECT aie onal de Seketee : 
Pprademan, Senator ee, Senator. baad. is py tie and Sen to: 
; bes ‘cso “ep eat 


wv. 


7 ‘HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ie 


Atkinson, Mr. ‘Chaos ‘Mr. Fowler, and Mr. Tudor, nee 


a es —Mr. gr peaker, Mr. # Anstey, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Fowler, Mr oF 
= _ Mackay, ie Maxwell, Dr. Maloney, and Mr. McDonald. . 


fi Hovse. —Mr. Speaker, Mr. Foster, ‘Mr. Gregory, aan Livingston 
- Page, Mr. Rodgers, and Mr. Watkins. 


PRINTIXG —Mr. Bamford; Mr. Bowden, Mr. Corser, Mr Fenton, ms Mi 
"and .Mr. West. a 


| “Puutro Accounts (Jor) Mr. Baviey Mr. Chariton, : Mr. 
_ Fowler, Mr.. Prowse, and Mr, West. Ce 


peice’ Works (Jorn) ) —Mr. Atkinson, Me vm 
‘ ohne and - Parker cage 6 


